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CHAPTEB I. 

^xtending from the Exectttion of Charle», to thè 
Svbfugàtion ofireland by CromwM. 

i HE execQtion of t£o Kin^ £truck witu aìnaae- 
ment the whole people pf^!^i|^];|q4. «Tbe royal- 
iste had not permìtted tLcuaselTeè jbo B<Aìéve that 
the republicans were in earnést, oi tkat jthe for- 
malities of a trial we^e ^^Héd.^r «;ny/other 
pnrjpose than to compeLC£iams^ tò s^ubmit to 
their termg, and to relinquish ali such parts of 
the prerogative as appeared inconsistent with 
their more enlarged notions of freedom. Buit 
the event which marked the thirtieth of January, 
removed ali doubts as to the future views of the 
military faction, by whoin it was brought to 
pass. It was now manifest that Cromwell anà 
his confederates had resolved, not only to take 
away the life of the sovereign, but also to abo- 
lish monarchy in the nation, and to substitute 
in its place a form of government which should 
«dmit neither King nor House of Peers. 
VOL. u. A 
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An attempt was made, meanwhile, to recruit 
the ranks of Parliament^by filling up some of the 
vacant seats by new ^leftionf , aad by recemug, 
on certain conditionl^, a few of the excluded mem- 
bers. The Lords likewìse met, and on the 6th of 
February proceeded to biisiness ; bnt the €om- 
mons, mindful of theìr secession durin|^ the trial 
of hu Majetty, rcfiiied to recQgmn/^ A^mg and 
took no notice of some bills which were sent 
do¥m for their coBgid>ration. In a few dajrs 
afkerwards, they passed a resolution to make no 
more addresses t^ t^ P«0lf> mor to receive any 
irom them ; and'finally, that as the existénce of 
un Upp^r Hqus^ was usel^ss ^.i^d d^ngeroas^ilt 
onght to be ^r^hwith abolished, Àbout the 
same time they voted theextinction of monarchi- 
ci^ ^r«^%^<^t*4^«¥'?if{^* declaring it liigb 
tpèisoA fo j)ribclahfi,**t>r.at}^Vttherwise to aeknòw- 
ledge, Gftn^leiif 8^a«(;p«epmmonly ealled Prlnoe 
of Walesl.r fh**tfttr8Ìi^ce of the game ol^éet^ 
they issu^d orSéfi Ìq^ ^rig;^ave a new Grea;t iSeal, 
on whfc&*w«9 r«tlk^ìÀit4d their own asseàìbly 
in the*a6t*o/a^ibératim^ and the following le* 
gend ìnscribed, " Onthe fiast year of ]?a.£|^ 

DOM BY God'S BLBSSnfO RESTORED, Ifi46;"r ;^<» 

statues of bis lat^ Majesty, too, at St )I%ài^'Ì 
and the Boyal Exchange, were thrown down 
by direction» fronj PaHiament ; and oa the pe- 
destal which supported the latter was vrrìtt^&pt^ 
*« Exit Tyrannus, Reoum Ultimus— r/A« #^ 
rant, the Uzst qftke Kings^ is ffoneJ* 

To conduct the administration of liffiEdf%^t. 
Conncil of State was nominated, consiatin|^ c^ 
forty-one membera, among whom were FairfàXy 
Cromwelli Bradshaw, St John, and the yoimger 



OLlVeift CH0MWÈLL. 9 

Vwitf. Vfm thi» bochr ddvolved the dotm 
whidi foriwMPly ftltached to the orowit and ita 
talniflt^!^ in tli^ two Hmums^ They received ali 
ftddfeisefl ov nittiolial oonoerm 9 gmve orders to 
MfUemte) adffiiralg, asid ali othera employed in 
mi pMìn derykfe; reeeired and antwered let» 
ter» frbtflr foreign goi^enaimM» ; eiceeoted tiie 
faiM agaitist ffit&iialg^ and cttemdern; and sub» 
mMi^ te PàarlMtneKt «li «adi cpieMicma a» re* 
qieeted tfÉàtteiV ef ftftinleey the espedieney ef 
peaee er éf nrnf, and thè enaetmtiMt of ttafntes 
«oited te thè tvttftfs ef the infnit cofmnenfweaitlb 
As %Mb powef Wta acknowledg^ tò come tnm 
the pee]^e, so did the Connéil ef dtate profesa 
théii^ intentiott óf ireetdring it to the eommii^ 
iiìty ut lai'ge, iHieneter they eheald have snoi* 
ceeded in settling the r^bMe on a permanent 
basisi 

Thè ^ÙSe^ii^d hitd Io% b^it disti^cted hf 
theories of g^Vernmeikt, as -«^11 as by tìieologi« 
cai specnlations, of which the main object was 
to' sabrert every incieli^ inetitutio% aad to re- 
eKmeiie Ute naiion to a eomplete oliange in ali 
th^ wonted Ibrms of ctansh and state» 8iidi^ 
indeed, was the rd^e for^ innovation among a 
eertain class of poUucians» that the Parliament-» 
ary leaders had no sooner taken upon them- 
sehres the direction of fl^Rsirs, tlian they found 
tkÈLt the gfì'eat br^aeh in the constitatiott to which 
they had given conntènance, wasabont to admita 
host of radicai refoi'mers, determined to achiere^ 
alterations stili more alarmiog. The fanatica 
wha iiad spmng up in the army» and whose 
prìneiplee, now engrafted upon those of the le- 
Ideile», «ainoaiieed mi kum^diate retimi to tlie 
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State of equality in whieh the huBMm race ori* 
^inally existed, framed a remonstraace, and Seat 
it by the liands of ave agitatora to the General 
and council of war, Although in this atep they 
dìd no more than foUow the example whieh had 
been set to them by those whom they now ad- 
dressed, it was thought necessary to check, by 
an unusual seyerity, a practice so inconsisfe^^t 
with military subordination. Lockiery an indi* 
TÌdual,who belongedto a troop whidi refiiaed to 
march wìthout paymentof arrears, wascondenui- 
ed to be shot* Tne sentenoe was executed in a 
yard near St Paul*s ; but this punishment was so 
far from quellìng the mutinous spirit whidi pre« 
vailed among the soldiers, that the fonerai was 
attended by more than a thousand of them, ae* 
companied hy fìv^e times that number of citiaens» 
roen and women, who wore in their hats rib« 
bons of a black and sea-green colour, indicative» 
it was saidy of an approaching storm.* 

* In a pamphlet, eiititled the " Ai*my*s Martyr, or a 
more fall Relation of the Barbarous and Illegal Proceed*. 
ings of the Conrt Martial at Whitekall, upon Mr Robeort 
Lockier," there is the following notice : ** At leugth the 
General and Lìeutenant- General carne very furioui«ly, 
breathing foi*th nothlng but death to them ali. But Oh ! 
how bloody and red did Cromwell look ! And the Gene- 
ral told them that they should be hanged ali, and that they 
did deserve to be hanged preaenily in the«ourt.** '* An- 
^er went to Colonel Whalley in behalf of this Innocent, 
and found him come lately out of bed in his skie-colour 
satten waistcoat, laced with silver lace, and his pantophles 
dawbed with silver lace, and did present a petition to his 
Honour, that he would be pleased to remember mercy td 
this poor gentleman, and mitigate the sentenoe to «ny 
othei' punishment, so as it was not to the taking away ^ 
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. À wàmte'fomàèMe mnrreeliim tiMk pkee ^ 
ÉtaàhmffWìAw d^ptaiii TbmnpsiHi, who, atftbe^ 
head of serwai kimdred raea, publiaked a m»- 
nifeito^ ealied^ '' Bngknd'fl Standard Adrsn- 
oiHd/' aad iiiTiIed the diteoiitented reffimenta to: 
unite witk him agMwl the tyranny of the miti- 
faryetMdl* He was atta«£ed and hk foliew» 
er» disperaed hefore the mutìnea» troopa oould 
joài ; Mt as a large body of hotse waa proeeed^ 
tughvBk SdKabnry to Borfoid^ it was deemed 
BjytJlwu l t that the Lord Clenend and Cromw^ 
fl^mild take tilte field, to prereat the fìurtìier in* 
oiua e ft of dMafiection« Havnig in ooe day ao* 
conpliahed a mutai of forty milesi they ìoand 
iktemmstfe§^ towards evoiiagy m the Beighbour- 
hood of the inintf^iit eavalry ; bat being un^ 
wiUiBg to pttt them doimi by «treagth of band» 
tiiey began by trying the efleet of negetiatioa 
iriÀ mir la a dcr a. The terme proposed by 
Faifl^ and theapeedy redre«i of di grìeraficea 
whieh they werar led to expect» indiieed the boI- 
diar 9 te doibenifee ; who, in the meaatime, so £ttr 
ralaaced th^ nsaal vigikiiae^ aa to allow theìr 
horeés tofeed ia iheai^Miag pastoree^ and even 
to Itty aaido theìr arma and go to bedr In ther 
ai^t Cromirell forced hk way ìnto the town, 
wkh two titoanoid meii» while he directed Go<» 
lonel Reynolda to intercept the retreat of the. 
ftigithre% by takkig poMeeaion of the opposite^ 
enteadoe. The «tirpriflo waa dttended with eom* 
piote cneoeea. ' FW haadred w^re taken pri« 

Mar lifé. Ben/ albtr «ttny Migf» pbMid li^tfrMtt fheai^ 
he wdàf ' «hit tf il ky ia lèi 9<iwv ii> j»f« Idia» hevoiild 
avi.*" V«ia9«lHMf»F«Mi9^9e»»«ieAr 
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sonersy of whom three, sa offieer and two «àm»- 
porals, suffered death ; the rest vere allo wed to 
retam to tkeir regpective regiments. 

Tlie events now mentioned gare rìse to a 
literary warfare, which was carrìed on with 
great apirìt by tke enemies of the new govem* 
meiit. In a pamphlet, eatitled the *^ Hnntnig of 
the Foxes/' the reasoningformerly nted by the 
officerà against the Parliament, is employed by 
the agitatora with considerable effect agaÌBst 
the Gouncil of State, who had announbed tfaeir 
detennination not to listen to petitionafrom the 
army. They quote the declffirations sng^iested 
by Cromwell and Ireton, in whicà the military 
leaders told the two Honses that they were net 
mercenary troops hired to serve any arbitrary 
power of a State, but were called forth to tke dcs 
fènce of their own and the people s jnst rights 
and liberties ; and therefore, that they wodid net 
disband until their complaints had been Hsteaed 
toin Parliament, and their just demanda complied 
with to the fullest extent* They condode, ac- 
isordìngly, that " to bedenied the rìght of ad^ress 
by way of petition to the Parliament, and to be 
tortiired,en8layed, and oppressed^andnot snfier* 
ed to complain, bat tobetormented and abnsed 
fòr complaining, is the highest cruelty, yiUainy, 
and slavery that can be imagined — even tyraany 
at the height— and therefore to be opposed by 
the soldiery. O Cromwell I O Ireton! how 
hath a little time and success changed the honest 
shape of so many officers I Who then would 
bave thought the council would bave mored 
for an act to pnt men to death for petitioniag?. 
Who would have thought to bave aeeu soldiers» 
Gondemned by their ordersy to ride with their 
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ftues lowards tEeir horses* taik, ta kare their 
swords broken oyer their heads» aad be cashier-* 
ed ; and tfaat fdr petitioning» and claimine their 
just r^flit and title to the same? We were before 
mled by a Kingf, Lords, and Commons ; now by 
a Generai, a court martial, and House of Com- 
nraiis t and, we pray you, what is the differeoce ? 
The oM King*spers<»i, and the oldLords, are but 
vemoved, and a new King and new Lorda, wìth 
tàe Ckimmons, are in one house : and so under a 
BMre abaolute monarchy than before. We haye 
not the ehange of a kingdom intp a common* 
vreaith ; we are only under the old cheat, the 
transfflutation of names, but with the addition 
of new tyrannies to the old. For the casting out 
crf oae undean spìriti they bave brought with 
them in bis stead seven other unclean spirits» 
more wìcked than the fqrmer, and they haye 
entered in and dwell there ; and the last end of 
tUs commonwealth is worse than the first. Was 
there over a generation of m^n so apostate, so 
false, and so perjured as these ? Did ever men 
pretend a higher degree of holiness, religiou» 
and zeal to God and their country, than these ? 
These preaeh, these fast, these pray, these bave 
nothìng more frequent than the sentences of 
Saered Scripture, the name of God, and of 
Christ, in their mouths. You shall scarce speak 
ta Cromwell about any thing, but he will lav 
bis band on bis breast, elevate bis eyes, and caU. 
Gtkl to record ; he wiU weep, howl, and repent, 
eren wbile he doth smite you under the fifth 
jcib. Captain Joyce and Captain Vemon can 
t«ll you sufficient stories to that purpose.''* 

* The Huntiog of the Foxes from New-Market «ad 
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Bat the adlRiifg of Inbad iiad appctcred of sd 
inneh importMice to ihe Parliainent and Con»* 
eQ of State, thatone oftlieìr first mounires waa 
to afypoint Cromwell to the miUtary cemmaBd 
of that cowitiy. The name of tìiis distiii(piWdi«' 
ed general was fint tnentioned at the former 
Board, and by them reeommended to the Hoon^ 
hy botli of whom he was niHDiiiiionsly eieeted 
to eondnct the war agìùngt the royalists in that 
island, as well as to take rerenge on the CSatA^èm 
ibr ihe omeltiee eommìtted by them in the prcn* 
gi^ess of their rebellion. It ie s»d, thatt whea 
Oliver presented hìntielf in Parliameiit to aeoept 
his new office, he «ffected snrprise at the nenìii»* 
tìen, and made his aoknowledgineitts witii mndt 
hesitation and perplexity* He said «omethingv 
as vuttal, abont his great nnworthiness, and ercn 
of his inability to undertake so weigh^ s 
eharge ; hnt, with an amiable hi^onsìsteBey, of 
whieh he was perhaps altogether «aeonKiowiy 
he professed ^ that the dilfieiilty whieh mj^ 
peared in the eipeditioii, was his Mèi vM^tb 
for engaging in it " and that thoogh he eoold 
hardly expect to prerail over the rehels, h» 
hoped, nevertheless, to presure to the Comi* 
monweidth some footing in that kingdom. ]>r 
Lingard relates, on the authority of Whitelodie 

TfiplAw Henthfl «o Whitcball, 1»y Uve smaH Bmgìtaf lato 
of tke Amik ; Or, the Gnndee DcoeiTeni vniaaakcd, tÌM* 
you may kiiow tbem. Directed to ali th« Free Com« 
moiis of Kngland, but in especial to ali that have and are 
stili engaged in the Militai*}' Service of the Common^ 
wealth. By Robert Ward, Thomas Watson, l^meon 
Graunt, George JeHis, a»d WiHi«m S6fwyef , lale M«H 
bers of the Anny, (1649.) 
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and the •fonnials) tbat when the appointmeiit 
was ofiered to CromweU, he hesitated, and re- 
qnested that two oifficera ifrom each corps might 
noeet him at Whitehall, and seek the Lord in 
prayer. After a delay of tvro weeks, he con« 
desoended to submit his shoolders to the bur- 
deuy because he had leamed it was the wìU of 
Aieaven* 

' Although no man had greater confidence than 
Oremwell in bis own talenta and a good cause, 
yet he thonght it nnwise to hazard his reputa* 
tion, withont securing adequate means of suc- 
cessk He demanded from the Parliament twelve 
tiioiuand borse and foot, selected by himself 
fronithose yeterans wbom he had taught to eon- 
quer every enemy ; a plentifnl supply of provi* 
Bions and ammunition ; and a military cbest con- 
tainìng L.100,000 in ready money. He reeei- 
wd, in the name of outfit, L.3000 ; ten pounds 
iMlay as General while he remained in England ; 
and L.2000 per quarter in Ireland, besides bis 
pay as lord-lientenant.f 

Being thns fomished with the carnai weapons 
which he required in the character of a soldier, 
he neict applted for the spiritual annour which 
became hun in the quality of a saiot. For this 
pnrpose, on the day of his departure, he assem- 
bled his iriends at Whitehall, where three mi- 
ntsters invoked a blessing on bis banners, as 
abont to fight the battio ^f the Lord against the 
blinded Roman Catholics of Ireland. These 
fnnctionaries were succeeded by three officers, 

• Voi. xi. p. 31. 

t CottDcU Book, Jvity 12, No. 10. 
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Goffi Harrison, and Croinwell luaifl«l( who «x- 
poutided the Scriptures " excellendy well» and 
pertiaently to the occasicm/' After these out- 
poui'iagSy the Lieutenaot-Genand mopinted Us 
£arriage dfawB by six horaes ; he was acoompar 
xiied by the great officers of state aiabd ei the 
IMrmy ; his^life-guard» coniistii^ of eighty jomg 
luen, ali of quality, and several of them holdÌAg 
commissions as laajors and cokmelé, sofprbed 
the apectatora by their splendid uniforma Mid 
gldlant hearing ; and the »treets of the metro- 
polÌ3 resoundedy as he drove toward» Windaoi) 
with the aodamationB of the popuhice and the 
daogor of military music* 
. The reader who eonnects this dL^di^y of offi# 
oial pompi with the faet that Cromwell, oTeii he* 
fore the death of Charles» had taken posaesaloii 
of one of the << King's rieh beds at WhitehaU*'' 
will be satisfied that the spiritual humility irhidl 
distinguifihed the future Proteetori did not eocf 
tetid to the tririal matters which beloiigltd t^ 
bis outward estate. 

Mr Morrice» the liuthor of the Lile of Lord 
Orrery, relatee an anecdote of the Liei^eaaiit» 
General, which» as it bel^Higs to the perìod lÉ 
whioh we bave now arrired» and iUustratea the 
pdiicy which Oliver deli^ed to pursue» seens 
worthy of a place in our narrative. His Iiord* 
ship, we are told^ after the murder of the King^ 
gare up ali Ireland for lesi, and retired ima 
fingland, to a «diali estate which he possessed Itt 
S<Nnersetshire. Resolving, while therO) to a€« 
tempt something for the public good, he applied, 

* WUtéodu» 4ia 
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tliron^jl^ Ad Sari «f Wonrìek, for * pMsport ta 
go beyotid Mas, that he might reorait his bealth 
at the wàìU^a of Spa in Oermany. HÌ9 real olw 
ject wAB to obtain a commisgion from Charles 
tké fileeond, cdleet what money and troopa he 
eoald nuse in foreign oountrìes, and return to 
Ireland with the view of makin^ a last effort to 
àseìst the royaKsts and reeorer hii own estatea. 
He had already reached London in order to 
pfogepnt^ hk Boheme, when a gentleman belong* 
lag to Cromwell carne to his lodgings, to let him 
know that the General, his master, intended to 
wait ilpon hkn, if he knew bnt the hour when 
he would he at leisure to receive him. Mneh 
snrprised at this, since he had never had any 
aequmntanoe with CromweU, nor over exchan- 
ged a word with him, his Lordship told the gen» 
tieman he presnmed he was mistaken, and that 
ho eonld net be the person to whom he was 
Sem. The ether answered, he was sent to Lord 
BroghiU-^t that timo the title of Lord Orrery 
-«*«nd therefore if he was that lord, he was sent 
to him His Lordship finding, therefore, that 
there^was no mistake, desired the messenger to 
present his humble senrice to the General, and 
to let htm hnow that he wonid himself wait up* 
on him, when informed of his eonvenience ; npon 
whieh the gentleman departed. Lord BroghiI, in 
the meantime, was mightily concemed what Oli- 
rèr*% business with him should be. While yet 
mnsinff on the snbjeot, CromweU came to him ; 
and, after mainai saintations, told him he had a 
peat kindness and respect fbr hit Lordship, and 
therefore he wae come to aequaint him with 
SMMtkkig that did mf neany eonoena htm> 
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and to gire lum his adirioe ta tke matler. He 
then proceeded to say that the CJoimcil of State 
were acquainted wìtn his designa ; and in faot 
immediately unfolded ali his Lordshtp's «e<aret 
projects. He. assured him, at the same tim^ 
that he conld even show copies of his lettera re- 
specting them ; and added, that the Oouncil had 
ordered Mm to be sent to the Tower upon hk 
arrivai in town, which would have been imme- 
diately executed had net he himself interposed 
in his behalf, and proeored some time to confer 
with him, to see whether he might not be drawn 
off from his purpose. Upon this, being suffi» 
ciently assured that he was discovered, BroghìI 
beg^ed his Excellency's pardon, thanked liim 
for his kindness, and desired to he advised whal^ 
to do. Cromwell told him that neither he ner 
the Oouncil were strangers to his Lordship's ae- 
tions in the Irish war ; «nd therefore the sab- 
dtting of the rebels in that country being now 
loft to his care, he had obtained leave to make 
àn offer to him, that if he would serve in 
the wars against the Irish, he should have a 
general officer's command, and should bave no 
oatibs or engagement» laid upon him, nor shouM 
be obliged to fight against any but the nativea 
themselves. Amazed though he waa at se ge- 
nerons a proposai, Broghil would nevertheleas 
at first have excused himself, and desired some 
time to con»ider; but Cromwell to]d him he 
must resolve presently, becanse Uie Connci]^ 
from whom he carne, were determined to send 
his Lordship to the Tower as soon as over he 
should return to them, in case this offer were not 
aocepted. His Lordship prudendy^greedto the 



proposed temuh-^ngaginff, iipòii kit word and 
Aonour, fiiithfully to assist bis Excellency in siib«- 
dning ike Irìsh reb^on. Upon which, Crom^ 
well bri^y desìred bim to basten down to Bris- 
tol, wbere laroops sbould be immediately sent 
to bim, and ships ordered to effect tbeu* trans- 
portation into Ireland ; adding, tbat be bimseif 
wonld sbortly foUow, with tbe main body of tbe 
army. 

It is well known tbat Lord Brogbii folfilled 
most bonoiirably tbe promise giyen in tbe cir- 
cBiBBtaaces now desdribed, and contributed not 
a little, by bis important services, to complete 
tbe conqnest of IrelandL Nor did be relinquisb, 
in tbe meanwbile, bis princìples as a royalist, 
bat was ready, when a favourable opportunity 
|»resented ìtself, to co-operate witb nis friends 
m Engkmd for tbe restoration of tbe monareby 
in tbe person of Cbarles tbe Second.* 
. On tbe I5tb of August, 1649, Cromwell reacb- 
«d Dublin, wbenoe, after allowing bis men two 
weeks to prepare for tbe fatigues of tbe ap- 
proacbing campaign, be proceeded to reduce 
Drogbeda, or Tredagb, as it was tben called, 
garrisoned by more tban tbree tboosand brave 
.soldiers under Sir Artbur Asbton, an officer of 
^eat oonrage and experienoe. It was a mie 
witb tbe Parliamentary General to spend as 
•little timo as possi ble in tbe fonnalities of a 
8Ìeg«, but to storm every fortress wbicb be in- 
.rested, as soon as a practicable breacb could be 
effected in its walls. He porsued tbe same 

• Mórrice^s Life of Lof d Orifenr, p. 9. Oliver Crwm- 
^fttmd hia TimcB, jp. d35« ' 
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«yftém mt Ùroghbàvk ; tot «« the troopg williia 
wene animated by the presenoe of leader» nvho 
wouid rather he baried under the ruing of the 
plaee, than sabmit to the fanatical host under the 
command of Cromwell, he met, on thrà occasiona 
with a most determmed resistsnce. In his let^ 
ter to the Parliament he admits^ ^at ^ through 
the adrantages of the place» and the eourage 
6od was pleased to givo the defenders, our meu 
trere ferded to retreat quite oot of the hreach, 
net withoQt «on^e contideraUe lose." Hig tete^ 
rans were induoed to ranke a «eeoiid attempt» 
** wherein,** says he, <' God was pleased to ani- 
mate thera 80, that they got ground of the ene* 
my, and hy the goodness of God forced him to 
quit hi8 ìntrenohments ; and after a very hot di8« 
pute, the enemy haring hoth horse and foot, and 
we foot only wtthiu the walls, the enemy gare 
ground, and onr men became master»." 

Ae the humanìty of Cromwell has been im* 
peached on the eridenee of the cnieltìes whieh 
he oommanded or allowed in the sacking of 
Drogheda, the reader wìll he enahled to form his 
judgment on this head by perusing part of the 
dispateh which the viotor sent to his colleagues 
at Westminster. After he had made a pa»- 
sage for his cavalry into the town, ^ the ene- 
my retreated, diverse into the Mill-Mount, k 
place very strong, and of difficult aceess, being 
exceeding high, having a good graft and strong- 
ly paliaadoed ; the Govemor, 8ir Arthur Ash- 
ton, and diverse eonsiderable offioers being there, 
our men getting up to them, were ordered by 
me to pnt them ali to the s word : And indeed, 
being m the heat of action, I forbado tàem to 
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fmare any tlMt wer« in arms in^e town, and I 
ttdnk that night they put to the iword about 
two thousand men. Diverse of the offieert and 
BoldierB beingfled orei* the bridge into the other 
part of the town, nrhere about one hnndred of 
them possessed St Petar's eharch Bteeple, some 
the west gate^ and otbers a strong round tower 
next the gate, called St Siinday. These being 
nimmoned to yield to merey, refased ; where* 
npon I ordered ^e steeple oÌ St Peter'g churcb 
to he fired. The next day the other two tower» 
were summoned, in one of which waa about aix 
or seTen score, but they refused to yieM them* 
selves ; and we, knowing that hmiger must Gsom« 
pel them, set only good giU9*da to seeure them 
£rom nmning away, tilf their stomach» were 
eome down. From one of the said towers, not* 
withstanding their condition, they killed and 
wounded some of our men ; when they submit* 
ted, their officers were knocked on the head,, and 
every tenth man of the soldiers killed, and the 
rest shipped for the Barbadoes; 1^ soldiers 
in the other tower wer« aQ S|iared, ag to their 
lives only, and shipped likewise foif the Barba* 
does."**-<< I beliere ali the friars were knocked 
on the head promiscaotisly bnt two, the one of 
whioh was Father Peter Taaf, brother to the 
Lord Taaf, whom the soldiers took the next day 
and made an end of ; the other was taken in the 
round tower, under the repote of lieutenant, 
«nd whoi ho tmdéM;ood that tke oficers in that 
town had no quarter, he confessed he was a 
friar, but that did not saye him."^ 

* Lettera firom Ireland, kc printed by John FieMy 
printer to the Farliament of SoglAnd, 1649. 
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Havhig given theae details, Cromwell adds, 
*< I am persuaded that this is a righteous judg- 
ment of God, upon these barbai*ous wretclies 
who bave embrued tbeir hands in so mucb in- 
nocent blood» and tbat it will tend to prevent 
tbe efFusion of blood for tbe fiiture ; whicb are 
tbe satisfactory grounds to sucb actions which 
otberwìse cannot but work remorse and regret. 
And now giva me leave to say bow it comes to 
pass tbat this work is wrougbt. It was set upon 
some of our bearts tbat a great tbing sbould be 
done, not by power or migbt, but by tbe spirit 
of God ; and is it not clearly tbat wbicb caused 
your men to storm so courageously ? It was tbe. 
spirit of God wbo gave your men courage and 
took it away again, and gave tbe enemy courage 
and took it away again, and gave your men cou-. 
rage again, and tberewitb tbis bappy success ; 
and tberefore it is good tbat God alone bave ali 
tbe glory."* 

Tbe apology tbat Cromwell suggests fon 
bis severity, wbicb assuredly in most minds 
would bave created remorse and regret, is 
founded on two circumstances, neitber of wbicb 
can be admitted in bis justification. He asserts 
tbat tbe bai'barous wretcbes wbom be pat ta 
tbe ' sword, bad imbrued tbeir bands in mucb 
innocent blood, allnding, we may presume, to 
tbe massacro wbicb disgraced tbe insurrection 
of 1641. But tbe defenders of Drogbeda were 
not Irisb. Ludlow, on tbe contrary, assures us, 

* The Mune letter already quoted. It is dated Dublln, 
September 17, 1649, andaddressed tothe Speaker, Leni- 
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t'hai when Olirei* arrived at OoMin» the Rojal^ 
ists ** pnt inofBt of their army iato their gmì^ 
sons ; having placed three or four thousand ot 
the best of their men, being motUy BngU^ ia 
the town of Tredagh, and tnade Sir Arthur 
Ashton goremor thereof." * The sanie aath<w 
mentions, that when the place was taken, << the 
alaaghter contnraed ali that day and the next $ 
'which extraordinary eeverityi I presame, ira« 
nsed to discourage others irom making opposi" 
tion/' This, there is no doubt, was the real 
motive ; and it is implied in the expression em- 
ployed by Cromwell in his letter to the Speaker, 
where he says that it will tend to prevent the 
effasion of Aood for the fatare. In short, his 
object was to set such an example of military 
execution as would terrify other garrisons from 
resistance— « policy of the most barbarous na* 
èure, and which (Sannot he defended npon any 
prìnciple of hnmanity or of International law. 

Bnt the <»tieUy with whidi Cromwell is justly 
chargeable, has been aggravaied by the asser* 
iion that qnarter was actaally granted before 
the walls of Drogheda were entered, and that 
the snbseqaent massacre took place in yiolation 
of a sacred promise. Dr Lingard relates, that 
*^ in the heat of the conilìct, it chaneed that the 
royalist oiScer who defended one of the trenches 
feu ; his men wavered, qnarter was offered and 
accepted ; and the enemy, snrmountiag the 
breastwork, obtained possession of the bridge^ 
entered the town, and sncoessively oropcame ali 
opposition. The pledge which had been giyen 

»Vsl.L^30^ 
b8 
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was now violated; and as sooa as reustonòe 
ceased, a general massacro was ordered <»* to* 
lerated by Cromwell. During five days the 
streets of Drogheda ran with blood — ^revenge 
and fanaticism stimulated the passiona of the 
foldiers — ^from the ^arrison tfaey turned th^ 
swords against the inhabitants, and one thou- 
sand unresisting Tictims were immolated to^e- 
ther within the walls of the great church^ whir 
ther they had fled for protection."* 

Justice requires that this charge should not 
be hastily admitted. It does not appear that 
Cromwell promised qaarter to the unfortunate 
garrìson of Drogheda, beyond what h usually 
implied in the terms of a surrender. " I sent," 
says he, <' Sir Arthur Ashton, the then goverf 
nor, a summons to deliver up the town to the 
use of the Parlìament of England, to the wkieh 
I received no satisfactory answer, butproceeded 
that day to beat down the steeple of the church." 
Nor is the anthorìty to which Dr Lingard re- 
fers altogether decisive of the point at issue« 
It may be true, as Lord Ormond asserts, that 
Cromwell's officers and soldiers promised quar* 
ter to such as would lay down their arms, and 
performed it as long as any place held out, 
which encouraged others to yield; and that 
when they had ali in their power, and feared no 
hnrt that could be done them, then the word 
fw quarter, went round, and the soldiers were» 
many of them, forced against their i/i-ills to ktll 
their prisoners.*}* It may even be true> that, in 

* History of England, voL xi. p. 37 
t Carte, I^tMs, -rd. ìkI f^ ifl2. 
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aome one trench where a royaHst ofBcer fell, 
and the men wayered, quarter was ofFered and 
accepted ; and that the republicans, upon recei- 
¥ing the order issued by their general to spare 
no one who carried arma, may have actually 
bntchered their coantrymen in cold blood. There 
Ì8, in short, nothìng too bad to be believed of 
Iroops who acted under the fanatical impulse, 
and were inflamed by thè theological hatred, 
which pervaded the greater number of the Par- 
liamentary regtments. But stili there is no evi- 
dence on record that Cromwell, in order to in- 
duce 8tr Arthur Ashton to yield, promised quar- 
ter to the gàrrìson of Drogheda, and afterwards, 
in violation of his engagement, put both officerà 
and men to the sword.* 

From the town just named, the English com- 
mander advaneed to Wexford, which, in like 
manner, soon submitted to his arms» and, in like 
manner, experienced the seyerity of his resent- 
ment. Hardly had he opened his batteries 

* A List of the Defendants in Drogìieda, 

The Lord of Ormond's regiment, Sir £dmund > ^|w^ 
Varney Lieutenant- Colone!, ) 

-Colonel Boum*s, 400 

Colonel Warren's, 900 

Colonel Wall's, 800 

' The Lord ofWestmeath's, 200 

Sir James DiUon's, 200 

Horse, 200 

3100 
It Ì8 said that only one individuai of the garrison esca- 
ped> to carry to the nenrwt station tho dr«adliijl tidipgs oi 
^ii; fìtte. 
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against the fortifioations, when the inhabitantt 
propoeed to capìtulate ; bnt before the terms 
oonfd be arratig^d, the assallaatd foand ati en« 
trfttice withiti the wsAh, and immediately renew» 
ed the massacre which had dtsgraced their suo* 
cesfl at Tredagh. No dUtìnetìon wag made be* 
iween the armed soldier and the defenceless 
townsman. Bven femalet were pnt to the edge 
of the 9word. Three hundred of the latter flodk* 
ed ronnd the great cross which atood in th» 
Street, hoping Siat Christian soldiers wonld be 
so far softened by the sight of that etnUem of 
mercy as to spare the lives of nnresìsting wo^ 
men ; bnt the victors, enraged at «neh snpersti- 
tion, and regarding it perhaps as a proof that 
they were Roman Catholics, and therefore fit 
objects of military fory, rushed forward and pnt 
them ali to death. 

It 16 evident, from Cromwell's letter to hie 
constitnents at Westminster, that an abomtnable 
treachery was practised by one of the commis* 
sioners sent out by the Governor of Wexford 
to adjust the terms of capitulation. He relates 
that two field officers, with an alderman and the 
captain of the castle» bronght ont the proposi- 
tions, and that, wbile he was preparing his an- 
swer, and studying to preservo the town from 
plunder, " the captain, being fwrly treated, 
yielded lip the casde to ns ; upon the top of 
which pur nden nò sooner appeared, but the ene- 
my qaitted the walls of the town, which onr 
nen perceiving, ran violently npon the town 
with (he ladden, and stormed it/V Theadran- 
tage, teoy thEo» tak»a of the govemor» has Tery 
mach the appeanmce of frand on the pari of 
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Cromvell ; for it is manifest that it was while 
the treaty was under consideration that the as- 
sault was made hy his soldiers on the defences 
of the town. There was, indeed, no positive 
cessation of arms : and hence, in a military point 
of view, arises the justification of the Lord- 
Lientenant, in availing himself of the haseness 
practised hy the Captain whom he had << fairly 
treated." But it is not so easy to find an excuse 
for the insincerity of his wailings over the de- 
molition of a place, against which he had let 
loose his infuriated repuhlicans. He admits that 
about two thousand of the enemy fell under the 
sword ; and contrasting this miserable issue with 
the better intentions which he professes to hare 
entertained towards the people of Wexford, he 
discovers that the Almighty had resolved to de- 
fisat his kind wishes in favour of these royalists, 
and to briog them to a condign punishment. 
" God would not have it so, but by an unexpect- 
ed providence, in his righteousj astice, brought 
a just judgment npon them, causing them to be- 
come a prey to the soldier." — << Thns it hath 
pleased God to givo into your hands this other 
mercy, for wbich, as for ali, we pray God may 
have ali the glory. Indeed, your mstruments 
are poor and weak, and can do nothing but 
through believlng, and that is the gtfk; of God 
also." 

Reeking with the gore of Drogheda and WeX" 
fbrd, he removes his camp to Ross, to which he 
prepares to lay siege on the 17th of October. 
On this occasion he sends to the Govemor, Lu- 
cas Taaf, the following summons : — " Sir, since 
itiy cgming into Irelandi I have this witness for 



myseUe tliat I bave endeavoured io avoid effu* 
8Ìon of blood, having beea before no place to 
which sach tenns bave not been first sent, as 
roight bave tnrned to tbe good and preservation 
of tbose to wbom they were ofFered. This beìng 
my principio, tbat the people and place wbere i 
come» may not suffer, except tbrough their own 
wilfnlness* To tbe end I may obserre the like 
course with this place and the people tberein, I 
do hereby summon yon to deliver the town of 
Rosfi into my bands to tbe use of the Parliament 
ofEngland." 

With suchfearful examples. before bis eyeg as 
bad lately been provided tor hìs admonition, the 
Oovernor did not bei^itate long as to bis final 
meafinres. He oonsented to givo up tbe town 
on condition of beìng permitted to march ont 
ynth. the honours of war» and to assure the in» 
habitants tbat their private property would be 
respected. An attempt was made to secure tbe 
froe exercise of religion, on the usuai plea of 
liberty of conscience. Cromwell replied, << I 
meddle not with any man's conscience ; bat ìf 
by liberty of conscience you mean a liberty to 
exercise the mass, I judge it best to ase plain 
dealing, and tolet you know, wbere tbe Parlia- 
ment of England nave power, tbat will not be 
allowed of.'' This is a distinction on whicb 
Cromwell was wont to found more compreben- 
sive meaaures, in regard to ecclesidstical claims, 
than tbat which denied toleration to the citizens 
of Ross» Liberty of conscience, in bis vocabu' 
lary, meant full freedom to think, but did not em-^ 
brace a oorresponding latitude in practice. The 
phraseadmittedtheinostunrestraiDedindul^ence. 
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as to' the rig^t bf formnig opinronsj bnt èonceded 
aot the slightest eonnivance in regard to niodeis 
4>f worship, or forma of ehnreh govenuoent, dif- 
ferent froiu those which he himself atoroved- It 
wa8, in short, the liberty of internai belief-^ 
freedom whieb apjplied exelnsirely to the niìnd, 
over which, indeed, the most jealous tyrants have 
Bo control ; while it granted no fkdiity for the 
exercise of those esternai «sag^s in whieh prae» 
tical reHgion is foond to oonsist, and withont 
whìoh the merely mental franchile Ì6 at once 
mockery and ìnmLU 

The mo8t formidahle enemies which Oliver 
liad to encounter after the reduolion of Boss, 
were stormy weather and a train of diseases in- 
eident to a moist climate and an nncultivated 
60Ì1. He met, indeed, with some resistance at 
Dnneannon and Waterford; but Estionage^ Car- 
rick, and Passi^e-Fort, surrendwed almost at 
the first snmmons. In a letter to Lenthal, re» 
eeived on thè 12th of Decomber, he boasts, that 
** by the good hand of the L(»*d^ yoar interest 
in Munster is near as good already as over it 
was since this war began. 8ir, what oan be said 
to these things ? Is it an arm of flesh that doeth 
these things ? Is it the wisdom and eouncil or 
strength of man ? It is the Lord only : God will 
ourse that man and bis honse who dares to think 
otherwise. Sir, yen see the work is dono by 
divine leading : God gets into the hearts of men, 
and persuades them to come under you. I teli 
you a considerable part of yonr army is fitter 
for an hospital than the field. If the enemy did 
not know it, I shouìd have held it impoHtiqne 
IO bave writ it; They kopir it; yel they kimv 
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not wliat to do. I hambly heg leaVe to àffer a 
word or two. I heg of those that are fiùliifiili 
that they, in the goveroment, in greatest trust» 
may ali in beart draw near unto God, giving him 
glory by holiness of life and conversation ; that 
these nnspeakable mercies may teach dissenting 
brethren on ali sides to agree in heart in praising 
Ood. And if the father of the family he so 
kindy why should there be such jarring and 
heart-buming among the children? And ìf it 
will not yet be received that these are seals of 
God's approbation of your great change of get 
vemment; which indeed was no more yours than 
these victories and successe» are ours : . wHh uti 
say, even the most unsatisfied heart, that both 
are the rigbteous judgments and mighty works 
of Crod ; that he hath pnlled down the mighty 
from his seat, that calls to accompt innocent 
blood ; that he thus breaks the enemies of hiis 
church in pieces ; and let them not be sulleii, 
but praise the Lord ; and think of us as they 
please, and we shall be satisfied, and piray for 
them, and wait upon oor God ; and we hope ìv:e 
shall seek the power and welfare of our natila 
country ; and the Lord give them hearts to do 
so too. Indeed I was constrained in my bowek 
to write thus much." 

An amusing contrast is exhibited by compa- 
rmg the letters which Cromwell wrote from 
Ireland to the Parliament, with those which he 
sent, in the course of his officiai duty, to tl^ 
govemors of snob forts as he summoned to sur- 
render, or even with those dispatches which lie 
forwarded to the varions officers under his.o(H9- 
mand. It i^vot.eusy tojpeuetifatei|il^:>h^.n|f- 
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tiprcs vUek akanld have indi^cedlim ta mm hn^ 
guagia iftlcfellaiB aoi^avcbiiiuc^ witk hi» fe^elingSi 
9aà with kk fotuat viewA o£ koman lìfe ; MrhU^ 
tha akoirdky aad £uiaticMaa of bis expQ&AuIat 
tìcHM» tak«B k|ta YÌew al dia aame momeul with 
tke. Mgaoily. of bis, oandiva^ bodi as a warrm 
aad a afeatounaa» eonslHnift oae <rf tbe most dìf<^ 
fienili iWQblana diat blstory baa aay wbera pre» 

Tbe «amjjttiga af I6é^ ckuied in a wannet 
▼asry 9MMtàfyia|f to ibe Lovd-liiaatenaiit a|id Ida 
^ooJadaBatea a^ Weatainslear« Lord Bragbil, 
whoin, by tbe BMans abeady deserìbed, ba bad 
gai«ad ovaF to the canta of the Parliameiit, prò* 
ved a most useful auxìliary in the progress of 
tba war. He iiida<sed the garnsons of Cork, 
Youghall, Bandon Bridge, and Kinsalet io de- 
dare lor the invadergi and eyen to tbrow open 
tbeir gtttos to the coiu|nerors of IXro^beda and 
Wei(&rd» Hanna in this way obtained good 
aooommodation and sapplies for bis men, Orom*' 
weli retired iato winter ^uarters ; wbere> &om 
about the middle of fìeoember, til} tbe end of 
Jaaoary, ì^ù^ he attawed bis exbausted troops 
ta reooier a little beakh and st^aBgth» and maoe 
anrangements Ibr. tbe oemplete subjugation of 
Ireland in tbe ensning spring. 

It wonld amear tluirt, durnig tbia reisess» the 
BarHaraenl and Coqncil of State were detona 
of a personal eonfeveaee with Cromwell, aad- 
had even desired him to leave tbe araiy and re- 
pair te lioadaa. A lattar for tbispurpo9e,siga- 
ed by tbe Speaker, aad dated the 8di <^ Jfannary, 
did not raaeh the caaap tUl the ^^ of Maroh, the ' 
dqr mk wbkb ha bega» tba siega^ Kilkeny. 

▼OIn xz. 
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<< I haye receired/' says he, in a commiiiuca- 
tion to Lentha], << various private intimations of 
yoar pleasure to bave me come in person to wait 
upon you in England, as also copies of the TOtes 
of the Parliament to that porpose ; bnt consider- 
ing from the way they carne, they were bnt pri- 
vate intimations, and that the votes did refer to 
a letter to be signed by the Speaker, I thought 
ìt would bave been too much forwardness in me 
to bave left my charge bere until the said letter 
Game ; it not being nt for me to prophesy whe« 
ther Uie letter would be an absolute command, 
or baving lìmitations, with a liberty lefì; by the 
Parliament to me, to consider in what way to 
yield my obedience." 

In truth, this able General knew too well 
the danger of delay in a civil war, to interrupt 
the progress of conquest by mixing in the deli- 
beratioQS of a body whom be hoped soon to be 
able to command. On the 29th of January, he 
was again in the fìeld, at the head of twenty 
thousand men, well disciplined and appointed. 
The first exploit he records was against Goran, 
or Newborough, a populous town, whwe the 
enemy had a very strong castle, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Hammond, a Kentishman» 
who had formerly served under the Lord Ca- 
pei. Cromwell relates that he sent him a very 
civil invitation to deliver up the castle into bis 
hands ; to which the other retorned a *^ very 
resolute answer, and fnll of height." Before 
the assault was made, the garrìson beat a par» 
ley for a treaty, which the General refìised» 
offering no other terms than that the lives of 
the saLdi«rs should be saved, butthat the officei» 
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must siirrender at discretion. These conditions 
wete accepted; the result of which must be 
given in Oliver s own words : " Next day the 
eolonel, the major, and the rest of the commis- 
Sion officers, were shot to death, ali bat one, who» 
beìng a very eamest instroment to have the 
castle delivered, was pardoned. In the same 
castle, also, we took a Popish priest, who was 
chaplain to the Catholics in this regiment, who 
was cansed to be hanged. I trouble you wìth 
this, the rather that this regiment was the Lord 
of Ormond's own regiment." 

It Ì9 not unworthy of notice, that in the re- 
duction of this town, as well as of Wexford, 
the band of treachery co-operated with the 
arms of war. In the latter case, the captain of 
the castle, who had been '< very fairly treated," 
and in the other, the officer, who was a " very 
eamest instrament to have the castle delivered," 
were, without doubt, purchased by the English 
General, who was no sti*anger ta any of the 
various modes of access by which the human 
heart may be approached. One of bis letters, 
indeed, i^ords an indication that he had certain 
uses for treasure besides the maintaining of bis 
horse and foot. ** Thìsmakesus boldto be eamest 
with you for necessary supplies ; that of money 
is one ; and there be some other things, which 
indeed I do not think for your service to speak 
of publicly, which I shall humbly represent to 
the Conncil of State, wherewith I desire we 
may be accommodated. Sir, the Lord who doeth 
ali these things, gives hopes of a spèedy issue 
to this bnsinesse, and, I am persoaded, willgra- 
ciously appear in it ; and troly there is no fear 
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•f €be stranglà and eomlmifttiótt òì énéiiiìed 
rabadaboiit, itor t)f sliiBderoiis tonglies at koinè. 
Gtt»à faith hil^^to feoeed y^u agaiavt; ali these» 
te vonder and imMizei&ent; they are tokens i^ 
your proaperìHy and «ncoesii^ oaly k wìll be 
goèd éèr yon, «nd «s dl8t emrve you, te fear the 
Lord, to fear nnbelìéf, aelf-seelang, eoafidence 
in am arm ef éeéty and e^Ninien (^ any inetìru* 
ments tkat diey Èére «ìtlier tàan «a dry boaes." 

UpoB tbe {renewal ù£ he^tilitìeg in the early 
Inenths ef 1650, Ci'OBiweU f^mà the ropilisis 
80 much depressed by deiéat and deaertien, tbat 
kìs army passed ev^ a gfreat fMurt of Ireland, aa 
if throngii «n «nrèaiatùag «ediuiA. KìUce«i]% 
it HI tme^ made a gaiUant reaistanoe» and occa* 
sioned te 4;he assaalanta « censìderaUe loia* The 
troo{M «mployed te tstorm it wero beaten back 
from the breach) net M4thont some ÌB[i{»ntatio« 
òn tbeir eonrag^ ; and k Was net until a aecond 
battery was ereeted, imd a p<»<tion of the town 
destroyed by fire, tàat the governiu* weu}d listen 
te tarma. dmlmeU diati^guished itself by a 
simiiar reÉlstance^ and> by addii^g pnidence te 
iralour, ^mppomììed the eneaiy ^ ^ triumph. 
The fc^wmg lettor destìlibès the progress of 
Ae aiege, and Ita ìaavi^ in ^ rery satisfactory 
nammmr. It ìb dated from that town on «he 
lOth May, 165^ 

** YeEMierday we atoraa»!! CSosneÙ, in wìbfcà 
Voth offieers and aoMiers did as much andmei^e 
than conld be expeeted. We had with our guna 
wÈtBàe a breach in tkeir Wofk% wkere, siiker a 
hot fight, we gave bade a while> biit presently 
i^arged up to the sane ground agiùn. Bnt the 
enemy had maèe lAMSifeelYes ex^eediag strong*, 
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by doublé works and tra vene, which were worse 
to enter than the breach ; wben we carne up to 
it, they had cross-works, and were strongly 
flanked from the houses witl^in their works. 
The enemy defended themselves against us that 
day until towards the evening, our men ali the 
while keeping up dose to the breach, and many 
on both sides were slain. At night the enemy 
drew out on the other gide, and marched away 
undiscovered to us, and the inhafoitants of Clon- 
mdl sent out for a parley, upon which artìcles 
were agreed on, before we knewthe enemy was 
gene. After sìgnìng of the conditions, we dis- 
covered the enemy to he gene, and very early 
this momìng pnrsued them, and fell upon their 
rear of stragglers, and killed above two hun- 
dred. We entered Clonmell this moming, and 
bave kept our conditions with them/' 

Cromwell was making preparations for the 
reduction of Waterford, when news arrived that 
the Scots were about to take arms in the cause 
of Charles the Second, whom, immediately after 
the death of bis father, they had prodaimed 
king. He therefore committed the care of prò- 
secuting the war in Ireland to bis son-in-law, 
the Major-General, who assumed bis new office 
under the title of Lord Deputy. Oliver thonght 
himself fully authorized to make this arrange- 
ment, as the whole civil and military power of 
that coimtry had been conferred upon him for 
three years, by a formai vote of the Parliament ; 
and, in virtue of the same commission, he soon 
afterwards nominated Ludlow lieutenant*gene- 
ral of the borse, to serve under Ireton as com- 
iQander*^in«chief. Having mad^ such other ar« 
c2 
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TWB^^ìmentB As the linie y^^dM pbmit^ im «ni- 
barked for England, wl^ere he wai^ recéìved wìtk 
lond aeolamations, hy aU the f riends Df this Com- 
monwealth. 

Bat the fame which he lef% iVi the kisgdom 
he hlid just coiiq[ueréd^ did nt)t reflect lipon hiè 
achieTémentli the saibe degrèe of piwse Whièii 
he reeeivéd from his more partM eomitrymeBv 
Oo the còntrary^ liie énieitieis <if whroh he ime 
gailly in that ^àhàppy land, sank %ù dei^ly itit» 
thè bearle of the sensitive peoplé Who endmied 
tiiem^ that the h^seof ahnndred and eighty years 
had not wom but the impressìon of ifti^ror «nd 
detestation wìth which his hloody eareter wm 
accompanied. Various attetaipts hare heen made 
to diseorer or to create an apology for hifei fem^ 
cious condnct. We have lìeen Jremirided ^àmk 
the Irish campatgn was thè first enterprise of 
ike neW comtmmwealtfa, ahd that it wm of tìie 
hi^hest iinportmce to the stabiiity ^f its gt)venr^ 
ment, and to the weight and respeetabìlity it 
shotdd possess among foi^ign feJtatiBi^ that tBfe 
irar should he condncted with skìll àiBd sue* 
cess. We are told, at the same tiitfe> that llhe 
inhabitants were bigoted, ighoraat» and bIo<Ml- 
thirsty Roman Cat^(dics ; a race nàbroken and 
savage, who had scardely in any instaaioe hem 
broii^t resolutdy to eneonnt€(r aft etfeoiy in llié 
field ; and faence CromweH ni%ht imaghee thMv 
by the terror of his name, he should iKift dnly 
^xtingmfih bU tfaeur hopeli cóf rèsìstohee, but evmi 
finish ^e wàr «t one bh>w. Biit tfais, it is add* 
ed» conld only be efiedt^d by oonvìnchtg thd 
rabbie of Cothoiic military ^t he was not td 
be trified lirith ; :aivia othieir word», hf ^(xhìì^ 
ing some examples df im fippaUiiig seyerity. 
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He iiAy^Yè b^e¥ied tknt, iti mah h ense» h 
ceìrtAiiì <!te gf u e t)f eHidly WtM r«al littiiiaiiity ia 
éiì^kév In «ìiei^tt it k ÉBmihved^ thiit kU j^r*- 
^^^96 wi»^ ki the courfite of a feir inotiths) le ky 
lA Irektid et llie feet ef tke PtorliàmeBt ; àMtl 
làien i% is nèkied, *< kox^ mnch wonld thè evits 
atten^Kiijf a f^w iiislai]«es ^ eètrly n^t^ity» he 
eempéhsat^ by the cutting <^ idnjlf yenrn of 
^iMrtiiMe re»ifltaii«e ?'' ** In fiiie> it nniwt be ad'^ 
iftittèd/* say4 thè adtocate to wboM I allode^ 
** tèat CromweAH ho weveir «baile atìd beneteietit 
nifght be hn gétiefttl dìs)p^sitioa> shoi;ned thial 
he wtts «apable ef «trìngitig himself to> and gè"* 
mg throifgh with^ àcts of crndty and hom>h''* 
B^t ito téérnùm^ founded on mere i&xpediencyv 
cati ever jn^tify the violatton of those originai 
icMtknentB ef homaii nature, npon whkh the 
Jaws of nioralily and religioii have their ehief 
dependenóe. Beside», excessive seTeiity in tt 
èOB^èl^(n> tiraany ^eàts the etidì for which it 
h adepted; beeauÉie, as the govemer ef er^ 
ftfrtrens e(Hàà net be e9q>ect«d to «arrender at 
tftw first sommoifft, niié as resistànùe iti ^rerf 
eta^ iìienrred the {mniskment of military exe« 
ctftion, the garìisens wonld ttot eniy hoid out te 
lite laaft extremity, hvlt eren then rather lese 
their lirefl in thè dét'ence of their waUs» or in 
figìfting at the eoraer of evetf «treet, than lay 
dolm theh* arnn, te *bè butehenrèd in cold blood. 
Thè pè^cy adopted by Crom^nell encceeded^ 
iiideed, for a timè ; biit ié #otild vòoìk have pro^ 
dttéèd a ^aotien, by ì^i^g "^6 de«pai¥ the attri* 
btt«es of eouìntge. The horrors of Dtogheda 

« €édlHn%'ColilMi<Mm<ràllV t^ ^ j^ Ièl« 
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and Wexford did not open the ntiefi of Kil- 
kenny, Ross, Waterford, and Cloninell; aad 
if the Irìsh could have trusted one another, and 
resisted the solìcitation of English gold, the 
camp of the invader would hare been convert- 
ed into an hospital before his ilag could have ap- 
peared on so many of the citadels of Munster. 

Another motivo for the severities of the 
Lord-Lieutenant, in the memorable campaign 
now described, arose from the sickly state of 
his army, which was melting away by agaes and 
fiuxes, and from his own impatience to ^< get out 
of the trade of war," and to take a share in. the 
government at Westminster. His health, too, 
had been impaired by the fatigue and bad wea- 
ther to which he was constantly exposed ; and 
when he sat down before a town, he did not 
conceal that the comfort of a house, compared 
with the privations of a tent, stimulated bis 
exertions, and made him refuse ali cessation of 
arms. But much may also he attributed to 
that indifference for the rights and sufPerings of 
Irishmen, which had become habituai to the 
people of England. The historian Cambrensis, 
who accompanied to the Green Isle the originai 
adventurers, in the reign of Henry the Second, 
recommended as a maxim for their proceedings 
in the new settlement, << that the only way to 
civilize the Irish, was to exterminate them, and 
seize their estates." This inhuman principio 
had been acted upon to a considerable extent, 
even when the natives had no other disquaUfi* 
cation except that of being the savage and 
ignorant possessors of land which their invaders 
were desirons to iippropriate ; but after the Re- 
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formation was establisbed in Britain, the cupi- 
dity of tte Protestants was inilamed by religious 
zeal ; and then, it appeared meritorious to expel 
from the land of their fathers the bìgoted ad- 
herents of a church which they themselves had 
hardly relinquished. Henceforward the Irish 
were stigmatized as Calh(ylics9 ai well as rebels, 
— s sufficient ground for any deeds of violence 
and oppression which might be exercised to- 
wards them t while Aeir ooiuitry» m Lord Ola- 
rendon remarla» ww the ** tpcetkt oapital oat of 
which ali d^ts we)*e paid^ ali servìces reward- 
ed, and ali acts of bounty performed." In fact, 
so atrong was the beliéf in botìi islandi tha* the 
English» at thia time« meatit to follow Itterally 
the adviee ifireia by Oambretwisi that, in the pre« 
ambio to the act for tettliog IrelAnd, the legis- 
lature thonght it necessary to express their 
Tiew« in sik£ a Way that the Irish people " might 
know that it fe not the intention of ParliafiMiit 
to extirpate that whole nation." 

It is a paiafol exerdsè of reflectimi to esti^ 
mate the amoaat x^ sufRirìng which must bare 
been tnilicted imon beland by the victorìes of 
Cromwell. Besides those wfao fell iti die towns 
whidi were aubjeoted to military fory, great 
nombers were shipped off to the plantationa 
abrt>ad ; and not fewer thoA fbrtywfiYe thovsaad 
men enliited in the armies of Franoe and l^min^ 
and theìreby became Y«duntary exiles from the 
country of their birth, vHbere they were no 
longer perAiitted to enjoy either liberty or fiiod^ 
those eommon gifks bestowed by nature ttpoD 
ali ber children* 
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CHAPTER IL 



Containing an Account of the Events which (ook 
place in Scotland^ from the Proclamation of 
Charles t/te Second, tiU the hattle of Worcester, 

Thb people of Scotland, notwithstanding the 
firmness wìth which they had opposèd the go- 
vernment of the late King, were alt along friend- 
ly to monarchical mie, and even to the heredi- 
tary rights of the House of Stoart. It happen- 
ed, aceordiogly, that when intelligence reached 
Edinhnrgh of the fate of the first Charles, a de- 
putatìon of the native Parliament proceeded 
to the market-cross of that city and proclaìmed 
his son King of Scotland, England, Franco, and 
Ireiand ; adding, as one of the terms of his ac- 
cession to the throne, that he shonld gire full 
satisfaction to the Lords and Commons of his 
firm attachment to the National CoTenant, as 
weli as to the Solemn League and Corenant be- 
tween the two kingdoms. The prìnce, howerer 
much he might he gratified by this decided step 
in his favour, was, at the same time, so greatly 
perplexed by the conditions on which alone he 
couid assume the exercise of royal power, that 
he refused at first to come under an obligation 
which must necessarily oppose his duty to the 
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interests of a largo proportion of his subjecte. 
He tberefore tarned his thoughts towards Ire« 
land» where the people were lesa disposed io 
circumscrìbe the prerogative, and of which the 
greater part had abeady submitted to the arma 
of Ormondy a faithfal and devoted servant of 
the crown* 

But the rapìd successes of Cromwell, and the 
fallare of the Marquis of Montrose in his at- 
tempt to erect the royal standard in Scotland in 
defiance of the Covenant, induced Charles to 
accept the conditions held otit to him by the 
commissioners of the northern kingdom. In an 
address recently presented to him by the Kirk, 
he had indeed been reminded of the sins of big 
youth, and of his refusai to allow the Son of God 
to reign in the pnre ordinances of church govern* 
ment and worship. He was blamed, too, for clei^ 
ving to counsellors who never had the glory of 
God or the good of his people before their eyes ; 
for admitting to his presence that << fiigacious 
man and excommunicate rebel, James Graham ;*' 
and above ali, for his giving the royal strength 
and power to the Beast, by concluding a peace 
with the Iriah Papists, the murderers of so many 
Protestants. He was desired to remember the 
iniquities of his father*s house, and to be assured» 
that unless he laid asìde the service-book so 
stuffed with Romish corruptions, and encouraged 
the reformation of doctrine and worship agreed 
upon by the divines at Westminster, and, final- 
ly, approved of the Covenant in bis tfaree king- 
doms, without which the people could bave no 
security for their religion or liberty, he would 
find that the Lord's anger was not tumed away» 
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Itti 1ik»l kk band WM «tm strfMiéd «Hit agiik^ 
the rdyal perscm and femily. 

Il ÌA not prdbable that Charles expected a 
hearty reception firem tk people w1m> thna nm* 
|led insolt wsth tkeir profeesions ei k>yaky« 
Bat receBt eventa bq loager lefii hka any ekòiee ; 
on which account, in the month of Auie 1656^ 
ke emWked in a tmall sqnadroa ti^lìfed by 
tbe Prinee of Oraage, and ^baped Uà eoutso fair 
tbe Aborea of Sootland. Ilie attadunent of tba 
natires to tbeir aaei^t line of Unga Ikirat ftttth 
in land aoclamationa wben be arnved on tba 
eoast ; and ev en tbe Committee of Estate» yi^M* 
ed ao far to tbis generous impnlfle as to reoeiva 
bim witb tbe bononrs due to bis rank, and to 
provide a revenne of L.IOO,000 p^ annum, fot 
tbe maintenance of bis bousebold. Tbey soon 
afterwards, indeed> proceeded to purgo big esta- 
Uiabment, by removing f^om bis court nearly 
ali bis personal fk-iends ; agalnst wbom, cbiefly 
for tboir prinoiples as royalists, and tot tbeir 
aversion to tbe Govenant, tbey entertained tbe 
warmest reseatment. 

Tbo reception of C^iarlet tbe Seoond, in qua- 
lity of King of England and Ircdand as well ai 
of Sootland, was equivalent to a declaration of 
war against tbe new Commonwealtb. Regard* 
ing it in tbis ligbt, the Parliamenti as we bave 
already mentioned, instructed Gromwell to leave 
.Jhis jj^vemment in tbe bands of Ireton and to 
repair to London, in order tbat arrangementa 
migbt be made for defeating tbe designs of tbo 
Presbyterians in botb divisions of the island. 
UpoB big arrivai in town, the palace of St James'a 
was appointod Ifor kia roflidenoo ; large grasts 
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of lund were voted by the House io their victo- 
rìons General ; and a renewed expression was 
made of their entire confidence in his abilitar and 
fiiithfulness. Fairfax, it is well known, was stili 
al the head of the army ; but, owing to the re- 
ligioas principles which prevailed in his domes- 
tic circley as also, perhaps, on account of his 
dissatìsfaction with the violent measures into 
which the Parliament had been hurrìed by the 
en^nies of the King, he was no longer regarded 
by the Council of State as a fit instrument for 
prosecuting their ulterior obiects. In a war 
against the Presbyterians of Éngland and Scot- 
landy no dependence could he placed upon a 
oommander-in*chief whose bosom friends and 
n^irìtual guides were of that persuasion. Hence 
the expedlency of intrusting their cause to the 
I^ord-Lieutenant of Ireland, whose hatred of 
the CSoTenant was not less inveterate than his 
hostìlit^ to the Royalists. 

But it is reasonable to conclude that nothing 
more was meant, in the first instance at least, 
than to employ Gromwell as the Lieutenant of 
Lord Fairnxy and thereby to direct the more- 
ments of the army to the accomplishment of 
their avowed desìgns against the church and 
king, now patronised by the Scots. The preju- 
dices of his lordship, however, did more for the 
fnrtherance of their views than coold bave been 
efiected by the best concerted stratagem. A 
conference was held on this interesting subject, 
the detaìls of which I shall gire in the words of 
Lndlow, whose duty, as one of the members of 
the Council of State, led him to take a share in 
it *< Conduding it highly neeessary to make 

VOL, li. D 
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some pnoarations against the stomi whidi 
tbreatened us from the nortli, and knowing thaft 
the satitfaction of their Greneral was of great 
importance to that service, the Couocil desìred 
the Lord Fairfax to dedare hit resolotion ooih 
ceming the same; who, after a day or two'« 
oonsiderataon, at the instance chiefly» it waa 
tàonght, of his wife, npon whom the presbyte* 
rian elergy had no smadl influence» aeemed mi*» 
willing to march into Scotland ; but dedared 
that, in case the Scota shoold attempt to invade 
England, he would he ready to hiy down his lifii 
to oppose them. We hibonred to pergnade him 
qì ike reaaonableness and jiistioe of our resolo- 
tion to march into Scotland» they having ai- 
ready dedared themselTos onr enemiea, and by 
public protestation bound themselves to impose 
that govemment npon us, which we had fouiid it 
neoessary to abolìsh ; and to that end hadmade 
their terms with Prince Charles, waàting only 
an opportonity, as soon as they had steei^then- 
ed themselves by foreign assistane» which they 
expected, to put their oesign in execution, after 
we shoiild be reduced to great difficulties ÌBin9> 
dent to the keeping up of an army, in expecta- 
tìonof being invaded by them; assurìng him that 
we thought ourselves indispensably obliged ia 
duty to our country— and as we tender the peaoe 
and prosperity of it, as well as to prevent tlie 
effiision of the blood <^ those who had been, 
and we hoped upon better information wodkd 
be, our friends — to march into Scotland, and 
eióier to understand from them that they aie 
onr jfìriends, or to endeavour to make them «o ; 
ckoeeiiig mther to make that coimtry the seat 
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f e£ wfur tlmn cor own. But the Lord Fairfax 
ifM» nnwillìng to alter his resolution in eonsi- 

( Aeration of any thing that could be sud. Upon 
this lieatenant-General Cromwell proposed, 
that DOtwitfastanduig the unwìUingness of the 
liOfd Fair£ax to eommand upon thìs occasion, 
tfaey should yet continne him to be General of 
ihe army ; and professing for himself that he 
would raiher choose to serve under him in his 
post» than to eommand the greatest army in 

I Airope. But the Council of State not ap- 

I provìng that adyice, appoìnted a committee of 
some of th^naelves, to confer further with the 
General» in wder to his satìsfaction. This com- 
flBttee was appointed upon the motìon of the 
IdeiitenaBt-General, who acted his part so to 
tiie life, that I really thought lùm in earnest ; 
irhkh obliged me to step to him as he was witfa- 
dfesawing with the rest of the c<Hamittee out of 
tiie cooncil-«hamher, and to desire him that he 
woald not in oomj^iment and humility ohstruet 
the public servìoe of the nation hj his refusai ; 
hot the consequmioe made it suffiraently evìdent 
that he had no such intention. 

' *^ The committee having spent some tioM in 

defaate with the Lord Faìmx without any suc- 
eeg% retnmed to the Council of State» where- 
vpam tiiey ordered the report of this affair to 
èe nnde to the Parliament. Which heing done, 
and smne of the Gei^ral's friends informii^ 
iàem that» tbough he had showed some unwill- 
ìagiiess to be employed in this expeditioa him- 
aelr» 3ret being more unwìlling to hinder the 
undertaking of it by another, he had sent his 
secretary» who attended at the door» to surrend- 
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er Ms commìssioii, if they thought fit to re- 
ceiye it. The secretary was called in and de- 
liyered the commission, whicfa the Parlìament 
havinff received, they proceeded to settle an 
annii^ revenue of five thousand pounds upon 
the Lord Fairfax, in consideration of his former 
servìces; and then voted Lientenant-General 
Cromwell to be Captain-General of ali their 
land forces, orderìng a commìssion forthwith to 
be drawn np to that efFect, and referred to the 
Council of State to hasten the preparations for 
the northem expedition."* 

Those writers who endeavour to explmn the 
action» of Cromwell, on the supposition that he 
always nsed indirect means to accomplìsh his 
objects, give hìm credit for a piece of able di* 
plomacy at the interview which has just been 
described* Ludlow, ìt is manifest, doubted the 
sincerity of the Lieutenant-General, and White* 
locke, we find, entertained a similar opinion; 
but it is more than probable that both of tbese 
annalists reasoned from facts which were after» 
wards bron^ht to light, and rested their jadg« 
ment on subsequent results, rather than on the 
fiur presnmptions of the case at the passing mo- 
ment. Mrs Hutchinson, who looked not so deep- 
ly for the causes of the events which fell mider 
her observation, but embodied into ber narra- 
tive the occurrences of the day, together with 
the impressions conceming them which were 
made on the public mind, assures her readers 
that Cromwell did not undermine Fairfiix, nor 
wish him to resign his commission as command- 

* Memoin, voL i. p. 315. 
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er-ÌD-cliief of the parliamentaiy fiiroas. She 
ascribef tlris resolution, <m the part of his loid- 
sdilp, entìrely to the relìgìoas prejudioes of hii 
wife^ who, nrged by her <£aplaìii«, distDadedJbim 
from hearing^ anas against Uie Presbyterian »• 
terests. 

The fnendi of liberty who already tatpected 
tiie dengiM of Olmr, nad ezerted ali thefar la- 
ioenee with Fabiax in private, wìth the view of 
indotti^ him to retain his high office, aad thero» 
ìfj to preveat a daDgeroos instrament from fidi* 
mg into the banda of big lientenant, who woakt 
HMMTt jn^Dbably «eit for the deetractioii of pid^ 
Me meóxmu Bat the General renaÌBed qvll» 
immovable. At the conferenee, too, he esJù- 
bited the sanie invinciMe obetinaey, ahhong^ 
the argnments whidi Cromwell eHiployed wera 
snffieient to orereeme any degree ctf rehictanoi 
whieh had no otherr foimdatioa thu am errotto- 
etts pereeptMMi of daty. He reminded his knrd» 
ahip tiiat the Soots had invaded Ek^^and sìnoe 
the reeognition ef the Sokmn Leagoe and Go-> 
irenttit, and in direct oontmvention ef its letter, 
as well as of ite spirìt— that they wem n0w ■!•» 
dtotiag aaellier inread, nnder tiie beuera of 
Charles Stoart, whom, witìioat tàe ocmaent «f 
the^ Conimonwealtii, they had prodaiaied aor»- 
«eign of tèe three kingdoms -and, theirfm'e, aa 
war was inevitable, it were better, he BaainÉana- 
ed, to mafce eheiee of the eaaHiy'a «oon^ for 
tìM seene of the appreadbiag eenflkt, thm ta pai- 
mlt a hostOe anay to penetrate into the hoMPt 
ef the nadon, already waated by tbe famgea ef 
tiieìr ewn dhril AaaenaioBa» 
d2 
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The reader wbo rigìdly confines bis judg- 
ment to the facts supplìed by contemporary 
wiitersy and rejects the inferences which bare 
been drawn by those wbo gire undue weight to 
bypotbetical views of character, will be dìspo- 
sed to conclude tbat Cromwell was sincere. It 
Ì8 uncandid to assert tbat be did not use the ar- 
gnments jast.stated, until be was sure tbat tbey 
wonld produce no effect; more especìally aa 
Sttcb an opinion ìs opposed by the unquestìon- 
able fact, tbat, at a meeting of the Gouncil of 
State, be nrged upon bis coUeagues not to hold 
the unwillingness of Fairfaxto march into Scot* 
land, as a gi^B&cient reason for accepting bis re» 
signation ; declaring bis readiness to serre under 
him, and tbat, too, with a greater feeling of 
prìde than he would command the greatest 
army in Europe. Stili it must be admitted 
tbat, if Cromwell's ambition at the crisis t<^ 
wbicb afiairs bad arrìved, reouired the retire- 
ment of Fairfax, be acted wisely by resolvìng to 
attend the conference in person; because bis 
absence would perhaps bave encouraged others 
to press upon bis lordsbip sucb reasons for con* 
tinuing in power, drawn irom the aspiring dia» 
racter of bis lieutenant, as migbt bave detenni* 
ned bim to comply with their wisbes, and even 
to place additionai obstades in the way of the 
other's advancement. 

Bnt, as has been already mentioned, Fairfax 
persìsted in bis resolution to retire ; and, by tbat 
stop, be at once placed the power of England 
in the bands of Cromwell, and depriyed bimself 
of ali means of adding to bis military renown. 
*< He tben died to ali bis former glory, and be* 
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carne the monnment of his own name, which 
cvery day wore out,"* 

At thìs period Cromwell appears to bare laid 
bis mind open to some of those bewìlderìng im- 
pressions which are so apt to seize the imaffi- 
natìon of a man who has lisen suddenly to the 
possession of supreme power. He felt that he 
bad been selected by Providence for the accom- 
plishment of great purposes, and beffan to ap* 
plv to bimselfy as an mstmment of tne Divine 
will, eertain passages of Holy Scrìptore, which 
ihadowed forth the trinmpbs and felicities of the 
Messiah's kingdom. This fanaticism is by no 
means imnatnral ; nor does the ardent spint of 
Cromwell afford the only example of its infla- 

♦ Hutchinson*» Memoirs, voi. il. p. 172. It is deser- 
Ting of notice, that the reasons assigned by Fairfàx hlm- 
«df, do net quadrate with the motives aarigned by Mn 
Hatchinfloa. " Ali the power being got into the anny, 
they cut up the root of kingly govemment; after this 
were engagements made to abolish that title. Then waa 
war declared against Scotland for assisting the King, and 
several leagues made with foreign princes to confederate 
with their new government, which was now a common- 
wealth, against the kingly power. Ali this I Baw with 
grief and aorrow ; and though I had as much love of the 
ormy as ever, and was with great importunity solicited 
by that remaining Parliament and soldiers to continue 
my command ; and though I might, so long as I acted 
their designa, have attained to what height of power and 
other advantages I pleased ; yet by the mercies and good- 
ncBS of God, I did, so long as I continued in the army, 
4]ppose ali those ways in their councils ; and when I could 
do no more, I then declined their actions, though I did 
net resign my commission which I had from the Parlia- 
ment, till the remaining part of it took it from me." Short 
IVfemorials. Somers's lYacts, voi. ▼. p. 396* 
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enee in the kìgh walks of human life. The reli- 
gious temperament of the age in which he liyed> 
taught him, indeed» to ascribe hìs elevation to the 
special views of a particular providenoe, while 
other h^roes have used a lesa int^igible lan- 
gnage in refer^ice to a certain fate or destiny 
which they were sent into the world to fulfil ; 
biitthefe^iiigy in its origin and priaciple» is ea« 
sentially the sanie in a puritan and in a phìloso- 
pihist ; arising in both cases from a long traki- €Ì 
«uoeess, as w^ as from the ccmsdonanesB of 
m^antic plans which borrow the sanction of in» 
«piratìoB, aad of bonndless schemes of improve-» 
ment which seem wortby of a celestial origin. 

it is to Ludlow that we are indebtcd for an 
lUustration of the fact now stated. Soon after 
Cromwell waa appointed Captain-GreneraL of the- 
national foreesi he happened to sit near the othar 
in the Hoote of Commons ; when obsenring, aa 
he Imagined) a eertam i^teration fai the look» and 
earriage of the repnbliean colonel, he expresMcl 
hìs apprehension tbat he had begnn to entertain 
su&pioions of hÌ8 integrìty as a servant of the 
iKiUio. Ludlow made a eivil reply» asauriag 
kim llMit hi» opinioni had ondergcme no ehaag:e* 
(Htrer iBTited him to a ponrat» eonferewse m ^ 
Qneen's gnard-chamber; on wfaidi oeeaskm Ile 
endeavoured to convince his friend of the neees* 
•ity now incombent upon him to do many thbgs 
that ai^eared exiraardinary in the judgment «f 
tene men^ who^ in opp o ai t i on to him» took tnak 
eourses at woald bnng r«n mon Aeumlvet a» 
well as upon him and the public etmte; alfttni- 
ing his intentions stili to be directed to tiie gfmà 
of the peflfl% ibr wboM welfiyre ha waa ready 
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io sacrìfice his life. He dedared that his desires 
were limited to the settlement of the nation in 
aireeand eqaal commonwealth ; acknowledgìng 
that there were no other probable means to keep 
out the old family and govemment from retum- 
ìng npon them. Above ali, he stated his con- 
yiction, that it was the design of the Lord in 
their days, to deliver his peoj^e from every bur- 
den^and that he was now bringing to pass what 
was prophesied in the hnndred and tenth psalm ; 
from tlM consideration of which he was often 
enconraged to promote the aocomplishment of 
those ends which were indicated by the finger 
of Providence. Upon this, he entered npon an 
exposition of that psalm, in which, says Lnd- 
low, he spent a full honr. 

The muitary memorialist does not favonr his 
readers with any specimen of Cromwell's com* 
mentary ; but it is not difficult to imagine what 
mnst bave been his views on such passages as 
these : << The Lord at thy right band shall strike 
throngh kings in the day of his wrath." — << He 
shall fili the places with the dead bodies ; he 
shall wonnd the heads over many countries* — 
The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength ont 
of his Zion ; mie thou in tbe midst of thine ene* 
mìet.— 'The peonie shall he willing in the day 
of thy power ; thqu art a priest for ever." Ha- 
▼ing finished his exposition, he assured Ludlow 
tJiat he intended to make a thorongh reforma- 
tìon of the dergy and of the law ; bnt added, 
'« tiie 8<ms of Zeraiah are stili too strong for ns."* 

It was on the occasion now mentioned, that 

• LudlcVs Memoirs, voi. i. p, 319. 
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Cromwell indnoed his auditor to accept the ap- 
pointinent of Lieutenant-General in Irelaad; 
being desirous, it is probable» to bave him re- 
moved to a distance from the centro of afiìurs 
dnring the approaching expedition to the north, 
when the more violent repubUcans, of whom 
Ludlow was one, might take adrantage of any 
reverses that should befall him» and place the 
power of the state in other hands. The succesa- 
or of Fair&Xy indeed> already peroeired that 
he had more to dread from hia former frìends 
than from bis avowed enemies ; and, under thia 
impressioni he determined to render the arsay 
atiU more subservient to his nlterior plans» and 
to separate the interests of the soldiers frcnn 
those of the commanders under whom they had 
been orìginally brooght into the field, With 
this yiew, he cUsmisseid many of the old officerà 
who belonged to what was called the ^< Godly 
Party," and gare their places to men who con- 
aidered the pursnit of arms merely as a profea- 
aion, withont taking much pains to weigh the 
equity of the cause in which they were engaged» 
er àllowìng themselves to challenge the prò* 
priety of the orders which they were summon/^ 
to OMy. « New," says a popular writer» fUJèe 
poison of ambition had so uloerated Cromwell'a 
heart, that the effects became more apparent thaa 
before; andwhileasyetFaii&csUKMlanempty 
name, he was moulmog the army to his miad i 
weeding out the godLy and npright-hearted men, 
and fiUing ap their rooms with rascally tom-ooat 
^Talìera and pitiful sottbh beaats of bis own al- 
liance, and other such as would swallowall things, 
and make no question for oonscienoe sake. Yet 
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ihìs he die not directly nor in tnmult, bat by sncli 
degrees that it was nnperceived by ali that w«r« 
not of rery penetrating eyes."* 

In pnrsuance of the same object, he distrìbn* 
ted the men of the fanatical corps, which had 
senred dnriiig the dyil war, into dìfferent regi- 
ments, n^ere the same spirit of politicai unionr 
and relìgioiM partisanship did not prevail, and 
thereby oompletely nentralized that powerful 
prìneiple, by means of which he had repeatedly 
nttimidated the Parliament, and finally bronght 
his sovereigpi to the block. He had no longer 
sny oecanon for agitatorg, and therefore he snp- 
pressed aH deliberative bodies in the army. He 
noir felt that the instmment which he had used 
with 80 nrach effeet, possessed two edges eqnal^i 
ly sharp;'and therefore he not only threw it aside> 
bnt eudeavoured to stamp it under big feet, and 
to grìttd it as smail as powder. He dreaded the 
men who hadformeriy been the most submissiTe 
of hia^agentg, eyen in the most desperate enter» 
prìses to which rerenge or ambition can erer 
earry the human mina ; for which reason, he 
kfcbomred to divide their inflaence to such an ex- 
tent as to render it inefficient, and to connteract 
their plftDs by the introductìon of an antagonist 
power to which every day would gire addiiìonal 
strengfh. 

Nor did a long timo dapse before it became 
numifest that the fears of Cromwell were not 
i^getiier withont foundation. Three militaij 
enthasiasts, Rich, Staines, and Watson, conspi* 
red agùnst his life. Being brought before Uie 

* Hutchteon^ Memoin^ toI« fi. p. 1^* 
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council of state, they acknowledged their gnilt, 
and were about to be sentencea to a condign 
panishment, when the General interceded fot 
ihem and obtained tbeir pardon. Having vin- 
dicated himself from tbeir malice, and <^ laid 
open wbat pitifol, eneaking, poor knares they 
were, how nngratefnl to hìm, and how treaoh^r- 
ons and cowardly to themselves, he became their 
advocate, and made it bis suit that they mìght 
be no farther published or pnnished." ThU gè- 
nerosity, " for indeed he carried himself with the 
greatestbravery that is imaginable therein, nrach 
advanced bis glory, and cleared him in the eyes 
of superficial bebolders ; bnt others saw he crept 
on and could not stop him, while fortune itaàf 
seemed to prepare bis way on snndry occasions." 
The last sentence is very remaxkable, as 
written by a contemporary. The progress fi£ 
Cromwell was perceived, bnt it could not be 
checked. Fortune ministered to him the most 
apt occasions, which he was always ready ta 
seize and tnm to the greatest advantage fw bis 
personal views ; and ali this while, he carried the 
most open fìuse, and made to those about him the 
mostobligingprofessions of friendship. ButMrs 
Hutchinson assures us that ber busband ^< law 
through him, and forbore not often to teli him 
wbat was suspected of bis ambition, what dissi- 
mulations of bis were rèmarked, and how disho- 
nourable to the name of God and the profession 
of religion, how destmctive to the most glorions 
of earthly causes, and dangerous to ali their tri- 
umpbs, tiiese things would prove, if unfortu- 
nately they should be founa to be true. He 
would ^eem to receive these cautions and ad- 
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iQonitions as the greatest demonstrations of 
integrity and friendship tkat coold be made, 
embrace the Colonel in bis arms, make serions 
lyin^ professions to bim, and after enquire men's 
opinions concernine bim; whìcb the Colonel 
neyer forbore to tdl bim plainly, althougb he 
knew that he received it not with the compia- 
eency whicb he endeavoured to assume."* 

• Meanwhile preparations were going forward 
pn both sides of the Tweed for the campaign 
whick was about to open on the Scottish bor- 
dar. Cromwell departed from the capital about 
the beginnìiup of July, baying made ready bis 
way by a de<£uration addressed << To ali that are 
siùiits and partakers of the faith of God's elect 
in Scothind.'* The enemy made a similar appeal 
to the publicy and sent, at the same tim^ a list 
ef «inestions io the English General respecting 
the grounds of bis meditated invasion, m utter 
contempt of the covenant subsisting between 
the two kingdoms. For tbis reason, on bis ar- 
riral at Berwick» he thougbt it necessary to re- 
peat bis manifesto, vindicating bis motires and 
the character of bis troops against the asper- 
fiions of the Presbyterians, assurìng ali classes 
of the people tlmt he would not omr the least 
▼iolenoe to their persons or possessionsy and in- 
Titing them to remain in their bouses, wbere 
tiiey should be permitted to enjoy their goods 
inpeace.f 

The latter prodamatìon was lìkewise meant 
to connteract the effects of certain mmours re* 
latìre to the bloody and vindictive temper of 

* Hutdiinsou*! Mtwtììn, toL ii, p. 169. . f Note B. 

V0L.n. B 
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CromweK, which, it mnst be aeknowledged, de» 
rived some degree of probability from bis re- 
cent oonduct in Irelaxid. It bad been said tbat 
be meant to put to deatb every man betw^en 
sixteen and sixty yeare of age ; to cut oflF the 
rìgbt banda of the youths under tbe period oi 
Mie jnst specified ; to bum tbe wt>men'8 breast» 
witb bot irons, and to destroy ali cattle sud 
movable property. Hence tbe Englisb officerà 
relate, tbat wben tbey bad crossed tbe borderà^ 
tbey saw not in tbe places throngb wbìcb tbey 
imssed any men capable of hearing arms ; buttbe 
streets of tbe amali towna were full of women, 
<< pitifìil, sorry creaturea, clotbed in vbite fian- 
ncd, in a very bomely manner. Very raany of 
tbem mucb bemoaned tbeir buabands, wbo, uey 
aaid, were enforced by tbe lairda to gang to tbe 
muater. AH tbe men in Dunbar, aa in odier 
placca of tbia day'a marcb, were fled ; and not 
4uiy to be aeen above aeven or under aerenty 
yeara old, but only aome few decrepid onea."* 
Tbe Scottiab leadera were not leaa active tban 
their opponente ; but aa tbe country waa miaera- 
bly divided, neitber tbeir councìla nor tbeir mi* 
litary operationa were conducted witb any de- 
ffree of unanimity. Tbe miniatera were aaid to 
be aa buay in enforcing dbcipline and warlike 
exerciaea aa tbey bad formerly been in tbe la- 
bouraoftbegoapel. Upwarda of tbirty accepted 
of commìssìons as majors and captains, wbo now 
beld fortb tbe Bible in tbe one band, and tbe 
aword in tbe otber; telling tbe aoldiera tbat tbey 
need not fear wbat man conld do againat tbem; 

l* Relation of the Fight at leith. 
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that <3od was on their side; and that he had 
pirepared an engine in heaven to blaat the de- 
«igna o£ ali covenaut-hreakers upon earth** 

On the 29th of July, a week after OromweU 

erossed the Tweed, he adraaced to Edinburgh, 

where Lesley had collected his anny • He had ìnn 

deed prepared for action at Gladsmnir» at which 

l^ace, he was informed^ the Scots had resolved 

to dispute hit passage into Mid-Lothian ; hot 

•meeting with no opposition, he proceeded to 

Mosaelbnrgh, a amali town aboot six miles from 

die capital, in the neighboiarhood g£ which he 

eataUiahed his head-<iuarters. The Soottìsh 

General had posted his troops to such advaa- 

tage, that CrcHODwell fonnd, to ose his own laa- 

fpoage, they ^ were not easìly to he attempt- 

ed; «n which accomit he retired to Musstt- 

bii^fhy to " refresh and re*¥ÌctiMil'' his meii. A 

, smart skirmish took place while Us anny was 

retrograding, in which Mi^r-General Lambert 

was woimded and taken prisoner. The attadc 

was made by two bodies of Soottish horse^ the 

•one frmn Leith on the rìght» the other from the 

Canongate on the left. Captain Eranson, who 

receiyed the charge of the latter body, was rout- 

ed, as was also Cromwell's own reg^ment, which 

aupported him, and they were only extricated 

l^y the gallaatry of Lambert, who, as has just 

ìseea stated, receired toTend severe wounds, aad 

was a short time in the hands of the a8sailaBt8.f 



* CromwvBiaaa, p. 8S. 

f Menoinof Captala Joto HedgMB, p^ IdOl '< Akmit 
.«ìflivwi o*èlMk," mf% the CuptaÌB» '* we wanied «or hrtad 
and cheese, and drew ofF towards MusseUMOflL ; aad tke 
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On the foUowing night a party of Soottish 
horse, amonntiiig to about eight hundred^ and 
commanded by the Major- Generala Montgo- 
mery and Strachan, made an attempt on Crom* 
yrell's head-qnarterg at Stoney-hill, a house si- 
taated on the western bank of the Esk, in the 
yicinity of Musselburgh. Their guides were a 
gentleman named Hamilton, the proprietor of 
the mansion, and bis servante both of whom 
were killed. When the EngUsh patrol of ca^ 
ralry were ronsed by the approach of the ene» 
my, two of their own conntrymen, who were 
among the assailants, went forward and called 
ont that it was a false alarm, which gave to the 
Scottish lanoers an opportunity to gallop in 
amongst them and do some execution. Fleet^ 
wood's horse were entirely ronted ; and the mala 
body of the army owed its preservation to the 
vigilance and actiyity of Lambert's infantry, 
who immediately sprung to their arms. The 
party kd by Montgomery on ibis occasion were 
called the Kirk*s regiment of horse ; bnt in the 
eyes of the sectaries to whom they were oppo« 



Tan of our army marcliing too fast, as if we had been at 
a great distance from the enemy, they took courage and 
carne swarming out like bees, horse and foot, fell upon our 
rear of horse, where they were sore put to it, near Lich- 
nagarie, [Restalrig, not Lang-Niddery, as the editor of the 
Edinburgh impression of 1806 suggests,] cut and hewed 
Major- General Lambert, took him prisoner, and were 
carrying him away towards Edinburgh ; but the yaliant 
Lieutenant Empson, one of Hacker's offioers, pursued 
with fiye or six of our soldiers, and hewed him out and 
brought him to his own regiment, where we procured him 
a pacing-horse." 
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mày they ìli deserred tkat veneraUe i^ppeDation ; 
far, fnNHi cerlain loose expressions uttered by 
ihém in tke beftt of the actioa, there eottld be 
■• dottbt thftt tome r^robale caraliers had 
fcind a i^tace in th^ ranka. 

Cromwell (booght Ibis atteek of sufficient im- 
p^rtanee to be mentiimed in a éispatoh to the 
Preaident of the Cemicil of State. « The eae- 
Bay oame eo wità a great deal of reaolation, beat 
Ui o«r gttards» and put a regunent of bone ta 
■aio diaarder ; bttt onr men speedily taldng the^ 
idann, charged the enemy, routed them, took 
saany priseAeiii» kiUed a great many of them, 
and did ezeeMion witbìn a quarter of a mile of 
JBdtnfauigb. Indeed, thìs ìs a sweet begiimìiig 
of yonr biNiiieMey^^r xathor <^ the Lorna, and 
I belMTe it Ì8 net TOiy satUfactory to the ene* 
mff e^Moiall^ to the ILirk party ; — and I trust 
tma work wbioh is the Lord'% wiU proaper in 
Ae haads of hit servaata."* 
. Oatha 6th itf Aaguat the Eaglish General 
coKtinaed bia retreat towarda Dunbar^ lia¥ÌDg 
£Mnid il iupoaaiUe to anpply bis army with 
provisions in a diatriet fr<Hii whiek ali the con» 
and calde had been renoYod hy the eomiaand 
of the Seottiab f^venonent* He aooii after- 
wurda reanmed bit atteoipt on the eafMtal ; but 
fiading thal Lealey was detenùaed to coAtinHo 
an Ae defeMive^ mid Dot to rìak aa ^Mgemeat, 
iH^dmcAed hie iiiarob towarcb thePmt!^ 
mìùk Ae Tiew ef abyrning bia aataganiat by 



^ Sé. Mwaoiw «f Gifteia Jékm 
e2 
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a demonstration of cutting o£P his snpplies £pom 
the west, and of interrupting his commnnication 
with Stirling. This manoenvre produced not 
the intended eJBPect, The Scottish commander 
thonght it sufficient to cover Edinbm^h, and to 
defend the principal passes which lead to the 
shores of the Firth ; being satisfied that want of 
food wonld compel Cromwell to retrace his steps 
to the neighboorhood of his fleet at Dunbar, be- 
fore he himself shonld find it necessary to ha- 
zard a batUe, in order to re-establish his maga- 
cines. 

A yarìety of moTements were made by both 
armies in the western division of Edinburgh* 
shire ; the object of which, on the part of Cron^ 
wel], was to bring on a battio, while Lesley oon- 
fined his endeayonrs to the protection of the 
city and the destruction of his enemy's resources. 
At one place where the small ri ver Leith sepa- 
rated the camps, the English pushed on their 
lines with the intention of making an attack. 
The word giren out was « Rise, Lord I" The 
body of foot advanced within three hondred 
yards, when they discovered snch a bog on both 
their wingg of borse, that they could not pasa 
over. « Thus," says Captain Hodgson, " by 
this very nnexpected band of Providence were 
we prevented, and had only liberty to play with 
onr cannon that evening and part of the next 
moming, which did good execution, as we be- 
lieve, upon them. We had very strange and re^ 
markable deliverances from theirs, though they 
played very hard upon us, and that with mnch 
art ; but the Lord suffered them not to do uà 
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mach bart ; we liad not slain and woimded «bove 
ifive-and-tweiity men."* 

Cromwell was present in person on this oc- 
eaèìon. He even headed the advanced party, 
und approached so near to the Scottìsh lines» 
that one of the enemy fired a carbine at him» 
with the view of checking bis progress. Oliver 
«alled ont to the trooper and saio, << tbat if he 
w«re one of bis soldiers, he wonld cashier him 
for discbargin^ bis piece at sach a distanoe." 
The man, wo had formerly served in England 
«mder Lientenant-General Lesley, instantJy re- 
cognised the leader of the Ironsiaes, and spread 
■the ìnformation tbat the officer at whom he bad 
jùmed was no otber than Cromwell himself, 
whom he bad often seen in company with Lord 
lioven when the army was in Yorkshire. 

The pian pursued by the Scottish General 
was bitherto attended with complete success. 
The invaders were again compelied to retreat 
to Mnsselbnrgh, after having heen in the field 
nearly a montb, exposed to much bad weatber, 
■snd many prìvations. On the Slst of Augnst» 
theur commander wrote to a member of the 
Oonncil of State, describìng the marcbes and 
^onntermardies which he bad made, with tbe 
view of bringing tbe enemy to action, or of 
driving him from bis defences under tbe walla 
43Ì Edinburgb. Lesley bad threatened to inter- 
pose bimself between Cromwell and bis sup>» 
plies, a demonstration which accelerated the re> 
trc^^rade movement of the Englisb ; but as bis 
^bject ali tbe wbile was to shun a general en- 

• JUlfttion of Campai^^iì, 266, 



g a gw e nt , he nuide c^oiee of soeli positioni m 
at once rendered an attadc unpraetieaUe, aiid 
liarassed the enemy, whese comminicatioiis he 
nerer ceased to meDaoe. OltTw reiates, thst 
ÌM oppoAeiit marehed in the ni^t beiweia 
JL^th aad Edtnbvgli, ta f^ace himself << be- 
tweea ns aad oar vìetnal, hnt the Lord had m 
mercy prevented it; which we pereeiviag m 
tàe BMMnbig, got ia time enough, thrmigli tiie 
goadnefiNS ef l£e Lord, lo the seannée ; ne e»»» 
Boy beinsf drawn ap es the hUl n«nr Arthnar's- 
Sc«t, locbng «K» m, h«l not atteaaptiiig aay 
Ittag." 

From Masselhngh tì:re kandrod siek hma 
irere shipped fbr Berwick, while dieeaBe iotm 
•d to be rapkfiy exleading thronghoat theanay. 
Hodgsan remans, that they became weaker au 
wviiker every day, and that as they were dfaw« 
mg hcwieward towards Haddìagtoa, the Scota 
kmgenlhcir tight flaak. Anattemptwasmade 
at the town jmt mvMd to chedc àie adnoiee 
«f their punuers ; b«t after a oontaftlatioB wtm 
hM by the saperìor oficers, it was reeolred ta 
cantiaue itkm latreat to Dnabar. ** We staìd,*^ 
aays the oiptùn, ^ tifi aboat tea o'ciodD-4ttd 
beea at prayer ia severa! regimeats Be a t aw«y 
•ar waggo m and €arriagea---ttDd not k>Bg attore 
vards nuvdied^ a mot, skamredf kmmgrff, di»- 
mmngtd mumf; aad the S c o te pormed so Teiy 
dose, that onr rear-guard had mach a«b to ee- 
eareoorpoor waafc Ibot, that was B#t aUata 
asArdi iq>» We draw Bear Dnabar towardB 
aight, aad tìte Seots ready ta 101 »ob wr 
rear."» 

p. 14a 
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According to the statement giren by Crom- 
well himself in his dispatches, the pressure on 
his rear, between Masselburgh and Hadding- 
ton, mnst bave been very considerable. << By 
the time we had got the yan*brìgade of onr 
borse, and our foot and train ìnto their quar- 
tersy the enemy was marched with that expedi- 
tion, that they fell npon the rear forlom of onr 
borse, and put it in some disorder ; and, indeed» 
had like to haye engaged our rear*brigade of 
borse with their whole army, had not the Lord, 
by his proTidence, put a doud over the moon, 
thereby giving us an opportunity to draw off 
those borse to the rest of the army, which ac- 
cordingly was done without any iosa.** 

It was on Sunday the Ist of September, that 
the bitter march was accomplished ; and next 
moming, which was very tempestuous, they 
found that Lesley had intercepted their farther 
retreat, or at least that he had taken up snch a 
position as must render their subsequent move- 
ments extremely perilons. '* He had," says 
Hodgson, << blocked up onr way for England ; 
and onr poor army drew up abont swamps and 
bogs not iàr from Dunbar, and could not pitch 
a tent ali that day." At nino o'dock in the 
erening a conncil of war was called, wbere, af- 
ter debating the case at considerable length, 
many of the officers recommended that the foot 
«hould be shipped, and that the cavalry shonld 
force a passage tlurough the enemy. It is said 
that Lambert opposed this resolution with great 
rehemence, and advised the council rather to 
try the fortune of arms once more, than to ex- 
pose themselves to disgrace, and perhaps to en- 
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tire destruction. He reminded them that they 
had enjoyed great experìence of the g^oodness 
of God while they kept together, and ìf they 
parted, ali might be losL He represented, too> 
that there was no longer time to embark the 
ìnfantry, for day would dawn before the shìp- 
ment could be effected» and consequently they 
nnst sacrifice aU theìr waggons and ammunì- 
tion. He stated, in the thinl place, thal they 
had great advantage in the ground which they 
oocupied, shoald a battle take plaoe ; because 
the Scots, being oonfined between a rarine in 
front and a mountain in the rear, could not de- 
pk>y theìr regiments or bring them into acticm ; 
and hence» if their right wing were soccessfìiUy 
attackedy the rest of their anny would neoessa^ 
rìly be thrown into eonfusion. Fourthly, he 
arguedy that as the enemy had left interrii m 
their Hae upon the brìnk of the bill, the Rngiìgh 
caralry might advanee in troops and the infìmtry 
m ecfmpaniesy without sustaining any matonal 
oppositiim, hecause Lesley's baìtalions could 
neither extend their line nor ehange ikér fr^it, 
littt at the faaoard of throwing ih» whole army 
iirto diserder. Lastty, he matntained that their 
artillery would sufficiently oc<»ipy the attmtiwi 
of the left wing» while the borse and foot ad- 
/raneed agatnst the right ; and that if the laUer 
wo^repulsedy a general rout of the enemy matt 
ineTitably ensue» and a complete victery would 
«rown the exertions of the assailants» 

These arguments» we are assared» altered the 
TÌews of the militaiy counsellonL But there i& 
little doubt that before the o£Boers were conve- 
mtdy CromwellhadrefiolTed toattadk Laàmy in 
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the momìiiff. Observìog, in the coiirse of the 
aftemoon, tibat the Scottish General had brought 
his main etrength of home and artillery to wardg 
ina rìght wing, he discovered that an opportu- 
mtj waa thereby afforded for bringing him to 
action. " We could not wéU imagine bnt that 
the enemy intended to attempt upon us, or to 
place themselres in a more exact condition of 
ìnterposition. Major-General Lambert and my- 
self comin^ to the Earl of Roxburgh's house 
and observmg this posture, I told him I thonght 
ìt did givo US au opportunity and advantage to 
attempt upon the enemy ; to which he immedi- 
9^1y replied, that he had thought to have saìd 
the same thing to me : to that it pleased the 
Lord to set this apprehension upon our hearts 
at the same moment. We called for Colonel 
Monk, and showed him the thing; and coming 
to our qnàrters at night, and demonstrating our 
apprehensions to some of the colonels, they àlso 
cheerfiilly eoncnrred." 

The rovine, or clough, as Captain Hodgson 
calls it, was formed by the deep banks of a 
stream which fiiUs into the sea at Brosmouth- 
park. At one point it was passable both for 
horse and infantry, and Cromwell, to prevent a 
surprise, had ooeupied that positiou with a strong 
body of tiDops. in the night, Lesley, who saw 
the importance of the pass, had taken it fìrom 
the enemy, and was found at the break of day 
ready to dìspute the advahce of the nino regi* 
ments which Oliver had selected for the attadc* 
The Engiish commander had given orders that 
the onset should he made at the first break of the 
dawn; bnt Lambert^ finding the qpproach seized 
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by the Scote, and not having been able to bring 
up the artillery as quickly as he expected, did 
not open his fire till about six o'clock. The word 
ìsisued by Lesley was the ^* Covenant ;" that on 
thè side of the parliamentarians was <* the Lord 
éi Hosts." The conflict, which began with the 
horse, was obstinate and bloody — a hot dispute 
at the poìnt of the sword. The first division of 
the English foot was overpowered and driren 
back, when Cromwell ordered np his own regi- 
tient, under Lieutenant-Colonel Goff, who made 
their way agaìnst ali opposition. *^ At the point 
of pike," says he, " they did repeU the stoutest 
regiment the enemy had there, merely with the 
conrage the Lord was pleased to gire ; which 
proYC^ a great amazement to the residue of 
their foot." The cavalry foUowed up this adran- 
tage, charged the infantry who were already 
outflanked and depriyed of their usuai support, 
and carried confusion into the whole line. Hodg- 
son says, '< one of the Scots brìgades of foot 
would not yield, though at point of pike and 
butt-end of the musket, until a troop of our borse 
charged from the one end to the other of thezn, 
and so left them to the mercy of the foot.'' In 
truth, after the right wing was broken, the Scots, 
to use the lanraage of the same writer, << routed 
One another,' and fell into the most shameful 
disorder. 

The misconduct of Lesley at Down-hill, has 
usually been ascribed to the fanaticism of the 
ministers attending his army; who, being appre- 
hensiye lest the sectaries should escape from 
their hands, are said to bave coznpelled the Ger 
neral to descend from the lugh groimd of which 
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ha had tsken possession, in order to intercept 
their retreat along the coast. In his letter to 
the CommoBs already mentioned, Oliver mys^ 
" I hear that when the enemy marched latt up 
ta US, the ministers preeied theIr army to inter* 
pose hetvreen us and home ; the chief officerà 
desiring rather that we shonld have way made, 
Ihoiigfa it were by a golden bridge; bnt the 
dìBi^'s oouneel prevailed to their no great eom* 
fori, througfa the goodness of 6od/' It is there^ 
fore Tery probable, as the majority of historians 
^lontinue to assert, that, on the 2d of 6eptem«> 
ber, the influence of the preachen was more 
powerful in the Scottish camp than the author» 
1^ of the oommander-in'«hief. They induced 
him against his better judgment to alter his 
poflitìon in the presence of the enemy, shouting 
UM they carne down, << The Sword of the Lord and 
of Gideon T This fìdse move presented itself 
with ali ita conseqnences to the penetrating eye 
of Cromwell ; and whether he actuaUy made use 
of the expression which is attributed to him 
wheo he saw the Scottish line extending itself 
iato the plain, there ean be no doubt that he was 
satìsfied his enemies were about to be delivered 
ìnto his hands. The argnments, reported by 
Hodgson as haring been used by Lambert at the 
eóundl of officers, tnmed on the very pointa 
which must bave suggested themselves to the 
jBÌiid ei an experienced eommander; for it is 
obrions, irom the position of the Scottish army» 
tiiat if the right wing were tnmed, the retreat* 
ing regiments must inevitably throw into oon* 
fasiom the main body^ as well as the lefk wing, 
voli* lu F 
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and, in fact, as the captain alleged, << rout one 
another." 

Whatever apology may be urged for Lesley, 
there can be but one opinion as to the merit of 
his antagonist. Cromwell does not conceal that, 
when he compared the strength and advanti^e- 
ous position of the Scottish host with the mise-- 
rable predicament in which the coirne of event» 
had placed his own army, he experìenced ^* some 
weakness of flesh." Daring six weeks he had 
been in the field, withont gaining the slightest 
advantage upon his cautions opponent ; who,. 
from his better knowledge of the gromid, had 
not only kept him at bay, but harassed him by 
fatiguing marches, and nad eyen twice obliged 
him to retreat. At present he found himself 
hemmed in between an exhansted country in the 
rear, and a mountainous ridge in front, where, 
to use his own words, ten men to hinder were 
better than forty to make their way. Ali his ^ 
snpplies were drawn from the fleet, and he ac* | 
knowledged, that in stormy weather it was im- 
possible to land proyìsions, <' though the being 
of the whole army lay upon it." No wonder, 
then, that his '^fìtith had becomepoor and weak." 
The following description, although extremely 
indistinct botii in language and ideas, affords < 
nevertheless a yeij intellìffible indication of the 
perplexity in which he felt himself inyolyed. 
** Because of their numbers, because of their ad- 
yantages, because of their confidenoe, because 
of Olir weakness, because of our strait, we were 
in the mount, and in the monnt the Lord would 
be seen, and that he would find out a way of i 
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deliyerance and salvation for us ; and, iudeed, 
we had our consolation and our hopes." 

Next morning his hopes were converted ia- 
to the most elevated triumph and gratulation. 
Some obstacles indeed opposed his progress and 
tried his temper. He had commanded the at- 
tack to be made at dawn ; " but," says Hodg- 
son, << the day broke and we were in disorder, aud 
the Major- General awanting, being orderiug 
the guns ; the General was impatient ; the Scots 
a-preparìng to make the attempt upon us, sonnd- 
ing a trumpet.'* But his troops at leiigth ad- 
vanced, gained the pass across the ravine, and 
began to ascend the eminence on whìch their 
«nemies were crowded, and where the beat of 
the combat was naturally to be expected. Crom- 
well followed closely at the bade of his men, 
And as he moved up the bill, the sun, which had 
hitherto been concealed by a fog, burst forth 
with nnusual brìghtness, and threw a flood of 
light on the wide expanse of the German oceau 
which lay at his feet. Seizing the happy mo- 
ment, he lifted up his arm and exclaimed, *' Let 
Crod arise, and let bis enemìes be scattered !'' 
This splendid quotation at a crisis so important, 
awakened in the enthusiastic bosoms of his ve- 
teran soldiers the most animating sentiments of 
devptional trust and courage. They pushed on 
with irresistible fory, as the seryants of the 
JLord of Hosts, and soon found, as their leader 
expected, that their foes would themselves com- 
plete their own defeat. Hodgson assures us that 
he heard hìm use the expression just repeated^ 
^nd *' follo wing us as we slowly marched, I 
heard him say, * I profess they run T and then 
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was the Scota army ali in cUsorder and runoing» 
Iboth rìght wing and left wing and main battle. 
The horse fled what way they could get, ours 
pursued towards Haddington ; and the Generat 
made a halt and sung the hundred and seven- 
teenth paalm ; and by the time they had done» 
their party was increased and advancing ; the 
Scots ran and were no more heard of that fight^ 
The commander of our army was busy in secu- 
ring prisonera and the whole bag and bagg^e ; 
and after wards we retnmed to bless 6od in our 
tents like Issaohar, for the great salvation afford* 
ed to US that day."* 

After the first repulse, said the Tictonous 
Oeneral, they were given by the Lord of Host»^ 
as stubble to the swords of bis mea. The niun- 
ber of slain on either side, it may he presumed» 
was never accurately known ; for CromweU, who 



* Captain Hod^^son i^ppears to liave been a pion^ man^ 
and miich addlcted to devotional exercises. Bat it is 
doubtful whether his General would haye approved ù£ 
hi8 conduct en the foUowing oocasion, at a moment whea 
so much depended upon every man being at hb post. 
** Towai'ds moming we w&ce ordered to marob down to 
Koxburgh House, aU the whòle army, nekher regard- 
ing tents nor baggage, and as our regìment was marching 
at the head of the horse, a comet was at prayer in th» 
right, and I appointed <me of my offlcers to take my piace. 
I rode to hear bim, and he was exceedingly carried ob.ìIk 
the duty. I met with so much of God in it, aa I was 
satisfied deliverance was at band ; and coming to my com- 
mand, did encourage the poor weak soldiers, which did 
much aifect them, which when it carne to it, ' a little one- 
was indeed as David, and the house of David as the an- 
gel of the Lord.' " Zeeh. xii. a^OIedgsoii's Memoin,. 
p. 146. 
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yrsk always as much disposed to overrate the 
loss of hìs enemy as to diminish that wliìcli his 
own army siistained, must necessarìly bare writ- 
ten at random, the day after the fight, when he 
estimated the amount of killed on the part of 
his antagonists at three thousand. The prison- 
«rs are rated at ten thousand ; while the whole 
baggage and train, ali the artillery, amounting 
to thirty gnns, two hundred colours, with fìfteen 
thousand stand of arms, which fell into the hands 
of the Einglish, contributed to attest the extent 
of their trìnmph. Oliver boasts that hìs soldiers 
had the ** chace and execution*' of the fugitires 
near eight mìles ; and there is little doubt that 
more men were slain in the flight than in the 
-brief stmggle of the battio. 

Sir James Balfour, whose authority, bein^ 
that of a Gontemporary wrìter, is perhaps equa! 
to that of Cromwell, relates in his Annals, that 
^he nmnber of killed in the Scottish army did 
not exceed eight or nine hnndred. He admits 
that many of the foot were wounded, that many 
-«vere taken prisoners, and that the borse and 
«avalry were completely dispérsed; bnt adds, 
tliat in other rei^ects they received little or no 
linrt. 

The return of casualties, on the other side, 
is so very moderate, as to excite some suspicion 
of eoncealment. Cromwell says, << I do not be- 
lìeve we bare lost twenty men ; not one com* 
anissioned officer slain that I bear of, save one 
/comet, and Major Rooksby, since dead of bis 
-wounds." This statement wìll appear more im- 
probable when compared with the facts record- 
^ by the conqueror himself; that his hor^e ^A- 
f8 
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vanced in the fiice of cannoli and ìaSantrj vpbìA 
were placed in a <<good posture'' lo receive thein; 
«-«that tliere was a very hot dispute between the 
cavalry at sword's point — ^that hts first detach- 
ment of foot were oveipowered and drive» baclk^ 
and that he fonnd it necessary to cali up hia own 
regiment to sostain them in their return te the 
charge. But it was a ruLe with Oliver to a»» 
cribe bis sueeess to divine interposition, and 
hence> as Dr Lingard renuirks» the extmit of hia^ 
losseft was always fmraetUomfy onaU. 

The dav after the battio, Crenw^ iesoed a 
notice to be prodlaimed by beat of dnn% grant* 
ìng peraussiwi to ali the inbabitante to repair 
to the fieldy and to carry off in carl% or any 
other peaceable way, the weanded iae«» wh» 
had net been oth^rwlse removed, and were «till 
unable to walk. It ia reported» iMrooveff, thi^ 
he graated liberty to aboHt five the««aiid prisosh 
ers, who ajppeared imfit foff fiUure seraco; th» 
number whom he sent into Eagtend not mmdk 
exceeding three thouaa»d» the «loat of wheaa 
soon afterwards died a miaeraUe death. Whe» 
they reached Morpeth» they were pnt ialo m 
largo walled garden, w^Mve thty ale w i«w 
cabbages, leaves and roots ; <^ so many, sagr» 
Sir Arthur Haslerig» to whoae charge 4hey were 
committed» <^ that the very seed and lahoiar» afc 
fourpence a^day» was valned at aine jMMmda^ 
which cabbage, aa I eoaceive^ they havipg Ihi^ 
ed, aa they thmiebrea aaidL aear eì^ day% 
poisoned their bodie^ foir as they wuro naitng 
from thenoe to Neweaall% «ma died by tM 
way-aid^'» At DoffhMi» thty woio Mi^ ha 
th€ cath«dKd. tha Mlhiit>'« hoMMhwf «WM%^ 
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ed iiito 9A hospital : hai siieh wà» tbe de$tnie- 
tive nature of the dysenteiy, brought on by the 
miterabie treatment to irhich they had been 
snbjectedy that, on the 8th «^ Norember, only 
tix httodred ei^yed any degree of health, while 
five hmnAred were sick» and «^ sixteen hmndred. 
were dead and buried." 

In hi8 cetebrated dispatches to the Speaker» 
•the TictorìoQs General, 9s nsual, reminds the 
Farikiaent of their apùitnal duties : — ^^ May it 
please you to gire me the leave oi a fev woxda : 
it k «aste to say the Lord hath dono this : it 
w«Qld do yen Bood to see and hear o«r poor 
'fiMVtgoi^ and dovn making their boast of Uod: 
Bnt, fi»r> it k in your hands> and by dieso emi- 
nenÉmerdes Goajmts itmore ùnte yoarhnn^» 
te give ^or^ to Um, to imfKroTe yont power 
«ad hÌB Measiags to bis pratse. We that serre 
yen, beg of yo» noi te ewn ns, but 6od alone :. 
ve pray yen oim bós peonie more and more» fòr 
Ihey are the chartots and horsemen ef Israel : 
iiaiiiiiit yeoraelres» but ewn yonr anthority» and 
liHpioiie it te enrb the proud and the moleoty 
vaik aa wecdd distnrb Ae tnn^nillity of Bng- 
land, thongh n s ider whaAspeetovs ptetenees se^ 
eirer ; reliere the <^iM-eBsed» hear the greans of 
poer moners in Sim:laBd ; be pkMed te re€»^ 
the emsesof aU prefcssions» and if there he any 
e«e thttt makes meny poor to make a few neh, 
d*l snifes net n eoBMMBwealth. Sinceweeame 
late Scotbnd» it hnth been eur desire andleng- 
ing te heyesTeided htoed in this bnsinesse^ hy 
that €M hmh apetale bere feariMr his 
Aenghdacetred; and te d»t endWe 
Mah late mie sack in da ba!vskh 
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of Christ ; and conceming the tmth òf oar heàrts 
therein bave we appealed unto the Lord. The 
minìsters of Scotland have hindered the passage 
of these things to the hearts of those to whom 
we ìntended them ; and now we hear that not 
•only the deceìyed people, but some of the mi- 
nìsters are also fallen in the battio. This is the 
great band of the Lord, and worthy of the con- 
sideration of ali those who, taking into thelr 
banda the instraments of a foolish shepherd, to 
wit, meddling with worldly policies and mix- 
tores of earthly power, to set np that which 
they cali the kingdom of Christ — ^which is nei- 
ther it, nor, if it were, would such means be 
fonnd effectnal to that end — and neglect or trust 
not to the word of God, the sword of the spirit 
which is alone powerfol and able for the settìng 
up of that kingdom ; and when trusted to, wifi 
be fonnd effectnally able to that end, and will 
also do it. This is humbly offered fpr their 
sakes, who have lately too much tumed aside, 
that they miffht return again to preach Jesus 
Christ accorcnng to the simplicity of the gospel, 
and then, no doubt, they will discover and nnd 
your protection and encouragement." 

It cannot be concealed that the ministers wore 
•extremely hostile to Cromwell, and regarded 
him as the enemy of ali true religion and godli- 
ness. They asked a young officer who had been 
wounded and taken prisoner, ^< how long he had 
senred under Antichrist, that proud man Crom- 
well, over wbose head the curse of God hung 
for murdering the King, and breaJdng the Cove- 
nant ; and assured him that they did daily ex- 
pect when the Lord should ieìirer him into 
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dieir bands." When, on another occasion, the 
English General sent a proposai for the ex- 
change of some men who had fallen into his 
hands, Lesley was instructed to send the hlas- 
phemer this answer, « that his horse and foot 
wonld net he molested in tlieir peaceable retreat 
home to their own country/* While, by such 
eonduct they incensed the invaderà, they by a 
di£Ferent mode of procedure, paved the way for 
their ultimate success. They drove from the 
army the most experienced portion of the sol- 
diOTs, under pretence that they were unfriendly 
to their constìtution in church and state, and 
conseqnently objects of displeasare in the sight 
of God. " The Committee of Parliament," says 
Sir James Balfour, << for purging the armey, dici 
meitt this second, third, and fifth dayes of Aa- 
,giut; they did nothing against the enimey, hot 
purged out of the armey above eighty command- 
ers. The ministers in ali places preohed inces- 
santly for this purging, showing, LP that commit- 
tee did not proceid, the consequences that wold 
foHow, wold certainly prove lamentible and de- 
stmctive, and wold undoubtedly multiplie God*» 
judgments upon the land and armey/** 

Although to every eye possessing the smaD- 
est share of dlscemment, the causes of the late 
defeal were perfectly obvious, the Commissìon- 
•ri of the General Assembly met at Stirling on 
the 12th of September, to enquire into the 
eaoses of their faiinre, and to set forth a short 
declaration and wamìng to ali the congrega- 
tions of the Kirk of Scotland. In general they 

• Annales of Scotland, p. 89. 
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ascribe their loss, not to the impertinent inter- 
ference of clergymen with military counsels — 
the cause which Cromwell discovered at the 
first glance — ^but to some speculative errors in 
theological doctrine and church government, 
which were stili held by many of their people. 
For this reason they enjoin a solemn fast, and 
public humiliation, specifying thiiteen different 
subjects on which their grief and repentance 
should be exercised, during the performance of 
their religious duty. 

1. The continued ignorance and profenity of 
the body of the land, &c. 

2. The manifest provocations of the King's 
house, which they feared were not thoroughly 
repented of, nor forsaken by him to that day, 
&c. 

3. The bringing home with the King a great 
many malignants, &c. 

4. The not purging of the King^s family from 
mdlignant and profane men, &c. 

5. The leaving of a most malignant and prò- 
fané guard of borse to be about the King, who, 
havinff been sent for to be purged, about two 
days before the defeat, were si^ered to go on 
unpuiified, and even to fight in the army, &c. 

6. The exceeding great slackness of many, 
especially in those tMngs which concern the 
purging of judicatories and the army from ma- 
lignants, &c. 

7. The exceeding great diffidence of some of 
the chief leaders of the army, who would not 
hazard to act any thing, notwithstanding that 
God oifered fair opportunities, &c. 

8. The looseness, insolence, and ojipression 
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of many in the army, and the little or no care 
that was taken to preservo the com, &c. 

9. Great unthankfiilness for former mercies» 
and even for God's goodness towards the present 
army while they were together, &c. 

10. The eyeing of the King*s interest and 
quarrel hy many, without subordination to re<* 
lìgion, &c. 

11. The carnai, self-seeking, and crooked way 
of sundry in the judicatories and army, &c. 

12. The not putting a difference between 
those who fear God, and those who fear him 
not, &c. 

13. The exceeding great negligence that is 
in great ones, and many others, in performiog 
dnties in their families, together with a great 
mìxture of carnai affections and fleahly wis- 
dom, &c. 

These reasons, as they conveyed censure 
against ali but the parties who were most de- 
serving of blame, were not unanimously recei- 
ved. Several ministers refnsed to read them 
in their chorches, alleging that they were found- 
ed npon inaccnrate information, or on a malir 
deus spirìt of detraction ; and consequently that 
their first efiFect would appear in dividing stili 
farther an unhappy and most dìstracted country. 

Cromwell, on the other band, showed mudi 
more temper, and followed a better policy. 
Afìter bis victory at Dmibar, he advanced to- 
war^ Edinburgh and Leith, both of which 
places opened their gates without any attempt 
at resistance. StiU desirous to gain the confi* 
dence of the inhabitants, he issued a proclama- 
tìon on the 14th of September, assuring to ali 
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dasses of the people, not actually bearìng arms, 
the follest protection of theìr persons and pto* 
perty, and invitìng them to brbg^ their corn, 
oattle, and wares to market as formerly, with*» 
out any fear of plunder or violence on the part 
of the soidiers. On the «ame day he led hisf or ces 
on the road to Stirling, in the neìghbourhood of 
which town the Scottish army, under Lesley^ 
had partìally reassembled ; but finding the fort- 
ress itronger than he had esqiected, or being un^ 
wìlling to pnt bis reoent adrantages to axi iin- 
*8M8onable haxard, he withdrew hia men, andre.- 
torned to Linlithgow. While under the walla of 
4he garrison, whìeh he had intended to attack, 
a trumpeter arrived at bis headrquarters, with 
a request that certain prisoners might he rele&« 
ned on ransom ; to vhìch the Lord-Gtenend 
mrrote an answer, that <' we carne not hìther to 
make merchandize of men, or to get a gain to 
eurselyef , bnt for the lervice and security of the 
commonwealth of England.*' 

Finding that he could not make any impresa 
ftion on the main body of the Scottish army, he 
repaired to Glasgow, that he might bave it in 
bis power to watch the motions of the fanatioal 
remonstrantSy with whom he was much more 
deMrons to negotiate than to %ht GiUespie» 
afterwardfl Principal of the College^ had at tnat 
time the ohief management of eadesiasdcal af- 
fairs in the west. Oliver sent for bim one mom- 
ing and gave bim a long prayer, explanatory of 
bis own riewSy and of bis visitor's dnties. On 
the foUowing Sunday, the General went to the 
Catbedral church^ attended by bis officers, oti 
which oecasioB^ the minister, said by some fto^ 
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thors to Iure béen the fiunoiis Zadiary Boyd, 
and by others, a Mr James Durfaam, fbrmerly 
a captain of borse, inveìgbed against the secta- 
rìan commander as an eneiiiy of 6od and of the 
trae fàith. Thurlow, who was present, saìd he 
wonld shoot the sooiindrel, and put bis band to 
bis belt to seiae a pistol. <^ No, no/' said Oli* 
ver, ** we will manage bìm in bis own way." 
After service, he asked the preacher to dine 
witb bim, an inyitation whicb the otber accept- 
ed ; wben, bàving màde a brief repast, Crom- 
well asked bim to pray, and affcenrards took bis 
own tom of the pious exercise, in whicb he 
continued three bours. In tbis manner, and by 
otber means witb whicb the public were not 
made acquainted, the Presbyterian divine was 
brought to entertain a high opinion of the Eng- 
Hsb commander ; a change of opinion whicb he 
did not fail to show the very next time he as* 
cended the pulpit,* 

It must bave been on the same occasion that 
Cromwell recognised in the church an old play- 
fellow, named Wilson, who had served bis ap- 
prenticeship as a shoemaker in the borougb of 
Huntingdon. Going out of the Cathedra], after 
divine service, the General called bis old ac- 
fluaintance; wbo,being the son of a royalìst, took 
fright and ran away. When he was brought 
back, Oliver spoke kindly to bim, and gave bim 



* At Glasgow, Cpomwell tookup liis lodgingsand held 
his levees in Silver Craig's Close, on the east side of the 
Salt Market, nearly opposite the Brìdgegate, now used as 
a sale-room for old fumitufe. — Cldanéts Statistical An- 
naby p* 179. 
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some money to drink his healtb. Encouraged 
by this familiarity, Wilson, who had observed 
tbe impatìence of Thurlow, yentured to ask bis 
ancient friend, wbat it was tbat tbe officer bad 
said to bim dnring tbe sermon. ** He called tbe 
minister an insolent rascal," rej^ed Cromwelly 
<< and asked my leave to pnll bim ont of tbe pul- 
pit by tbe ears ; but I commaaded bim to sit 
fittili, saying, tbat tbe minister was one fool, and 
be anouier."* 

Upon bis return to Edinbnrgb, tbe command- 
er of tbe English forces laid siege to tbe Casde^ 
wbicb be was extremely desirous to rednce, 
tbat be migbt bave in it at once a place of arms, 
and a well-protected magazine of provisions, 
Stores, and ammnnitìon. An Express, dated on 
tbe 26tb of October, mentions, tbat tbe << mine 
intended to be spning under the castle, goes 
on very well ; tbey bave now wrougbt sixty 
yards into it, and are come to tbe bard rock, so 
tbat a few days will produce tbe desired efl^ct. 
Tbe two mortar-pieces being come from HuU, 
I bope we sball go to work tbat way. We are 
raising a platform for tbe battery, wbicb witb 
tbe mine wiU, we bope, tend much to tbe roda- 
cing of tbe same. They in the castle bave been 
so angry at it, that for two or tbree nights to* 
gether, they discharged seven pieces of ordnance 
against it, but did not spoil it much." 

These facts, trifling as they are, desei*ve tbe 
notice of the reader, because it bas been in- 
sinuated that Dundas, the governor, did not use 
ali the means in his power to defend the strong- 

♦ Tales of a Grandfather, Second SerSes, toL il. p. 71. 
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hold committed to his trast. Qn the 12tk of 
December^ a samiiioiis v^Ba sent in r^ular form 
by Oromwell, demanding tfaat the castle should 
be snrr^ulered on fit conditions ; not^ as on for- 
mer 0€casioii% for the seryke of the English 
Parliameiit, but to hìmself individaally. 

The Soottish hìstoriana, ìndìgnant tlìat a phioe 
of so much strength should bave sorrendered 
withoQt a strog^le, have not hesitated to assert, 
that the Englii^ obtained admittanoe ìnto the 
castle by means of a sibrer key. It is manifesta 
at ali ereiits, that the exertionfl of the goyemor 
were paralysed by the intelligeiice which waa 
daily ooBunimicated to him, of the dìsaensioog 
Ulrich preyailed between the royal party and the 
rigid adherents of the Covenant. The King had 
b^n treated by the latter body with so little 
regard to bis rank and feelings, being deprived» 
by their aathority, of bis personal friends and 
most deToted followers, that he fled from bis 
coarta to seek a lesa irksome asylnm among àn 
associatìon of cavaliers who had taken arms in 
bis canse* The fidelity of Dundas appears to 
bave been shaken by the incessaat ebb and flow 
of public affairs ; for assnredly it admits not of 
any donbt, that he was not compelled to lower 
bis flag en the ramparta of Edinburgh» by the 
^pproach of faoaine, or by the hazard of an im» 
mediate aasault» Well might CromweU, in his 
letter to the Parliament, assert that the mercy 
was very great and seasonable. " I think I need 
say little of the strength of the place, which, jjf 
k did noi come as it did, would bave cost very 
mach blood to bave attained, if at ali to be at- 
tainedy and did tye up your anny to that incon« 
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venience tliat little or nothiag coiild bave beefi 
attempted whilst this was in design» or little 
f ruìt had of any thing brought into your power 
by your army hitherto without it. I must needs 
say, not auy skill or wisdom of oura, but the 
good band of Crod, hath given ]^ou this place. .1 
belieye ali Scotland hath not in it so much brass 
ordnance." 

It is believed that Cromwell, for the parpiose 
just stated, availed himself of a correspondence 
into which he had thought proper to enter with 
some of the more rigid ministers, who had takea 
refuge in the garrison after the defeat at Down- 
hill. Both parties made the goremor the me- 
dium of their Communications ; and it has beai 
suspected, that the polìtic Independent, under 
cover of a theological discussion, applied to the 
wavering principles of Dundas sucn argnments 
as finaily shortened the labours of the siege.* . 

The correspondence now mentioned, took ita 
rise from the foUowing note sent to the gorer* 
norby orderof Gromwell: — "Sir, I receivedcom- 
mand from my Lord-Creneral, to desire you to let 
the ministers of Edinburgh, now in the casUe 
with you, know that they have free liberty grant- 

* " The castle," says Sir Edward Walker, « then wns 
iind yet is under the command of one Dundas, son-in-law 
to the old General Leven, a young man of no experience» 
but it is enough that he is solely at the devotion of the 
ruling party ; for it hath been since reported — whether 
ti'ue or given out, I cannot teli — that he wouid render it 
to Cromwell in case they deserted their first principles 
and took in the Engagers.*' — Journal ofAffairs in ScùU 
land, anno 1650, p. 181. For the Artides of Sunrendov 
•ee Note C, at the end of this volume. 
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ed them, if tbey please to take tfaepiénsi, topreach 
in their severa! chnrohes ; and that my hard hatk 

S'ven special command, both to officers and sol- 
ers, that ther shall not in the leasl be OK^est- 
ed. Bd^.WhaUey. September 9lli, ]65a/' 

Tlie mtnisters replied, that thou^h they were 
ready to be spent in their Master's servìee, mtà 
to rc^e no suffering in the way of their dntyv 
yet, regardin^ the persecntion directed againat 
the Presbytenans by the English army as altoge- 
ther of a personal nature, they had resolvcd " to 
reserve themselres for better times» and to watt 
iipon Him who hath hidden bis face for a while 
£rom the sons of Jacob." 9th September, 1 650. 

Cromwell, in bis answer, which is dated on the 
same day, remarks, that if their ^* Master'» seiv 
yice, as they cali it," were chiefly in their eye, 
imagination of sofPering wonld not bave cansed 
snob a return as they had made to bis free and 
ingenuous offer. He added, that the Presby- 
terian ministers in Sngland were supported and 
had liberty to preach the gospel, though not to 
rail ; nor, nnder pretence of expounding Scrip- 
tnre, to overtop the civil power and debase it 
as they please. The same permission had been 
granted in Scotland ; and no man cotdd say, since 
the entrance of bis army, that he had been mo* 
lested in the exercise of bis spiritual functions. 
Tnith, said he, becomes the mmisters of Chrìst; 
bnt when they pretend to a glorious reformation» 
and lay the n>undation thereof in getting to 
themselves worldly power, and can take world- 
ly measures to accomplish the same, they maV 
know that the Zion promised and hoped for will 
not be boUt with sueh nntempered mortar* 
q2 
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<< And altliougli they seem to comfort themsdlves 
with being the sons of Jacob, from whom tbe^ 
say God bath hid bis face for a time, yet it is 
uo wonder, when the Lord hath lifted up bis 
band so eminently affamst a Family as he hath 
done against this» and men wiU not see bis band, 
if the Lord bidè bis face from sucb ; putting them 
to sbame both for it and for their batred at his 
people, as it is tbis day.'' He concluded by re- * 
minding the ministers, tbat when tbey sbould 
trust entirely to the sword of the Spirit, which 
alone is able to square and fit the stones for the 
new Jerusalem, tben the city of the Lord would 
be built, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

The next Iettar from the clergy dwells much 
upon the sufferiogs of their brethi*en in Eug- 
land, who had been deprived of their benefices 
and compeUed to leave their dwellings, merely 
for declaring the will of God against the god- 
less and wicked proceedings of men. . Tbey al- 
lego, moreover, that the promise of liberty to 
preach unmolested was nugatory and deceptive, 
so long as tbey were not permitted " to speak 
against the sins and enormi ties of ci vii powers, 
since their commission carryeth them to speak 
the word of the Lord unto, and to reprove tUe 
sins of, persons of allranks, from the highest to 
the lowest :" that, to " impose the name of rai7- 
ing upon sucb faithful freedom, was the old 
practice of malignants against the ministers of 
the gospel, who laid open to people the wicked- 
ness of their ways ;" and tbey dedare that their 
consciences bear them record, that tbey meddle 
not with civil affairs further than to bold forth 
the rule of tho word by Hich tk^ ^tfrìghuxesn 
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Rnd crookedness of men s actions ftr^ made evi- 
dent. But they were especi^ly indignant, that 
men of mere civil place and employment should 
ùsurp the calling of the ministry^ to the scandal 
of the reformed kirks, particularly in Scotland, 
and contrary to the government and discipline 
therein estabiished ; to the maintenance where« 
of\ they insisted that Cromwell continued bound 
by the Solemn League and Covenant. In allu- 
sion to the recent appeal made by both parties 
at Duabar to the God of battles, the considera- 
tion of which their militar y correspondent had 
pressed npon their attention, they satisfy them- 
selres with observing, tkat <<. they had not so 
leamed Christ as to bang the equity of their 
eause npon events^but desire to bave their hearts 
estabiished in the love of the truth, in ali the 
tribulations that befall them." 

The controversy had now proceeded so far, 
and involved so many points at issue between 
tbe Presbyterians and Independents, that Crom- 
well imagined he could not employ bis spare 
time to better purpose than in writing a fall 
answer to ali the objections which had been 
iirged against bis principles, whether as a theo- 
logian or as the patron of a particular forni of 
ecclesiastical polity. The fruits of bis labour 
appeared in the foUowing letter, which affords 
one of the best specimens of bis talents as a 
writer, a controversialist, a logician, and a 
statesman, and is therefore entitled to a place 
in the biography of its distingnished author. 

" SlR, 

^< Becanse I am at some reasonable good lei- 
9are; l cannpt let fwdx a grpsse mistak^ wi un- 
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conseqnential reasonings passe witbont some nò* 
tice taken of them. And first, their ìngenuitie 
in relation to the Covenant, for which they com» 
mend themselres, doth no more jus^fie thetr 
want of Ìngenuitie in answer to Cbl. Wlially's 
Christian offer conceming which my letter char* 
ged them with gniltinesse, deficieneie, than their 
hearing witnesse to themselres of their adhering 
to their first principles, and ingennitìe in prose* 
cnting the ends of the Corenant, justifies them so 
to have dono, merely becanse they say so. Thej 
must give more leave henceforward, for Christ 
will have it so, will they nil they ; and they must 
have patience to hare the truth of their doo- 
trines and sayings tried by the suro touchstone 
of the word of Grod ; and if there he a liberty 
and duty of trial, there is a liberty of judgm^fit 
also, for them that may and ought to try, which 
if so, they must gire others leave to say and 
think, that they can appeal to equal judges, wbo 
have been the tmest fulfillers of the most reali 
and eqnitable ends of the Covenant. Bnt if 
those gentlemen which doe assume to Ihem- 
selves to be the infidlible expositors of the Co- 
renant, as they do too much to their anditorìes 
of the Scriptures, counting a different senso and 
judgment from theirs, breach of Corenant and 
heresy ; no marrell, they judge of others so 
anthoritatirely and sererely, But we bare not 
so learned Christ. We look atministers as help- 
ers of, not lords over, the faith of God's people. I 
appeale to their consciences whether any tryitig 
their doctrìnes and dissenting shall not incurre 
the censure of sectary, and what is this bnt to 
deny Christians their liberty, and assumo the te- 



OLIVER CROMWELL. 8T 

fallible cliayre ? What doth he, whom we would 
not be likened unto, doe more than thìs ? In the 
second place, it ìs affirmed that the minlsters of 
the gospel have been imprisoned, deprired of 
their benefices, sequestered, forced to fly from 
tlielr dwelliogs, and bitterly threatened for their 
faitliful dedaring the word of God: And. that 
they bave been lìmited that they might not 
speak against the sins and enormities of the civil 
powers ; and that to impose the name of raylÌDg 
upon such faithful freedome, was the old prac- 
tice.of Malignants against the preachers of the 
gospel. If the civil authority, or that part of it 
wbich continued faithful to their. trust, true to 
the ends of the Covenant, did, in ans wer to their 
consciences, turn out a Tyrant in a way which 
the Christians in after times. will mention with 
honour, and ali tyrants in the world look at with 
fear,. and many thousands of saints in England 
reJoyce to thiok of it, and bave received from 
the Land of God a liberty from the fear of like 
«surpations, and bave cast off him, who trode 
ia bis father's.steps^ doing mischief as far as he 
was able, whom you have received like fire into 
yonr bosom, of which God wi]l, I trust, in timo 
make you sensible ; if ministers railing at the 
civil polder, calling them mm*therers and the 
like, for doing this, have been dealt with as you 
mention ; will this be found a personali perse- 
cution ? Or is sin so because they say so ? They 
that acted this great businesse, have given a 
reason of their faith in this action, and some 
bere are ready farther to do it against ali gain- 
sayers. But it will be found that tbese repro- 
ver» do not only make themselves the judges aad 
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but they abo took liberty to stìr up the people 
to blood and armes, and would haTe brought a 
warre upon Eogland, as hath been upon Soot- 
land, had not GÓd prevented it ; and ìf sach se- 
▼erity as hath been expressed toward them, 
be worthythe name of personali persecntton, let 
ali uninterested men judge wbether the icalling 
of this praoticoy rayling» ì^ to be pualleled witk 
the Malignants' imputation upon the ministeri 
for i^>ealung against the popisb innorattons in 
the prelates' times, and the tyrannicaland wick- 
ed praetice then on foot, let your own con- 
seiences mìnd yon. The Roman Emperors, in 
Christ's and bis Apostles' times, were usnrpers 
and intrudws npon the Jewish state ; yet what 
footstep bare ye either of onr blessed Savionr's 
so much as wiliingnesse to the dividing of an 
inheritance, or their meddling in that kind? tUs 
vas not practised by the church since our Sap 
viour's timo till Antichrìst, assuming the inM'- 
lible cbaire and ali that he called the chnn^ 
to be under hun, practised this anthoritatively 
over civil goyemors. 

« The way to fulfil your ministry with joy»<ÌB 
to preach the gospel, which I wish some w^iò 
take pleasore in reproof at adventure, cioè not 
forget too much to doe. 

" Thirdly, y ou say yon bave just cause to xe^ 
great that men of cìtìI employments shoold 
nsurp the calling and employment of the minisi 
try, to the scandali of the reformed kirks, &c. 

*' Are you trubled that Chrìst is preaebed ? is 
preaching so inclusiTO in your fìmction ? Doth 
it «candakise the refonned kurks, and ScoUaad 
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in partìcahr ? Is it'against the Covenaat? Away 
with the Corenanty ìf thid be so. I thought the 
Covenant and these would have been willing that 
any shotdd speak good of the name of Christ ; ì£ 
noty it 18 no covenant of Ood's approving, nor are 
the kirks yoa mentiony in so mnch the spense of 
Ghrìst. TVhere dee yoa finde in ike Soripture a 
ground to warrant sneh an assertion, that preach- 
ìng* is inclnded in your f anction ? Though an 
approbatitm from men hath order in it» and 
may dee well, yet he that hath not a better war- 
rant than thaty hath none at ali. I hope he that 
ascended up on high may givo his gìfts to whom 
he please, and ìf those gifts be the seale of mis- 
Sion» be not envions aithough Eldad and Me* 
dad prophesie. You know who bids us covet 
eamestly the best gifts, but chiefly that we may 

rphesie, which the apostle explains there to 
a speaking to instraction, and edifìcation, 
and comfort, whìoh the instructed, edified, and 
comforted can best teli the energy and effect of ; 
ìf such eridence be, I say again, take heed you 
envy not for your own sake», lest you be guìlty 
of a greater fanlt than Moses reproved in Jo- 
shua, for envying for bis sake ; inaeed you erre 
through the mistake of the Scriptures ; approba- 
tiofi is an aet of conveniency in respect of order, 
not of necessity to givo faculty to preach the 
gospel. Yonr pretended fear lest error should 
step in, is like the man who would keep ali the 
wine ottt of the country, lest men should be 
dmnk. It wìU he founa an unjust and unwise 
jealonsìe, to d^iy a man the liberty he hath by 
nature, upon a suppositìon he may abuse it; 
wkea he doth abuso it^ judge. If a man speak 
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foolisUr» yon snffer him gladly, becwMe ye are' 
wise ; ir erroneansly, the trath more appears by 
yoiir convictìon ; stop snch a man's moiith wttfi 
sound words that cannot be gainsaid ; if blas- 
phemously, or to the disturbance of the pub- 
lique peace, let the civil magistrate pUnish him ; 
if trufy, reJoyce in the truth ; and if you will 
cali our speakings together since we came into 
Scotland, to provoke one another to lore and 
to good Works, to faith in ònr Lord Jesus Chrkt, 
and repentance from dead works, to charity and 
love towards you, to pray and moum for you, and 
for the bitter returns to, and incredulity of, our 
professions pf love to you-^of the truth of which 
we bave made our solemn and humble appeais 
to the Lord our God, which he hath heard and 
home witness to — ^if these things be scandalous 
to the kirk, and against the Covenant, becanse 
done by men of civili callings, we rejoyoe in 
them, notwithstanding what you say. 

<^ For a conclusion in answer to the witnesse 
of God upon our solemn appeal : You say, yon 
bare not so leamed Christ as to bang the equity 
of your cause upon events. We could wish 
blindnesse hath not beone upon your eyea to 
ali those marrellous dispensations which God 
hath wrought lately in Engìand. Bnt did not 
you 8o]emnly appeal and pray ? Did not we do so 
too ? And ought not you and we to thiuk with 
fear and trembling of the band of the great God 
in this mighty and strange appearance of bis, 
but can slightiy cali it an event? Were not 
both yours and our expectations renewed from 
time to time, whilest we waited upon God to 
see whioh way he wouid manifest himself «pon 
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OQr appeais ? And sliall we, after ali tliese otir 
prayers, fastings, tears, expectations, and so- 
temn appeais, cali these bare erents? The Lord 
pity you I Snrely we fear becanse it hath been 
a merciful and gracious deliverance tons : I be- 
tieech yon, in the bowels of Chvist, searcb after 
the mind of the Lord in it towards yen, and we 
shall help yon by onr prayers, that yon may 
finde it out, (for yet, if we know our hearts at 
ali)) onr bowels do, in Christ Jesus, yeam after 
the ffodly in Scotland: We know there are 
stumbHng blocca which hinder yon ; the personal 
prejadices which you haye taken np against us 
and our ways, wherein we cannot bnt thinksome 
ooeasion has been given, and fbr which we 
monrn ; the apprehension you^hare thatwe bare 
hindered the glorious reformation you think 
you were upon. I am persuaded these and such 
like bind you up from an understanding and 
yielding to the mmde of €rod in this great day of 
bis power and risitation ; and if I he rightly in- 
formed, the late blow yon receired, is attribn- 
ted to profane counsels and conduct, and naix- 
tnres in yonr army, and such like ; the naturai 
man will not find out the cause ; look up to the 
Lord that he may teli it yvu, which, that he 
' would do, shall be the ferrent prayers of yonr 
lovinge friend and servant, 

« Oliver Cromwbll, 
« Edin. Sept. 12, 1650." 

The opposition which Cromwell might other- 

'wise bave had to encounter in Scotland, was 

greatly weakened by the dissensions of the two 

bodies into wbich the Presbyterians were at 

VOL. II. H 
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Ibat tìme divided. The more violeat faction 
were equally of^osed to the English sectarìes 
at JEkliiibnrghi and to the royalists who attenda 
ed the court of Charles the 8econd at Stirlìng 
or Perth. Five thousand horse, raised in the 
oonnties of Henfireir, Ayr, Galloway, and Dam- 
friesy placed themaelves under the oonunand of 
Strachan aad Kmt, officers vho, withont actuai* 
ly abjuring kingly power, seemed desirous to 
oombkie, in the goyeminent of both nationn, the 
principlea of the Covenant with those of the 
commonwealth. In practical poUttcs they were 
arrayed againgt Charles» while, as to the out- 
ward form of religion, they were in arms against 
Cromwell; bat as Strachan had formerly ser- 
ved in the army of the latter, he thought that 
he was more likely to succeed in a negotìation 
with the English, than with the adherents of 
the prince, whose principles were supposed to 
be tainted with a great infiosion of malignancy. 
Lambert, meanwlule, was sent into the west to 
watch the motions of those ardent relìgionists. 
He fixed bis head-quarters at Hamilton, where 
he was attacked in the night by Kerr, at the 
head of bis irregular cavalry ; who had detenm^ 
ned to strike a blow before he i^ould be sup^- 
seded by Montgomery, a more temperate coiin- 
mander, whom the Parliament had appointed 
to succeed him» The assailants were defeated 
with great loss ; Kerr himself was taken pri- 
soner; and bis foUowers sought for safety in 
their hilis and morasses. 

Cromwell, in a communication to the Conn- 
cìl of State, expresses great thankfulness for 
this mercy, eon&nred by << a Tory gracious haad 
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of Ì?roTÌd«iice." He r^narks, ** that if Ciod 
faad not pnt it into the heàà» of the fanaties 
to attack the Bngiigh, he might have marched 
three thousand horse to death, and not have 
lighted on ten of them." He remarked with 
secret pleasoje the great distractio» which pre* 
TaOed amoag the Fresbyterians, whkh he de- 
scrìbed as the mìgfaty working of God npon the 
hearts of thè Scota, both ministers and peonie. 
Hie sirìct portion of tli« Covenantera, who had 
hmiented Uie death of Charlea the First lesa 
than they now bewailed the treaty with his son» 
dedared, by a formai deed, that the engaffemente 
made with the prinee were nnkwfol and siiifal ; 
disowned his interest in the qnarrel with thè 
enemy ; aad charged the leading men in the 
nation with the goìlt of the war under which 
the country was then groaning. Cromwell per- 
ceived that the c^inions of these persona tend- 
ed much to the justàfication of his cause> and te 
the condenmation of the policy recently pursned 
by the ScotCidk Parliament. One of the Lorda 
of Session, atmck with a sense of blood-gnUt- 
ìuessy made a solemn recantatìon, and demitted 
his office; au example whieh was followed by Mr 
James Lìringston» one of the commissioners of 
the kirk for conÀietìng the treaty of Screda, 
who, alifcer hmesring his errors in the presence 
of the Assembly, resigned bis i^ointment, and 
retired into the ebscnrity of lua parìsh. The 
praise of the Snglbh Geaeral, in his dtspatdt 
of the 4th of Decomber, is la^ished upoòa these 
martyrs to the cause of sincerity ; but ne isoUi- 

dto add, that theve are <^ seme aa ft»tter and 
as ever^ makiiig it their biumMe to tèMt^ 



94 LIFE OF 

hypocritically with their consciences and the 
Covenant, to make it lawful to joyn with ma* 
lignants, whìch now they do» as well they might 
long before."* 

The greater part of the winter was spent by 
Cromwell in regulating the aflPairs of the army» 
in reducing certain small fortresses on the shores 
of the Firth, and in attempts to gain over to 
bis cause the more yiolent members of the As- 
sembly, who continued to animate the resistance 
of the protesters and remonstrants. He occa- 
sionally allowed them to officiate to bis soldiers» 
although he never faiied to receive from them, 
«yen in the hearing of bis men, the most un- 
measured abuse as a breaker of the Covenant, 
and the patron of lay-preaching. Tired of this 
ranting, he appointed a conference with Mr 
Guthrie and Mr Patrick Gillespy, in order that 
ali causes of misunderstanding might be taken 
away ; but although there was no bittemess nor 
passion vented on either side, neither party s<ic- 
ceeded in making converts of the other. - Vor 
this reason, he not unfrequently employed one 
of bis own ministers to do duty in one of the 
city churches, whither he and bis stafP usually 
resorted. One Sunday in the autmnn of 1650, 
<< bis Excellency, with bis officerà, met in the 
High Church of Edinburgh, forenoon and after- 
neon, where was a great concourse of people. 
Many.Scots expressed much affection at the 
doctrine preached by Mr Stapleton, in their 
usuai way of groans." 

* Relation of a Second Vlctorìe oy«r the Scote at Ha- 
isUtoD, in Hodg9on*9 Mcmolrs, Edio, 180& 
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The poverty and disaffection of the inhabit- 
anta in the adjoming country occasìaned many 
Qutrages npon the persons and property of the 
inraders ; a grìevance which ffave rìse to the fùh 
lowing proclamation by the Lord-General : — 

" I finding that diverse of the army nnder my 
command are not only spoiled and robbed, but 
also sometimes barbaronsly and inhnmanly but* 
chered and slain, by a sort of outlaws and rob- 
hersy not nnder the discipline of any army ; and 
finding that ali our tendemess to the conntrey 
produceth no other effect than theìr compliance 
wìth and protection of such persons ; and censi- 
dering that it is in the power of the country to 
detect and discorer them, (many of them being 
inhabitants of those places where commonly the 
OQtrage is committed) ; and perceiying that their 
motion is ordinarily by the invitation, and ac- 
cording to intelligence given them by country- 
men : I do therefore declare, that wheresoever 
any under my command shall he hereafter rob- 
bed or spoiled by snch parties, I will reqnire 
life for life, and a plenarie satisfìu^tion for their 
goods, of those parishes and places where the 
fact shall be committed» unless they shall disco- 
ver and produce the offender. And this I wish 
ali persons to take notice of , that none may plead 
ìgaorance.* " O. Cromwbll." 

• The foSiowìng letter, addressed by Cromwell to the 
Lord Borthwick, who held hB caatle for th« King, is a 
curioflity, and dmtxrea to be perpetuated* 

<< To the Governor of Borthwlck Castiie, theM^ 

« SiR, — I thought fitt to send this trumpet to you, to 
tett you know, that if yoa please to walk away with your 
company, and deliyer the houM to sach m I shall scnd to 
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MeSiilwliUe, the friends of Cbarles, who fore- 
saw that the tranquillity whìch they were per* 
mitted to enjoy at Perth would be broken by 
the advance of the English anny in the springi 
used every exertion to augment their forces and 
to provide the necessary supplies for a decisive 
campaign. With this view, they prevailed «p- 
on the commission of Assembly to countenance 
the reception of such noblemen and others as h^A 
avowed loyal principles not sanctioned by the 
Covenant, or had betrayed their malignancy by 
joìning the expedition under the Duke of Ha^ 
jnilton. The ministers, who saw the independ* 
ency of their country at stake, consented to re- 
ceive the acknowledgments of those politicai 
oiFenders, and to prepare them for a purer ser- 
vice, by passing them through a regulai- ordeal 
of penance and mortification. The intolerance 
of tlie clergy necessarily led to much hypocrisy 
among the people. Several individaals of the 
highest rank in the State consented to appear in 
the face of a mixed congregation, and there, ou 

receive it, you sliall have liberty to can'y off your arms 
and goods, and such othcr necessaries as you have. Yott 
have hai'bored such parties in your house, as have basely 
and inhumanly murdered cui' men ; if you necessitate me 
to bend my cannon against you, you may expect what I 
doubt you wiJl not be pleased with. I expeci youi* prfe- 
sent answer, and i*est your servant, 

" O. CuOMWiLt. 

« Edin, ì%th Nov, 1650." 

The caatle soon afterwards surrendered on Tcry favourw 
able terins. His lordship, lady, and family, were allowed 
to *^ walk away" unmolested ; and fifteen days were gitiut- 
ed for removing their tS^U,'^lStaHstìCQÌAQCQUnÌofSQoU 
land, y9l. xiU. p. ^3d« 
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their kneeSy oonfess the ginfulness of their con- 
duct in taJ^iiig arme for the house of Stuart with- 
cut permission from the Kirk ; bewaìling their 
malignaucy and carnai self-seeking, at the very 
moment when they were cherishing the resplu^ 
tìon of placing Cha^rles the Second on the throne, 
and of idtimately destroying the ecclesiastica! 
tyranny to which they were then compelled to 
bow,* 

The English conld not fail to see, in the dis- 
sensions which divided the Scottish people, the 
gronnds of their own future success. One of 
Cromwell's officers, writing to a friend at home, 
remarks, <' Our worke now is to stand stili, and 
jsee salvation wrought for us : this nation being 
destined for min, which makes them thus divide 
«mong themselves when an enemy is in their 
bowels." 

The moderate party, at the expense of truth 
and candour, succeeded in strengthening their 
ranks around the person of the Prince ; upon 
.whose head, on the l&t of January, 1651, they 
placed bis native crown, decorated with the 
title of King of Great Britain, France, and Ire- 
land. << Mr Robert Douglas^ minister of Edin- 
burgh, being appointed by the commission of 
the kirk, did preach the day of the coronation. 
After sermon, the National Covenant, and the 
League and Covenant, were read to bis Majesty, 
botli of which he did sweare. The most part 
of the noblemen of the kingdom were presene, 
and had their robes on and their severa! crowns. 
They carne in order to the King Ànd touched 

* S«e NQt« P; at the etti of t]:^ voluiae. 
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his crowB, and promised to pveéwve tké sànie i 
and had each of them a kisse of the King*s left 
eheek. His Màjesty, wben he was crowned, 
was not anoiated at aU» becaase the commission 
of the kirke thoaght it to savour fiomewhat of 
superstition/** Five days prefiously there had 
heen a general fast, to commemoi*ate the sins of 
the King's house ^ on whieh the inìqnkies of his 
ancestorsi particularly of his father and grande 
ther, were read from the pnlpits, and made the 
subject of commentary in their sermohs, and of 
deprecation in their prayers. 

It was not tiU the month of Mardi that the 
Scottish army was sommoned to the head-qnar- 
ters of the young King. For this pnrpose tl^ 
Parliament nominated twenty-fonr noblemen, 
twenty-four. gentlemen, and the same nnmber of 
hurgesses, as a committee for conducting the 
equìpmentof newregiments, andfor raising siiit- 
ftble snpplies of money and provisions. In thesè 
|>reliminary steps they were allowed to proceed 
with the greater delioeratión, as Cromweli ha|^- 
pened, in the month of February, to he seìzed 
with a violent fit of agno, which threatened to 
imdermìnefaisconstitution. The Conncilof State 
were not a little alarmed, and sent two able 
physicians to attend hìm. In reply to a lettor 
from Bradshaw, he says, on the 26th of Mareh, 
" Indeed, my lord, yonr service needs not me, 
I am a poor creature, and bave been a dry bone, 
and am stili an nnprofitable servant to my mas- 
ter and to you." Bat his friends at Westmin- 

* Lamont's Ditiry. See note lE^ for fiurther partica- 
toT9 in reg«rd t^ Ciurla aact liia penitent maUgawits, 
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stér, as well as himself, thought mach otherwise ; 
and às the disease continued nnabatcd tìll to- 
wards the end of May, he was advised by them 
to retire into England for change of air.*^ 

* On the 7tli of March, the following note was address* 
ed to the " Lady Cromwell, at Westminstcr:" — " Honour- 
able Madam, having this occasion of an extraordinary post, 
I could not omit this opportunity of giving your Lady- 
ship some account how my Lord- General doth, though I 
have scarce time to put pen to paper. Truly, Madam, 
my Lord took his rest well on Tuesday night last, and so 
(blessed be God) he hath done every night 8Ìnce> and some- 
times in the daytime also, so that he is better senaible, 
[senslbly better,] both in Dr Goddard's judgment, and 
also in his own ; hath a better stomach, and grows strong- 
er, I intend ( God wllUng) to give a farther account by 
the post to-morrow. In the mean time, I humbly beg 
pardon for this brevity, and rest," &c. 

But, two months afterwards, the disease had not aba- 
ted. A letter from Edinburgh, dated on the 30th May, 
relates, that ** from Friday night tiil Monday night he 
had il ve fits of the ague. But Monday at night he had 
none, but rested and slept well ; and this day he is quict 
and comfortable, and now and then sleeps ; his lips broke 
out at six at night, which is a good sign of recovery. I 
waited on him on Thursday. If it please God he escape 
his fit this night, we may hope the worst is past for this 
bout. I suppose the post will be staid till moming, to 
give an account of this night, but that is not my work. 
This is the thu'd relapse since his first great sickness, 
which was contracted by a winter*s mkrch ; my Lord is 
not seusible that he is grown an old man.'* 

A letter from the north, on the 5th June, says, ^* We 
have received intelligence here that the Lord- General 
Fairfax hath this day sent his coach from London with 
two doctors, Dr Wright and another, to visit his Excel- 
lency CromwelL They are expected here to-morrow; 
but the Lord himself hath (before their comiog, blessed 
he bla name !)been bis phyùciiia^ ^d said unto him, Zwf r 
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In the beginning of Jnly he itras teààj tot the 
field, and marched to seek the Kmg. In thìs» aa 
in the former campaign, Lesley resolved to Bct 
on the défeniire. Heoccnpiedastrongpositiou 
near the Torwood, whence he could at once 
command the approach to Stirling, and inter- 
oept the movement of any largo body of troops 
into the stili more western countries. The Eng« 
lish took possessìon of Falkirk and Linlithgow, 
together with snch villages and e^entlemen's seats 
in the neighbourhood, as afforded the means of 
establishingagarrison. After sundryskirmishes^ 
in which a few men were lost on either side^ 
Cromwell put his troops in motion towards the 
northem parts of Lanarkshire, as if to threaten 
the commnnication of hig enemy with the High- 
lands, and thòse loyalbaronies which stretchalong 
the base of the Grampian mountains. Lesley 
ìnstantly threw himself in his line of march, and 
prepared to dispute his progress at Kilsyth, the 
scene of Montrose's greatest triumph. Oliver 
returned to the banks of the Forth ; and finding 
that he could not force the passage at Stirling 
bridge, he resolved to send, by the Qaeen's Fer- 
ry, a largo detachment of his troops to the oppo- 
site side of the river, and to reduce the import- 
ant counties of Kinross, Fife, Perth^ and Forfan 

In a lettor dated at Linlithgow, on the 21 st 
July, Cromwell explains to the Speaker the 
reasons of bis varìous movements, as well as 
the difficulties with which he was surrounded. 
<< After our waiting upon the Lord, and not 
knowing what course to take, (for indeed we 
know nothing but what God pleaseth to teach 
US of faisgveat mercy,) we yr^re diroQted tosend 
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a party io gpet tu a landìng by our boals, whilsl 
we marcfaed towards Glasgow. On Thnrsday 
morning last, Golonel Overton, with about 1400 
foot, and some borse and dragoons, landed at 
the North Ferry in Fife ; we with the army ly« 
ing neat to the enemy» (a snudi rirer parted na 
and them,) and we having consultations to at« 
tBtnpt the enemy within hii fortificationt ; bnt 
the Lord wat noi pleaaed to gire way to that 
counsely proposing a better way for us.'' 

He then relates the oircumstanoes of the ad- 
Yantage gfdned by Lambert oyer Lieutenaat* 
General Holbnme, who was sent with a body 
of 2500 infantry and cavalry to repel the inva« 
gion of Fife. The Scots received a severe check^ 
losing a great many in killed and wounded; 
among whom were Sir John Browne, and tevfr- 
ml other officers of distinctìon. Balfonr re- 
marks, " that our party was commanded in 
chieffe by L*-Gen. Holbume, quho that day by 
ali honest men was thought to have played the 
traitor ; hot he was formally cleared at Stirling 
therefter, and qmut bis chairge in the armey, for 
the baili armey exdaimed against bim. Gen.« 
Major Sir Johne Brune, quho foght gallantly, 
was takin prisoner at this conflicte. There was 
killed almost alyke on each syde ; and of the 
Scots about 800y most of them foote, quho 
fught yaliantly, and sold their liyes at a dear 
rait." He adds, that the English amounted to 
10,000. 

The confidence of the reader in the accuracy 
of the statements issued by the contending par- 
ties in this unhappy war, cannot fall to be greatly 
shaken, when he compare» the officiai retums of 
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the casualties siutained by each in the engaffe* 

ment just mentioned. Cromwell reports that 

thè Scots lost two thousand in killed, with abont 

five or 8ix hnndred prisonerg. Lambert esti-> 

mates the ainount of slain at the game nnm* 

ber as bis snperìor officer, but maintains that 

the prigoners exceeded foarteen hnndred. The 

logg on the part of the English, according to the 

latter anthority, was confined to eight men I 

« So easy dtd the Lord grant them that mercy 1" 

That it was a great mercy, Cromwell himself 

most readily admitted, obsenring, in big letter 

to the Parliament, " we can tmly gay we were 

gone as far as we could in onr counsel and 

action, and we did gay one to another, We know 

noi what to do. Wherefore it ig gealed upon 

onr hearts that this, as ali the rest, is from the 

Lord*g goodnesse. I hope it becometh me to 

pray that we may wdk hnmbly and gelf-deny- 

ingly before the Lord, and belieyingly also, t>at 

yon whom we gerve may do the work comnAit- 

ted to yon with uprightnegge and faìthfulnesse, 

and thoronghly, as to the Lord» that yon may 

not suffér any thing to remaìn that offends the 

eyeg of big jealousie ! I ghall take the humble 

boldnegge to repregent thig engagement of Da- 

vid'g, in the 119th Psalm, yerge 134, * Deliver 

me from the oppression of man, go will I keep 

thy preceptg.*" 

Nothing ig more characteristic of this great 
leader, than that mixtnre of military detailg with 
spiritual reflectiong which appeared in hig guc- 
cessiye Communications to Parliament and the 
council of state : and it ig with the intention of 
exhibiting his habitnal frame of mind, or it may 
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ba oidy, p^rhiqis, Idi aecastomedfonns of tpeeeh 
wImii addresBiiig his superìors^ that so maay 
quetations have been gìvmi from bis Scottìsh 
du^toke«. It Ì8 impossible in any other way 
to amye at a full and correct comprebension of 
the motirM wbieb uioally infiitenoed that most 
extraordinary man. Hit actions w^re indeed 
great and momorable ; bnt the most Inilliaiit of 
bis «i^itS) if viewed apart from the oounsds 
in wbieb they origìnated, and from the argo* 
ments by wbieb tbey were recoimuended to tha 
i^probation of the world, do not afFord a com» 
piote view either of bis talenta or bis principles. 
In the field of batde and on the march, Crom*» 
well did not differ mucb from a successfal gene- 
ral in any age ; bnt when he retired to bis tent 
to emboay in writing the events wbieb he had 
direeted, or to record bis success in a publie let^ 
ter, or to carry on a controversy with bostile di- 
TÌnes, we are snpplied with a pictnre of a war- 
rior, a statesman, and a tbeologian, such as had 
never appeared before, and which, it is probable, 
the lapse of ten centuries may m^t again pr<H 
duce. 

In pnrsnance of the pian already mentìoned» 
the Englisb commander transported hi& army 
into fife, and proceeded towards JPertb, whi<^ 
sorrendered to bim after a siege of two days. 
This bold measure, wbieb was meant to draw 
the Scottìsh army from the strong ground near 
Stirling, and, conseqnently,to a greater distance 
from its chief resources, indnced the youn^ King 
to adopt the hazardous counsel of marclùng in- 
to Ekgland. Charles, accordingly, on the 31st 
€^ Jnly, broke up bis camp near the Torwood; 

voL, n. X 
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and, at &e head of twehre or fourteen thonsand 
m&Hy wbo liad resolyed to share the fortunes aad 
p^rilg of théir sovereìgn, tumed bis &oe toward« 
the border, witb the view of cottcentrating bis 
forces at Gfurlisle.* 

It bas.been coirìectured tbat Cromwell, by 
witbdrawiog bis wbole army beyond the Forth, 
intended to throw in the way of the Prince the 
temptation to wbnsh he yielded, of confiding 
Mmself and lus cause to the loyalty of the Eng- 
lish nation. Bat it is placed beyond ali douM:» 

* The town of Perth sorrendered upon terms to Cf&m- 
weìlf August 2d or 3dy 1651. Several penons had l>eeii 
killed on both sides during the siege, short as it was ; and 
Cromwell, from his batteries, had played his cannon one 
whole night upon the town. He afterwards built a cìta- 
del on the South Inch, and to procure stones for the build- 
ing, demolished one hundred and forty dweUlng-houseA, 
the hospital and school-houses, and the mercat-cross, and 
took betwixt two and three hundred tombstonea from the 
^-^reyfriars' churchyard. 
^>4?^®w ^®*d was reckoned the wealthiest burgess of 
Perth In his time. Charles II. when he was rrowned 
King of Sootland at Soone, January Ist, 1651, borrowed 
from him 80,000 merks, for the repayment of whidì he 
gare his bond ; and also nm a shop accompt with him to 
the extent of 60,000 merks. But the King, being forced 
soon afterwards to abandon his dominions, could make no 
repayment ; and even after his restoration, could never 
find it conyenient to repay the money, thongh the heirs 
of Andrew Reid desmnded it of him. When Oliver 
Cromwellhadtaken Perth in August 1651, Andrew Reid, 
it is said, presented to him the King*s bond, and asked 
payment. Cromwell told him that he would bave no 
concem with it, for he was neither heir nor executor to 
Charles Stuart. To which Mr Reid raade this reply, 
« Then you must he a vicious intromitter." — JFVom 3fer~ 
cer'8 Chròniek, p. 110^ &e. 
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by a leUer wriUen at Leith to the Speaker, tliat; 
the determinatioa of Charles to march Eouth^ 
ward had not been anticipated. « Thbi»" says 
Oliver» " is not out of choice on our part ;*' and 
he did not conceal his fear that it would trouble 
«ome men s thoughts, and occasion some incon- 
venience. But, he adds, << tiiìs is our oomforty 
that in simplicity of heart as to God, we haye 
dono, to the best of our judgments,knowing that» 
if. some issue were iiot put to this basinesse, it 
would occasion another winter's war, to the ndn 
of yoar soldiery, for irhom the Scots are too 
hard, in respect of enduring the winter difficult* 
ies of this country^ and been under the endless 
expense of the treasury of Engknd in prosecu- 
ting this \irar, It may be supposed, we might 
have kept the enemy from this by interposwg 
between him and Eogland, which truly I believe 
we might ; but how to remove him out of this 
place without doing what we have done, unlesse 
we had a commanding army on both sides of the 
river of Forth, is not clear to us, or how to 
answer the inconvenìencies afore mentioned, we 
understand not/' He then intreats that the 
Council of State would coUect what forces they 
could without loss of time, to give the enemy 
some check, until he should be able to overtake 
them. Meantime, he sent Lambert at the head 
of the cavalry, who, upon joining with Harrìson, 
whose forces were at NewcasUe,- was ordered 
to advance through the western parts of North- 
umberland, to intercept the Scots in their pro- 
gress through Lancashire, to watch their mo- 
tìons, and straiten their quarters, but without 
risking a general eu^ement. 
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Th« trepìdation created in London by this 
movement oi the Scottish arrnv wag very great. 
The Cottncil of State and the leadìng members 
^ Parliament naturally apprehended that the 
invaeion must have been conoarted between 
Charles and bis friend» in the south^ and expect- 
èd, of ooorse, to see the cayaliers, as well as the 
Presbyterians in ali parts of the kingdom» rosh 
to anns and esponse the cause of the King. 
Bradshaw himself, stout-hearted as he wm, 
eould not in private eonceal bis fears. Some 
raged against Cromwell, and uttered deep sus« 
picions of bis fidelity. No one coidd understand 
bis intentionsy ner where he was> nor why he 
had allowed an enemy to enter the land; wben 
there were no troops to oppose them. Both the 
city and the conntry, says Mrs Hntchinson, (by 
the angry Presbyters wayering in their con- 
stancy to them and the liberties they had por- 
chased,) vreire ali amazed, and doubtml of their 
own and the commonwealth's safety. Some 
could not bidè very pale and unmanly fears^ and 
were in snob distraction of spirit as much dis» 
turbed their oonnséls»* 

The Presbyterians of Lancashire had indeed 
promised to rise, and Major-GenenJ Massey, a 
distingaished member of that persnasion, was 
sent before to organize their bands ; but as the 
Clommìttee of the Kirk had forbidden him to re^ 
t5eìve into bis ranks every soldier who would 
not take the Covenant, the leyy proceeded very 
slowly. He was soon afterwards joined by the 
Karl of Derby, who conducted from the Inle <rf 

* Voi. ii» p, 188. 
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Maa about three hondred liorse and foot. A 
number of Catholics offered thebr services in the 
royal cause ; but as the ministers had determined 
that the saiety of the kingdom should be In- 
tnisted solely to the elect, their assistance wba 
rejected. Lilbarn, with a regiment of caralry, 
had taken possessìon of Manchester, where Lord 
Derby immediately resolved to attack him by 
sorpnse. The Parliamentary leader had medi- 
tated a similar visit to the quarters of the Earl; 
npon which their troops encountered each other 
in a lane near Wigan, and engaged in a sangai- 
nary conflict. The cavaliers were repulsed with 
considerable loss, and Derby hìmseìf, severely 
wounded, made a narrow escape from falling 
into the hands of his enemies. 

Meanwhile Charles was advancing into the 
heart of England, without having met any seri- 
ons resistance. Lambert and Harrison, nnding 
their united forces to amount to abont nine thou- 
sand men, resolved to dispute with the royaUsts 
the passage of the Mersey. But theyarrived too 
late to break down the bridge ; and hence, after 
a few ine£Fectual charges on a brlgade of cavai- 
ry, and offering to the King an opportonity of 
a general action, they drew off their squadrons. 
His Majestv pushed on tiU he reached Worces- 
ter, where he was solemnly proclaimed by the 
mayor, amidst the loud acclamations of the geni> 
tlemen of the county ; several of whom, whose 
principles were suspected by the new govem« 
ment, were confined wìtliin the walls of that 
ancient city,* 

* I«eLoester*8 Journal^ voi* Ui. pp» 113» IH. Liii(|[ard| 
y^ 9^ p» 7ft 

li 
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The royaKsts of the west, who were ex^t- 
ed to join the King's standard in great numoers, 
did not increase bis force to the extent of more 
than two or thrée faundred. Nor did the Welsh, 
who had taken so actire a part in the C^vfl War, 
think ìt expedient to expose themselres to a 
renewal of the calamities which their attach- 
ment to the House of Stuart had already broaght 
tipon them ; more especially as the advance of 
Charles towards their borders resemWed a re- 
treat, mnch more than the progress of an array 
destined to replace their sovereign on the 
throne. 

The adherents of the Parliament irere at 
once more acture and snccessful in their exer- 
tions to. raise a military force. Towards the 
end of August, the varìous detachments, which 
had follo wed the line of the Scottish invasion, 
assembled on the banks of the Severn ; and on 
the 28th, when Cromwell joìned, he could coont, 
of regolar troops and militia, not fewer than 
thirty thousand fighting men. 

No soóner were the hostile armies in pre- 
sence of each other, than skirmishes took place 
between their ontposts on both sides or the 
river. Lambert, after an obstinate stmggle, in 
which Massey received a severe wound, éarried 
l^e bridge at Upton, and established bis posi- 
tion. Other renconnters trìed ^e spirit of the 
soldiers, and kindled their impatience for the 
grand conflict which they knew was soon to de- 
cide the fortune of the campaign. On the first 
of September, the Scots destroyed two bridges 
on the Team, about thrde miies £rom Worces- 
ter, with the view of interrapting ih» cenuBiinii^ 
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catìon wiih Herefordshire ; and it flhonld seem 
Ihat H WBs an attempt to repair tkifl loss, on the 
part of the Republicans, wnich broiight en the 
general action two days afterwards. 

On the morningof the third, Fleetwood re- 
eeiyed orders to force the passage of the Team, 
while Cromwell threw a bridge of boats oref 
the Sereni at BudsMII, near the eonfluenoe of 
the two rirers, in order that he might reatore 
the eommonication which had been partially 
cut off. A hot fire near Powick attracted Uie 
attention of Charles, who,fTom one of the towers 
of the cathedra!, was examinìng the positìons of 
the enem j ; and finding that an attadc was be* 
gun in that qnarter, he instanti^ dispatched a 
reinforcement of borse and foot to the spot, and 
gare instructions to the commandìng officer to 
prevent, if possible, the formation of the bridge. 
-A similar addition was made to the detachment 
imder Fleetwood, who again outnnmbered bis 
opponent8,tuidpressed them with great viraci- 
tr towards Worcester. The Scots, in the hope 
that, by oecnpying so largo a force, they might 
afford to their conntrymen, on the other side of 
the Serem, an opportnnity of breaking the re- 
gimenta under Cromwell, maintained Uie most 
t>bstinate reslstance. They disputed erery inch 
of ground which presented the slightest ad- 
rantage ; fought from hedge to hedge ; and fre- 
quently charged with the pike, to check the ad- 
ranco of the enemy. 

In the meantime Cromwell began to cannon- 
ade a fort which had been erected for the de- 
^ce of the principal gate, and had brougfat np 
fab troops in two dirisionsy ready to make an 
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assault on the city. Charles immediately after- 
wardi led out the main body of his iofìintry, 
with a single squadron of horse, to attack the 
Parliamentarians, under the immediate command 
of their renowned GeneraL The conflict was 
maintained on both sides with great resolution, 
and with rarying success. . At the first shock, 
some militia corps, recently embodied, were 
driven back, and the Scots got possession of the 
ffuns which were planted to batter the walls; 
but Oliver, as usuai, bringing up some regi- 
ments of yeterans, which he had placed in re- 
8erYe,recovered the ground tbat he had lost, and 
compelled the royalists in their tum to retire. 
The young King is said to bave fought with a 
degree of courage worthy of a prince who had 
a crown at stake. An unaccountable omission, 
however, in not ordering his cavalry to issue 
firom the town to support his foot, rendered ali 
his efforts unavailing, and he was at length 
obliged to yield to the pressure of the enemy's 
columns, and to seek refuge within the walls. 

The contention in this part of the field last- 
ed three hours. " The dispute/' says Crom- 
well, <^ was long, and near at band, and often 
at push of pike ;" and hence the victory^ as he 
describes it, was a glorious mercy, and gained 
after as stiff a contest for four or five hours«— 
induding both sides of the riyer«*-as he Jiad ever 
seen. Having driven the infantry into the town, 
he summoned the fort to surrender. Colonel 
Drummond, who commanded the garrison, re- 
f used to comply ; upon which it was immediate- 
ly carried by storm, and fifteen hundred men 
were put to the sw9rd» It Ì9 mi tbat Chmiei 



OlIVÈH C&OMW£LL. Ili 

attempted io rally hit troops in one of tbe Street^ 
and npon finding th«t they woold not retarn to 
tke charme» he exdaimed, << Thea shoot me dead^ 
rather thaii let me lire to see the sad eons^ 
qnenoes of thia day l" 

But it miut noi be dugnised that» acoording 
to .CSarendon, the King d&d net, on this memo* 
raUe oocaM<«, diq^y the raionr idii«h other 
hìatOTÌaDS have atsigned to him, Thia noble 
andior maintaint he waanot in the battile at ali, 
having been told thatthere wonld be no fight that 
day ; and that it was not «ntil he vas informed 
hia troops were numìng in ali directioos, that 
ho mounted his hinrae, and endeavoured to eol- 
lect hÌ8 caralry, with the view of making aa 
effbrt to nestore his fortune. But his lordship^ 
it haa been proved, is rery little entitled to are- 
dit in regard to the mun facts connected with 
Uie battio of Worcester. He says, for exam- 
pie, that eacoept on the part of the ground where 
Middleton was stationed, the Scots made no re- 
siataaoe whatoTor in the action ; but that such 
a general eonstematicm possessed «heir whole 
army, that the rest of the borse fled, and ali 
the foot threw down their arms before they 
were charged. The officiai statement of Crom- 
well himself is a sufficient answer to a calmn*- 
ny so utterly groundless ; and were not this in- 
aocnracy r^peated by Home, who in many things 
has followed too implicitly the narrative of the 
Ohancellor, it might be regarded as totally niH 
deserying of a formai refutatìoD. 

The battio is reported to bave begun between 
two and three o*clook, and to bave eontiniied 
till after sunstt. Stqpléteii^ whoappeanitohave 
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writtcn on the field, relates that the word at 
Worcester, as at Danbar, was '^ the Lord of 
HostsT addingy that << indeed the Lord of 
Hosts waci wooderfully with us* The (sanM 
signal we had now as then, which was to h»re 
no whìte about us ; and indeed the Lord hath 
clothed US with white garments, thongh to tlié 
euemy they have been bloody; only this hath 
been the difference» that at Dunbar, our work 
was at break of day, and done before the moio- 
ÌDg was over ; but now it was towards the shi^' 
ting of the evening, and not past tili the night 
carne so on us, that we could not see far before 
US : that was the beginning of their fall, b^ore 
the appearance of the Lord Jesus ; this seeoss 
to be the setting of the young King*8 glory."* 
It is said that the King lost in this action 
three thousand killed, and tenthousand prison- 
ers, amongàt whom. were many persons of qoa^ 
lity. On the following day Cromwell wrote to 
Pai'liament, stating that the battle had been 
fought with various success for some hours, but 
stili hopeful on their part ; and that in the end 

* This Stapleton was a preacher in the Independent 
aitny, but he caunot have been possessed of much hiuuane 
feeling. Haviug deacribed the discomfiture of the Scots, 
he adds, " the country would do well torise upon the fu- 
gitires, that they may not rally again or embody, to do 
any more mischief. You know what you have to do ; 
blesse the Lord with us, and for us." Now it is manifest, 
that the recommendation of this pious man was, to gi^'e 
a direct and avowed encoumgement to the peasantry to 
solze and murder in cold blood ali the unfortunate royal- 
ists who should fall into their hands — a counsel wUch 
i« said to have been very generally followed in respéct to 
tli« SoQtSy wh^oe flpeedi bewxayed tìwnk 
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it beoatne an 8b8<^te vietory. *^ What tbe 
ftlain are J can give yon no account, becanse we 
bave noi taken an exact view, bnt tbey are rery 
many; and must needs be so, because tbe dis- 
pute was.Iong and Tery near at band, and often 
at push of pike» and from ohe defence to ano- 
tber. Tbere are about six or seven tbousand 

Srisoners taken bere, and many officers and no- 
lemen, Duke Hamilton, tbe Earl of Rotbes, 
and diverse otbers/- He added, tbat tbe Earl 
o£ lioutherdaile, vitb many otber officers, were 
in custody, and some tbat will be << fit subiects 
of your jttstice. Indeed it was a stiffe busi- 
nesflOy and yet I do not tbink we bave lost tiro 
hnndred men. Tbe dimensions of tbis mercy 
are abore my tbongbts ; it is, for augbt I know, 
a crowning mercy ; surely, if it be not, sucb a 
One we sball bave." He concludes by begging 
tbat ali tbougbts may tend to tbe promoting of 
His bononr wbo bath wrongbt so great salra- 
tion ; and tbat tbe << fatness of tbese continued 
merdes may not occasion wantonness and pride, 
aa formerly." * 

The high senso wbicb Parliament entertained 

* Among the prisoners were the Duke of Hamilton, 
inortAlly wounded ; Earls of Lauderdale, Rothes» Cam- 
wath, Kelly, Derby, Cleveland, Shrewshury, Lord Sin- 
clair, Lord Spynle, Kenmure, Grandison, Sir J. Packing- 
ton, Sir Chailes Cunningham, Sir Ralph Clare, and Mr 
R. Fanshawe, Secretary to the King ; Generala Lesley, 
Hassey, Middleton, Montgomery, Pitscotty, Wemyss, 
Waddel, White, Faucet, besides nine ministers, nine sur- 
geons, the mayor of Worcesto*, and ali the aldermen. 
There were taken 158 colours, the King's standard, his 
coach, horses, and coUor. 
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of tUi tictory» may bè leamed firom the ingtruc- 
tions giyen to the oommissionen» whom they 
«ent to thank Cromwell for his zeal and actÌTÌ- 
ty,atthe€aptaiii-Generaloftheìrforce8. They 
were desire^ in the name of the goremmetit» 
to congratulate his lordihip npoii the j^od rè« 
coTery of hii heahh after his dangerons sickness ; 
and to take notioe of hi8 unwearìed labonr and 
paini in the late expeditìon into Scotland for 
the servioe of the Commonwealth— -4>f hÌ8 diti- 
genee in proeiecatinr of the enemy when he fied 
mtò Bngund--»of the great hardships and ha- 
zards to which he had exposed himself, and par* 
ticnlarly at the recent fight at Worcester — of 
his prudent and faithfol condact thronghont 
that whole affair, which the Lord from heaven 
had so signally blessed and crowned with a 
complete and glorious issne. They were like- 
wise to let his lordshìp know, that the enemy 
being totally defeated, the state of things both 
in Scotland and England was snch as might dis- 
pense with his continnìng any longer in the 
field ; on Which accoant they were to desire the 
General, fot the better settlement of his health, 
to take snch rest and repose as he shonld find 
requisite ; and for that purpose to make his re* 
sidence within a few miles of London, by which 
arrangement the Parliament might bave the 
assistance of his advice in the great and impor- 
tant consnltations for the ftirther settlement of 
the Commonwealth, in which they were at that 
time engaged. 

Wliitelocke, who was one of the commission- 
ers, relates that they met the General near 
Aylesbury, ty whom he was receired with ali 
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kindnesff and recipect. After deliverbg their 
message^ each of them received from him i^ 
borse and two Scottish prisoners, as a token of 
his ihankful reception of the Parliament*s re^* 
gard in sending them ta congratulate his late 
successes. At Acton the victorious General 
found the Speaker, the Lord President Brad-» 
shaw, many members of Parliament, the Coun-» 
4?il of State, the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, wait-» 
ing to do bim bonour ; and, escorted by thia 
splendìd retinue, he entered London in a mag-» 
nìficent carriage, wbere he was saluted by the 
populace witb the loudest expressions of adnù- 
ration and praise* The government, animated 
by a similar spirit, ìmmedìately resolved, that 
lands, to the amoont of L.4000 a-year, belong- 
ing to the public, shouid, in adaition to the 
L.2500 per annum formerly granted^ be settled 
upon the Lord- General Cromwell and his beirs, 
as a mark of favour from the Parliament for his 
great and eminent services to the Common^ 
wealth. Nor were the other officers altogether 
forgotten. To reward merit which was so ge- 
neral, it was determined to brìng in an act for 
asserting the right of the Commonwealth to so 
much of Scotland as was then possessed by its. 
forces, and from thence to make an allotment 
of estates to the commanders who had served. 
in the late campaigns. 

On the 17th of September, the day oa which 
he resumed his seat in the House, Cromwell 
received in person the solemn thanks of the 
members ; after which he and his principal offi* 
cers were entertained by the city with ali pos« 
sible magnificence. As a stili farther honour t<i 

VOii» II. K 



Ohì (So^^tt<yf9y it WM re0olr«f thftC thè «mi» 
ters&ey of thè btfttlé of 1f ortèste* sbètM Ir* 
&e^ a» a festìfàì fòfeferihtwtghmtt Ihetìifee 
J^higdùiritt, 

It cimnat ìm nts^UfA ^ti «ly éegneè of 
jtt$tic6) thst ihé Victorti wtispsd tneir iSttccèS^» 
é1tce|rt III fhfiti' éréfttittieitt df flwfir fttfeirOf ofdéf 
«f pf iscrffért. A pe&ttke WM hrtixtdtteed !jy 
Ctffmwéfly "wìiiéb dati btflcf «isredfé io Iik 1110* 

n, of fsetìdìOg to thè plttttfttiottir ikbfosd/M 
fised Éltires, sil^h common ftddtcfrs m MI 
ifito his hftùds ifi ihé conmè 6f fegtilar waifitt^. 
Thè feftr trofrirot» of thè misértiMo esptìrcÈ 
taken at Dtmbàf wefe shipped to the Wert la- 
dies, aod Kold io thè faeton of sagar èStateg. 
Thoasatids of thdr coùntrtiiketi met thè «amo . 
fate after thè defeat at Worcester; and, at a 
i^omewhat later |>ei1od, he condemned io the 
same punishmefit a coiìsiderahlè ntnnhei' nt ròy* 
alists in the western parts of England, ìtho had 
rìseti against hi^ gotemntent. In other respects 
the stippressiod m this rerolt, for in étich a lig^t 
it was riewed by the Parliament, was not ac* 
companied trìth èitcesiite sererìtjr. Sèver^dtio* 
blenién, indeèd, lost their llves on the acafibld; 
bnt as they t«rere, getierally speaking, gtibfects 
of the new CommoiiT^ealth, they ttiight, withont 
any titiusuai stretch of law, he regarded as trai" 
tors to the supreme authority of the cotìntty. 
£!ight suifered déath by the senténce ùf a court 
itiartial sitting at Chester. One of the^e tràs 
the gallant mrì of Derby, who plèaded that 
qnarter had beèti graùtèd tè him by Gaptain 
Ed^e, ahd that tèrms ought always tè bè i^spect* 
ed by a eontt fliaitiaL It was atiÉWèfèd Ihat 
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tb« bte .q£ Mm m JBf^Jckmts^ ^^ ^^ ^'^^^ ^^4 
that li^ ]»^tjtian«d Ca»w^^ wd tbe P^iilì^MtaeDl: 

A D«^leG( «rbich 4»n JhnedLy J^ x^efa«'4ed «n «cd- 

«toaitte^ ^t, JMa|i0ad'9f ^Glau>wkdg»»g the «eiv 

juffimt the ^iGgmw4Hk Gfum^yy thougli hp hmw 
l£ey Jb^4e»ef Fed m vaodi lH)ip<Hir cus luiufielf ^n^ 
tk» 4itma^ug Sfmy^ ^< Jbke ftosF^ «poi» Uubp»;'' 
«iid tjbe veiy n^^ <l|ty af^r tJM jSg^ 4isiuia«iài^ 
«ad «€«t ibiem bQViej well Jknowiiig tbat an ex- 
^pmesMi^d mUitia wm m^re ììkdy to obstxnct 

jlìeat Jto ÌB|y»dimP.intp tbis £JI»fl09r ^ brief «k£^ 

U m W^ ,k»0¥m H^ mb^^ he er^^Mj^ t)i9 
T)irW ia pi»9uijk ^ ()lmrìm9 b^ 1«4 Geiiei^ 
Mosk t9 mpmmtehìs ^^tam in tbe lUNrth^ ai]4 
,Xo 4^wi^ jm «^Bfo^ts t)«iy;M»d tbe T^y 4^ 
tba GUAa|pÌ9P X9o^. M'm Ue^tfymmt ìist i^ 
,tìme in 4UiC9!np]iAMB^ Ibi^ ojt^ts wbicb wese 
tbiui indicwkte^ to bw> ,A&^ » 6Mì§^ i>f tbc^e 
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deposited the rovai robes, the chair of state^ and 
&ome of the prìncipai record» of the kingdom. On 
the Ist of September, he took Dundee by storni^ 
and put to the sword a great nnmber of the nn- 
armed inhabitants, inclading two hundred wo- 
men and children. About the Bame time having 
received information that the Committee of 
EstateSy wìth certain members of the Genend 
Assembly, were met at a small town in the 
neighbourhood of Perth, he sent Colonel Aln-^ 
red, at the head of five hundred men, to attack 
them, who, coming upon them by Burprìse^ 
took the whole pai*ty prisoners, and sent them 
off to London. '< They were takìn/' says Bal* 
four, *^ stript of ali they had, and carrìed to 
Brughtie, and ther shipped for England. Among 
the number were Lord Leven, the Earle of 
Crawford, Earle Marìschall, and Lord Ogilvie." 
Followìng np bis adrantages, he marched to 
Aberdeen, which made no resistance, and altera 
wards to Invemess, where he built a fort, to 
protect bis men from the sudden assanlts of the 
neighboiiring Hìghlanders. The strong barrier 
of the mountains preTented him, indeed, from 
reducing to complete subjectìon certain clans 
who occupìed the fastnesses which stretch to- 
wards the west ; but by means of the regnlar 
discipline which he was accnstomed to enforce, 
as well as by repeated examples of sererity 
upon the maranders who fell into his hands, he 
succeeded in repressing the disposition to plun- 
der, which had long been dreaded by the inha- 
bitants of the contignous plains. Eighteen gar« 
risons, established in difierent parts of Scotland, 
afforded protectionto the peaoeaUe, and at Ae 
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Ufuxuè àime ÌBljflMdated tìrrirr r^stleas spiiite 
irjbdoa the iiabìto «f « fop^tmcted war ìmd inu* 
WMÌio<iiejpcaatice<^ai»ig. la «koit, tf we «90 
ti^ die locai 4iitar]nnoe8 oecasioiied bj the 
rkàiog 4if -G^eaemaif k will be iwmà that Seot- 
Iwid «ly^fedy éiuriag the «siirpadoa of £l^:«ia- 
iReU^ « g»eator.dagr«e«f vepose thaa had fallali 
t» har kt stiiae the «aùon of the t«ro crowiw.* 

The Pgìinmantj «fM» hearing 4>ftbejwiccesge» 
gf MonJ^ iaa<gìgartéd the^au ^an uaieii wUh 
ScQtlnirtdL oa tetwa tohe «ettled hy coxuoìsaioB- 
aea BMMaiaJ\y jamNnted. To .pn^ai» the w«)r 
£(»: tiii» deiuable «itjact, St John, Vane, Lana* 
ber^ JDaan, aodthsee iitheiHi w^ra jant down 
to aBiiat the IJ^mteamst-Geami m iffittling the 
aSaks of the BMliiam kùigden ; but the«v4Mr- 
9Ì»a flWìMfaated bytke ^eta, aa well as the 
palitiaal «iwata «hflch aaoa afteni«rdfl took 
plaoe ^ Weataunatei:, lendared abortire the 
§^d in<iantM»HB «f the ottromonwealth. The 
civil gOYemmeat waa a£burwavdi adminiatered 



'a«a1!baei,^«t i. p.^. "" After ifais 
SaotJbfìd fiws kiptÌD fnwt ««^o. ^So»e «wtks io iJ» 
ITigìilandii had garritanii yuJb iato £bem, that were so care- 
fai in their discipline, axuL eo exact to their rules, that in 
no time the Highlands were kept in better order tfaan 
àming ^e tisnrpafion. There wbs a eon.^dera%le ^oree 
tìi^mma or «igkt thoMaad aaen kcpt in the coostry; 
OwsB «<Hw ^lid eswtlir, Md «tnetìf dkeìidja^ The 
fgf «f ihe.arviy tomi^^ -io auch anoaey iato the kij]|g« 
doxn, that it Cflatiuitfd ali that while in a veiy flouriah> 
iiig state. Cromwell built th^e citadels, at Leith, A^^ 
aalì InTemesSf beside many little forts. There was good 
jwfltwe àmatd ; «nd Tiee was wq> pgc a »e é and fimishod ; «» 
tkai «la «famf» mkm alwM dgkt ynai «f 1 

k2 
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by a Conncil of State, consisting of nine mmii- 
bers, of whom Lord Brogbil was some tira© pre« 
sldent. This body eflFectually saperseded those 
turbulent committees of the Church and Estates, 
trho, on the presumption that they represented 
Certain interests in the natìon, had long taken 
upon themselves the management of public 
affaìrs, eren in defiance of the royal authorìty. 
Unshackled, too, by any veneratìon for feudal 
institutions, they broke down the power of the 
nobles and other hereditary chieftains, who were 
wont to exercise over their vassais a species of 
arbitrary mie, more vexations, and, in some 
cases, more oppressive, than was e ver assumed 
by an imperiai despot. The small tenantry and 
peasants were delighted to find that they had no 
longer any master except the general govem* 
ment of the conntry ; and that the proprietcnr of 
the soil on which they lived, couid not now coro<*«> 
pel them to appear at his bar, or to attend hm 
musters for miUtary service. 

The higher classes, it is trae, felt more sent» 
sibly the pressure of the republican adminìstra- 
tion. A largo army, maintained in many parta 
at the exjpense of the landowners, required an 
extent of revenue, to which the resonrces of 
Scotland had-never before been thought ade* 
quate. Ten thousand pounds a-month was the 
assessment regularly imposed for the support of 
those establishments, military and civil, whidi 
Cromwell deemed expedient for the new con- 
stitution of the northern provinces ; thus afibrd- 
ing an additional proof that, under the pretence 
of freedom and public rights, his gOYetnmeDt, 
merely by professing to be popular, coaU dnwr 
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from the pnrses of the nation an amount of 
tsxes, fire times greater than was erer obtamed 
hj ali the exactions and arbitrary measures to 
Trhich Charles was compelled to nave recourse. 
Bnt in no respect was the govemment of 
l>omwell more beneficiai to Scotland than in 
the firmness which he exercised in subduing the 
ikctions temper of the clergy. Ever since the 
Reformation, they had laboured, and in most 
cases with great success, to exalt the spiritual 
power on the mins of the civil ; claiming not 
anly an entire independence in respect to the 
anthority of the crown, but assumìng the right 
of dictating to the conscience of the sovereign, 
and of interfering in ali the great questions of 
state. Differing amongst themselves too, they 
carried dissension into the business of ali other 
dasses of men. Armies were raised or disband- 
-•ed with a reference to theological tenets ; and 
at one time ìt depended upon a vote of the As* 
sembly whether the King could receive into bis 
service the ancient nobility of bis realm, or 
should bave it in hls power to raise forces in 
defence of bis throne. The tyranny of the Com- 
mission extended to the most private concems 
of the most private individuals, while it afiected 
to control the counsels of the palace, and even 
ta direct the movements of the camp. The 
most rampant times of Popery exhibited not the 
infiaence of the priesthood in a light so disa« 
greeable to a liberal mind, nor accompanied 
with e£Fects so unfavourable to the progress of 
society, and the advancement of true reugion. 
Cromwell determined to check this domineer- 
ìng spirit of intolerance and bigotry« After 
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some vaia atteumt»» by means of Hs peculiar 
logìcy to djcaw 'wem from the ^rongholdU of 
their «ystem» he disarmed them of the poieer 
whicb they hiad so long employjed iu teasiog osa 
aaother, and disturbiug the public peaee. He 
granted to them iudividuallY full permiadon %• 
pArfotrm the dudes of parochìal clergymen» and 
eyeu connived at the practice of the resolutioa* 
erg of ^raying for the King ; bot he sesoluielf 
prohibited them from holding an Assembly, or 
fi'om meeting anywhere in such numbers jw 
might attract the notke of the gocenunent» Oa 
the 20th of Jnly, 1653, an attempt was made to 
resumé ecclesiaatical business at thejisual.j^aea 
of meeting in Edinbuigh. After secmoa and 
prayer, the Moderator began to jcall the roU, 
wheu àiere *' oomes in two LoTetenaant^Colo^ 
nelis of the Slnglish fbrces» and desired them to 
be silente £or they had something to jBp«ak lo 
them/' One of the officcrs demanded £y what 
antheritir they met-*»*' if by the auihoriiby «f the 
late Parlìament (the Rnmp,) or by authority .of 
the Conunander'in«Chief of the forces» or ii' by 
the authorityof their late King ?" The Modec^ 
tor not being prc^ared with an immediate an- 
Bwer, offered to repeat the names on the liat, 
that their military visitors might kno w who were 
present. But the Colonel imding the roll^call 
rather tedions, desired the ministers to riieaod 
begone» or, if they «ronid not, he had iuatnw> 
lioufi, he assured them, to use other meeioa for 
their removal. Upon this, the Moderator, in 
the name of the Assembly, protested that they 
were Christ*s court» and that any violenoe or 
i>Ù«ry doAf to tìifm might not huider »y sub» 
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aequent meetisg when a conrenient occasion 
slionld offer itself. << He then asked leare to 
pray a word before they dissolved. After he had 
spoKen flye or six Bentences» the English officer 
desired them again to he gone : notwithgtand- 
ìngf the Moderator went on in prayer, but was 
at ioDgth foroed to break off, when they arose 
and wi^ed ont. Ali thts tinte there was a com« 
pany of English footmen in the kirk waiting 
npon them, and a troop of horsemen at the 
port." After the ministers were come forth^they 
were gnarded on hoth gides by the in&ntry, and 
condneted out of town^ where they were exa* 
mined as to their names and places of residence 
by the commanding officer, who discharged them 
from over meeting again, under the penalty of 
being held breakers of the. peace. They were, 
however, allowed to retnm within the walb, and 
to oecnpy their lodgings one night, upon the pro- 
mise of leaving the city before eight o clock next 
momìi^* It was enjoined them, that << not 
abore two should he seen together, and that 
they should send their names and their lodging 
place to the court of gaard that night,"* 

In the manner now described was gained 
for the cìtìI authority a triumph, which ali the 
power of the crown, in the reigns of James and 
nifi son, conld not have effectod. The plea of 
the Moderator that the Assembly was " Christ's 
Ckrart," and was therefore not to beqnestioned 
by any earthly or temperai jurisdìction» was 
entirely disregarded by the govemment of 
Cromwell* A similar i^ne took place in Fife 

• Lamont*8 DIarj, p. 69. 
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aiboat iwo ^^ears AfterwmMli, whea a p«rly ^ 
ntilkary offiZoers eotered the eàuicli and diifer- 
ted the AssemUf ; fin^dadoig iio Mber w»n*a9t 
tban a prodbmatiou by <jren^ral M«iik, diisduMT- 
gnig ali fHiblk sttaetìnf^ ef die «l;eiì§^« 

Not bewf^ «Uowed to sieet and dispute ^oii 
the aufrjeots vhkh di vided the 1^# g»eat bi»die» 
ef the ktrk, iàke vàmst&»hè€9xn» SKwe telei^vat 
ki theirprìnciplasy or atleaBtmiH« sfoderate ìtt 
theìr «ondnct. A histortan of that period ce« 
narhg, diat ma Crfionwell'e officers kaew the 
^ ^nerahty of ti^ minifiteis were for the JLiag 
Hpoii any tomui, tberefoxe tfaey dìd jnat perjiylt 
the Cronend Aesemhly te ek, (aad iu thie, I he- 
He^e, they did no had «ffioe J £br bpth the tm- 
thority of that meetbg vas ebaied by tb^ |Hr<o- 
testers, aad the A«6efflbly seemed Ito be inoie 
aet iqskea establishiag iìkwoMeìyei than pisomo- 
tmg reHgtQn. Asid I verìly believe tliere were 
more sonls conveitod to Cbriat in that ^shoi^i 
perìod tìban in imy season aUice the Refonnatioa, 
thongh jof Ivi^le its duration* N<m:' wm thm 
ewer.^9esfeer pmàfy and pkaty of the ««eaiifl of 
grace tban nnas ki thk timei Con^^KatioMi 
mot in greataanltitiides, aome doaeia of .nràis- 
tei8 lued to preaoh» aad the p€M>ple e<mtiitiied« 
at it 'wms, in a eort of tiwiae» for three ^ffn at 
kaflt 609 Jtrulfy aaltgion was «t that .tine.ia 
very good case, aad lÉe liord pgoaarot ia goeiU 
land, :tibaiigh in a cbnd.^'* 

Thece is no doufat that the goraronraat of 
Oromwell ym», npim the whale^ piropituiis to 

* Kirkton*s History of the Church of Scotland, pp. 54> 
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the quiet and improyement of North Britain. 
Unlike hìs conquest of Ireland, which was ac- 
companied and followed by unmixed evil, the 
success of his arms in the former country check- 
ed the current of civil discord, imposed restric* 
tions on the angry passions of the two rivai 
factìons, reduced Ine power of the feudal lords, 
improved the administration of justice, and re- 
placed the inflaence of the spiritual estate within 
its proper limiti. So mhierable, indeed, was th« 
condition of Scotland al that perioda that hardly 
any change could have been for the worse ; and 
assnredly tbe circomstances of a people must be 
wretched in the estreme, whea they are foand 
io aseribe the retom of happfness to the sue* 
eessfnl inrasfon of an ancient enemy, and to 
date the eommencement of theif prosperity at 
an epO€h when they were under the severe ad* 
minfstration of a military government,* 

* Aitiotkg the numerouft reforms introduoed hj Crom- 
Wèll» wttia iMweonstittrtkmgiven to the Cmtrt of Searion, 
a bendi wbich had becone so occetslvely corrupt, that it 
btmnae a cummoa sayiag, that no rich man iucurred any 
hazard of losing his cause there. At first the new judgea 
were ali English. After wards two or tbree Scots wereadd- 
éà, that they mlght explain the locai practlces and cttstoms 
whlch were Involred in the suits to be tried. The Scote 
trere snrprlaed at the impartiaUty of tbe decisione whkk 
were pronoaBced by the reformed judicatory. Long af- 
tcrwards, Dalrymple, who was President of the Court of 
Session, is said to have confessed publicly, that he could 
never get over the naturai partiality to " kith, kin, and 
ally ;" and being reminded of the unbiassed conduct of 
the jndges under Crmnwel], he replied, ** Dell thank 
them i a wliom kifllMB kmnM.***^Qodioinf and Talea ofa 
Qrtin4Mh9r% 
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CHAPTER IIL 



Fnm the BatOe of Worcester tiìl the DisscbUwn 
ofihe Long Parliament. 

The Tictory gained by the arms of tlie Com- 
monwealth at Worcester addedfuel to the flame 
of ambìtion whìch was already kindled in the 
breast of Cromwell. His chaplain, Hugh Peters, 
ia said to bave observed such a change in the 
tono of bis mind and manners, as to justify the 
prediction that he wonld attempt to make bim- 
self King. Some authors bave stated, that he 
even prooeeded so £Bur as to proffer the bononr 
of kuigbtbood on the field of battio, and that he 
was wìth difficulty restrained from exercising, 
at the period in question, otber similar attii- 
bntes of the royal prerogative. 

Upon bis return to London, he found himself 
treated witfa the respect and deference wbicb 
were usually confined to crowned beads. He 
bad assigned for bis residence a palace formerly 
occufied by the monarcbs of England; and in 
petitions, as well as in officiai Communications, 
addressed to bim both by the army and civiiians, 
bis ears were saluted with a loftier adnktion 
than was eyer lavisbed upon the deseendant of 
a bundred legitimate sovereigus. Ilie minister» 
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of Newcastle make their hnmble addresses to 
his ^'godly wìsdom,'' and submit their << suiti to 
God and nis Exeellency." 

Bnt tlie Parliament, while they heaped re- 
wards npon their victorìons General, were not 
less resolved to retaìn the supreme power, than 
he was to seize upon ìt. Dming his absence in 
Ireland and ScotLand, whither he was aecompa- 
nìed by the more influential of his officers, their 
anthority had acquired a great degree of conso- 
lidation ; while the success which attended their 
fleets and armies, gave to their administration 
a high air of popiuarity at home, and sccured 
for it the respect of ali the neighboaring king- 
doms abroad. 

It, therefore, became the leading object of 
Cromweirs policy to lower the power of the 
Parliament, and to limit its duration. On the 
second day, accordingly, after he had resumed 
his seat, he reminded the legislature of two 
ineasnres, long before submitted to their consi- 
deration ; namely, an act of oblivion or amnesty 
in behfdf of those who had been engaged in the 
ctTtl war, and the expediency of fixing a period 
for their own dissolution. He succeeded in ob- 
taining a vote of the House on both these sub- 
ject;s. It was resolved, that ali politicai ofPences 
committed before the battle of Worcester should 
be forgiven, with the exception of certain cases, 
whìch seemed to demand the risitation of public 
justice ; a deeision which relieved the royalists 
from the apprehension of farther penalties, and 
wonld thereby, it was imagined, add not a little 
to the extent of Cromwdd's iiKfluence, and in-* 
cr^ease thenumberof his persQualfriends. Th« 

voli. ZI. L 
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odier questioii was not detenxiiaed withont a 
sttceession a£ rery warm debates. At length, 
on the IStli of November, the House met to 
deliberate whether it were a conveaient time to 
fix the period at which the sittii^s of the preseut 
Parliament «hould cease ; and, on the next day, 
it was decided, that ** this is a proper time." 
ThÌ8 decisioa was not adopted without two di* 
vision», the first of fifty to forty^six, and the se- 
cond, of forty*nine to forty-^even. The period 
named for the dissolution was the 3d of Novem* 
ber, 1654 ; a distance of three years, which waa 
perhaps not the less pleasing to Cromwell, as it 
showed how unwilling bis adversaries were to 
resign their power. But it becomes manifest, at 
the same time, that the authority of the parlia- 
mentarians was stili nearly equal to that of the 
army; and thns enables us to account in some 
measure for the violence of the struggle which 
afterwards ensued between the two parties. 

To feel bis way in a sitnation surrounded with 
so much danger, Crouìwell, after a short inteiv 
vai, called a meeting of bis frìends, both mili« 
tary and politicai, at the house of the Speaker, 
in order to obtain their opinion on the great 
qnestion, whether it were better to perpetuate 
the Commonwealth on fixed principles, or to 
re-establisha mixed form of monarchical goTem- 
ment. The officerà in general, and especially 
Whalley and Desborough, were deoidedly a verse 
to monarchy. The lawyers, on the other band» 
with Whitelock at their head, pleaded for the 
revival of the aneient constitution, comprehend- 
ing King, Lords, and Commons, as being better 
adapted than a r^nUic to the hiws, the babits, 
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ftnd the feeliiigs <if EflgBsltfiieii. Un jadgment 
of Cromwell ceincicled wìth tkat now express- 
ed ; and atsoftihig that the gea^^i sense of the 
meeting was in faveur ef aioiiarchicid Tegmen^ 
he enquìred whom, in tlMit case, the j would re» 
«ommend to the threiie ? It was replied, that 
eìther diarie» Stuart or the Dake of Yoiic 
mgfit he called to oecapy their father'eplaoe, prò- 
TÌded eithei* of tfaem woald snbmit to the con- 
ditions which migfat be prt^osed by Partiament; 
HTid if ttot, ehoice nrìglrt he niade of the yonng 
Duke of Olottcester, who, from his tender age, 
eould not bave imbibed the politicai eentiinenta 
tuf his brothera, or contracted any di«like to the 
individnals now at the head of aifairs. This 
was not the answer vhich Cromwell iraa desi- 
TOQs to receìve : he heard it with dissadglactioii, 
wid stadiomly drew away the attention of the 
meeting to some other snbjeot. Havinr, how- 
erer, leamed the senfimente of those ì^^Mm he 
might a ifter wards ind it expedient to employ 
or to oppose, he gare his ewn opinion in the 
Tague terms which he was aocastomed to use, 
when he had no wìsh thot his plans 6ho>ald be 
^lly com|Nrehended. He ihevght that ^^smn^ 
ffhat of a monairehical govemment wonld be 
mott effectnal, if it eonld be •established with 
«afety to the liberties of the people, as Eaglish- 
m«n and Christtans."* 

The parliamentary leaders conld not bnt be 
:aware that their power was menaced by €roBi<- 
weQ and his counoil of offieers, who seemed do- 
temnned to net over agam l&e part in whidi ^y 

*• WkHdMk, f. èìS. 
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had succeeded io well dnriog the two years 
which preceded tlie death of the King. It was, 
therefore, resolved by the House» that» as the 
enemies of the commonwealth were now en- 
tirely sabdaed, a considerable reduction should 
be made in the army ; whereby the people would 
be relieved from part of the taxes which had 
been imposed for ita maintenance. The num- 
ber of theland forces>accordingly, which amount- 
ed to nearlv fifty thousand, was diminished one- 
fourth ; and the monthly assessment, which had 
been LJ20,000, was lowered to L.90,000. Fur- 
ther retrenchments were contemplated in ali 
branches of the public service ; but a letter from 
Cromwelly who did not conceal his disapproba- 
tion of their unseasonable eoonomy, induced the 
members to postpone their design as it respected 
the milìtary establishment. As, however, va- 
rìous motìons continned to be made from time 
to time on that subject> a deputation from the 
council of war presented themselves at the bar 
of the House wìth a petition in the name of 
the army, stating a number of grievances, and 
praying for speedy reform in sundry depart- 
ments of the govemment. They began with an 
assurance that, having had diverse meetings to 
seek the Lord, and to speak of the great things 
which God had dono for the commonwealth, it 
had been set on their hearts as their duty, to 
offer such things in behalf of their country as, 
in their judgments and consciences, might tend 
to its peace and well-being. In pursuance of 
this intention, they had, with one consenta 
thought fit to present to the legislature, with 
ali due humility^ certain particulars relative to 
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tlie public interest» of dieUiigdoiiiy Ufiàài tiiey 
deaìred might be taken into esrly and serloM 
coBsideratìoB. In the fbrst place tbey requested 
tiut «peedy and e£fectaal meatiB ttiight be taken 
for tke propagation of tbe Qospel ; tbat profane, 
ignerant, and seaiidalous miniaters night ba 
ejected, and men approred for godiinea s and 
gìfts migbt be ^couraged ; tbat a convenient 
maintenance aàigbt be prorided for tbaoDy and 
the tmeqnal, tnmblesonie, and oontentions wwf 
4>f tithes be aitogeliMr taken away. Tbey next 
recommended rdform in tbe hiw, in tbe exciae, in 
monopolies, nnnecesBary places, and large sabiP 
ries. Tbey eiitreated that ali profane persons 
abould be removed from ùtnations of public 
trutt^andl^ìrappoinlanentB bestowed npon men 
-wbo feared God and faated coTetonaness. Tbey 
^welt with mudi eamestneBs on tbe cbitins of 
the army, and tolicited tbat their arrears inight 
be paid wlthont any fwdier delay . For liiia par* 
pose tbey «nggested, lliat tbe Whole revenue of 
tbe state ehoidd be depo«ited in one treaaary, 
and tbat the aeeonitt of i«ceipti and dieburse* 
inents should be paUithed once or twice every 
y ear. The twellth and last artìele of tbis cele- 
brated petition was, that for the public eatiaiac- 
tion of the good people of this nation, speedy 
consideration might be had of sudi qnalifioationa 
for future and successive Parliaments as should 
tend to the election oaly of «nidi as were pious 
and faitlifìil to the interest of ^e commmi* 
wealth. 

The ooeurrence now nientkmed took place on 
the 13fh of AugBSt, 1052, whicii wmn the day 
«fter Ae nolioii to fìurtìber Mrendoueiit bad 
h2 
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been made in tlie Parliament;. The deputatioit 
consisted of six ìndÌTiduals^ Wlialley, Hacker, 
Barkstead, Okey, Goff, and Worseley, ali de- 
TOted adherents of Cromwell, and the ready ìn« 
strumenta of bis wìll even in the most desperate 
and despotic nndertakìngs. On this occasion, 
it is worthy of remark, the General did not 
permit the common soidiers to interfere for the 
redress of grievances. No meeting» or consnl- 
tations were allowed in the several regiments ; 
no agitators to incite the impatient spìrits of the 
privates, and to hurry them on to the doors of 
the House, were any longer conntenanced by 
the officerà. Cromwell, taught by the events of 
the past, now medìtated a different resulta and 
therefore made choice of a superior class of 
agente to bring bis schemes to maturity. He 
frequently assembled bis military council, re- 
minded them of their long serrices and mani*» 
foldprivations in the coarse of the war,vhìchhad 
jnst been bronght to so snccessful a termìnation; 
and assnred them that it was the intention of the 
paltryjunto of statesmen who presided at West- 
minster, to keep the precious fruits of TÌ(^ory 
entirely in their own luinds, and to condemn the 
army to poverty, and the most degrading insig- 
nificance. He represented the Parliament as 
only the miserable remains of that illustrions 
body who had met in November 1640, rednced 
by successive pnrgings, desertions, and proscrip- 
tions, to a contemptible faction, and actuated 
by no other feelings but the love of power and 
emoloment. He thought it equally unjust aiid 
disgraoeful, that men, who had never exposed 
their persons in the Md, nor snffered the w9b^ 
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hkf^ fàtìgaén of a cumpaign, sboiild insist npon 
enjoying ali those good things, for the attain- 
ment of which tlie army had so often shed theìr 
blood. He dedared, that if allowed to continue 
hi the possession of snch advantages, they wonld 
never resìgn their office» ; bnt, in defianoe of the 
peoT>le whom they professed to represent, and 
of the Boldiers whose priTÌleges they were dia- 
posed to trample nnder foot, wonld perrìst in 
their resolntion to domineer oyer the common- 
wealth, and to exclnde from a share in the go* 
Temment every man of truly patrìotic prìnci* 
ples. They had been tried four years in the 
form of a repnblic ; but it was manifesty that 
while they acknowledged the advantages of 
equal representation and snccessiye parliamentcì, 
they were as far from taking any step towards 
their own dissolntion, as they had been at the 
perìod of the King's death. 

By snob arguments and representationt Crom- 
well stirred np his conncil of officerà to oppose 
the designs of the Parliament ; for althongn he 
knew that the leaders of the anny were not yet 
prepared to submit to the govemment of a sin** 
gle person, nnder whatever denomination, he 
saw the necessìty of prerenting, in the mean* 
time,the adoption of measnres w^oh wonld soon 
have rendered futile ali his projects of personal 
ambition. Above ali things it was requisite that 
the anny should be kept entire, and not snfiered 
to forffet their own daims and senrices. It was 
with &ÌS yiew that the petition of the ISth of 
Angust was framed ; which, agreeably to the 
object of its anthorsy was as mnch calcnlated to 
insinuate bifune «gahist die genend adnmslm^ 
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tioii of til» le^iriAftererandeoiHioil of state, m tor 
yi]id«»tetherìghtt oi^thè suldìery^and to seenr» 
a remnaeraiioft £or tUe successa labotRi of 
tkeir chi«ffl« 

Tbo'boldiieai of l^e offieen gire gfiNtt offieff^« 
te the marforìty of the House. Msny of the 
ittembers riewed the ptroceeding ae ati act <xf the 
ment glarmg ittsiibordiBottoii ; and ìxmdlj àepté'^ 
caied the aerogaoce whioh had heeii mamf ested 
by tibeìr armad servants^ as akegether incensisi^ 
ettt wìtlt t&e independence belonging te the finEi-< 
preme couiiGtl of the natioii. Whìtelock even 
veiitiered to remonstrate \rìth CromweH on the 
uncGiistittttumal «pirìt in whick the petition had 
be«ii prcsented, and besooglrt him not to allow" 
the renevral of soch an ontn^e on the dignity 
of lète Heose. Bot (Hiver, whose intentiontf ' 
went ùa beyoiid the eonjeotnres of the leamed 
Keeper, not only slighted the wamìng ^hick 
wm tfijas ccntTeyed to him,. bnt made his antfae- 
rìty he felt to waéh » degree, ei^en by thosé who^ 
8ii8{>ecl)ad his motires, that the l^eaker was £«• 
rected t» gire the petitionem thanks, both fcnt 
their geod afifections ibi%ierly dìs|)layed, a»d 
also fbr th«nr care of the pttblic, expressed oit 
the presenl occanoii« 

The Commons, beoomiftg' every day more 
awsre of tìie danger with which they wer© 
threatened', reenfised at ìnteiN^s the comider»* 
tion of their farourile measmre, the reduction ut 
the aiiiiy. The people «t large, impatient of the 
heavy bordens aiising fì-om the expeUse of the 
war, were ready to oo-opei^eile with their repre- 
s«ikl»^eg, ia ordér té obtaiR a remission of 
tamr} a» dbj««» trldeh» tik^ aB ìmew, «on». 
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Hot be accòmplìshed without a prerioas dimi- 

nution of the public establìsbments, Cromwell 

Idmself coukL not long resìst a propotai so rea- 

aonable, and tberefore became extremely desi- 

rous to dismiss the Parliament before he shonld 

be compelled to acknowledge the expedieney of 

reducing the one half of bis r^ments. He de* 

termined, tberefore, on soiin£ng bis friends, 

tliat he might know how &r they might be dis- 

posed to go along with him in changing the 

form of govemment. Meeting with WMtelock 

one evening in the following November, while 

liralking in St James's Park, he look him aside 

into a more private part of the groonds, and be- 

gan with him a conversation on the state of 

public a£lair8. After extolling the fiuthiulnesa 

of the Lord Commissioner, and expressing the 

utmost confidence in his friendship and affec- 

tion, he alluded to the dangerous condition in 

wbich they were placed, owing to the jarrìng 

and animosity of those who conducted the ad« 

ministration, by which, he apprehended, thev 

might ali be fooied out of the mercies which 

God bad been pleased to bestow npon them. 

He then went on to observe the dissatisfactiou 

of the army, particularly of the officers» who had 

not been rewarded according to their deserts ; 

and complained that those, who had ventured 

least, and had undergone neither haiards nor 

hardships for the commonwealth, engrossed ali 

the good things which the fortune of war had 

placed within their reach* He did not conceal 

that the military, as a body, b^;an to entertam a 

<' stronge distaste*' for the Parliam^it, for which 

1^ admitted there was> bat tpo mach reason ; 



136 UFJEOf 

tiianniidi as tbeir pMe, aml^tibii, and s^fnseék- 
mg, tlieir del&ys cif bttsiness, and desìgns to per» 
petuale therasehrw^ tbcrir méddiing m prirati» 
matters betweoi party and party, eontrary to 
tke ìm^tatìam of PariìameAt, theif injitètieey 
and the seandakms hren of Mine of the chief of 
theniy were Ufo noiorious to be eitlier orerlook- 
ed or excnsed. 

Whiteioek repUed, that many of the ohser- 
Ttttiona just made» were «nqnestionably trite ; 
hot expressed his hope that the General did not 
h>ok npon the raaiorìty of the members as de- 
praredi He remmded CromweH, at the same 
tìme, that whatever mìght be the chmraeter cxr 
intentions of the legìedatare, they both had not 
«nly aeknowiedged them aa the supreme power 
of thenatioii,bathadaiBttially aceeptedtheir com-* 
mìsnen» Irosi them ; on whicb aecount, ìt would 
iiot be easy to deviae the mean» of restraining' 
tibeir au^ority, witàout inonrring the guilt of 
rebeflkm) and et^en ef high treason. Oliver» 
tmdeterred by snch suggestione and kaowìng 
that WhiteloÀ, like moBt of the hiwyers, was 
finrourable fo a limited inonarehy, came at once 
to the pcmt^ and abmptly asked, ^ What if a 
BMA shotdd tdke tipon hin» to be king?'' The 
reqfiaiiider o( the dialogne ia so important to the 
3la8tratien of OomweB's charaeter and vìews» 
that the reader will be pieaaed to see it in the 
word» of the Lwil Ke^»er, who, at a sabsequent 
pmod, reeorded his reoollectìons of it. 

** WHrrsiiOoic. I think that remedy wonl<f 
be worse tfaan llie disease. 

" OMMwmA. Why do you tàink so ? 

•* WsfFBMcfe* '- Ae te yottr orni perstm tfco^ 
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tìàe o{ Ki9g WQuld be of BQ lulviiitige» bMmaie 
you liaFe ^h^ full kiogly poyrer in jou already^ 
conceming the militia," (the military forees,) " as 
you are GreneraL As to the nomìii^tìon of civil 
oficers, those whom you thmk fitteit aro seldom 
refused: and alithougk you bare 210 ne^ita 
vote in tl^e paesing of laws, y«t what you dia* 
like wiU uot easily b^ earried , and the taxes ara 
already setUed, and in your power to dispose the 
money raised : and as to foreign affair», thongk 
the ceremonial appUcation be made to the Pan- 
lìament, yet the 03E:pectation of good or bad sue* 
cesa in it is from your Excellency ; and partieu* 
lar solicitations of foreign ministers are made to 
you only. So that I apprehend iodeed less an* 
noy» and danger^ and pomp, bnt not less power 
and real opportunities of doing good, in yoor 
being GreneraJi than wouid be if you had assu* 
tned the title of King. 

. << Cromwell. I bave heard some of your 
profession observe, that he who is actually King, 
whether by election or bv descent, yet, being 
once King, ali acts done by hìm as Kkig ara 
lawfol and justifiable, as by any King who hath 
the crown by inhorìtance from bis fore&thers ; 
and that, by an aot of Parlìament in Henry VIL's 
time, it is safer for those who act under a King, 
be bis title what it wiU, than for those who aet 
under any other power. And, surely» the power 
of a King is so great smd high, and so univer* 
Sally understood and reverenced by the peoplo 
pf this nation, that the title of it might not only 
indemnify, in a great measure, those that act 
under it, out likewise be of great use «ud adran« 
tag^ iu gnch times as thae^to curb tha insolen^ 
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cies of tliose whom the preaent powers oannol 
control, or at least are the persona themsdives 
who are leas insolent. 

<< Whitelogk. I agree in the general with 
what yon are pleased to observe as to this titJe 
oi King ; but whether for your Exceilency to 
take this title upon yon, as thiogi now are, will 
be for the good and ad^antage either of your- 
self and friends, or of the commonwealth, I do 
very much doubt, notwithstanding that act of 
Paniament, 2 Henry VII», which will be little 
regarded or observed to us by our enemies, if 
they shonld come to get the upper hand of us. 

" CromweIìL» What do you apprehend would 
be the danger of taking this title ? 

« Whitelock. The danger, I tMnk, would 
be this: one of the main points of controversy 
betwixt US and our adversaries is, whether the 
govemment of this nation shall be established 
in a monarchy, or in a free state or common- 
wealth ; and most of our friends bave engaged 
with US upon the hopes of having the govem- 
ment settled in a free state, and, to e£Pect that, 
bave undergone ali their hazards and difficul- 
ties ; they beìng persuaded, though I think much 
mistaken, that under the govemment of a com* 
monwealth they shall enjoy more liberty and 
right, both as to their spiritual and civil concem- 
ments, than they shall under monarchy, the 
pressures and dislike whereof are so fresh in 
their memories and sufferìngs. Now, if your 
Exceilency shall take upon you the title of King, 
this state of your cause wiil be thereby wholly 
determined, and monarchy established in your 
person ; and the question will be no more, who- 
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tiwp cor go^erimeiit rfiall be by a monarch or 
by a fiPM state, bat wbether Oromwell or Stuart 
shall be onr King jnd monatch : and that qaes- 
tioii) wkèrma before so g;reat pa^ties of the na* 
tkm-y^t^m cngpaged/ai»! whidi was nnìversal, 
wHl, by tbecemeanss beeome in effect a private 
emtroTVrsy imly t before, it was national, what 
kind of govemment we shonld haye ; now, it wiU 
beeome particolar, who shall be 'òìxe goremor, 
wiietber of làe Àmily of the Stuarts, or of the 
fataily of the Cromw^k. Thas, the state of our 
eontroversy being tolally changed, ali those who 
were for a commonwealth, (and they are a very 
great and eonsiderable party,) having their hupes 
dierein fìnstrated, will desert yen, — your hands 
will be weakened, your interest straitened, and 
your cause in apparent danger to be rained. 

*^ GhomwblXm I ooni^s, you speak reason in 
this ; but what o^er thing can you propound, 
tàat may obliate the present dangers and ^Qffi'> 
eultles wherei& we are ali engaged ? 

«* WHrTBLOCK. It will be the greatest diffi- 
eulty to find out such an expedient I bave had 
mauy tfaings in my priyate thonghts upon this 
business, some of wnich perhaps are not fit or 
safe for me to communicateg 

« CromweiiL. I pray, my lord, what are 
they? You may trust me with them; — ^there 
shall no prejudice come to you by any private 
discourse betwixt us ;— I shall never betray my 
friend ; — you may be as free with me as with 
your own heart, and shall never suffer by it. 

« Whitbiock. I make no scruple to put my 
llfé and fortune in your Excellency's band — 
and so I shall, if I ìmpart these fancies to you ; 

VCL. ir, M 
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which are weak, and perhaps may prove offen* 
sive to yonr Ebccellency: tberefore» my best 
way will be to smother them. 

" Cromì^ell. Nay, I prithee, my lord 
Whitelock, let me know them: be whit they 
vili, they cannot be offenaive to me, but I sbaU 
take it kindly from you : therefore, I yray, do 
not conceal these thoughts of yours from yoiir 
faithful friend. 

" WhiteiìOck. Yonr Bxcellencjr hononrs me 
with a title far above me ; and, since you are 
pleased to command it, I shall discover to you. 
my thoughts herein, and humbly desire you not 
to take in ili part what I shall say unto you* 

« Cromwelu I shall not ; but I shail take 
it, as I said, very kindly fìrom you. 

« Whitelock. Givo me leave, then, first to 
oonsider your Excellency's condition. You are 
environed with secret enemies. Upon the (sab« 
duing of the public enemy, the officers of your 
army account themselves ali victors, and to nave 
had an equal share in the coQquest with you. 
The success which God hath given us, hath not 
a little elated their minds ; and many of them 
are busy and turbulent spìrits, and are not with* 
out their designs how they may dismount your 
Excellency, and some of diemselves get up into 
the saddle; — how they may bring you down, 
and set up themselves. They want no counsel 
and encouragement herein, it may be, from some 
members of Parliament, who may be jealous oi 
your power and greatness, lest you should grow 
too high for them, and in timo overmaster them ; 
and they will plot to bring you down first, or 
to clip your wings^ 
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^ CromwelI/. I tfaank yon that you so fuUy 
c^nsider my condition ; it is a testimony of your 
love to me and care of me ; and yon hare right- 
ly consìdered it ; and I may say, wìthont vanity, 
that in my condition yours is involved, and ali 
Olir friends ; and those that plot my min wìll 
hardlybear your continuanee in any condition 
worthy of yon. Besides this, the canse itself 
may possibly receive some disadvantage by the 
strugglìngs and contentions amongv yonrselves. 
But what, sir, are your thoughts for prevention 
af those mischiefs that hang over our heads ? 

« Whitelock, Pardon me, sir, in the next 
place, a little to consider the condition of the 
King of ScGts. This prince being now, by your 
valour, and the success which God hath given 
to the Parliament and to the army under your 
ootaAmand, rednced to a very low condition, both 
ho and ali about him cannot but he very indi- 
nable to hearken to any terms whereby their 
kMBt hopes may be revived of bis being restored- 
to the crown, and they to their fortunes and 
Bfttive country. By a priyate treaty with him, 
you may secure yoursdf, and your friends, and 
their fortunes ; you may make yourself and your 
posterìty as great and pennanent, to ali human 
probabì&ty, as over any snbject was, and provide 
for your friends. You may put such limits to 
mtmardikal power, as will secare our spiritual 
and civil liberties, and you may secure the cause 
in which we are ali engaged ; and this may be 
effectually dono by having the power of the 
mìlitìa cmitinued in yourself, and whom you 
shall agree upon after you. I propound, there< 
fore, for your Excellency to send to the King 
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^ Scota, aad to hiive a privale teeal^y with kini 
for thb purpose : and I beseedi you to pardon? 
Avkat I hare said upoa the occasicoi ; it k oiil of 
my affection and servioe to yowr BseeHeney, and 
to ali iMnest meà ; and I bwnUy pray y<Hi Bot 
to liav« any jeàLousy tber^upon 9Ì my ql^roTed 
fattkfalnesa to your BaEceUency, aad to ihm 
oooQiinonwealth. 

^ €romwsì«l. I haTe Hot^ I aasmre yon, tko 
leaat distriKt of your CMtklìilBesft and i^ndsliip 
to me, a&d to the eaaae of tkis eomuKmweallà ; 
and I think you kave muck reasmi fmr wkat yoa 
propoond» But Uis a maUer of so high import^ 
atìce and difficulhf, that it deeenfci more tinte of 
eonsideration and debaie than is at preàùni aUuv* 
ed tM« We shall, tkerefore, take afiirtìker time taf 
discourse qfit»* 

Cromwell, findiag tiiat, ìf moMnAiy wcra tv 
be restored, the soT«re^ WD«ld ke seleeted 
£rom tke House of Stnart, lesohred to send 
away &om England the young Dake of Glott- 
ceater, wkom ke kad already kegna to Yie w w 
tke lìgkt of a rìral. Tki» Prìnce, who kad te* 
mained under tke ekargoof Mildmay^ goyeriM^ 
of Carìsbrooke Castle^ was, a skort tkne adRter 
die confereace just descrìbed» adimed to go 
abroad witlk ki» tttter^ and to take «p kis rosì* 
dence at tke conrt of kis siater, tke Prìneess of 
Orango. Tke som of fibre kim^bed powid» was 
granted to deiray tke «xpense of kk jovniey* 
Wkìtelock kìmself was soon afterwmrda sent 
Ulto an konourable exile, as anikassador to 
Ckristma, Qmeen of Sweden ; it ketag tke hi«^ 
tention of tke fatare P^oteeter to renerò fteni 
tke scene ei actìou alt wko ^me Mtdispeed» 
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to promote his riews, as the successor of Charles 
Stuart. 

Cromw^ell, unwilling to relinquish his ohject, 
summoned freqnent meetings of his military corni, 
di and politicai partisans. He snbmitted to them 
that it was now àbsolutely necessary for their 
own preserratìoii, to dissolve the Parliament; 
and suggested that the sovereign authority 
should be placed for a timo in the hands of a 
oommission, consistìng of forty persons, chosen 
from the army, the Sonate, and the Council of 
State. He acknowledged, that if this end could 
be attained with the consent and by a vote of 
the Honse, it wonld be more regnlar, and less 
likely to rouse the apprehensions of those at a 
distance; but he recommended, neverthelessy ' 
that, if the members could not be induced to 
adopt thls usefìil expedient, it should be carried 
iato effect by means over which they could 
have no control. The meeting was divided in 
their sentìments on this ìmportant and most 
hazardons measnre. Several sided with the Ge- 
neral, and were willing to admit the alterna- 
tive of force, should the Parliament prove ob- 
stinate. Whitelock, on the contrary, with the 
majority of the civilians, endeavoured to dis- 
suade him from so vìolent a resolntion ; repre- 
senting the attempt to dissolve the House as 
extremely dangeroos, and the formation of the 
proposed coimcil or commission, as quite nncon- 
stitttlional. 

It was necessary, once more, for Cromwell 

to flubmit to delay. His first stop to the throne 

was meant to be laid on the ruìns of Parliament, 

the next to be suppQrted by the coimcil of forty, 

M 2 



It was hk mtention to vemov^ evety iastitotm^ 
whether legislative or executive, which had tìm 
appearance of having beesL foiuided i^mmi the 
originai prìnciples of tli& EngUsK constitution* 
The proposed Couneil woold^ve beai monlded 
according ta hìs wiskee» or^ ai ali even^s, ke 
coimted upon being able to secor^ a raj^oiàty 
of tkeir number, whom he could ipeader suwbsér* 
yieat to bis future pian». Bat ha oould not jet 
carry aloBg with ham those power&l oùud^upear 
whom he wag most asoustoined te leai»; and 
therefore he postpcnted frar a few mosthB- the 
grand measure u|p<m whieh the £ortmiiee of the 
commonwealth were suspended. 

The beginaing <^ 165S fouBd the legklatare 
occajSioiially occBpied with the queatioB, wbkjà 
they were nerer long allowed to forg^reapectr 
ÌAg ^e lime and manner of si^^lying tkeir ewn 
suceessors. The act which they introduoed fer 
that purpose, waa loaded with. eoaditìons ex- 
tremely offenaiTe te the whele anoy» Ijt previ- 
ded, for exaiaple, that the mentbeni tkeii sUtiag 
should he counted as member» of the aew Par* 
liament» withottt being retimied by tkeir cea- 
stituenta; an4 iiM>reorery that tkey shoDUb be 
considered aa a ooiamittee te pronaiiiiee i^pea 
tke yalidity of the electieD of tkenew repeea^it- 
atives, and of tkeir individuai ftbrass te under- 
take tke trust wkiek waa abont to be eeoAded 
to tkera. Tke officerà m the Homaa wmemtot^ 
ted against these provisions, as obvionsly intend*^ 
ctd to perpetuate the power of die oteoaioiis 
ìunto ; and 6ontei{D0aÌly became mete cc«qqcì« 
1^ to the seheme prepoaad by^ du» ClaMnd for 
r^QtÌQg: then out dbN«eiJMr^ «od ftr<«rtaUuli«- 



iag a fovmmMAf w a haw^ «Ad' JA^efendeaiì 
ba«Is. CrQmwell» oi» the 19là of Aprili aasem- 
b]«d hifr frìeads at hi» h(ML9e ia Whitehall, where 
he repeated the ftKgajBomiU whìok he h^d 90 oftea 
eaf l#yed» te eottvinee thesEi oS the selfidl mo- 
tives which «ctiiA^ted the iw^erìty ef the Gos^- 
nuMMi; of tibeìir veisolulioi» to retaiii the pew^ 
trhieb the ceiwse of ei^ents had threiv^ iato 
their handfii ; and of the neeessity o£ patting an. 
end to au ai^tk>ii» eabfd» whieh had. piroyed it« 
self iiKompatible wìtk the pre^erity aud ad* 
yancement of ali ethier olaesea of men m the 
statet Whllelock and WiddniigteQ venewed 
their preeautioii9> and mafitified the haamvdii 
which might òeeur» whether they should fail or 
stt«eeed in their attempt; hut St Joh^ aad 
otbergy QpoBL who9e lesc^tien the Gqeuefal h#d 
the^gre^tej^ relianee, admitted thi^ tbing» had 
n^w reilehed Bmk a erieifl^ m mightf adi^it tbe^ 
aii^)lieatl(m of miwoxited remediesb 

. Next day« iateUigence wae conyeyed io Gron»» 
M(eU» that the Gommaiw» whe probaUy had re« 
ceiyed notile o£ vhal was intended by the Comi- 
cil al Whiteh^ wei» akmt to pass the biU for 
their onoi diasolutioii» oDeambered wiith $Sl die 
ppoYkiott» to whichi the I^ìUta^y had ol^eeted* . 
S<^ eeger were the laembem to antiinpate the 
Tielenee n^editated by their anned servants, that 
they had resoLved.to hiirry die jueasure throogh 
the ^fferent stagee withoofe the formality of 
eagreMHttmit. SbrriaoA m s»d << moat Sfreetly 
afid hnmbly" to bare eo^fnced them to pausa 
befefetìiey should td^e sor huportaat a step; 
w^e JogoMdby availed kiniAelf of iàim interi^ 
teiiatentthe Omni efirbi^weftabavtli» tabe j 
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place. It ynm time to act, and he hetitated not 
a moment ; but ordering a company of soldiera 
to repair to the Honse, ne entered and took bis 
seat on one of the onter benches. 

So intense was the observation directed to* 
Tfards Cromwell, that his looks, bis dress, his 
attitude, faaye been recorded by ali the annal- 
ista of the perìod. He had on a plain suit of 
black clothes, with grey worsted stockings, At 
first he seemed to listen with interest to the 
debate, and manifested no intention to inter- 
mpt the proceedings; bat when the Speaker 
was about to put the qnestion» he beckoned to 
Harrison, who sat opposite to bim^ and said, 
<< This is the time ; — I must do it." Upon this 
he rose, pnt off bis hat» and began to address 
the House in a mild tene, and in langnage ex- 
pressire of modestv and approbation. As he 
went on, howeyer, his speech became anìmated 
and his remarks lesa measnred, nntil at length» 
he gave way to the most Tehement and per- 
sonal abuse. He charged the members with 
self-seeking and profan^iess, with the frequent 
denial of ìustice, and numerous aets of oppres- 
Sion ; with idolising the lawyers, the Constant 
adrocates of tynumy ; with neglecting the men 
who had bled for tnem in the field, that they 
might gain the Presbyterians who luid aposta- 
tized from the cause ; and with doing au this 
in order to perpetuate their own power and to 
replenish their own purses. But their Ume, he 
said, was come : the Lord had disowned them ; 
he had chosen more worthy instmments to per- 
form bis work. Here he was intemmted by 
one of the membersy wbq dedared that he B9Ter 
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ìmSore keàrd langua^ 8o «tipMiianeiitary and 
oSsmmré, and lite mare so, too, becaose it waa 
uttered by their own senr ant, wbom they bad 
too fendly csherìshed, moà whom by tbetr nn-^ 
^ecedented bomity they had raised to the eie** 
yatioii cm whiek be now 8t«M>d. At tbeae worda 
Cjpcnnwvll put on kk bai; and stepping forward 
firoB Uà pkce, exdaimed, ^* Come, come, m^ f 
wiU put aa end to yoor pratingf." Far a few 
seconda^ appareatly agitated by tbe most riolent 
paÉsieas, he paced np and do^wit the hall ; and 
then stampila on the floor, he cried aloud, <^ Yoiif 
are no Pwtiament ì I say yoa are no Parlia- 
m^itl BrÌDg them in, hrìng them mJ* In»' 
atantly the door opened, and Cotonel Wordeley 
enliered^ fbllowed by a number of mnsketeera» 
«ThM^" exdbàmed Sir Harry Vane, **i» noi? 
honest. It ìa agaìnst nondity' and cómmo» 
koaeaty." « Sir Harry Vane T repUed Crom- 
welày «* O, 8ir Harry Vane ! The Lord deliref* 
me £rc»n Sir Harry Vanel He might have pre- 
Tonted tfaig. Bnt he is a jnggler, and has noi 
eommon bonesl^ htnmelf."^ fVon» Vane he tom* 
ed «o Whiteloei^ on whont he poored a torrent 
of abnse : th«i pointìtig to dN^loner, ^ There,** 
he cried, "sita a drunkard;" next looking at 
M 9rten and Sir Peter Wcntworth» " There are 
two whoremasters." Afterwards, selectisg d^^ 
ferMit inenrbei« in mccessiOB, he deseribed thenr 
as dishon«sf and eormpt Hrers, a shame and a 
scmidal to the profession of the gospel. Check* 
ìng himsetf, howe^ver, ali at once in hìs career 
of vituperation^ he wkeeled round to the sel^ 
diers^ rad demed thraa to eleav tiie Henacb The* 
S^pnkflr refanadW w Hhd i-ai nB màmklmwn^ 
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eompelled to leare die chair; tipon ivliidi Har- 
rison led forward two of the military to make 
a show of force, and laying his hand on Lenthal, 
assisted hìm to deacend. About eighty mem- 
bers, among whom were Algernon Sidney, fol- 
lowed llie example of theìr president, and mo* 
Ted towards the door : upon which Cromwell 
resumed his address. ** It is yon/' he exdaim- 
ed, *^ who bave forced me to do this. I bare 
songht the Lord day and night, that he woold 
rather day me than pnt me on the doing of this 
workl" Alderman Alien took advantage of 
these wordS) and told him that it was not yet 
too late to undo what had jnst been done ; but 
Cromwell instantlv charged him with having 
defranded the pnblic to the amonut of some 
hnndred thousand pounds as treasnrer of the 
army, and delivered him into cnstody nntil he 
shonld answer for his pecnlation. When ali had 
retired, he fixed his eyes on the mace, tmd said^ 
"What shall we do with this fool's bauble? 
Here, carry it away." Then snatching the act 
of dissolntion from the hands of the clerk, he 
ordered the doors to be locked, and, in the midst 
of his gnard, retnmed to WhitehalL* 



• " We were labouring herc in the House on an act to 
pnt an end to that Parliament and to caU another. I de- 
aired the yBadag of it with aU uy souL The question 
waa puttinf for it irhen our General stood up and stop- 
ped the question, and caUed in his Lieutenant, with two 
files of muslceteers, with their hats on their heads, and 
their guns loaden with buliets. Our General told us we 
thonld flit no longer to cheat the people. The Speaker, a 
«toiu man, was not willing to go. He was so noble, that 
IM frvwned, «»d nid h« woold not oomo oat of thè chair 
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Whitelock remarksy th»t << among idi the 
Parliament men, of whom many wore swords» 
not one offered to draw his weapon against 
Cromwell, or to make the least resistance ; but 
ali tamely departed." The Lord Commissioner 
himsdf was present on that memorable occasion^ 
and receivea his share of the abuse which waa 
so freely layished by the General ; but it is prò* 
bable tnat, when he wrote his Memorials» he 
had forgotten the impression made by the at* 
tendance in the House of twenty musketeers 
with loaded pieces, ready to fire at the first in- 
dividuai who should attempt the life of tbeir 
chief. 

When Cromwell arrived at Wbitehall, with 
the mace and keys of the Lower House of Par« 
liament> and the act of dissolution in his pocket, 
he found the Council of Officers waiting his re- 
turn with no small anxiety. He related to them 
his exploit, and concluded by assnring them> that 
when he went to the House, he did not think to 
bave done whot he finaUy did, << But/' said he, 
<< perceiving the spirit of Uod so strong upon me, 
I would no longer consult flesh and blood/' 

We are informed by Ludlow, that this bold 
measure did not gire satisfaction to ali the anny. 
Some of the officers, well affected to the com- 
monwealthi repaired to the General, and requi- 

tiU he was plucked out ; which was quickly done without 
much compliment by two soldiers, and the mace taken : 
and there was an end of the third estate also." — Burtom** 
Diary, voi. ili. p. 98. 

The Speaker is Sir Arthur Hazlerig ; and his tettlmony 
rentoves ali douht from the fact, tbaft th« Hmiaa intaid«d 
topiiocsod to its 9WU d iiiot ytiiMi . 



tea att eii^Miatioii ivf his miiisaal proceedingi^ ; 
allegtng thiil; the way they were now going could 
6nly lead to rain and confosion. He stilled 
tàeir murmurs with an assorance tkat he would 
do mach more cood to the country than could 
•ver be expeeted frcoi the Parliament ; i^d made 
so inany professions of patriotic feeling, that 
they resolved to wait the course of events rather 
than come to a downright qnarrel with hin», be- 
fbre hifi intentions conld he fìilly known. Co- 
lonel Okey, howerer, snspecting that the end 
would be oad, as the means were «o hypocriti« 
cai, asked Desberough what conld be passing.ÌA 
the mind of Cromwell when he praised the Par- 
Hament so highly to the Council of Officers, and 
yet prooeeded almost immediately afterwards 
to eject them with so much scom and contempt ? 
The other replied» " That if ever the General 
drolled in bis life, he had drolled then ;" that is> 
he had resolyed to amuse bis brethren in arms 
nntil bis plans shonld be rightly digested and 
ftdly matured. 

In the aftemoon of the day on which he had 
dispersed the Oommons, Cromwell prooeeded 
to the Council of State, accompanied by Lam- 
bert and Harrison. The members had met at 
the usuai place, and were employed in transact- 
ing business, as if nothing remackable had oc- 
curred. At bis entrance the General said, *< Gen- 
demen, if you are met bere as private persons, 
you sball not be disturbed, but if as a Council 
òf State, this is no place for you ; and since yoi; 
cannot but kno w what was dono at the House in 
the moming, so take notice that the Parliament is 
dissolyed/' To this SndAtm, wh^ «l^jpeiurs te 
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liave been presidente iliade «nswer, ^< Sir, we 
have heard what you did at the House in the 
mornìng, and before many hoors ali England 
will bear it ; but, sir, you are mistaken to think 
tbat the Parliament is dissolved, for no power 
under heaven can dissòlve tbem but themselvesy 
thereforé take you notice of that.^ Something 
more was saìd to the same purpose by Sir Arthur 
Hazlerig, Mr Love, and Mr Scot ; after which, 
the council perceiving that they were under 
violence, consented to withdraw. 

In the month of the foUowing July, at the 
meeting of bis new Parliament, Cromwell took 
occasion to explain the grounds of hit cònduct 
on the 20th of Aprii. His speech is very long 
and intricate, but an attentile reader may disco- 
yer that his principal charges against the House 
"which he had dissolved rested on two points ; 
namely, their unwillingness to separate ali at 
once^ and their desire to admit, by successive 
•elections, a number of the more moderate pres- 
byterians. To consent to a complete dissolu- 
tion was, said they, to leave the country for se- 
yeral weeks entirely without a govemment, be- 
cause the Council of State, which was nomina- 
ted by the House, must have ceased to exist 
the very moment that the Parliament divested 
themselves of power. For this reason they 
urged the necessity of retainìng the old mem- 
bers as a part of the future representative, and 
ef allowing them to hold their seats, at least 
until the elections should have taken place in 
the different counties and boroughs to which 
writs were to he addressed. 

Cromwell saw in this pian the defe<it of his 
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dearest tiopes; find his fear» were laereMed 
irhen he ^otmd that it was farther intended tf^ 
open the gates of the House to thoae who had 
formerly been expelled for their moderation» 
and who were now known by the appeUation of 
neuiers. This denomination indncled mmy <rf 
the Presby temn interest» who had not consenta 
ed to the death of the King, nor co-operated 
with the army in any of those violent meatures 
by means. of which thaA catastrophe was aocem*- 
plished. To admit that dass of men into the 
House was, the General well knew, to resign 
the power of the sword, and to consent Uiat he 
and his offlcers shoilLd retire into priyate lifSe^ 
on a diminished pay, and stripped of the com»* 
manding influence which they had exercised 
since the period of the Self-denying ordinance. 
<< We were hold to teli them that none of that 
jadgment — ^the PreBbyteriao— who had deserir 
ed this eanse and interest, should bare any 
power therein. We did think we should prò- 
fess it, we had as good deliver up our canse into 
the hands of any, as into the hands of snch as 
had deserted us or were as neuters ; for it is 
one thing to loye a brother, to bear with and 
love another in matterà of religion, and another 
thing to bave any body so far set in the saddle 
as to command ali the rest of his brethren up 
against hìm." 

In short, it is manifest that CSromwell and bis 
military conncil had discovered that the <^ states- 
men," as they were called in oontradistinetion 
to the army, were fast becoming adepts in tbat 
shrewd polìcy of which they themselves had 
> suppliod so many exadiples. Had the bill for 
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ét&mHvtààk ftàneà, and thè eìei^Wé franehiae 
iMen rmtored to full operation throughoat tti« 
ktngdom, the General eould aot h&v% opposed 
yie sefaeDve of his advenarias withaut rousing 
Ibe iBdignation of the people, and subjeetiQg 
UniBelf to the charge of attacking theìr Ubert 
tìM. Bjr interpoùng his authority at the mo* 
ta^mt whkh he seleoted, he lìmited the dispute 
to a body of men, who, on various aooounts, had 
eeased to be popnlar, and thereby exempUfted 
miee more his great politicai irìsdom, or lus im^ 
eomttionly good fortone. 

Thni refi the celebrated Parliament whick 
tsendncted with so much ability the ardooui 
fltmggle of the cìtìI war; maintained the honour 
€f t£^F country abroad; and, by their victoiies 
«t sea, paved the way for the transeendent 
power and fame to which Cromwell afiterwardA 
attftined. In the oourse of twelve yearg, indeed^ 
-they had attacked as well as defended the libeiv 
ties of their conntrymen ; for it cannot be denied 
that, while advocating the abstract prìnciples of 
i^edom, they not unfrequently sanctioned mea« 
sures quite inconsistent with the practical en- 
Joyment of civil rights. Among them were a few 
patrìots who really loyed their native land» and 
eoiisttlted to the best of their ability for its high- 
est interestSy both during the hot eontentioifs 
which accompanied the war, and also in the set- 
tlement of the goyemment, when their enemies 
were compelled to lay down their arms, But 
there were others who forgot the Gommoa- 
wealth in the pursuit of their individuai for- 
tùnes ; and hence the suspicion which jostly at- 
tached to the latter class had been so generally 
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extended to the wbole, that when they were 
turned out by the bayonets of Croin\v:eI]^ no 
voice was heard eìther to pity or condole. The 
members of the Long Parliament .were seea 
skulkuig to their houses as if their exerttons in 
the public canse had never excited either hope 
or fear in the breast of an Englishman. They 
were even pursued by ridicale and contenipt. 
Hardly were they conceaied in their dwellings» 
when the ariny and navy, addressed the Lord- 
Creneral, declaring that they would live pr die, 
stand or fall, in snppoirt of his meaanres ; while s 
the fanàtics ih every part of the country, gtfttisfied 
that the reign of the saints was about to com- 
•mence, chantedhymns oftriumphoTer their faJL 
They magnified the name pf the Lord who had 
broken the mighty and cast the proud down to 
the ground ; they hailed the approach of the fifth 
monarchy, the kingdom of Christ, which they 
hoped was about to be established in the reno- 
Yàted Commonwealth.* 

* The following letter shows the feeling which pr^ 
Tailed in certain quarters. It is entitled " the Humble 
and Thankful Congratulation of some that feai* thè Lord 
in the county of Hereford, who are the smallest and |(i- ' 
worthiest in the nation. 

<< After so many throes and pangs — severe conteste 
hetween the powers of the world and the interest of 
. Christ — ^we conceive the great and long^esired reforma- 
tion is near the birth. We bless the God of Heaven who ^ 
hath called you forth, and ledd you on, not only in the 
high phices of the ffield, making you a terror to the ene- 
my, httt also (among those mighty ones whom God hath 
left) to the dissolring of the late parliament. ^ 

" O my lord, what are you that you should be the in- 
strument tg tninslate the nation from oppression to iiber- 
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iVo days after he had dispersed the Parlia- 
irient, Gromwell and his officerà ìssned a decla- 
mtton, explaining to the public at large the mo« 
tiv«8 whieh had prompted them to that prò- 
eeeding. They spoke with much bitterness 
^pakist the bill which had been on the point of 
passìng into a law for the dissolntion or Parlia- 
Inent, and whieh they represented as an attempt 

ile, from the hands of comipt persone to the saints ? And 
who are we that we shoiild lire to see theae days whieh 
our fathers longed to see, and reap the harveit of their 
hi^es? Te be lowe in onr owne eyes» when God lifteth 
«a, ia a true teatimonie of homìlity and uprightaessa. Ko 
action of senrice or honour ever swelled the bosom of 
Christ ; him, we beliere, you make your patterne. 

** Lct the high pralses of God be in our mouths, and 
the generations to come teli of his wonders, Let the 
imprommisat of this opportuidty be yoor care and our 
ymyery that you may ft>llaw the I^ambe wiiithenoever ho 
goeth, and we attend you with our persons, petitions, 
purses, liyesy and ali that is dear to us.** Signed by thir- 
teen " in the name of many more." 

The expectations of the royalists were likewise excited, 
But, of course, towards a different object. An amusing 
ballad, publlshed at the time, records the demise of the 
Romp in yery appropriate langoage, and States, among 
«ther things, the foUowing opinion : 

*^ Some think that Cromwell with Charles is agreed. 
And say 'twwe good policy if it were so, 

JEiist the HoUander, French, the Dane, and the Swede, 
Do bring him again whetìwr he will or no» 

** And now I would gladly conclude my song 
With a prayer, as ballads are wont to do ; 
. But yet I*U forbear, for I think ere*t be long, 
We may have a King and a Farliament too." 

£lu8*s Originai Zetters, 2d Seriei^ 
voL iU. pp. 368, 371. 
n2 
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)to perpetuate the power of the nation in iJie 
hands of a few individuala, under pretence of 
gìving to the people an opportunity of electinff 
members for the vacant counties* They statra 
that it was their wish to devolve the supreme 
«uthority for a time upon persona of integrity 
and piety ; hut that having in vain tried every 
argument to induce the legislature to enter into 
their views, the army had at length found them^* 
selves under the necessity of executing the mea- 
aure with a strong hand, and of dismissing thaf 
assemblv. 

On tue last day of Aprii a declaration ap^ 
peared in the name of Oromwell alone, as Cap* 
tain- General of the Forces, givìng notice that a 
Councìl of State would he appointed, to watch 
over the peace and safety of the Common wealdi, 
and to superintend the present manageoEient <^ 
public fcflaira. He appeara to have reserred tm 
himself the privìlege of nominating the co^« 
aellors, whose number amounted to thirteen. 
Nine were selected from the military, to whom 
were added four civilians, Strictland, Pickering». 
Carew, and Moyer, A considerable differenee 
of opinion had indeed prevailed aa to the proper 
number of members of which thia deliberativei 
body should consist. Some proposed that.ìt 
should be limited to ten ; others, particularly 
Harrison, recommended seventy, after the mo- 
del of the Jewìsh Sanhedrim; while a third 
party voted for thirteen, in imitation of Christ 
and hÌB twelve apostles. This last number was 
adopted as equaÙy scriptural and more conve-» 
nient. Sir Henry Vane, even after the insulta 
ìnflicted upon hipi on the 20th of Aprii, is said 



OLIVSB CROMW£LL« 157 

t» hftye been offered a seat in tkis select coun- 
cil ; bat he replied, that thoagh the reign of the 
saiiits was beffun, he would defer bis share in 
it till he should go to heaven.* 
, At this period the whole power of England, 
and, we may add, of Scotland and Ireland, was in 
the hands of one man, who was, a few years be- 
fere, a private citizen in an obscore country town* 
He had, by a formai array of judicial proceed- 
ings, taken away the life of the King ; succeeded 
by other means in putting an end to the House 
of Lords ; and more recently driven from their 
post, under dread of military execution, the re- 
presentatives of the people, the sole remaining 
branch of the gorernment. But, bold and am- 
bitious as he was, he felt that the ground which 
he had oocupied was not sufficienti y firm to sup- 
port the edìfice which he meant to erect upon 
it. The great majority of the nation was against 
him. The royalists, who looked on with sa« 
tisfaction while he was employed in scattering 
their old enemìes at Westminster, would not 
bave consented to sacrifico the claims of Charles ; 
the Presbyterians, whom he had declared he 
would not admit into the Parliament, were de- 
GÌdedly hostile to bis pretensions as the perma- 
nent head of the government ; and the repub- 
lìcan party in the army, the most formidable of 
ali bis opponents, were determined to turn their 
Bwords against him, should he presume to seat 
bimself on the vacant throne. 

Every consideration, therefore, connected 
with the perilous predicament in which he wa9 

• Xhurlow, voi. i. p. 265* 
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iioTT placed, induced him to temporize. We al*é 
accordingly informed that, a few days after he 
had eflFaced the cìvil authority, he sent for Ma- 
jor Salloway and Carew, to whom he complain-^ 
ed of the great weight of a£^irs which had fallen 
upon him, in consequence of the measures which 
he had been compelled to adopt towards thè 
Parliament ; affirming, that the thoughts of the 
àwful consequences thereof made him tremble ; 
and therefore desired them to free him from the 
temptation which might he laid before him ; iand 
for that purpose to go immediately to the chief- 
justice 8t John; Mr Selden, and some others, 
and endeavour to persuade them to draw up 
some instrument of government which might 
take the power out of bis hands. To this Ma- 
jor Salloway replied with great simplicity, 
** The way, sir, to free you from this tempta- 
tion, is for you not to look upon yourself to he 
under it, but to rest persuaded that the power of 
the nation is in the good people of England, às 
fbrmerly it was." Cromwell, perceiving by this 
answer that he was batter understood than he 
could bave wished, fell upon another expedient 
before he would openly discover hitnself ; ap- 
pointing a meeting of the chief oflScers of the 
army to he held at Whitehall, in order to con- 
sider what was fit to he done in this exigency. 
In the meantime, however, he exercised the 
prerogative of an unlimited monarch. He pro- 
ceeded to conclude a treaty with the Portuguese 
ambassador; he suspended or displaced fom* 
judges, and made two new appointments ; he 
nominated new commissioners of the treasury 
and admiralty; and contmued the monthly as- 
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sessment of L.120,(K)0 for an addilional half 
year* In these measures, it is troe, be proceed- 
ed with the advice of his Counqil of State, a 
body wbicb he bimself had formed, and wbo, 
consequentlyy liad.no cboice but to co-operate 
with ì$ha in ali bis plana* 

It soon luppeared expedient to the military 
junto» that the great council of the nation should 
.06 again assembled in some form or other ; it 
beinff impossible that the people of England 
conia long submit to be goremed by a dozen of 
general officers, who had scarcely had timo to 
hiy aside their hamess. Cromwell at this epoch 
was more fenrent than usnal in bis prayers and 
preachìn^ ; and, if we may beliere the assertions 
of . bis friends, bis ear^aestness was frequently 
rewardcd by Communications from the Holy 
Spirìt.* It was at length resolved that the Lord- 
Greneral and bis council of war, eren without 
the concurrence of the Council of State, should» 
of their own authority, nominate a parliament, 
consisting of men distìnguished by hpliness of 
life and piety of conversation* Tlie ministers 
of the congregatìonal churches in the several 
counties, whose assistance had been solicited, 
sent retums of persons ** faitbfol, fearing Crod, 
and hating coyetousness," who were deemed 
qualìfied for this high and important trust ; and 
from these, without eyen the pretext of a public 
election, Cromwell and big officers chose about 
a hundred and fifty to serye for certain places in 
the three kingdoms. To each member thus ap- 

• Thurlow, Tol. i. pp. 256, 306. Lingard, voi. xj. 
p. 184. 
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pointed was séni a writ of gnmmong, under thè 
Bignature of the General; requiring his personal 
Bttendance at Whitehall on a oertain day, lo 
take upon himself the office of a national repre- 
sentative.* Whatever might be the snrprise of 
certain individuals when they reodved their 
commissìon, it is remarkàble that dnly two re* 
f iised to accept ; the greater number regar^ng 
the unwonted mode of their election as a posi- 
tive cali from heaven.f 

* The foUowing is the form of the summons ;— > 
<< I OlÌTer Cromwell, Captala- Geniaril and CommandÉ- 
ur-in.Chief of ali the armies and force^ raised» and to ho 
iraised, within this Commonwealth, do herehy summon. 
,and require you (being one of the persons nominated^ 
personally to be and appear at the council-chamber at 
Whitehall, within the city of WestmiAster, upon the 4tk 
day of July next ^leuing the dato hwoof ; tfaen aad thera 
io take upon you the said trust, unto which you are ber»- 
hy eallecl, and appointed to serre as a member for the 
eouuty of "<r ■■ 

** And hereof you are not to fall. 
** GIven under my hand and seal, the day of 
June, 1653, 

•« O. Cromweu,." 
f Thurlow, voi. i. p. 274-. The following letter is Irf- 
serted as a specimen of the recommendation sent by the 
churohes who eelected the members of Barbone's Farli»- 
iBMit :*-— « 

" Letter from the people of Bedfordshire, to the Lord 
General Cromwell, and the councell of the army. 

" May it please your lordship and the rest of the coim- 
celi of the army, 
*' We (w« trust) the servants of Jesus Christ, inhabit 
ants in the county of Bedford, haveinge fresh upon our 
hearts the sad oppressions we bave (alonge while) groan*d 
under from the late parlyament, and now eyeing and 
owning (through grace) the good hand of God in thh 
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It wa8 on the 4th of Jiily 165S, that tbis fa« 
mous parlìament assembled ; cm whìch occasìon 
Cromwell addressed them in a long speech, con- 
Mting of scrìptural commentary and ghostly 
«dmonìtioB. ^ I confesd/' says he, " 1 nerer 
Imrfced to see auch a day as this ; it may be, nor 

Cn neitber, when Ohrist should be so owned at 
Ì8 at this day, and in this work. God mani- 
feitg it to be the day of the power of Christ, 
haring through go mach blood, and so much 
trial as hath been upon this natiopi made a 
willing people ; he makes this one of the great- 
est mercies, next to his own son^ to bave bis 
people called to the supreme authority, God 
hath owned his son, and he hath owned you^ 
and made y<m to own him» I confess I never 
looked to hare seen snch a day; I did not, Per- 
haps yon are not known to one another's face; 

freat tume of providence, beitig persuaded it is firom the 
Lord that you should be instniments in hit hand at such 
li tirae as this, for the elacting of such pecsons whoe may 
go ia and out before his people m righteousnesse, and go- 
veme these nations in judgmenty we haveing sought the 
Lord for you, and hopeing that God will stili doe greate 
thiugs by you, understanding that It is in your hearts 
(through the Lord*s assistance) to estahlish an authorlty, 
consisting of men able, loveing truth, fearing God, and 
hateing oovetousness ; and we hayeiiig had some experi- 
ence of men with us, we Jj^s^yb judged it our duty to God, 
to you, and to the rest of his people, humbly to present 
two men, yiz. Nathaniell Taylor and John Croke,now jus- 
tices of peace in our county, whom we judge in the Lord 
qualified to manage a trust in the ensueing govemment. 
AH which we humbly referre to your serious oonsider»- 
tiQDs, and subscribe our name^ this 13th day q£ M«yi 
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I am confident you are strangers, comìng fttmi 
ali parts of thè uàtion as you do ; but we shali 
teli that indeed we hare not allowed oursr^res 
in the choice of one person in whom we had 
not this good hope, that there was ftàtk in 
Jesus Christ, and love towards hìs people. Thus 
God hath owned you in the eyes of the nation, 
and by comìng hither you own him, as it is in 
Isaiah, xliii. 21, < This people^' saith God, * / 
haveformed for myself, that they may shcwfarth 
my praise* " He adds, in words which will ad- 
mit of a meaning by no means credìtable to bis 
audience, " I think it may be trnly said that 
never was there a supreme authority consisting 
of siich a body as you are." — " Own yonr cali," 
he adds, << for it is of God. It is not long sìnce 
this was known to you or us ; and, indeed, it 
hath been the way God hath dealt with us ali 
along, to keep things from our eyes that we 
bave seen nothing in ali bis dispensations long 
beforehand, which is also a witness, in some de- 
gree, of our integrity. I say you are called 
with a high callìng, and why shouid we be 
afraid to say or think that this may be the door 
to usher in the things which God hath promtsed, 
and bave been prophesied of, and which he hath 
set the heàrts of bis people to wait for and ex- 
pect ? We know who they are that shall war 
with the Lamb against bis enemies ; they shall 
be a people called and chosen, and faithfui ; and 
God hath in a military way appeared with them, 
and for them, and now in thcse civil powers 
and authorities ; and these are not ili prognos- 
tications of the good we hope for. indeed, I 
do think somewhat is »t the door ; we are at the 
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tkresliold; and therefore ìt becdmes us to lift 
Qp our hands, and to encoura^e ourselves in the 
liord. Surely you are called by God to mie 
with him and for him; and you are called to be 
faithful with the saints, who hare been some- 
what instrumentai to your cali." 

The above speech is said, by the earliest bio- 
grapher of Crom^^ell, to bave been pronounced 
in so excellent a manner, as to manifest beyond 
aU doubt that the Spirit of God was upon him. 
The address being ended, he delivered to them 
an ìnstrument, engrossed on parchment, and 
bearing bis seal and signature, by which, with 
the advice of bis councìl of officers, he devolved 
and intrusted the supreme authorìty and go- 
yernment of the Commonwealth into the hands 
of the persons theremet^ and declaredthat they 
were to be acknowledged for that authorìty, to 
whom ali persons with in this nation were to 
yield obedience and subjection ; that they were 
to sit tìll the 3d day of Noyember, 1654; and 
that three months before that time, they were 
to make choìce of other persons to succeed 
them, who were not to sit longer than twelve 
xnonths, and were then to determine respecting 
the snccession of the govemment.* 

The day succeeding this inanguration was 
consecrated by the new members to prayer and 
other religious duties. Thirteen of the most 
gifted of their number conducted their devo- 
. tions, and preached from eight in the moming 
till six in the eyening ; and seyeral affirmed, 
that " they had neyer enjoyed so much of the 

* Whiteloolc; Leicester's Journal, p. 146. 
VOL, II, O 
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fpirit and prasence of Christ in aay of the m^et» 
ÌDg8 and exercises of religion in ali their liye% 
as they did on that day*" 

But it 80o^ appeared tbat Gromwell and hU 
fihosen saints had mistaken each other's charac- 
ter. The General had intended nothing mor^ 
than to goveìrn the natìon through these pious 
instraments, and to use the^m only as a larr 
ger and more popular council than either of 
the two which he had already formed* But 
Barbone and his associates no sooner found 
themselves in posgession of power, than they 
resolved to make such a thorough refbrmation 
in every department of the state, as alarmed 
their master as well as his armed coUeagnes ; who 
now began to apprehend in eamest that the 
Elect were about to goyern the earth. They 
intended to abolish the Court of Chancery, to 
repeal ali the old laws, and to compile a new 
system of statntes, which eyery Englishman 
might read and understand. It was said that 
they meant to make the law of Moses the basis 
and model of their improyed code. In like 
manner, they attacked the few remaining out- 
works of the church establishment, particularly 
tithes, and the right of patronage or adyowsons ; 
but finding in the Old Testament some autho- 
rity for paying the clergy from the fruits of th^ 
soii, they besitated as to the change which was 
. recommended to their adoption by tho^e who 
thoaght that religion might be more suitably 
supported from a different reyenue. 

In short, the innoyations which they conten^- 
plated were of so sweeping a nature, that the 
more sober part of tlie community saw reason 
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%b fear tbe approaeh of a reroiutìoìi, whick 
wonld fltrìkd deeper ìnto the constitatiolial prìn- 
ciples of the kingdom than the conquest either 
of the Danes oir the Normans. The Anabap- 
tiists, in particular, who constituted the majority 
•of the memhers, were lesa actaated by any re- 
nard to earthly things than by the expectation 
of the Millennium, the reign of Christ upon 
earth, for whose approach they beliered that 
they had b^en selected by God to prepare the 
*way. Harrìson, and some other enthusiasts, 
lieaded this party, and greatly perplexed the 
;Iiord* General ; who once more, notwithstand- 
ing ali bis art, found bis chosen instrumentg con- 
Terted into the most deadly weapons, and whìch 
required only an able band to tum snceessfblly 
against bis life and power. The followers of 
Feakeil and Powell, two eloquent preacherii 
among the Anabaptists, had already discovered 
that Cromwell was the man of sin, the old dra- 
gon, and the beast, foretold in the Revelation ; 
and, moreover, that the great object of bis go- 
Vemment was to oppose the kingdom of Christ, 
and to snpport the interests of the Pope, and 
of ali the other sinfìil poWers, whose doom de- 

J^ended upon the rise of the fifth monarchy, so 
ong promised to the faithful. 
• It was therefore resolved in the military 
leonncil, that these troublesome legislators, whose 
"»« cali was of God," and every one of whom had 
« fiiith in Jesus Christ and love to the people," 
sbould he sent back to their respective parishes. 
Cromwell found that he had dono wrong in de- 
ToMng the supreme power even on those whom 
he hadiitformed that they were ^ called by God 
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to nile with him and for hìm." He therefore 
ÌD6tnicted one of his officerà to move in the 
House that the members should forthwìth repair 
to Wbitehall, and give back their authorìty mto 
the hands of him from whom they had received 
it. The Speaker immediately left the chair, 
and the Independents, to the number of fìfty, 
followed him in a body. The reformers, who 
did not amount to thirty, were paralysed by 
this 8udden movement, and threw themselireg 
on their knees to pray. Wliile they were so 
employed, two colonels entered and desired 
them to withdraw. They asked for their war^ 
xant ; upon which they called in a company of 
aoldiers, whom they ordered to clearthe House, 
and take possession of the keys. 

The occurrence now described reflects little 
credit on the sincerity of Cromwell, He had 
erer been a great adrocate for reforming the 
law and the church, particularly in the article 
of tithes'; and in his various dedamations against 
the manifold corruptions which prevailed m the 
nation, he nerer omitted the expense and delay 
of legai proceedÌDgSy and the necessity of a 
speedy alteration in the forms of process. But 
no sooner did the Little Parliament enter upon 
these delicate subjects, than he roused the sus- 
picions of the clergy and lawyers, and tumed 
their resentment against the proposed innova- 
tions of the legislative. He eren circulated car 
lumnies in regard to the motires of the leading 
members ; insinuating it as one of their doc- 
trines, that liberty and property were not badges 
of the kingdom of Christ ; and averring, that if 
their wild schemes yeve npt ch^ched, the law«i 
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jo£ the land wonld be subverted, freedoìn vrovli 
be .destroyed, and the gospe] ministry entirely 
«bolished. 

So far,however, did he carry his dissimulation, 
that when the Speaker and his adherents arri- 
ved at Whitehall to resigli thfeir power, and had 
&ctnally drawn np a form of demisÉion, he show* 
ed the utmost reluctance to comply with their 
wishes. Nay, in a speech to the following par- 
iiament, he protested, that so far from Imving 
ftny band in the measure, he was an absolute 
stranger to the design till the greater number 
Df the members carne to him and delivered the 
ìnatrnment of their resignation into bis hands. 
•* 7 bave," says he, " appealed to God before 
you already ; I know that it is a tender thing 
%o make appeals to God." Cromwell had now, 
in short, lost ali senso of hononr in politicai 
transactions, and made no scruple of sanction- 
ing, by the most solemn protestations, the most 
notorious falsehoods. Will any man beliere^ that 
a company of musketeers conld be marched into 
the Parliament-house, and the remaining mem- 
bers tnmed ont, without the knowledge of the 
comm ander-in-chief ? ♦ 

The govemment of the country was again in 
the hands of the General and his officers. Bat 
as a proof that this event had been anticipated, 
it is worthy of remark, that every thing was 
arranged for his elevation to an office which con- 
ferred upon him ali that his ambition longed for, 
except the name of King. It was on the 12th 

* Godwin, Tol. ilL p. 590* FtorUmneataiT Hìatorff 
Tol. XX» p. 365, 
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of December that bis intrìgaes prerailed in 
breaking up the Parliament, and on the 16th of 
the same month, he was solemnly installed as 
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of £ng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland. Thìs ceremony took 
place in Westminster-Hall abont one o'clock in 
the aftemoon, at which hour he proceeded from 
the paLace in bis coach, attended by several thon- 
sana soldìers, who lined the streets and occnpied 
the public buildings. His retinue was graced 
by the Lords Commissioners of the great seal^ 
the judges, and the Council of State, while ìm 
carriage was surrounded by a life-guard, and 
many of the chief officers of the army, splendida 
ly attired. The General himself was dressed in 
a suit of black velvet. A chair of state, with a 
rich carpet and cushions, had beenprepared. Tb« 
persons oificiating arranged themselves on the 
rìght and left of the princìpal figure ; a commis- 
sioner of the great seal at each band, the judges 
on both sides, the lord mayor and aldermen on 
the righty and the members of the council on the 
left. 

After the Institnte of Government was read, 
which occupied about half an hour, Lisle, one 
of the keepers of the seal, administered an oath 
to the Protector, who continued to stand unco« 
vered ; but no sooner had he signed this obliga- 
tion thau he was invited to take possession of 
the chair; which he did, at the same time putting 
on his hat, the rest remaining bare-headed as 
before. The lords commissioners deliyered up 
to his Highness the purse and the seals, and the 
lord mayor of London his sword, which were 
presently retumed to them by the F^otector. 
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Wlien he reached Whiteball, be went with his 
attendante to the banqueting-house, where they ^ ; / 
heard an exhortation made by Leek t e r, chapiaìn ^ <^ ^ < 
tp bis Highness) an observance which, as the in- ■ 

troduction to a military government^ was con* 
cluded bv the appropriate ceremony of three 
voUeys djscharged by the regiments in attend-» 
ance. 

The title of the instrument by which this new 
autborìty was established> was the " Government 
of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and the Dominìons thereunto belong- 
ÌDg;"andthesubstanceof ìt wasythat the supreme 
legislative autborìty should he vested in one per- 
sona and in the Commons in Parliament assem- 
}>led : that the Protector should he assisted by 
a councìly consisting of not fewer than thirteen 
or of more than twenty-one persons ; that ali 
writs, commissions, and grants, should run in 
Ids name ; and that from him should he derived 
ali magistracy and honours ; that he should bave 
the command of the forces both by sea and land, 
and with bis council should bave the power of 
war and peace ; that no law should be suspend- 
ed> altered, or repealed without the consent of 
Parliament; and that a Parliament should be 
summoned every third year. It was directed, 
however, that, tiU the meeting of the first tri- 
ennial Parliament, in September 1654-, the Pro- 
tector and council should bave power to raise 
money for the public defence, and to make such 
hws and ordinances as the welfare of the natìon 
mìght require. It was likewise provided, that 
$31 bills passed by the Pai-liament should be pre- 
0^ted to the I^ord Protector for bis assent, and 
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tliat if lie did not grant ìt within twenty days^ 
the bills shoald then become law Botwithstand* 
ing. Each Parliament was to sit fiye montbg ; 
and if an intermediate Parliament was called 
by the Lord Protector, it was not to be pro- 
rogaed nor dissolred within three months, un- 
less with ìts own consent. It was fixed that 
everypersoa, possessmg an. estate in.lands 01^ 
goods to the ralue of two hundred pounds an- 
nually, should bare a vote at the election of 
members of Parliament, except such as had beea 
concerned in the war against the Parliament, ol* 
in the rebellion in Ireland. It was ordered that 
the keeper of the seal, the treasnrer, the admi- 
nd, the chief justices of the two benches, and the 
chief governors of Scotland and Ireland, shonld 
be nominated by Parliament, and in the intera 
vals of Parliament, by the Protector and coun- 
cil. It was determined, that, as soon as mlght be, 
a prò vision should be made for the maintenance 
of the clergy, more certain and less contentious 
than the way of tithes ; and that no person 
shoidd be compelled to conform to the establish- 
ed chnrch, nor be any way restrained in the 
profession and exercise of bis religion, except 
the adherents of popery and prelacv. It was 
agreed that Oliver Cromwell should be deda* 
red Lord Protector for life, and that in case of 
bis demise, the Council of State should assemble, 
to the number of not fewer than thìrteen, and 
immediately elect bis successor.* 

In forming an estimate of the motives which 

• CromweUUma* p. 13a 
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indaced Oromwell to dissolve the Long Paiiia* 
ment, ìt ought not to be forgotten, that he him« 
self immediately afterwards acted npoit the veiy 
principles which he loudly condemned in the 
leaders of that celehrated assembly. Vane and 
his friends maintained that the country was not 
yet sufficiently settled to he intnisted with the 
irritating duty of a general election ; and, there« 
foro, it was necessary that a certain number of 
the old members should remain, not only for the 
purpose of condacting the govemment in the 
meantime, hat also for instructing, in the forms 
of business, the new representatiyes who might 
be retnmed. For the same/eason, it was prò- 
yided bv the bill which was about to be passed 
when the grenadiers entered the House, that 
there should not at any future perìod be a com- 
plete dissolution of the Commons, but that only 
a part of the members at one timo should bé 
retumed to their constituents. It is remarkable, 
that in constituting his first Parliament, he prò- 
ceeded on the very ground now explained, and 
obyiously for the same considerations ; a proof, 
if any were wanted, that his anger was kmdled 
against the Rump, not for their practical errors in 
the conduct of affitirs, but for showing too much 
politicai wisdom, and for arranging a scherno of 
government which would soon bave deprived 
the army of the dangerous power whicn had 
fallen into their hands. 

Barbone's Parliament, in lìke manner, was 
dismissed for beìng too honest. There were in 
it, no doubt, several hot-headed fools who aim- 
ed at impracticable improyements, and labonred 
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fò hnng thè English people to a condition of 
dimpHcitr and innocence which has nerer been 



ìned in the social state. But, with few ex- 
ceptions-^the '* trepanners and spies** whom 
Cromwell had introduced — ^they had the good 
of their country at heart, and would have forced 
òn sòme changes, which, by redacing the army, 
must have preduded the despotism on which 
the Council of Officers meant to establish their 
power. Finding, too, that they were disposed 
to aésert a degree of independence which he 
iiever intended they should possess, the General 
joined in the calamnies wiUi which they were 
àssaiied; increased^he ridicole which was direct- 
ed against their proceedings; and, finally, by 
creating a schism in their body, drew over thiq 
venal and ambitious to his own ranks, and ex- 
posed the honest fanatics to everlastlng con- 
tempt. By these means, however, he attained 
the rank and authority which were conferred 
ùponhim on the 16th of December, 1653; when 
Ite foand himself in the possession of a more 
ampie treasnry, a finer navy, and more nume* 
i-ous land forces, than had ever sapported the 
éhrone of Eogland, or commanded the respect 
offoreign States, 
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CHAPTEB IV. 



■Prom tH Accession of CromweU to the Protector- 
atCy to his Death in S^fOember 1658. 

It bas been asserted, tbat in tbe Institute of 
Government under whicb Oliver assamed tba 
supreme power, the title of King was originally 
engrossed, aod tbat it was only in compliance 
with tbe scruples of certain individuals wbòse amt 
bltion bad not yet been gratified, tbat the word 
Protector was afterwards substituted. But tbe 
appellation in sucb cases ìs a mere soimd ; and 
CromweU bad determined to exercise tbe fìil} 
rìgbts of sqvereignty, in tbe civil as well as ih 
tbe military department. As is usuai on the 
accession of a bereditary monarch, he issued 
new patents to the judges, and commissiona to 
tbe principal officers of tbe army ; obtainìng, at 
tbe same time, a statuto declaring it high trea* 
son to compass or imagine any violence to tbe 
person or government of the Lord Protector» 
or to revive tbe claims and title of Cbarki 
Stuart. 

He accepted, on tbe same pccasion, tbe con« 
gratulations of foreign princes tbrougb the me^ 
dium of tbeir ambassadors ; wbom ho received 
%t his palaoe with ali die fona igid eti^pittte of 
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the mo8t ancient conrt. He had removed with 
bis familv to the apartments formerly occupìed 
by the King, which were newly furnished in the 
most costly and magnificent style ; and in the 
banqaeting room was placed a chair of state on 
a platform raised a few steps above the floor. 
Here the Protector stood to receive the ambas« 
sadors. These functionaries were instructed to 
make three reverences ; one at the entrance, the 
second as they advanced up the roòm, and the 
third at the lower step of the elevation on which 
the Protectoral throne was erected, — ^to each of 
which bis lordship answered by a slight indi- 
natìon of the head. When they had delivered 
their gpeeches and heard the reply of bis High* 
ness, they retired, obserying the same ceremo* 
nial with which they had entered. 

But Cromwell felt that, by ministering to bis 
own ambiiion, he had lost the confidence of bis 
first and most ardent friends. The republican 
party now became bis bitterest enemìes. He 
had deceived them in the tenderest point, while 
he employed them as instruments for accom- 
plishing bis personal yiews, at every stage of bis 
advancement. 8ome of the more violent preach» 
ers did not besitate to denounce bim from the 
palpit as a << dissembling, perjnred viUain, and 
to threaten bim with a worse fate than had be« 
fallen the last tyrant." To check such ireedoms, 
he threw several individuak into prison, and 
committed to the Tower that long subservient 
andunscmpulouspartisan-— M ajor-General Har- 
risoli. Alarmed with menaces of assassinationi 
too, he let loose bis fury against the royalists, 
whom he chaqifed with the inteòtion of patting 



OLIVER CROMWELL. 17f 

faìm to ddath. He luMiged Vowell, a wrongt 
headed schoolmaster, and condemned to the pur 
nishment of a traitor a youngman named Gerard, 
who declar^d with his dying breath that he had 
never given his consent to any pian of murder^ 

It required no smaìl management to satisfy 
liÌ8 repuolican friends that his intentions wer^ 
etili sincere and honest. The rise which he had 
ahready made looked like a step to kingship^ 
•which John Groodwìn had longrepresented as the 
<^ gr^at Antichrist that hindered Christ from 
beìng set on the throne." To these he dedared 
with tears^ that he would rather have taken a 
fihepherd's staff than theProtectorship, since no<- 
thìng was more contrary to his genius than a 
show of greatnessi ; but he saw it was necessary 
at that timo to keep the nation from falling into 
extreme disorder, and from becoming open to the 
xionunon enemy ; and, therefore, he o.nly stepped 
in betw^en the living and the dead, till God 
flhould direct them on what bottQm they ooght 
to settle : and h^ assured them, that then he 
would surrender the heavy load lying upon him 
with a Joy equid to the sorrow with which he 
was affected, while under that show of dignity.* 

Some of the chief officers on the Irish esta- 
blishment resìgned their commission8,and otherf» 
expressed their dissatisfaction in the strongest 
terms at the as^umption of arbitrary power, and 
the destructionoftheirfayourite Commonwealth. 
The majority, however, o£ the army stood faith* 
fui to his interests ; and b^ mixing favours. with 
moderate coercion, he gained many of the lesa 

• Biunui'sOwiiTiiiies;^^^ i*p. M^* ) 
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fitern repnblicans ; who, on reflection, were leni 
oflended to see on the throne a man of the peo« 
pie, than a member of the detested House of 
Stuart. Even the zealots began to thìnk that 
Cromwell was not, even as an enemy of the 
saints and of theìr expected kìngdoni, so much 
to be dreaded as a prince who chkimed the ecep- 
tre as his personal right, and who had ne^er 
exhibited any sìgns of grace. 

It belongs to the general historian, rather 
than to the biographer of Cromwell, to relate 
the foreign wars and treaties which engaged 
the attention of Parliament durìngthé existence 
of the Commonwealth. The triumphs of the 
English flag at sea shed a glory on the adminis» 
tration of the repnblieans which no subseqneiit 
events, brìlliant as they may have been, bare 
altogether edìpsed. The Dutch, after a gallant 
and protracted stmggle, were compelled to ac- 
knowledge the superiority of their insular neigh- 
bours, on that element, too,whence they had derì- 
ved at once their wealth and their fame ; and 
about the period when Oliver assumed the Pre- 
tectoral sceptre, the United Provinces were dia- 
posed to sue for peace on terms very fayourabte 
to their maritime rivals. It has always been 
asserted that, instead of securingfor his country 
the commercial advantages which he was enti- 
tled to demandy he sacrìficed the victories of 
Blake to an impatience for peace, or to the fur- 
therance of his own views against the Stoarts 
and the house of Grange, 

From the.conditions of the peace which Crom- 
welJ signed, and which were uniyersally regard- 
ed as nuMih Inferior to those which the country 
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ima a^rìglU to ask, it has been inferred by an 
abie historian, that ibe war with tbe States-óe- 
neral must bave been originali^ impolitic*. This 
remark sbows, at least, tbat a feeling of disap- 
pointment bad spread over tbe land, in regard 
to tbe inadequate result of tbe splendid ^ampbs 
gained by tbe naval commanders ; and more- 
over, tbat tbere was some ground for tbe suspi- 
cione tbaty as better terms bad been offered to 
tbe Parliament and rejected, tbe Protector mnst 
bave bad otber objects to promote tban tbe 
eommercial ìnterests and reputation of tbe Coin- 
monwealtb.* . . 

! Tbe termination of war, bowever, is at ali 
times so grateful to tbe domestic and literary 
kabits of erery people, tbat ali enquiries as to 
the policy of the peace were for a wbUe super- 
seded by the rejoicuigs to which it gave idise. 
The Moses celebrated the wise moderàtìon of 
the Protector ; tbe umyersities sent up poema 
and addresses ; aod the city of London gave a 
dinner to the renowned chief wbo bad ofiered 
and accepted tbe olive brancb. The fanatics 
alone were unanimous in denouncing the peace. 
Hiey bad looked towards Holland as a conve- 
nìeiit rendezvons for the faithful.in England, 
where they mìght debark their spiritual hosts 
on a projected expedition to puU. the Scarlet 
Lady of the Seven Hills from ber seat, and to 
erect the standard of the saints in the city of 
Rome. They bad insisted, therefore, upon 
having certain of the Dutch provinces nnited 
to Great Britain, either by treaty or by con- 
quest ; and it was upon discovering that Crom- 

• Hume, tol. vii. p. 276. 
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Well àia noi enter into tliig pioiui specolatiatt, 
that they laboured to expose bis rea! charaeter 
as the apocaJyptic beast and man of sin. 

It was on A8h*Wedttesday, the general fast 
of Chrìstendom, that the Lord Protector accept- 
ed the civic entertainment. Attended by nìs 
council, the principal officers of the army, and 
many persona of qnality^he paraded in the midst 
of bis life-guards from Whitehall to Tempie- 
bar. Here the Lord M ayor and Aldermen were 
waiting for him ; when tne former, advancing to 
bis coach, presented the city sword. This being 
retumed> the Recorder, in an inflated speecfa, 
pronounced the complimenta which are nsnally 
paid to sorereigns. After this ceremony, Oli- 
ver mounted a charger splendidly caparìsoned, 
and rode as if in triumph through the principal 
gtreets. Seyeral branches of the corporation, 
arrayed in their officiai robes, had taken their 
places on scaffolds erected on esich side for the 
purpose ; and the Lord Mayor, carrying the sword 
of state before bis guest, led the way to Gro- 
cer's Hall, where a magnificent banquet was pro- 
vided. After dinner, the usnrper thought proper 
to exercìse a part of the royal prerogative ; he 
knighted the Lord Mayor, and made him a pre- 
sentof bis sword. 

Lndlow observesy that this exhibitìon was 
contrived to let the world see how good an im- 
derstanding prevailed between the Protector 
and the capital; but that among disceming 
men it had a contrary e£Pect. They perceired 
it to he an act of force rather than of choice. 
This appeared in the great silence and little re- 
spect that was given him in bis passage tbroegh 
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the gtreets, àlthongh he, to inTÌte sruch respect» 
rode bareheaded the gpreatest part of the way. 
Some of hÌ8 creatures had placed themselves at 
the entrance of Cheapside, and began to shout ; 
yet it took not at ali wìth the people. 

A Parliament, sammoned hy CromweUy ac- 
cording to the terms of the Instìtate of Grovern- 
menty met on the 3d of September, his fated day. 
As, however, in the year 165é it happened to fall 
on a Sunday, he proceeded no farther than to 
inrite the members to hear sermon the foUow* 
ing moming in the Abbey church. After di- 
vine service, they attended him in the Painted 
Chamber, where he pronounced a long harangne» 
vindicating the measures which he had lately 
pursued, and ascribing his own elevation/not 
to any design or wish ever entertained by him 
in secret, but to the good purpose and over- 
riiling band of God. He expressed much in- 
dìgnation agatnst republicans of eyery denonii<- 
nation, whomhe described asenemies of Heaven 
and of human peace. He entreated the mem- 
bers to assist him in settling the civil and ecde« 
siastical constitation on a finn basis ; and con- 
duded his speech with an expression of self- 
denial, which could not but he regarded as an 
insolent affectation of a superìority to which they 
had not yet admitted his claim. " I desire yoa 
to believe,'' said he, <* that I speak not to you 
as one that would be lord over you, but as one 
that is resolved to be a fellow-servant with you 
to Uie interest of this great afl&ir/'^ 



* The hamillty wliich he afFected in langiiage, formed 
a st^ikiog contrast with theostentation which distinguish- 
p2 
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■ Bttt the chanicter and motires of Òromwell < 
were now too well nnderstood to deceire cven ! 
the most simple. No sooner, accordingly, had | 
the House met atid chosen a Speaker, than they 
proceeded to an examìnation of the Instrument 
Dy which the Protector held his power ; an en- 
qiiiry which involved the important quest'ion, 
Whether the representatives of the people shonld 
eonsent to have the government vested in << a 
fiìngle person and a parliament." In the course 
of the debate, one member said, '< that as 6od 
had made him instrumentai in cutting down 
tyranny in one individuai, so could he not en- 
duro to see the liberties of the nation shadded 
by another, whose right to the government 
could not he measured otherwise than by the 
length of his s word, which alone had embolaened 
him to command his commanders." Another 
member applied to Oliver the words of the prò- 
phet to Ahab, <<Hast thou kiUed, and also tdcen 
possession?" 

ed liis aotions. In his movement trom Whiteball to West- 
mlnster, and from thenee to the Fainted Chamber, he 
waa attended ae foUows : 

In the first of the procesdon, were Bome hnndreds of 
gentlemen, with the life-guarda ; nezt inunedlately after 
his coach, his pages and hicqueys, richly dressed ; on the 
right of the coach, Morland, one of his council and cap* 
tain of his goards, with the master of the ceremonie^, 
both on foot ; on the left, Captain Howard of the life- 
goards ; in the coach with him were his son Henry and 
Lambert, both bareheaded ; after the eoach rode Claypole, 
master of the borse, with a charger richly decked ; next, 
the oommissioners of the great scal and of the treasury, 
diverse of the council in coaches, and the ordinary guard, 
'-^ParL Hi8t. toI. -xx, p. 316. 
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Upontbe queìstionbeiiigpiit, wlietliertlie House 
slioiild risolve itself into a commìtjtee» to deter^ 
mine whether or not the gOYemment should be 
in a single person and successive parliaments, it 
tvas carried in the affirmative hy a maiority of 
five yoices. Alarmed at this beginnmg, an<} 
finding the foundation of his power shaking un- 
der his feet, Cromwell seìzed one of the leaders, 
and ordered at the same time three regimenté 
to march into the city, with directions to occu- 
py the principal posts. He next commanded 
the attendance of the members in the Painted 
Chamber, where he reasoned and remonstrated 
With them on their bold undertakings. He told 
them that the office which he held was not of 
his seeking; that imperious circumstances had 
imposed it upon him ; but that, as bis calling was 
from God, and his testimony fì-om the people— •- 
alludine to the addresses and entertainments 
which he had received — so he had resolved that 
none except God and the people should ever 
deprive him of his appointment. He reminded 
tfaein that in the new government tfaere were 
certain things fundamental, and not to be ques- 
tioned or disturbed even by the legislature ; and 
among these the principal was, that the supreme 
power should be vested in a single person and 
successive parliaments. He tela them plainly 
that he would not permit them to sit, if they 
did not acknowledge the authority by which 
they had been assembled. Por this purpose he 
had prepared a recognition, which he would re- 
quire them to sign. Those who refused should 
"be excluded -, the rest would find admission, and 
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might exercUe their legislative power widtont 
control. 

Upon their return to the House, the mem« 
bers found a guard of soldiers at the door, and 
the Recognitionmentioned by the Protector ly- 
ing on a table in the lobby, for their signature. 
The Speaker, Lenthal, set the example of obe- 
dience ; binding himself neither to propose nor 
consent to alter the government as it was then 
settled in a single person and parliament. In 
the course of a few days^ about tfaree hundred 
added their names ; the remainder, amounting 
to a hundred and sixty, resolutely refused so 
mean an act of compliance with a tyranny so 
undisguised. 

A few days after this victory, Cromwell near^ 
ly lost bis life by an accident. Having got a 
present of six coach horses from the Diike of 
Oldenburgh, he resolved one evening, after 
dining with Thurlow, to try the docilìty of the 
animals in a drive through the Park. He p^t 
the secretary into the vehicle, while he himself 
mounted the box ; but being unaccustomed to 
six-in-hand, he allowed the cattle to prove bis 
masters, and precipitate him amongst their feet. 
He hung for a time suspended by the pole, ex* 
posed to the utmost hazard, as the horses had 
increased their speed to a furious ga]lop. But 
bis good fortune did not yet desert him ; he fell 
to the ground between the wheels, and escaped 
with a slight bruise. Thurlow, who leaped from 
the door of the coach, was more injured than 
bis master. A pistol which went off in the Pro- 
tector*s pocket during bis fall, increased bis dan* 
ger, and betrayed the apprehensions which he 
had alread^ begun to cntertain. 
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The Parliament, althoagli in gome degree 
pnrged by the operation to which Oromwell 
sabjected it on the 12th of September, did 
Bot jet «xhibit the subserviency which he had 
hoped to find in it. His friends in the House 
endeavoured to carry a vote, declaringthe Pro» 
tectorate hereditary in his family ; but, fàt 
fìrom Bucceeding, they had the mortìfication to 
find the motion so ili received, as to he rejected 
by a mdority of two himdred and eighty. The 
Remainder of the session was distinguished by 
a similar spirìt. The opposition, led by Brad- 
shaw, Hazìerìgy and Scot, reviewed everv ar^ 
ticle of the Instmmentof Government with thè 
most suspicious minuteness, and had even drawH 
up some proposed amendments in the form of a 
bìlL But Cromwell, who watched their motions, 
liad determined that it should not pass. On the 
22d of January, he summoned the House tó 
meet him in the Painted Chamber, where, with 
a mixture of dìspleasnre and contempt, he np- 
bnided them with their inefficiency, and finally 
dissolved them. By their dissensions, he told 
them, they had aided the fanatics to throw the 
natton into confusion ; and bv the slowness of 
their proceedings, had compelled the soldiers to 
live at free qoarters on the country. They sup- 
posed, he added, thathe wished to make the office 
he held hereditarv in his family, It was not true { 
on the contrary, had they inserted such a provi- 
Sion in the instrument, he would bave rejected 
It. He spoke in the fear of the Lord, who would 
not be mocked, and with the satisfìu;tion that 
his eonscience did not belle his assertion. But 
that he might trouble them no longer, it waa 
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his doty to teli them, that their continiuiiii^ was 
not for the benefit of tbe nation, and therefoxe 
he did then and there declare that the Parila* 
ment was dissolved.* 

. Thi8 determined stroke of policy took the re- 
publicans by sorprise* The instninient provi- 
ded that every parliament sfaould sit fi ve monthS) 
a period which did not elapse until the 3d of 
February. But Cromwell chose not to allow 
more than twenty-eight days to the month ; al- 
legingi as an authority for such a calcalation, 
the practice of the army and navy, whose pay 
was always rated according to the month whioh 
consists of only four M'eeks. The members^ 
although perfectly satisfied that thetrick would 
not bear examination, were not ignorant, at the 
same time, that the city was full of troops ; and 
remembering that Harrison had been sent to 
the Tower for giring countenance to a petition 
which was disagreeable to the Protector, Uiey 
conceded the accuracy of the new calendar, and 
vacated their seats. 

Cromwell had now been long enough at the 
head of aifairs to he convinced that he had not 
consulted either for peace or reputation when he 
resolved to seize the reìns of supreme authority, 
Nor was the opposition which he had to en- 
counter in Parhament, either the most vexa* 
tiousy or the most formidable against which he 
had to strive. He felt that he was every where 
surrounded by secret enemies, whose plots it 
might not he always possible for him to disco* 

* Whitelock, pp. 610, 618. Joumals, January 1% 
20, 22. Lingaid, voi. ad. p. 245. 
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Tef, ftnd wliose strength he mìgfat not long be 
àble to resist. The republicans, on the one 
hahd, and the royalists, on the other, were band- 
ed againgt his lite, and avowed themselves ' the 
irrecon<;ilable enemiea òf his govemment. The 
fbrmér, who were the most deeply disappointed 
apd enraged, lent an earto every pian of assas* 
sìnatton and rebellìon. Even the army had be- 
eome dissatisfied and ready for revolt. Several 
colonels, including Wildman, Alnred, and Over- 
ton, had allowed their fidelity to be coirupted, 
lind to take a share in those counsels which were 
meant to restore the Commonwealth to its ori- 
ginai Tigour. But the vigilance of Cromwell, 
«timulated by his fears, was never at fault. He 
had q>tes in every regiment> and ahnost in every 
house, in the tents of his own officers, and in the 
hed-chamber of Charles the Second at Cologne 
Bnd at Paris ; by such means, in the organiza- 
tion of which he appears to bave spent his days 
and nights, he could suppress mutiny when on 
the ève of breaking out, and remove faithless 
commanders at the very moment when they 
were abont to draw their swords against him. 
Wildman, for example, was surprised in the 
very act of dictating to his secretary a most 
violent dedaration, of which the object was to 
seduce the minds of the soldiery, and to sap the 
foundations of thè Protectoral govemment. 

The royalists» who placed less value on pru* 
dence, than on a thoughtless and desperate va* 
lonr, constantly exposed themselves to the 
emissaries of CromwelL Manning, one of their 
own Bumber, who had attached himself Uk the 
famìly of the exUed King, made known ali the 
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»roposal0 which were addresged to[the royal ear 
►y àdventurèrs of every descrlptio'n ; and, às al- 
ways happens in suoli cases, tó increate the 
importance of his services, he magnified the 
namher of plots which were said to have been 
conceivedj for overturning the new monarchy of 
Englan^. 

There is no doubt, however, that about the 
period in question, a resolution was formed to 
take advantage of the dislike into which the 
Protector had fallen, with th^ view of giving to 
the friend» of Charles an opportunity of appear-» 
ing in the field in his behalf. A day about the 
middle of Aprii, 1655, was fixed for a general 
rising in several counties in the north and west. 
The Bari of Rochester and Sir Joseph Wag* 
stoff carne over from the Continent to head the 
insurgenU ; and the King is said to have re« 
moved to a neighbouring seaport on the Dutcb 
cooat, that he might be in reaidiness to pass intQ 
England, should the course of eyents encourag^ 
him to try once more the fortune of war. 

But the activity of Crpmw?!!, ftnd the omni-, 
presence of bis ag^otSi d^feated this prematuri» 
etep to restore the Stuarts. About two hun*- 
dreid and fifty horsemen under Penruddock^ 
Groves, and Jones, attended by a few gentle* 
mfin of the west, entered Salisbory whìle the 
judges were holding the assizes. To impresa 
the people with a notion of their vigour, an or- 
der was given to bang these peaceable civilians» 
together with the sberiff, who had joined them 
in his professional capacity. This disgraceful 
resolution was abandonedat theinstanee of cer« 
tain Gayaliers vrhQ rei^ided in the JueighbQurhoodi 
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and wlio ioeisted that the cause of tbe King 
should not be dishonoured by an action at once 
so cruel and unjust. Bat tbe insurrectlon pro- 
ved fruitless as to tbe main object, and fatai to 
tbe individuals wbo were engaged in it. Fa- 
tigued witb Constant marcbing, and disappoìnted 
every wbere of tbe promised aid wbich bad in- 
duced tbem to take up arms, tbey at length 
yielded to a single troòp of cavalry, on tbe sole 
condition tbat tbeìr lives sbould be preserved. 

Determined to set an example of severity, 
Cromwell gave orders tbat tbe prisoners sbould 
be brougbt to trial. Penruddock and Grové 
were bebeaded at Exeter, severa! otbers were 
banged, and tbe remainder were sent to Bar- 
badoes to be sold for slaves.* Not satisfìed 
witb tbe punisbment of tbe individuals taken in 
arms, tbe Protector ìssued a declaration, probi- 
biting ali sequestered clergymen of the Churcb 
of England from acting aa scboolmasters or tu- 
tors, and from preacbing or using tbe litargy 
as ministers, either in public or in private ; com- 
manding ali Roman Catbolic priests to quit tbe 
kingdom under pain of death; banisbing ali 
cavaliers and Catbolic laymen twenty mileà 
from the capital; and forbidding tbe publica- 
tion in print of any news or intelligence what- 
ever, without permission from the Secretary of 
State. 

To secure bimself stili fartber from any at- 
tempt similar to tbat wbich he bad just sup- 
prcssed, be placed under restraint most of the 

♦ State Trials, voi. v. p. 767. Burton's Diary, voi. iv. 
p. 258. See Note F, at end of tliis volume. 
yoh, II. Q 



188 tlFE OP ' 

nobilitjr and principal gentry of England, till 
they could produce bau for theìr good beha- 
tìout, and future appearance wbenever he might 
be pleased to cali them. For the same purpose, 
be resolved to dìminish their resources, by ex- 
torting a portìon of their yearly incorae. In de- 
fiance of tue Act of Oblivion, for which he de- 
claìmed with so much vehemence in the last 
days of the Long Parliament, he published an 
ordinance, stating that ali who had ever borne 
arms for the King, or declared themselves to b« 
of the royal party, should be decimated ; that is, 
pay a tenth part of ali the estate they had left, 
to support the charge to which the Common- 
wealth was put by the unquietness of their tem« 
per, and the cause of jeaiousy which they had 
ministered. 

The next step was to divide the whole king- 
dom into a certain number of military govern- 
menta, placed under the command of a |>^rre- 
sponding number of officers with the nink of 
Major-general ; whose duty it should be to raise 
a militia force within their respective jurisdic- 
tions, to be ready whensoerer the exigencies 
of state should require their services ; to levy 
the public taxes, including the decimation in- 
flicted on the royalists ; to suppress ali tumults 
and insurrections, to disarm ali Catholics and 
cavaliers ; to inquire into the conduct of minis- 
ters and schoolmasters ; and to arrest, imprison, 
and bind over ali dangerous and suspected per- 
sons, without the power of appealing to any 
but the Protector himself and bis council, 

Beyond this it was hardiy possible to go, in 
ìmitating the practice of the most despotic go- 



^ OLIVER CEOMWELL. 189 

yeniment8« Not only was the supreme aatho- 
rity ttsurped and held by ìllegal force, bat the 
people were now parcelled out into so many 
subuiyisions of slavery, over whom he had de- 
le^ted to hia inferior minìsters the same unii- 
mited power whioh he himself thought fit to 
exercise. The sanguinary struggle of the Civil 
War, in which so many lives were lost, and so 
mach suffering endored ; and which, dnring tea 
years, had burst the bonds of domestic concord 
m half the families of England, ended, as we 
have seen, in a military despotism; where laws 
were dietated at the point of the sword ; bill» 
mtermpted in their progress through Parlia- 
ment by companies of armed soldiers ; property 
confiscated by an order of the General; taxes 
imposed, and coUected by officers at the head of 
their troops ; and ministers, schoolmasters, and 
tutori expelled from their employment, at the 
instance of commissioners surrounded by fixed 
bayonets. Even Cromwell had ceaaed to cant 
about liberty; he compared himself to a con- 
stable in a mob, who was bound at ali hazards 
to suppress riots, and to keep the peace» 

The success of the repnbliean govemment at 
sea, favoured by othercircumstances^had thrown 
into the hands of England the balance of power ; 
and hence, Franco and Spain, exhausted by long 
wars and intestine commotiona, vied with each 
other in their attentions to the Protector, and 
in their endeavours to secure his favour. The 
Spanish Ambassador even proceeded so far 
aa to promise the countenance of his master, 
should Oliver tliink it expedient to place him- 
self on the throne ; and held out other induce*» 
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ments of a more substantial nature, in order io 
gain the friendship of the fortunate soldier who 
had fleets and armies at liis command. Crom- 
well, who knew the vaine of his alliance^ ne- 
ffotiated with both parties, without committing 
himself to either. He fitted out in his ports a 
powerful armament, consisting of a hundred 
ships of various sizes, and calculated to take on 
board a largo body of troops ; and when he was 
asked by the envoys of foreign states what 
might be the object of snch extensive prepara- 
tions, he satisfied himself with giving an evasive 
ànswer, or by observing an obstinate silence. 

It appeared, in the end, that his real inten- 
tions -were to attack the Spanish settlements in 
America ; and with this view he sent out a large 
force under Penn and Venables, to reduce ccr- 
tain islands in the West Indies, and afterwards 
to make a descent on the adjoining continente 
The expedition failed in its main objects. Be- 
foro St Domingo, the English soldiers and sail- 
ors were destroyed by the climate, or by the 
fury of the natives, who concealed themselves 
in woods, where they could ìiot be pursued by 
European troops. Foiled in their attempt onllis- 
paniola, the commanders directed their course 
to Jamaica, which was surrendered to them 
without a blow, or, more properly, was taken 
by surprise ; but so little was the importance 
of that island at this time understood, that, so 
far from being esteemed a compensation for 
the losses sustained in other quarters, the Ge- 
neral and Admiral, on their return home, were, 
by the command of the Protector, thrown into 
the Tower, 



OLITEE CROHWELL. )9l 

Croniw^ll was more succesaful in aa enter-^ 
^rise, conducted by Blak©, agaìnst the trea- 
sure-ships of the Spani ards on their passage to 
]Burope. A quantity of silver, ostentatiously 
displayed, proved, in the eyesj of the unreflect^ 
ìng multitude, a sufficìent indeninifioation for 
the fiacrifices which were made on the shores of 
America ; and the people at largo were willing 
to forget, amid the triumphs of their fayourite 
admii'al in the Mediterranean and Atlantic, the 
disappointments àttending the more distant ex» 
jedition, under Penn and Venables. 

The Spanish govemment, who, with much 
reaeon, complained of the infraction of a posi- 
tive treaty, declared war against En^Iand, and 
seized ali the ships and goods belongmg to the 
subjects of that country wherever they were to 
be found. A valuable commerce was thereby 
destroyed to the merchants of both nations, and 
the capture of fifteen hundred vessels employed 
by the Cnfflish in carrying it on, made the im- 
policy of the Protector's measures severely felt 
in ali the trading towns along the coast.* 

It is not a little remarkable, tliat when he 
d^termìned to ko to war with his Gatholic Ma« 
jesty, CromweU did not at once conclude the 
treaty with France. But, on the contrary, as 
if he had coveted hostìlities with both countries 
at the same time, he continued to throw obsta- 



<' * Cromwdl, it is said, in going to war with Spaiki 
wH^nt any proTocatìon, srailed himaelf of the ominion 
^f t^e word America, in the treaty Bulwieting lietweep 
that nation and England; as if he could have gone to 

. war with the colonlee separately from the mcther cQontr^* 
q2 
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cles in the way of a final adjustment with Loiiis; 
attacked his sliìps in the Mediterranean ; and 
inflicted insults on his representative. The ne- 
gotiation, however, was on the point óf being 
completed, when intelligence arrived of distnrb- 
ances in Piedmont ; which, as they affected the 
Protestant interest, were thought worthy of the 
interposition of England and of her zealous go- 
vernor. 

The origìn of the misunderstanding between 
the Vaudois and the Duke of Savoy tneir soye- 
reign, is involved in some obscurity, from the 
ìnixture, as is usuai in such cases, of politicai 
and religious motives. Arms were assumed on 
both sides, and several cruelties were attributed 
to the troops employed by the prince to subdue 
these Protestant insurgents. The national feel- 
ing in England being at that epoch strongly ex- 
cited against Popery, the news had no sooner 
reached our shores that an interesting race of 
men, who professed the same faith, were sub- 
jected to a bloody persecution, than ali classes, 
militaiy and civil, importuned the Protector to 
intercede in their behalf, and, if necessary, to 
hazard a general war. Cromwell, in the first 
instance, applied to the French king to join with 
hìm in solìciting from the Duke a reasonable 
degree of toleration for the inhabitants of the 
Valleys, Louis accepted the invitation, and 
employed his good offices at Turin ; where the 
envoy of England soon afterwards arriyed to 
urge the suit of liis master, on the broader 
grounds of jnstice and of Christian forbearanee. 
After some explanation, the Duke lìstened to 
ihe remonstrances aQd entreatie? of the two 
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great powers; granted a pardon to the rebels, 
9S he was pleased to consider them ; and con- 
firmed the privileges which they had formerly 
enjoyed within the limits of their narro w but 
Tomantic territory. 

The treaty with France, which Cromwell 
obvionaly took more pleasure in discussing than 
in bringing to a conclusìon, was at length, in 
October 1656, signed by the ministers of the 
respectire governments. At the commencement 
of the correspondence betweeh Paris and Lon- 
don, some difficulty arose as to the forra of ad- 
dress to be used in those officiai Communications, 
into which the names of the two mlers were 
introduced. Louis acknowledged Cromwell as 
his cottsin ; but the latter, satisfìed with nothing 
less than regal honours, insisted upon the style 
formerly used in ali similar documents transmit- 
ted from the one court to the other. The pride 
of the Bourbon could not submit to receive the 
upstart General on the footing of an equal. A 
compromise was effected, which allowed cach to 
retain bis own position; but it has been re- 
marked that, in the body of the treaty, neither 
the King nor the Protector is once named. The 
articles are described as stipulations between 
the Commonwealth of England and the King- 
dom of France. In the preamble, indeed, the 
French monarch is mentioned as haying sent his 
ambassador to London ; and it is merely added, 
tjbat the most serene lord, the Protector, ap- 
pointcd commissioners to meet him ; but no pre- 
cedency. is either claimed or insinuated on either 
side. Previously to the signature, however, the 
French plenipotentiary discovered that the usuai 
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title of hi$ master was altered into a form whlph 
seemed to imply a diminution of authority, and 
OH that account) refiised to proceed. After some 
explanation, which may be supposed to hav^ 
liad a reference to the dignity of the English 
crown in rìght of Henry the Fifth, the objection 
waa removed, and the deed regularly ^igned.* 

It was provided by the contract now mention- 
ed» that Charles Stuart, hìs brother the Duke 
of York, the Earl of Ormond, Lord Chancellor 
Hyde, and fifteen other attendants of the exiled 
Prince, should be excluded from the kingdom 
of France ; and that a simìlar banishment shouid 
be exercised in England a^^ainst eertain indivi- 
duals, who had rendered themselves obnoxious 
to the French mìnistry. 

The return of September involved the coun- 
try once more in the ferment of a parliamentary 
electìon. Every measure which prudence could 
suggest or jealousy devise, was adopted by the 
Protector to prevent the choice of republicans 
and royalists. Vane, Ludlow, and Rich, were 
. put under restraint ; other friends of the Com- 
monwealth were disqualified by having criminal 
prosecutions raised against them ; ali Cathollcs 
and cavaliere were excluded from voting by one 
of the provisions of the instrument of povera- 
ment ; a large militai'v force was coUected to 
overawe the motions of the Presby terians ìix the 



• " Rex Gallorum" was substituted fot " Rex GalHa^ 
rum ;'* a ehange which would not have been minded, h^d 
it not be6n made by a foreign and rivai power. The for- 
mer Ì9 the title which the National Assembly afterwatds 
l4opted.^Thurlow, voL iv. 115. Lingard, xi. 269. 
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city ; and the whole infiuence of the adminìstra- 
tìon, whether in the army or. in the civil depart- 
ment, was exerted to procure a representatìon 
faFourable to the views of Cromwell. 

But notwithstanding ali these means, the spi- 
rit of the country was so completely alienated 
from the usurper, that he could not secure a 
majority of members fitted for his purpose. 
Profiting by his knowledge of the past, he im- 
mediately resolved to bave recourse to an ex- 

Eedìent for pnrging the House before it should 
e allowed to meet. He desired the returns 
from the several counties and boroughs to he 
laid before a councii of mìlitary officers, whom 
he empowered to examine into the religìous and 
politicai character of the gentlemen therein na« 
med : and having inspected the report of this 
commission, he sanctioned their list of proscrip- 
tion, contaìning nearly one hundred members, 
who were not to be admitted, on account of their 
suspicious principles. A cei*tifìcate was granted 
to those who were thought worthy to pass, ex- 
pressed in the terms which are given below.* 

On the 17th of September he met his select 
Parlìament in the Painted Chamber, where he 
pronounced to them a speech which must bave 
occupied a long time in the delivery, and suffi- 
cientiy tried the patience of the most compiai- 
sant hearer. Let the reader peruse the follow- 



* " September 17, 1656. Coiinty of - 



These are to certify, that A. B. is returned by indent- 
lire one of the knigbts to serve iji this Pai'liament for the 
said county, and is approved by his highness's councii. — 
Katb. Taylor, (dcrk of the Commonwealth in ChanctTy." 
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ing specimen, and judge what must have been 
the extent of penance inflicted upon those who 
were condemned to listen to such stufF for two 
hours. " When I carne iiithej-, I did think tbat 
a duty was iucumbent upon me a little to pity 
myself, because (tlii$ being a very extraordinary 
occasion) I thought I bad very many tbings to 
say to you : but truely now, seeing you in such 
a condition as you are, I think I must tum off 
in this, as I hope I shall in ever^ thing else^ 
and reflect upon, as certainly not bemg able long 
to bear that condition and heat that you are in. 
Rhetoricians, to whom I do not pretend ; nei- 
ther to them, nor to the things they use to speak» 
words; truly our business is to speak thuaga^ 
The dispensations of God that are upon us do 
require it, and that subject upon which we shall 
make our discourse, is somewhat of very great 
interest and concemment,both the glory of God, 
and with reference to bis interest in the world* 
I mean bis peculiar, bis most peculiar interest, 
and that wiU not leave any of us to exclude bis 
general interest, which is the concemment of 
the living people within these three nations with 
ali the dependencies thereupon. I told you fi 
should speak to things, things that concern these 
interests, the glory of God and bis peculiar in- 
terest in the world, which is more extensive, I 
say more extensive, than the people of ali these 
three nations with the appurtenances, or the 
countries and places belonging unto thcm." 

He concludes a most absurd and very uniu'- 
telligible address, by giving an exposition of the 
eighty-fifth psalm. " I have but this one thing 
to say more. I know it is troublesome ; but I 
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did read a psalm yesterday, which, truly, may 
not uiibecome me, both to teli you of, and you 
to observe. It is tbe eighty-fiftb psalm, that id 
Very instructive and signiécant : and tbough I 
do but a little touch upon it, I desire your per- 
iisal at pleasure. Truly I wish that this psalm, 
as it is written in the hook, might be Ibetter 
written in our hearts, that we may say as David, 
' Thou hast done this, and thou hast done that/ 
Therefore I beseech you, in the name of God, 
set your hearts to this, and if you give your 
hearts to it, then you will sing Luther's psalm. 
This is a rare psalm for a Christian, and if he 
set bis heart open and ean approvo it to God, 
we shall bear him say, God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. If 
Pope, and Spaniard, and Devi! and ali set them- 
selves against us, though they should compass 
U8 about like bees, as it is in the 118th psalm, 
yet in the name of the Lord we would destroy 
them/* Then he repeats two or three times, 
« The Lord of Hoste is with us, the God of 
Jacob is our refuge."* 

It was not to be expected that the secluded 
raembers should quietly submit to the injustice 
inflicted upon them, and thereby sanction one 
of the most furious violations that ever was made 
on the law and consti tution of the country. They 
were insultingly reminded by the Protector's 
council, that a clause in the instrumentof goyern- 
ment provided that the persona elected to serve 
in Parliament should be of known integrity,fear- 
ing God, and of goodconversation; and wete, at 

• Burton's Diary, voL i. p. 148—178. 
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the same time, informed, that the officers ap- 
pointed to examine the returns had, in pursu- 
auce of their duty and according to the trust 
reposed in them, refused to approve ali who did 
not appear possessed of the requisite qualifica-^ 
tions. It wds added, too, that in regard to those 
who were not approved, his highness had given 
orders to some persons to take care that they 
should not ehter into the House. 

As this explanation only conveyed an addi- 
tional insult, the excluded representatives pub- 
lished a remonstrance and prò test ; setting forth, 
that Cromwell had forcibly shut out of doors 
such members of the intended Parliament as he 
and his council supposed would not he frighten- 
ed or flattered to betray their country, and gìve 
up their religìon, lives, and estates to be at his 
will, and to serve his lawless ambition. They 
remarked, that they doubted not, " as the com- 
mon practice of tbe man had been, that the 
name of God and religion, and formai fasts and 
prayers, would be made use of to colour over 
the blackness of the fact." They farther obser- 
ved, that by force of arms he had invaded the 
fundamental laws and liberties of England, ànd 
that he had taken upon himself to be above the 
whole body of the people, as if he were their 
absolute lord, and had bought them for slaves. 

The nation was not a little agitated by this vio- 
lent infringement of their rights; but being divi- 
ded into a variety of parties, no pian proposed for 
the redress of grievances could obtain universa! 
consent. The Parliament, meanwhile, consisting 
entirely of members approved hy the councilj, ex- 
hibited a greater degr^e of complaisance to their 
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master tfaan his experìenee of that assemUy could 
haye afforded any reason to anticipate. Besides 
renewing the act which made it high treason to 
ìmagine the death of the Lord Protector, or to 
" proclaim, publish, or promote Charles Stuart/* 
they enacted that ali persons accused of sudi 
practices should be tried before high courts of 
justìce, consìsting of special commissioners ; who, 
or any seventeen of them, were empowered to 
hear and determine by examination of witnesses 
npon oathy and proceed to convìction and final 
sentence^ according to justice and the merits of 
the case. By this statuto, the life of every sus- 
pected royalist was placed in the hands of the 
Protector ; for as the judges appointed by him 
were likewise the jury, and placed above the 
^each of challenge, the accused party had a very 
small chance of escape. Whitelock, who was 
liomìnated one of the commissioners, showed 
bis opinion of this unconstitutional tribunal by 
refusmg on every occasion to take his seat. 

No better opportunity could ever present it- 
gelf for accomplishing his favourite object of 
obtaining the crown, than during the session of 
a legislative body who seemed willing to sacri- 
fice every privilege, in order to gratify his am- 
bition and soothe his fears. The first motion 
to that effect was made by Colonel Jephson, 
who frankly proposed to the House the expe- 
diency of raismg Cromwell to the throne. Others 
say tnat the merit of this suggestion was due 
to Mr Ashe, who, in a conversation about the 
safety of Oliver's person, remarked, " I would 
bave somethìng else added, which, in my opinion 
YTould tend very mnch to the preservation of 

yoL. II. R 
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hlmself and us, and to' the quietine of ali thè 
designs of oiir enemies ; that bis hìghness would 
be pleased to take upon him the government 
according to the ancient constitution, so that 
the hopes of our enemies and their plots would 
be at an end/** 

This suggestìon was made on the 19th Jann* 
ary, 1657, and seems to bave been very well 
rcceived by several of the members. One of 
(hem, indeed, remarked, that he did not kno^ 
what was meant by the " ancient constitution,** 
if it were not the interest of Charles Stuart, 
whom he hoped they did not intend to cali back 
again. He had no wish that Cromwell should 
be appointed the viceroy of the exiled king, or 
any such thing. But another, Mr Robinson, re- 
plìed, that it was not a matter of merriment : on the 
contrary, it was one which ought to be serious- 
ly weighed. " When," said he, " men pulì down 
their houses that are ruinous, they try awhile 
by setting up shrouds, but finding them drop 
in, they build their houses again. 1 cannot pro- 
pound a better expedient for the preservation 
Doth of bis highiiess and the people, than by 
establishing the govemment upon the old and 
tri ed foundation, as was moved to you by a grave 
and well experienced person."-|- 
' It is evident, however, from the spirit of the 
debate which ensued, that matters had not been 
fully concerted. One of the orators exclaimed, 
" Will you make the Protector the greatest 
hypocrtte in the world ?" But the conversation 



* Burton's Diarjr, voL i. 362, 
f Burton, voL i* p. 564>.- 
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Ittiswered one purpose favouraUe to the desima 
pf Cromwell : nis friends were thereby enabled 
to find out where their strenffth lay, and where 
ikey had oppositìon to dread. On the 23d of 
February, accordìngly, Sir Christopher Pack, 
one of the members of the city, presented a pa- 
per to the House, dedaring it was << somewnat 
come to bis hands, tending to the settlement of 
|;he nation» of liberty, andof property, md pray« 
ed ìt might be receìved and read«'' Conaìderable 
discussion took place as to the point, whether 
it fthould be read before the subject of it were 
farther opened up; hot, upon a division, the 
party of the Protector gained a triumph, carry« 
ing with them a majority of 144 to 54. The 
paperwasentitied, <*The Hiunble Address and 
Jtemoustrance of the Knights, Citizens, and 
Burgesses now assembled in the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth.'* It was, in short» the first 
.edition of the celebrated Petition and Advice ; 
«, document which Ludlow described as being a 
shoe fitted to the foot of a monarch, as it invest- 
ed him and the two Houses with the supreme 
l^slative authority. At the present stop, it is 
true, the tiUe of the " single person'' was not 
«pecified ; a blank being left which was after* 
wards to be filled up according to the judgment 
of the Commons. 

The import of Pack's paper being now fully 
revealed, the consideration of it was vehemently 
opposed by the Republicans, and chìefly by 
some of the military ofBcers whom Cromwell 
had not ventured to exclude. Ludlow telLs us 
that they fell so fìiriously on Sir Christopher 
for his great presumption m bringing a busmess 
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of that natnre into the House in srich ati mipar- 
.iamentary way, that they bore him down from 
the Speaker's chair to the bar. Notwithstand- 
ing this opposition, the measure was finally car- 
ned, and the blank fiUed up wìth the word 
King. On the 31st of March, the House, with 
the Speaker at their head, presented to hìs 
Highness the Humble Petition and Advice of 
the Parliament of England, Scotland, and Ire* 
land. A long speech was pronounced, setting 
forth the advantages of regal govemmeiit, and 
the confidence of the natìon in the new sove- 
reign. His reply was less prolix than usuai, 
haying, it is probable, resolved to imitate the 
kingly brevity. He acknowledges that he had 
lived the better part of his age in the fire, in 
the midst of troubles ; that he was very unwor- 
thy of the honour now about to he conferred 
upon him, but hìs comfort was, that ali the bur- 
dens which had lain heavy upon him were im- 
posed by the band of God. << And I bave not 
known, he adds, << and been many times at à 
loss, which way to stand under the weight of 
what hath lain upon me, but by looking at l^e 
conduct and pleasure of Crod in it, which hitljr- 
to I bave found to he a good pleasure towards 
me ; and should I gire any resolution in this 
fiuddenly, without seeking to bave an answer 
put into my heart, and so into my mouth, by 
Him who hath been my God and my guide bi- 
therto, it would givo you very little cause of 
comfort, in such a choice as you bare made in 
such a business as this is, because it would sa- 
vour more to he of the flesh, to proceed from 
liist, to arìse from ignorance of sdf." 
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The lawyers and civilians at large who fa- 
vonred this project were probably m eamest, 
and really wished to see the government settied 
OD ita old foundation. But the milìtary officerà 
were hostile to it in a high degree. Fleetwood, 
Desborough, and even Lauihert, had resolved 
,to oppose his elevation to the throne ; and no 
flattering or argoment on his part could shake 
tiieir determination. Ona day he invited him- 
self to dine whh Deshorough, who, the reader 
will recollect, was his brother-in-law, and took 
Pleetwood, his son-in-law with him ; and avail- 
^ing himself of the opportunity, he began " to 
droll with them about monarchy, and said it was 
but a feather in a man's cap ; and therefore 
Vondered that men would not pleaae children, 
and pennit them to enjoy theìr ratde." But in 
*reply they very gravefy assured him that there 
.was more in the matter than he perceived ; that 
ihose who put him upon it were no enemies to 
Charles Stuart ; and that^ if he acc^ted of it, he 
would infallibly draw min both on himself and 
friends. Cromwell called them a couple of pre- 
cise scrupulous fellows, and departed. 

On this occasion, as on ali others where his 
faelings were deeply engaged, the Protector had 
rec^ourse to jocularity and merriment. White- 
lock relates, that while the acceptance of the 
<»^wn was in suspense, he frequently consulted 
him, Lord Broghil, Thurlow, Pierrepont, and 
. gir Charles Wokdey, as to the measures whiiih 
he ought to pursue. << He would sometimes be 
very cheerful with us» and laying aside his 
greatness, would be exceeding familìar with us ; 
undp by way of divemon, would make verses 
B 8 
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witb ns ; and erery one miist tiy his fancy. He 
woald conimonly cali for tobacco, pipas and a 
candle, and now and then wonld take tobacco 
bimself. Then he wonld fall agsdn to bis se- 
rions and great business, and advise witb ns in 
those afi^drs ; and tbls he dìd often witb ns." 

The connsellors just named were ali on one 
side, and extremely faTonrable to bis preten- 
sions. Bates, the Protector's pbysician, wbo 
viewed passing events from a near point, con- 
firms tbis opinion, and says» tbat the commis- 
sioners of the great seal, the judges, and even 
some of the ofl&cers of the army, nrged, en- 
treated, and eamestly importnned bim to as- 
sume the royal title. But he adds, tbat, on the 
otber band, the Anabaptists, Sectaries, and De* 
mocrats wearied bim witb letters, conferences, 
and monitory petitions ; and tbat he dismiss- 
ed them ali, alike dnbious and ignorant of bis 
real intention. Nowbere, indeed, dìd the pro- 
posai to make Cromwell Idng meet witb more 
determined opposition than in the conyentides 
of the fanatica! sects by which London was at 
tbat time distracted. The fiftb monarchy-meu, 
in particular, wbo viewed even the Protéctl^rate 
as an impiety, considered kingsbip as a sacriie- 
gions assnmption of the authority belonging to 
the only king, the Lord Jesus Christ. Tbey 
bcld tbemselves as bis witnesses foretold in the 
hook of Revelation ; tbey bad now slept tbeir 
sleep of three years and a balf ; and tbey prò- 
nounced tbat the time was come wben it was 
their duty to rise and take rengeance. The 
lion of the tribe of Judab was tlie derice select- 
T tbeir military ensign ; and though thetr 
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uninber did not exceed eighty, they hoped to 
conquer, under the direction of Him who ena- 
bles the worm to tbrash the mountains. They 
£xed a day for their rising in the city ; but as 
their motions were carefiilly watched by the 
government, a few soldiers appeared at their 
place of muster, and took a number of them 
prisoners. The rest escaped with the loss of 
their arms and the other muniments of war ; 
thereby affording a proof that their commentary 
on the Apocalypse, like most of the more leam- 
ed labours of cooler heads on the same gubject, 
must bave proceeded on false principles. 

After a varìety of conferences with the com- 
mittee appointed by the House to remore bis 
scruples, Cromwell, about the beginning of May, 
made known to bis friends bis resolntion to ac- 
cept the regal title. Wellwood asserts that a 
crown was actually made and brought to White- 
ball. Desborough, wbose views of the matter 
remained unaltered, told the Protector, that if 
such a step were taken, he should consider the 
cause for which they had fought, and even their 
own families, as utterly ruined ; and that, though 
he and bis military associates would not take 
arms agaìnst him, tbey never would exert them- 
selves in bis behalf, or support bis goyemment. 
Oliver began once more to hesitate, and to ex- 
amine the ground on which he stood. He knew 
that he was smTounded by enemies, some of 
whom were actuated by the most fanatical an- 
tipathy to the office which he meant to assume, 
, and were, therefore, capable of the most despe- 
rate undertakings. Clarendon assures ns, that 
an officer of rank, in a conference on the suIh 
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Jecty told lum resolately and vehemently» that ìf 
oe ever took npon him the kingly title^ he would 
kill him with hìs own hand ; and hìs lordship 
adda, as aa unquestionable fact, that CromweU 
was informedi and belìeved, that there were a 
number of nren who had bound themselves by 
an oath to assassinate him within so many hours 
after he should bare accepted that title. 

At length, on the 7th of May, he sent a mes- 
sage to the House, requiring their attendance 
next morning in the Painted Chamber ; which 
being the place where he always gave bis assent 
to billsy bis acceptance of the title was looked 
jupon as certain. 

But a combination, of which he had received 
no notice, was already formed to defeat bis de- 
sign, when on the very ève of completion. The 
House had bardly met on the 8th pi May, when 
Colonel Mason appeared at the bar with a pe- 
tition, subscribed by himself and about thir|;y 
other offioers, settii^; forth, that having hazard- 
ed their Uvea against monarchy, and being stili 
ready to do so, and having observed in some 
men great endearours to bring the nation imder 
its old servitude, by pressing their GeneraXto 
take upon him the title and government of a 
king, in order to destroy him ; they therefore 
humbly desired the House to discountenance 
ali sucli persons and endeavours, and continue 
ftteadfast to the old cause, ior the preservation of 
which they, for their own parts, repeated their 
readiness to Jay down their lives. 

On hearing of this circumstance, CromweU 
sent for Fleetwood, and told him that he W09- 
d«red he would suiffer such a petition to prò- 
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teed so far, whìch he might bave hindered» 
fiince he knew it to he his resolution not to ac- 
cept the Crown without the consent of the army ; 
and therefore desired him to hasten to the 
House, and to put them off from doing any 
thìng farther therein. The Lieutenant- General 
immediately went thither, and desired that the 
debate on the petition might he put off tiU they 
had received the Protector's answer to what 
had been formerly offered to him. To this 
reasojiable request, the House immediately as* 
sented. Soon afterwards, in the course of the 
same moming, a message arrived from Crom- 
well, desiring the members to meet him, not in 
the Painted Chamber as originally appointed, but 
in the Banqueting-House; where, with much 
affected self-denial, and a great air of conscien- 
tious feeling, he refused the golden bauble on 
which he had so long set his heart. << I should 
not be an honest man," says he, with his wont- 
ed perspicuity, *< if I did not teli you that 
I cannot accept of the government, nor under- 
take the trouble and charge of it, which I bave 
a little more experimented than every body, 
what trouble and difficulties do befall men un- 
der such trusts, and in such undertakings — I 
say I am persuaded to return this answer to 
you, that I cannot undertake the government 
with the title of king ; and this is my answer 
to this great and weighty business." 

There cannot be the slightest doubt, how- 
lever, that Cromwell meant to accept both the 
regal title, and ali the dìgnity annexed to it. 
"Whitelock States explicitly, that the Protector 
was satisfied in his prìvate judgment that it wa» 
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expedient for him to assume the name and au- 
thority of king ; but, he adds, ** by solicitation 
of the commonwealth's men, and fearing a mu* 
tiny and defeotiou of a great body of the army 
in case he should take that title and office, hÌ9 
Hiind changed ; and many of the officerà of the 
àrmy gave out high threatenings agaìnst him if 
he should do it." The same view of the case 
is farther confirmed by a lettor, dated at White- 
hall, on the 27th of Aprii, and addressed by Sir 
Francis Russell to bis son-in-law, the Lord 
Jlenry Cromwell. " I do in this (letter) desire 
to take leave of your lordship, for my next is 
likely to he to the Duke of York. Your father 
begìns to come out of the clouds, and it appeara 
io US that he will take the kingly power upon 
him. That great noise whìch was maae about this 
business not long since, is almost over, and I 
cannot think there will he the least combustioa 
about ìt. This day I bave had some discourse 
with your father about this great business. He is 
yery cheerful, and histroubied thoughts seem to 
be over. I was told the other day by Colonel 
Pride, that I was for a king, because I ho^d 
that the next would be Henry's tum.*** 

The Petition and Advice, which gave in some 
degree a new form to the government, was 
finally conducted through the forms of the 
House, and in due tìme received the assent of 
the Protector. By this instrument the power 
pf nominating bis successor was vested in the 
chief magistrate ; an arrangement which, in or^^ 

* LwMdowne MSS. 823. No. 418, quoted i^ BurtonS 
Pivy by Mr Rutt. 
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dinary cases, might be considered as tantamount 
to a declaratìon that the office of the Protector 
was hereditary. He was by the game deed 
authorìsed to name a second or Upper House of 
Parliament, the members of which shoold en- 
Joy their seats durìng life, and be entitled to 
exercise some of the functions of the former 
House of Peers. But, in return, he was de* 
prived of the unconstitutional power of framing 
laws with the consent of bis council, during the 
intervals of Parliament ; and he was made to 
relìnquish the stili more objectionable privilege 
of excludìng members from the Lower House, 
who had been regularly elected and retomed» 
To conclude this transaction, which bad occu*- 
pied the attention of the public during thre^ 
months, it was resolved that Cromwell, who had 
now received bis power and office from the re- 
presentatives of the people, should be installed 
anew into the Protectorate, and recommended 
to the homage of the nation. This ceremony 
took place on the 20th of June in Westminster 
Hall, with every cìrcumstance of magnificence 
and parade ; but as it was a poor substitute for 
the pageantry which the chief actor in it had 
«xpected, there was evidently more show tfaan 
Joy in the noìsy display with which it was ac* 
eompanied.* 

* After describing the titles and di'esses of the officiai 
persona who attended, Heath, in his brief Chronide, pro- 
ceeds as foUows : — " Then the Speaker, in the name of 
the Parliament, presented to him a robe of purple velvet, 
» sword, and a sceptre; at the delivery of which the 
Speaker made a short comment upon them to the Proteo 
tor, which he divided into four parts. 
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Amoog: ^^^ first steps taken by Cromwell, af- 
ter ali hopes of royalty in hU owa person were 

" 1. The robe of purple — ^tbis is an emblem of magis. 
tracy ; when you bave put on this vestment, I may say yoii 
are a gown-man. This robe is of a inixed colour, to sbow 
the misture of justice and mercy. 

" 2, The Bibleis a book that coatainsthe Holy Scrip- 
tures, ia whicb you bave the bappiness to be well versed. 
Thb Book of Lite consists of two Testaments, the Old and 
the New ; the first shows Christìim vdatum; tbe aecond, 
Christum revelatum, Cbrist vailed and revailed; it is a 
book of books, and dotb contain botb precepts and ex- 
amples for good govemment. 

" 3. Here is a sceptre^[not uniike a stafiF; for you are to 
be a staff to tbe weak and poor; it is of andent nse in 
tbis kind. It is said in Scripture that the sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah. It was of tbe like use in other 
kingdoms; Homer tbe Greekpoet calls kings andprinces 
sceptre-bearers. 

" 4. Tbe last tbing is a sword, not a miHtary, but a 
civil sw<H^ ; it is rather a sword of defence tban of offence ; 
not to defend yourself only, but your people also. If I 
migbt presume to fix a motto upon this sword, as the 
valiant Lord Talbot bad upon bis, it 8bouldì)e thus, Ego 

sum domini Protectoris, ad protigendum populum meum I 

am tbe Protector's, to protect my people. 

" Tbis speech being ended, the Speaker took the Bifale 
and gave the Lwd Protector bis oath; afterwards Mr 
JManton m«le a prayer; which being ended, the hendds 
l ^^^^ ®^ trumpet, prodaimed bis Highness Pi-otector 
ot England, Scotland, and Irebind, and tbe dominions 
thereunto belonging, requiring aU persons to yield bini 
due obedience." 

CromweU upon tbis great occasion sent for some of the 
chief dty divines, as if he had made it a matter of con- 
Bcience to be determined by theu- advice. Amonij these 

t^^^'t of CromweU»s single goremment, and SS 
to prore itbothunlawfiUaodimpracticaWc. CromweU 
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dissipated, was the dismbsal of several officers 
of rank from their places in the army. He de- 
priyed Lambert of ali his commissions, but re- 
commended an annuity as a reward for his past 
serriceg. He endeavouredy at the same time» 
to strengthen his interests by filling ali confi- 
dential posts with tmsty friend», who were dis- 
posed to stand or to fall with his govemment 
and faniily. But no precaution could any longer 
secnre peace of mind, or even an exemption 
from the dread of personal violence and of an un- 
timely death. Hie most powerfìil of his ancient 
friends, the brave men by whose sides he had 
fought at Naaeby, Dunbar, and Worcester, were 
now alienated from him, or known only as big 
most determined enemies. Spies and prisons 
conìd afford him no security against the band 
of an assassin ; and he had reason to suspect 
that there were hundreds who would willingly 
bave sacrificed their Hves, for the bare hope 
of being able to visit with a suitable and con- 
dign pnnishment a deceiver, a tyrant, and a 
usurper. He had indeed formed a second house 
of Parliament, and induced a few of the ancient 
nobility to condescend so far as to accept a place 
among his lords ; but instead of fìnding strength 
in this expedient, he encountered ridicule and 

answered readily upon the first head of unlawful, and sp~ 
pealed to the saliety of the nation being the supreme law. 
** But," saye he, ** pray, Mr Cakmy, how impraetòcalile ?^ 
Calamy replied, ** Oh ! tis against the Toice of tiie oatioii ; 
there wiU be ulne in ten against you." " Very weU," 
aays CromweU, " but what if I should disarm the nlniv 
and put the sword in the tenth man's hand^ would no^ .^ 
that do the business T* y i>, ' 
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contempt. His new men were ashamed of their 
titlesy and refused to degrade themselves by re- 
isìgning the more honourable seat to which they 
had beeu called in tbe House of Commons by 
the voice of the people ; and his nobility sooa 
jdiscovered that their order, unsupported by the 
power and splendonr of a royal court, was a 
mere excrescence on a popular constitution ; and 
thaty as always happens« where it is only tolera- 
ted, it would, in the end, be laughed at and 
despised. It was, therefore, a gross mistake to 
retain in the schedule of the new govemment a 
House of Lords, in subordination to a plebeian 
JProtector. 

The fears of Cromwell as to the desìgns of 
liìs enemies against his life, were not altogether 
without foundation. The more violent class of 
republicans at home were at ali times ready to 
co-operate with the royalists abroad ; and whe- 
ther the latter received any direct countenance 
from Charles, or acted solely from motivos of 
personal dislike, there can be no doubt that plans 
were encouraged on both sides of the Channel 
for putting an end to the Commonwealtli W the 
death of the usurper. With the view or pre- 
venting any sudden attack on the palace, Oliver 
selected from different regìraents of cavalry a 
bundred and sixty brave fellows, in whom he 
could repose the utmost confidence, and to 
whom he gave the pay and appointments of 
officerà. He divided them into eight troops of 
twenty men each, and directed that two of these 
bodies, in rotation, should always be on duty 
near his person. He wore a coat-of-mail, or 
tteei shlrt,as it was called, under bis usuai cloth* 
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ing ; carried loaded pistols in Bis pockets ; chan- 
ged his bedroom two or tliree times a-week ; 
and when he rode ont, concealed even from his 
serrants the places to which he was going, and 
seldom returned the same road by which he had 
left home. 

One of themost formidable of theplots devised 
against him, was committed to the management 
of Colonel Sexby ; who, in his tum, employed 
an accomplice, whose name was Syndercombe, 
a man of a restless temper and violent principles. 
This last, by means of a life-g^uardsman, who 
pretended to accept a bribe, procured admittance 
to the chapelat Whitehall. Therehe deposited 
combustibles, and plaoed a match, so as to secare 
the conflagration of the palace about midnìght» 
when certain persons inside were ready to de- 
stroy the Protector, either by shntting him up 
amidst the flames, or by piercing him with a 
weapon. But the soldier reirealed the secret 
to his master, and the assassins were seized. 
Syndercombe was condemned to suiFer the pe- 
nalties of high treason ; but on the moming ap- 
pointed for his execution, he was fonnd dead in 
his bed ; having perished either by his own hands, 
or by an order frond govemment, to avoid the 
infamy of a public punishment. 

About this time a traet was published in Hol- 
land, entitled, " KìUing no Murder," which crea- 
ted a great sensation in England. The author 
addresses himself first to Cromwell, and then to 
the army, after which, in a strain of the bitter- 
est irony, he procecds to dìscuss the foUowing 
questiona, " Whether the Protector be a tyrant ; 
whethcr it be lawful to do justice on him by 
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killing hìm ; and whether, if it be lawixil» it will 
piove of benefit to the Commonwealth?*' Havìtig 
determined ali these points in the affirmative, 
the writer pronounces an eloquent enloginm on 
ali tyrant-slayers from Brutus to Syndercombe, 
and concludes with a piece of information which 
was meant at once to terrify Cromwell and to 
encourage his enemies. He asserts that the Pro- 
tector'g own muster-roll contains the names of 
those who aspiro to the honour of delìvering 
their country ; that his Highness is not secure 
at his table, or in his bed ; that death is at his 
heels wherever he moves ; and that thou^h his 
head reaches the douds, he shall perìsh like 
dongy and they that bave seen him shaQ ex- 
fslaim " Where is he ?" 

Some thousand copies of this spirited pro- 
duction were sent into England, of which a 
(Donsiderable number was tl^own into circula- 
tion. Sexby was soon apprehendedby the officers 
pf justice, and lodged m the Tower. His con- 
duct while in confinement was so extremely am- 
biguousi that doubts were entertained as to the 
soundness of his intellect ; which was the rea- 
son» perhapsy why he was never brought io 
trialj nor examined in open court. He dìed in 
prison after an interval of six months ; not with- 
out suspicioni as in the case of Syndercombe, 
that secret violence had been emploved, to ob- 
viate the scandal and hazard of a public execu- 
tion. Oandonr, ho werer, requires that we should 
jexonerate the memory of Cromwell from the 
charge of murder, as no eridence was ever 
^'""ght forward to estabHsh any connexion he- 
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tween the death of these criminals, and an ex* 
plicit order fpom the Protector. 

The historìans of that trouhled period have 
heen unanimous in combining wìth the attempt 
of Sexby, a projected ìnyasion of the royalists 
in Spanish ships, and a rìsing of Charles's friends 
and Cromwell's enemies throughout a consider- 
able part of England. The impatience of tho 
conspirators, and the slowness of the mini8ii*y 
of Madrid, defeated the pian, if any such were 
formed, for the renewal of the Civil War ; and 
postponed, at least till another year, the mise- 
rìes of an unsnccessfol insnrrectìon. 

The Commons had adjonmed several month&t 
to àllow time for the formation of the uew 
House of Peers. On the 20th of January 1658» 
both Chambers met at Westminster, when the 
Protector formally opened the business of thè 
sessìon. He made a speech in the Upper, or, as 
it was more commonly called, the odier House^ 
exhorting the lords and gentlemen to unity, and 
expressing his unbounded confidence in their 
zeal and patriotism. Bnt it was not the for- 
tune of Cromwell to receive any support or com- 
fort from Pariiaments. By one of the provi- 
sions of the Petition and Advice, which depri- 
ved him of the power of excluding any member 
who had been regularly retumed to the Lower 
House, the representatiyes formerly shut ont 
by the refusai of a certificate, were now permit: 
ted to resumé their seats, and to add greatly to 
the strength of the opposition. A similar efiect 
was produced by the elevation of several of the 
most active friends of govemment to the rank 
of lords ,* and hence, no sooner did ihp minis-* 
s2 
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ters proceed to nnfold their views of state 
affairs, and to demand supplieSi tban they found 
that the prevailing sentioient among the Com- 
jnons was deeide^y hostile to the policy of the 
Protecton 

The gohjects which chiefly engrossed the at- 
tention of the Common», were the name and 
powers of the oiher House. They asked who 
had made ita memhers lords, and who had the 
prìvilege of restorìng the authority of the ancient 
peerage. It was in vain for Cromwell's friend» 
to reply, that the Protector had called them 
lords, and that it was the ohject of the Petìtìon 
and Adrice to re-estahlish the second estate. 
No symptcMn of harmony appeared between the 
two branches of the legislature. WheBever the 
Lords sent a message to the Commons, the lat* 
ter refused to gire an answer natii they had 
determìned by what name they were to addresa 
the others ; and to what extent they were to ad- 
mit their right to interfere with the deliberatioos 
of a body to whom they, in fact, owed their ex-» 
istence. CromweU was grieved to the heai't by 
the obstinacy of the Republicans, and more 
espeoially by the cont^mpt with which tìf^j 
treated bis batch of Peers. He summoned th«Hn 
both to attend him at the Banqueting-Honse, 
where he again lectured them cm the necessity 
of nnanimity, and pointed out the dangers with 
which they were threatened from abroad. But 
ali his pious cares were expended in vain ; and 
he soon found himself compelled to bave re« 
course to an expedient of a more determined 
fsharaoter. Pressed for want of money to pay 
Us anny, ahumed by r^orts of foreìgn invu* 
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Sion» andbeing assoredthat a factioiiy composed 
of the hi^h republicans in the House and of 
the fanatical party among the officerà, was em- 
ployed in forwardìng a petition among the citi- 
zens of London, with the view of restoring the 
Commonwealth without a Protector or House 
of Peers, he resolved forthwith to dismiss the 
Parliament, and to take the reins of goyernment 
exclusively into his own hauds. One morning 
accordÌDgly, in the beginning of February, when 
he was irritated by continued opposition almost 
to a degree of madness, he leapt mto a hackney 
ooach which he saw standing near Whiteball, 
cailed six of his guards who were at band, and 
drove instantly to the doors of the House. 

He presented himself among the lords, who 
were not at ali prepared for his appearance in a 
manner so sudden and undignified ; and Fleet- 
wood, who had now joined him, endeavoured to 
dissuade him from a step which he would proba- 
bly repent, especially as he must thereby take 
his best friends by surprise. At these words 
he laid his band upon his breast, and swore by 
the living God that he would do it, and that 
they should not sit another hour. Sending to 
the House of Commons by the Usher of the 
Black Rod, he required the attendance of the 
members; many of whom declined to come. 
But the others, with the Speaker at theìr head, 
bbeyed the requisition; and when they were 
jBtssembled, he addressed them at some length. 
Among other thìngs, he saìd that they had 
placed him in the high situation in which he 
stood ; he sought it not ; therè was neit^er 
itnan nor woman treading on English ground 
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wlio codld say he did. God knew that he 
woiild rather ha ve lived under a woodside and 
tended a flock of sheep, than have undertaken 
the government. But having undertaken it at 
their request, he had a right to look to them for 
aid and support. Yet some among them, God 
was hls witness, in violation of their oaths, were 
attempting to estahlish a commonwealth-inte- 
rest in the army ; some had receired commis- 
sions to enlist men for Charles Staart ; and hoth 
had their emissaries at that moment seeking to 
raise a tumult, or rather a rehellion in the city. 
But he was bound before God to prevent such 
disasters ; " and therefore," said he, " I think it 
high time that an end he put to your sitting ; 
and I do dissolve this Parliament, and let God 
judge between me and you."* 

The position which Cromwell now occupied, 
was indeed far from being enviable. His ene- 
mies beyond seas were not less active than his 
politicai antagonists at home ; and wherever he 
tumed, he saw himself surrounded with danger 
and treachery. He filled LondoA with troops ; 
but his confidence, even in the army, began to 
he shaken. His own regiment was cdTipted 
by the infusion of vìolent principles, insomuch 
that he was obliged to cashier some of the prin- 
cipal officers. Colonel Hacker, his tried and 
resolute associate, was one of the number. ** I 
that had served him," says that brave soldier, 
" fourteen years, e ver sin ce he was captain of a 
troop of borse, till he carne to this power, and 

• Journais of Commons, Feli. 4, 1657-8. Some of tbe 
sncmben answered " Ameii, Amen !" • 
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had commanded a regìment seven yeapg> with- 
out any trial or appeal, wìth the breath of hit 
nostrìls, I wa« onted, and lost not only my place, 
but a dear friend to boot. Five captains, under 
my command, ali of integrity, courage, and va* 
loQr, were outed with me, because they could not 
say that that was a House of Lords/' But stili 
tbe flood of opposition rolled on and increased. 
Another plot was formed by the royalists id 
ìthe west, who expected King Charles in the 
^ring of the year, attended by a powerfiil fleet 
|ind army. The Earl of Ormond carne over to 
direct and animate their zeal; and sanguine 
hopes were for a moment entertained that the 
star of the Stuarts was once more to attain the 
ascendant, and to eclipse the fading light of the 
protectoral family. 

The detail of the events now alluded to be- 
longs to general history, rather than to the per- 
sonal narrative of Cromwell. Soffice it to say, 
that the intrìgues of the King's friends in Hol- 
)[and led only to the discomfiture of bis adhe- 
rents in Britain, and brought several of them 
to an untimely death. Finding some of the 
objects of bis snspicion and terror in bis hands, 
Ouver assembled a Hiffb Court of Justice, with 
instructions to bring the leaders to an imme- 
diate trial. Sir Henry Slingsby, a Roman Ca- 
tholic, and Dr Hewet, an Episcopal clergy- 
man, were condemned by that illegal tribunal 
to snfFer the doom awarded against treason. 
Great interest was made, but in vain, for both 
the criminals ; the Protector having determined 
to intimidate, by examples of severity^ a class 
pf meu whom no forb^aranc^ could gain^ and np 
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concesslons moUify. Hit favourite daughter, 
Elizabeth, is said to have importuned him to 
grant a pardon to Hewet, whose ministry she 
attended, and wlio is understood to have per- 
formed the ceremony of marriage when she was 
united to Mr Claypole. But he continued in- 
exorable, and allowed the sentence of the law 
to he execated on both the convicted royalists. 
The disturbed state of things at home did not 
altogether prevent the Protector from attending 
to the fortune of the war which employed the 
armìes of Franco and Spain. It had long beeA 
an object with England to obtain a seaport on 
the opposite coast, by means of which the go- 
vemment mìght maintain an easy communica- 
tion with the continent in tìme of peace, and 
have a convenient poìnt for debarkation in the 
event of hostilities. The same views infiuenced 
the mind of Cromwell ; who, in bis negotiations 
with Mazarin, the new minister of iVance, co- 
venanted for Dunkirk as the reward of his alli- 
ance, and the price at which he consented to 
sell the service of his veteran troops. It has 
been asserted that the French were not sincere 
in their professions to Lockhart, who command- 
ed the English contingent ; and that when Louis 
and the Cardinal entered the town, which had 
yielded to the arms of the confederates, they 
congratulated themselves upon obtaining so va- 
laabie a fortress on such easy terms. But Crom- 
weirs penetration had supplied an antidote for 
this disgraceful conduct. He had instructed 
Lockhart, should any hcsitation appear in his 
allies to fulfil their contract, to draw oflF hÌ8 
troops and thréaten to join the Spaniards ; who 
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wonld, he had no reason to doabt, willingly sa- 
crifice Dunkii'k to obtaìn even the neutrality of 
England. The General literally complied with 
the directions which he had received. He pulled 
out his watch, and told Mazai-in, ìf he did noi 
resign the town in question withìn one hour, 
he should Bee the Britìsh regiments on their 
march to the camp of the Spaniards. 

Louis, stili sensible of the importance of keep- 
ing on good terms with the Protector, and ap- 
prehensive perhaps lest the saspicion of recent 
insincerity might alienate him from the cause 
of the Great Nation, sent the Duke of Crequi on 
a mission of congratulation and compliment to 
the court of Whitehall. The cardinal, who had 
no less reason than his master to dread the in- 
dignation of Cromwell, en|;reated his acceptance 
Ola splendid gift, and the assurance of his con- 
tinued respect fpr his govemment. But Oliver 
felt passing in his mind matters of deeper im- 
port than even the policy of France and the 
homage of its rnlers. His finances were ex- 
hausted ; his army was unpaid ; and the means 
"by which he had tbrmerly replenished his trea- 
sury were, since the meeting of the last Parila. 
meut, pronounced unlawful. He attempted to 
raise a loan in the city ; bat when the merchants 
asked for a more substantial security than the 
credit of his nome and govemment, he had no- 
thing to ofFer. They suggested a mortgage on 
the estates of his friends, or a debenture on the 
landed property of the royalists ; and he listen- 
ed to their proposals so far as to name a com- 
mìssion to make enquiiy as to the extent to 
which such security could be procured. No ex- 
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pedienty however, could be discorered by tliese 
counselìors for meeting the wants of the state* 
The embarrassment was allowed to increase; 
the treasury continued empty ; and those who 
had hitherto placed the utmost reliance on thè 
vìgour and wisdom of the Protector^ began to 
perceìve that there was no longer any aid in the 
devices of man. He had consented to listen to 
the expediency of sammoning another Parlia* 
ment^ whom he hoped to find more obsequious 
than the last, when a great domestic calamity 
absorbed ali bis thoughts, and matured in him 
the seeds of a fatai disea^e which had already 
begun to waste bis vital powers. 

His fayourite daughter^ who had herself been 
touched by the band of sorrow, wa^ fast ap- 
proachiug to the grave. She had eyer possess- 
ed a deep hold on the affections of the Protector ; 
but now, when he saw ber daily sinking under 
the pressure of a mortai illness, he became mor^ 
and more interested in ber sufferings and anxi* 
ous for ber recovery. He spent much of bis time 
at Hampton- Court where she resided ; endear 
vouring to support ber mìnd with the consc4v 
tions of religion, and to reconcile ber to the pS- 
litical necessity of certaìn measures in his ad- 
ministration, which she had never ceased to con- 
demn. She lamented the death of Dr Hewet, for 
whom she had interceded with the most pas- 
sionate entreaty ; she exhorted him to restore 
the throne to its rightful owner ; and to with- 
draw himself from the sin and danger of su- 
preme power. It ìs added, that when ber mind 
was seized with delirium^ she stunned his ears 
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by utteriag cries of << blood," and announcing 
predictions of coming vengeance. 

Wlian the death of Elizabeth was communica- 
ted to hiniy he was already confined to bed under 
a oomplication of gout, fever, and ague. About 
the middle of Augnst, his complaints bacarne so 
serious as to alarm bis medicai attendants ; and 
pereeivuig, from their looks and whigperg, that 
they làpught him in danger, he desired to be 
pn^ped up with pillo ws until he should execute 
his private will. But whatever were bis owa 
fearg, he laboured to conceal them from others. 
When his wìfe carne into the room, he took ber 
by the band, and said, <<Do not think that I shfdl 
die ; I am suro of the contrary/' Observing that 
tbis remark excited some snrprise, he instantly 
added, << Say not that I bave lost my reason : I 
teli yoa the trutb. I know it from better au- 
thority than any which you can bave from Galen 
or Hippocrates. It is the answer of God bim- 
self to our prayers ; not to mine alone, but to 
those of others wbo bave a more intimate inte- 
rest in him than I bave. 60 on cheerfully, ba- 
nisbingaU sorrow fromyour looks, and deal with 
me as yoii would with a serving-man. Ye may 
bave skill in the nature of tbings, yet nature can 
do more than ali pbysicians put together ; and 
God is far more above nature.*' 

Thìs last observation probably alludes to a 
circnmstanoementioned by several of Cromwell's 
biographers, that, when bis illness assumed an 
fJanning aspect, his cbaplams and the other 
clergy in attendance distributed tbemselves into 
different apartments, and betook tbemselves to 
llieir devotioDS separately ; wishing, it was said, 

voi» n. T 
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to ascertaiii, by prÌTsfte appeak to Ae wffl of 
Heaven,aiid byeseminiiig the impressions made 
Qpon their own heuis, as the answer of prayer, 
whether it was the intention of God that tlie 
Protector shonld die, or be restored to health. 
After thi8 most modest and rational addre^s to 
the seisret pnrposes of the Almighty, the fime- 
lionaries met to compare their feelin«i : and, it 
ìs added, that with one voice thej decWed, ^ he 
shall recover." Thli, we may presame, is the 
*^ more intimate interest,** to which the dying 
man idlnded, and hj wUch he was most grìe* 
vously misled. 

Fleetwood in the same Épirit writes to Henry 
Cromwell, " His Hìghness hath made very great 
discoverìes of the Lord to Mm in his sickness, 
and hath had some assnrances of his being re- 
dtored and made ferther serviceable in this 
work." Goodwin, too, in one of the prayers 
which he offered up in his behalf, is reported to 
bave said, " Lord, we do net ask thee foT his 
life: of that we are assnred; thou hast too m«6y 
great things for this man to do for it to b<n^os- 
sible thou shonldest remove him yet : bVjr we 
pray for his speedy establishment and reéOi^ry.'* 
Cromwell himself, the night before his death, is 
said to bave uttered the foUowing petitions; 
<< Lord, I am a poor foolish creatnre ; this peo« 
pie would fain bave me live ; they think it will 
be best for them, and that it will redoand mnch 
to thy glory ; — ali the stir is about this. Others 
would ifain nave me die: Lord pardon them,'and 
pardon thy foolish people ; forgive their sins, 
and do not forsake them; but love and bless 
them; and give them r«st; and bring them to a 
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K&Bsisft0D€fy and give me rest» fot Jesus ChrÌ8t*ii 

Diufìng' hìà BÌck»e88» the Protector had rey'u 
9e4 some of bis theologkal opinioiis, in connex- 
i&ML perliaps vith the events o£ his busy life ; 
imd hiKÌ> it HI probahle, d^ived some comfort 
frora the Calvinisi tenet whieh asserts the per- 
seTerance of the sainti* la thia frame of mind, 
]ie i» veported to haye adced one of the ministerg 
nprho fregoeiitdd bis chamber» whether the doc« 
trine were infallibly tmé, that he who is onee 
itt a state of grace oaa Aerer fall back ìnto the 
fionditiov of the reprobate^? Upon being ao* 
m^ered in the affimatire, he ecsclaimed» <^ Thett 
I am «afe I for J am aure I once was in a state 
of gn^/' 

It would not be difficult to <hi11 in question thè 
truth of theae aaeedotes ; for stane of tliem come 
^ m through a channel which may be suspect* 
ed. Bat tke foUowiag prayer is te be found in 
sA theoollectionsof the ssyings aad doingsof the 
sÌ9g«Iar person by whom It ìs asserted to bare 
been pronowiced. ** Lord, thoogh 1 am a wretch« 
ed aad mitaraUbe ereatw*ey I sm in coveoant wìth 
fthee throDgh gmotr and I may» I wiB» come 
noto thee for uy peopla» Thou hast mede me 
a mea» inateuaient to do them seme good, and 
thee serrice ; and many gì them bave set too 
high a Tdbe npon me, thoagh others wish and 
woylà be glad of my deatfa. But, Lord, how-* 
erey thou oost dispose of me, cevlinue togo oil 
lo do good for them^ 6hre them coasìsteney 
at ^gm«Bt, one hear^ and mutoal lore; and 
go on to deiiver them and wHh the work of 
9efbrmatio% and make the name of .C9urist |^o« 
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rious in the world. Teacli those who look too 
much upon thy ìnstrumeDts, te depend more 
upon tbyself. Fardon such as desire to trample 
upon the dust of a poor worm, for they are àiy 
people too ; and pardon the foUy of this short 
prayer, for Jesus Chrìst his sake, and givo us a 
good night if it he thy pleasure.'' 

Thìs is the prayer of which Ludk>w remark- 
ed, that some of the last words of Oromwell 
were ^^ rather becoming a mediator than a sin- 
ner. • 

It was on the 3d of September, his anspicioiis 
day, that Cromwell was removed from the canro 
and doubtful glories of the high station to whieh 
he had climbed. A vìolent storm, which ex- 
tended ìts ravages over the greater part of 
Southern Europe, either preceded or inunedi- 
ately follo wed the deathof the Protector ; trees 
were torn up by the roots in St James's Parìe, 
and houses were unroofed in the city i an inci- 
dent which gave rise to much foolish supersti- 
tion and wicked drollery. His fÌEmatical admi- 
rers discovered in this war of the elements, an 
indication of the great importance attached by 
Divine Provldence to the character and services 
of the deceased ; while the royalists, on the 
other band, ascribed the atmospnerìcal ONiimo- 
tion to a feeling of rivalry among the eril spirìts 
who mie the power of the air, each striving for 
the honour of conducting the usnrper's soni to 
the place of punishment. It was about four in 
the aftemoon when he ceased to b'reathe. The 
lamentatìons of the surroonding relatives rea^h- 
ed the ears of Sterry, who immediately destred 
them to dry up their tears, assuring them they 
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Jbad more^reason to rejoioe thaa to weep» << He 
;Was yoiu: Protector here, he will prore a stili 
wore p<»weiful proteetor, aqw that he ìs with 
; Cirìst at jthe right hand of the Father."* 
. ^ The Qiagnì£ceiie« which he had affected in 
his laiter veajrdy accompaBiéd his remains to the 
tomb. £us funerai was conducted with more 
llaiasa rovai expense and graadeur. The diseaae 
,a^ whidi he died rendered speedy interment ne- 
.oes9ary ; but^ in the meaziwni]«9 a figure of waic 
was dresaed up ia royal robes, having a sceptre 
,ìgk onehand, and a globe in the other^ a crown 
OH the head, and surrounded with armeur, ban- 
netrs, aod standards, together with other ensigns 
of hojM^ur, The whole roem, which waa spa- 
cious, was adorned in a maìestical mamier ; aad 
several of his late Highness's gentleman attend* 
.ttd ahout the effigj bareheaded; in which man- 



* " TiIIotsen told me tliat a week after Cr^mweirs 
deatb., he being by accident at WhitehaU, and hearing there 
was to he a fast that day in the household, he, oat of cu- 
riosity, went into the Presence Chamher where it was 
held. On the one side of a table, Richard with the rest 
of Cromweirs family wereplaced, and six of the preachers 
' were on the other side ; Thomas Goodwin, Owen, Garrii, 
and Sterry. Then he heard a great deal of strange staff, 
eo0iigh to disgust a man for ever of that enthusiastic bold- 
nesa. God was, as it were, reproached with Cromwell's 
Services, and challeBged for taking him away so soon. 
Goodwin, who had pretended to assure them ih a prayar 
tìiat he was not to die, which was but a very few minates 
before he expired, had bow the impudence to say to God, 
' Thou haet deceived i», and ice were decàvedL' Suàry, pr»^ 
ìng for Riohasdy «aed these indecent words, ii0Kt to bla» 
|»heaiy, ' Aùtke kim the brif/htness qfhisfuther's gioty^ wnd 
tJte èjrpreas imageo/ìiispersonJ* "— Burkjet, yoLU jj. lil« 
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ner it contìnued until the 23d of Novetnbc*'. 
On the day uow named, thè fiioeral procession 
moved fì*om Somerset-House to Westminìstery 
whea the coffin was deposited in the septdchre 
of KìngSy in the chapel of Henry the Seventh.* 
The limits of my nndertaking do not extend 
beyond the death of the Protector, either as 
suhsequent erents respected the interestsi of bis 
family, or of the nation at lafge. The main db- 
ject of this sketch of so important a lifé, waa to 
supply facts on which the reader mìght fbrm bis 
judgment of that extraordinary man, whose ac- 
tions, at a most important perioda made so deeb 
an impression amoDg £aropean states, and 
whose character has ever since divided thè 
opinions of historians, polìttcians, and even of 

* " Saw the superb funei'al of the Pi'otector. He wm 
carried from Somei'set>House on a velvet bed of state^ 
drawn liy six horses, hamessed with the same : the pali 
was held «p by bis new lords ; Oliver lying in effegie 
5n royall robes, and crowned with a crown, sceptre, and 
globe, like a king. The pendants and gaidons were car- 
ried by the oificers of the army ; the imperiai bannersy 
achìevments, &c. by the hereaulds in theii* coates ; a rich 
cRjmrisoned borse, embroidered ali over with gold \ a 
knlght of honour armcd cap-a-pie; and after ali, his guai'ds» 
souldiers, and innumerable moumers. In this equipage 
thcy proceeded to Westminster ; bnt it was the joyfullest 
funei*al I ever saw, for there was none that crìed but dogs, 
which the souldiers hooted away with a barbarons noise, 
drinking and taking tobacco in the streets as they went.'* 
— Evelyn's Diary, Nov. 1658. 

The inscription on the coffin of Cromwell was as follo w« : 
** Oliverus Protector Reipublicae Angliae, Scotiae, et Hir 
berniae, Natns 259 Aprilis, Anno 1599*', Inauguratila 
16o Decembils 165% M^uu* 3*» Septembris 1658»^ W 
«ilus est.** 
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divines* To accomplish this purpose, I hare, 
with a d^ree of ìmpartialìty which may be 
thought to border upon an insipid ìndifference, 
relatod tlte prìncipal occurrences in which he 
bore a part, from the time that he emerged 
irom bis obscurity at Hnntipgdon, till he consa- 
med his life amklst the labours and anxieties of 
snpreme power. By foUowing this pian, I bare 
at least supplied the proper evidence on which 
ali reasonìng as to his cbaracter and motives 
oii^t to be founded ; and by which onr conclu- 
fióons as to the rank which is due to him as a 
soldier, a magistrato^ and a statesman, ought to 
be determined. 

The duty of abiographer, perhaps, woQld not 
be thofight comjpleted, did I not gire my own 
opinion relative to the more prominent points 
of Cromweirs history, and on the leading qua- 
lities of his mind in the several aspects in which 
it presented itself to public inspection. If snch 
a task be at ali incumbent upon a compiler of 
fiicts, this is certainly the proper stage for per- 
forming it ; for which reason I shall derote 
the last chapter of this volume to a review of 
the Protector^s character in the various rela- 
tions under which the events of his life bave 
passed before us — in the domestic drele, the 
field of battle, the cabinet, and in the offices of 
ragion.* 

* See Note G, at the end of this volume, for a letter 
written by General Monk in Scotland, announciog tli« 
4eath of the IVotector. 
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CHAPTEB V, 



CùìU€^niiig a lUview o^ CromwelTs Aclions and 
Chaaraist^r va therdations ^Private as well as 
(fPuilic Life. 

I. No MAN was ever composed of more jarriqg 
dements than Oliver CromwelL Hi» chara«ter 
ìi««. made up of contrarìeties ; and heiice tli« 
fiicty that abundaat material bave been supplied 
to those who have wished to represent him as 
the worst ef human beings, as well to that equal* 
\j ineensiderate clas» of biographers who bave 
keld him up as the model of a sincere ChristÌMi 
and a good ruler, His naturai temper appears 
to bave been suUen and enthusiastic ; suscepti* 
ble of deep impressions, and rehictant to yieU 
any sentiment or opinion which had once taken 
hold of his coBYiction. tmpatient of the lot in 
which Providenee had placed him, he became 
xecklesa aad diacontented in the earlier part of 
his life; and afterwards, when the corrent of 
public events seemed to bring ffreat objects 
within the reaeh of the active and tue daring, he 
awumed the prineiples of a reformer in chavch 
and state ; found fault with every thing aroniad 
him, and stimulated others who had more in- 
flnence than himselfi to seize so faroorable an 
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opportanitv for extending the power of the ^eo- 
ple, as well as for obtainìng individuai distinc* 
tion. HÌ8 own confession, when he first enter- 
ed Parliament» that ** he knew what he wonld 
not have, bat did not know what he wonld 
liave/' describes the restless undefined ambi- 
tion which at that time agitated bis soni, and 
which made him equally^ ready to enconnter the 
priyations of a remote colony, where he shonld 
meet with no snperior, or to fight hls way to 
eminence at home» where he hoped soon to see 
the highest consent to become bis eqnals. 

The enthnsiasm of bis spirit necessarily led 
him into the transports, ecstasies, and revela- 
tions which were common in bis time. Indeed, 
he retained throughont bis whole life symptoms 
of that elation and excitement which were re- 
marked in the first stage of bis personal refor- 
mation ; and which at a later period were im- 
pnted, according to the difierent principles of 
the obserrers, to an overstrained imagination, 
to the inspiration of the Deity, or to infornai 
possestion. Before bis memorable victories of 
Dnnbar and Worcester, bis eyes were observed 
to sparkle, bis frame became agitated, and he 
bnrst out into strange and violent fits of laugh- 
ter. At no time, in fact, was he bimself alto- 

Sher free from the nenrons excitability, or 
atical frenzy, which he knew so well how to 
excite and to direct in others.* 
- The character which attached to bis early 
days, bas been already analysed with snfficient 
mìnnteness. That he ¥ra8 a iree liver cannot 



* WarwicVs Memolrs, p. 276. Note in Edinburgh 
Edition. 
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be concèaled : but» exoept tbe attempi wki«b hd 
piade to seìze his nnde's property, under the 
pretext tkat the worthy kn^ht wa« ao longer 
able to manage bla affaìrg, we fisd stotbinf iu 
tbe traditionary netices wbicb haye am» dowi» 
to U8» wbkhcoiJd be candidly empleyed to prove 
tbe want of ordinary moral principle, or of do^ 
lOQstic kindness. He ù said, indeed» to bav» 
beea vindìctiTe» and disposed to eberiib lor y ears 
the rememWaaee of a bad turn at tbe band o£ 
a politicai or tbeok^al adversary* Of tbia 
malign propennty bis historians bave given aet 
veral examples { and particularly in tbe ease of 
(sertain dergymen» wbo opposed bit views in 
isgard tq a lecturesbip, and wbo were after* 
ward« made to feel tbe weight of bit reseatmenl 
in tbe deprivaticm of tbeir benefices* 
. TbatCromwellwascapablec^tbeiiiottatroeieBa 
pruelties, is proved by bis condii€t at Drogheda 
and Wexford;^ where be put tbousande to deaitb 
in celd blood ; and yet, with tjhe ineoBsiatean^ 
wbicb marked bis cbaracter, be was knowli to 
weep at individuai sufferìng» and to be melted 
by tbe sigbt of private distress. Tbe sanie pby» 
sieal temperament» too» wbicb tbrew a settled 
gloom on hisgeneral babits^earrìed bimooeaaioii* 
aUy to great bursts ef mirtb, and evei» to acts of 
buifoonery, Nay, wbat was more refliaFlyM% 
aa^.whicn eertainly indieated a very partieidaf 
constitation of mindi bis featsof merriment mmal* 
ly arose from tbe intensity of serious feeling. 
JLike a musical striag anduly stretchedy bis 
l^irits reboanded from tbe higbett pwit ctf emo* 
tion and sadness, down to tbe lowest species of 
jesting and coarse fiuniliarity. His conduct to- 



irarde Lndbir, wiiitellie coiiiiey of offl«ei« were 
dfiiibenting on t&e mosl Awfbl sabjeot that eouìd 
oecnpy the attention <»f a human tHbunal, ilioi* 
ttnUm the principle naw stated ; aiidit if mani«' 
fygt that wfaen he threw the coshion at the colo* 
nere head, hk mind had jast tatiated ittelf witk 
ati aaticipaitioii of die horroni and A^i^dftil ceii« 
ting^endef wfaksh woold attend th^ reedution 
of pnt^ff the King to death. When, again, he 
threw Iak fai Mwi«n't fece, €rom Uie pen with 
which he had signed the -vrarrant fbr Oharled'e 
execntioB, he yielded to that morbid qwdity of 
hi8 nature whioh hnrried hhn front one estreme 
to an'other ; from a racked intensità of painfìil 
thoaght, to the playfalness of a ehild or of an 
idiot. It was the efPeet of that hysterical irrita- 
tion whìch leads indifferently to a fit of langh^ 
ter or to a paroxysm of sobbing. 

There is an odd instance of this mixtnre of 
the eerioue and the Indicroas recorded by Dr 
Hntton, and preserved in the Harleian MisceU 
lany. ^ At the marrìage of the Lady Francea 
Cromwell* to Mr Rich, the grandson and heir of 

* This lady, accordingto the gossip of the day, wasmeant 
far Charles 1 1. The Earl of Orrery — ^formerly Lord Brog^ 
]|II*-«tol4 Bishop Bnmet that, one day during thoM heaCa 
afamt kingahlp, he oame to CromweU, and told him that he 
had been in the city ali the moming, upon which the Pro- 
tector asked what news he had heard there« The other an. 
swered, he was told that he was in treaty with the King, 
who was to he restored, and to marry his daughter. 
Cromwell expressing no indignation at this, Loid Orrery 
said, in the state into which things were brought, he saw 
not a better ejcpedient ; they might bring him in on what 
terms they pleased ; and Cromwell might retain the same 
authority he then had, with lesa trouble. Cromwell an- 
«w«red, th« KìDg can ]MY«r forgiye hi* iathw'i hlood. 
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ike Bari of Warn^ck, the Protéctor, irkose mind 
at that moment was far from being at ea«e, 
amnsed hìmself by throwing about the sack- 
posset among the ladies to spoil their clothes, 
wfaich they took as a favour, as also wet sweet- 
menta ; and danbed ali the stools where they 
were to sit with wet sweetments ; and pat off 
Bich's wig and would haye.thrown ìt ihto thè 
fire bttt did not, yet he sat npon it. An old 
fprmal courtier, Sir Thomas Biliingsley, that 
was gentleman nsher to the Apeen of BohenùLla, 
was entertained amongst th^o, and he daneed 
before them with bis clOak and sword, and one 
of the fonr of the Protector's buffoons made his 
lip black like a beard, whereat the knight drew 
his knife, missing very little of killing the feU 
low." 

Every one has heard of his rade fanning with 
tibe aoldiers ; enconraging them to throw bum- 
ing coals into one another*s boots, and to steal 
away a dinner prepared for the offioers, at the 
very moment the.latter were to sit down to^tat 
it. He took great pleasnre, in short, in what is 
called a practical jest, which in his mind occnpied 
the place of wit, and of that refined humour 
which is so nearly allied to It. His rough jo- 
cularity at his daughter's marriage will remuid 
the reader of the stili coarser display of whim 

Orrery said, that he was one of many that were con- 
cerned in that, hut he would be alone in the merit of re- 
storing him. Cromwell replied, he is so damnably de- 
baucbed, he would undo us ali ; and so turned to another 
discourse without any emotion, which made Orrery con- 
clude he had often thought of that expedient." — Buunet, 
voi. i. p. H9. 
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at the boiMe of hu nude Sir Olirer : tke mùn 
difference is, that the pleasantry <^the Protector 
in spoillng^ the ladies' clothe^i was taken as a 
fayour ; whereas the nasty schoclboy was more 
suitably rewarded with a ducking, oa a cold 
night at Christmas, in the horse-pond, 
.. In the obseryance of the domestic duties, as 
a &ther and husband, Cromwell seems entitled 
io ali the praise which has been bestowed upon 
him by his euWists. The tongue of calumny» 
indeed» has not be^ at ali times silent in regard 
to his intercoursewith ceii»in ladies of his court. 
His intrìgues with the wife of General Lambert, 
for instance, gave rise to the remark, that ** 01i<> 
yer, although a great saint, was but a frail ves- 
seL*'* But notwithstanding ali the insinuations 
of his enemies, the judgment of his own age was 
decidedly in his favour as to the observance of 
morality and temperance ; and even the most 

• u ifiiig intlmacy of Lambert*ii was of long standing, 
erer ainee Preston fight, ftnd was cemented the faster by 
ibat oowplacency OlWer took in his wife ; a woman of 
good Urth and good parta, and of pleasing attractiona, both 
for mind and body. The voice of the people was, thkt sbe 
was more familiar with him than the honour of ber sex 
would allow, and that she had some extraordinary kind- 
acsseo for him which she had not for her hnsband, and 
that heing tlie medium of inteUigence betwcen them, she 
did oommiinicate ali her husband*8 designa and conceal 
tome of the others, though she needed not to bave been so 
squeamish or reserved for one whose depths were never 
fathomed, or discovered to any mortai, Ireton excepted." 
— -Heatr, 128. 

This supposed intimary is caricatnred with great hu- 
mour, but little delicacy, in one of the volnmes of the Har- 
leian Misoellany. 

VOL. II. U 
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màlignftiit'of those writers jfho pérseeuted ìiti 
memorj after the Restoration, w«re compelled 
lo Bèknowledge that the piety of the peopie tras 
iierer, dnring his gOTernment, ontrt^d bjr sach 
Bcenes of dÌMÌpation and Toluptuonsness as dis« 
graced the paiace of Charles àie Second. Ther 
amhition vhich cormpted Us soni in ali other re- 
speets, left its feeling* ptire and ardent towardr 
the varions members of hifl fìanilv^ Of Richard^ 
it Ì8 trae, he does not appeair to ìmvb entertain- 
ed a very high opinion. He thonght him ìdle, 
spìritless, and sometimes expensive ; bnt he ne- 
yertheless treated him, and more especiàlly his 
trife, with nninterrapted kindness, and brought 
him forward into public business in the only de* 
partment for which he thonght him qualified' 
either by talenta or inclination. It is, accord*' 
ingly, very gratifying to read the letters which' 
Cromwell wrote to his kinsfolks from the field 
of battle, or from the more distracting scenes of 
politicai contention* In many instanoes, they 
save his character from utter condemnatìon ; for 
after we haye been heartily disgnsted with hi0 
dissimnlation, hypoorìsy, and hloodshed, and are 
ready, like Baxter and. some other politicai di- 
vines, to denounce him as a <^ perjured villain,*^ 
we tum to his private letters, and become satis- 
fied that he was not entirely forsaken by ever]p 
good principio. 

For a serions man, it must he admitted that 
he made a yery odd choice of domestic chaplains. 
Hugh Peters was avowedly mad, and Jeremy 
White was a loqnacioas fooL Sterry, if the one 
half of the nonsense asoribed to him by the •&•< 
nalists of his day were foonded on fic^ must 
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kave CcMiibined in his awn tbe reop^ctire oha« 
iraotors of bis two eeUeagues* Jcmn Goodwill 
wttB eraey about tk« Millennium $ and Tbomas» 
hÌ8 namesake, held notions equallv absurd on the 
Fire Points. Perhap» Oliver wished to be higb- 
priesl in bi« own fasdly ; and» in ibis case» we 
loay discover an intelligible reason wky no man 
of senso was fbuiMl lo remain long under the 
iProtector's roo^ in quality of cbaplain. 
. There are some an£cdotes recorded cmiceni* 
ing Jexrj White,. wkich prove that he massb bave 
officiated noore freqnenUj as the eourt bnfPòon 
than as a spiritual connsellor. The insianation 
tbat Lord Faleoabridge» who had marrìed the 
Jjady Mary Cromwelly wouldnever make Oliver 
a gfrandfather, led to a coriouif scene betweeu 
that nobleman and the cbaplain ; for the partiou* 
lars of whicb the reader must be referred to the 
cbronìcles of the Protectoral goverament. Jerry 
himself, wìiose ambition.was net altogether con- 
fiaed te professional objects, aspired to the ho* 
aonr of being the Protector's sc^-ittrlawy and even 
veotured to profane the sanctity of ^e palaee 
by certain overtures of gaUantry» The Lady 
Frances» the yonagest md most beautiful of 
Cromwell's daughteis, had been set apart by the 
gossip of Europe for the qneen of Charles the 
3ecoBd9 and was thoa destkied, it was ^aid, to 
serve as the bond of uiùon between the deeay- 
ing Conunonwealth aiid the renewed rovalty of 
England. This, it b^us^been seen, was tue bur- 
den of one of hùvi Broghirs stories» addressed 
to the ear òi the Lord Genserid* 

Bttt whatev-er degree of truth there. may 
)uMf!ebee&ia thi» rn^touii^ ds w«f(ed «»osa the 
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Channei from Hollaad, it ìs asserted that Mr 
White became a snitor to the fair lady, and was 
extremely well received. " As Jerry," gays the 
hìstorìan, << had those requisites which generally 
please the fair sex, he won the affections of the 
daughter of Gromwell ; but as nothin? of this 
sort could happen without the knowledge of 
the watchfiil father, who had hìs spies in every 

Elace and abont every person, ìt soon reached 
is ears. There were as weighty reasons for 
rejecting Jerry as there had been for dismissing 
hìs Majesty ; Oliver therefore ordered the in- 
former to observe and watch them narrowly, 
and promised, that upon snbstantial proof of the 
tmth of what he had declared, he should be as 
amply rewarded as Jerry should be severely 
pnnished/' 

It was not long before the informer acquàint- 
ed hìs Highness that the chaplain was at that 
moment with the lady ; and npon hastening to 
bis daughter*s apartment, he discovered the in- 
fortunate Jerry upon bis knees, kissing ber 
ladysbip's band. The Protector hastily ex- 
elaimed, *^ What is the meaning of this posture 
before my daughter Frances ?" The chaplain, 
with great presence of mind, replied, " May it 
please your Highness, I bave a long time court* 
ed that young gentlewoman there, my lady's 
woman, and cannot prevail; I was therefore 
humbly praying ber ladysbip to intercede for 
me." Oliver, tuming to the waiting woman, 
said, << What is the meaning of this ? He is my 
friend, and I expect you should treat him as 
such." Shoy desiring nothingmore, replied with 
a low conrtesy, <« If Mr White iatends me that 
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konDur, I ahoiild iiot. oppose him»" Upoti thi» 
Oliver said, " Well^ cali Goodwiu ; this busineit 
AbIÌ be done presently^ before I g» oat of the 
1*00111.'* Jerry could not retreat. Goodwiu carne» 
and they were iofttantly married ; the bride at 
Ihe game tim« reeeiving L.500 fìrom the Pro^ 
tector. 

. Mr White Uv^d wilk this iriSe» bestowed up» 
011 hiiu by the hero of Worcester, moire thait 
fifty years. Oldmixon says he knew them both 
well, and heard the story told when they 
irere present. Jerry seemed not to relish the 
joke even after the lapse of half a century ; but 
Mrs White acknowledged there was << some^ 
thing in it."* 

It has been regarded as a remarkable <|[uality 
ki the character of Cromwell* that bis imiia> aod 
eveoL Ili» Bianoers, kept piMs^ in a great degree^ 
irith the graduai elevation of bis fortune. Thia 
circumstance is noticed both by Sir Philip War- 
wick and by Mrs Hutchinson» iieìther of whona 
was attached either to bis person or to bis ia* 
terests. The fonner, after describipg the meaa 
dregs and embarrassed air of the member for 
Cambridge» at the first meeting of the Long 
Parlìament, relates that he saw him at White- 
kall in the full possession of r^al power, when 
he appeared of a << naajestiedeportment and come* 
ly presence." — " His wife and childr en," says tha 
other," were setting up for principality, which 
tnited no better with any of them than scarlet 
on the ape ; ooly, to speak the trath of himself, 
l^hadmuch naturai greatiK^8»aad weU bocaiaa 

« ^Ue « MeMoin» mULf. \&U 

\j2 
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the place which he Itad umirped. His dai^hter 
Fleetwood wos humbled and not exalted with 
these things, bat the rest were insolent fooU* 
Claypole, who married his daughter, and his 
8QI1 Henry, were two debauched angodly cava- 
liers. Richard waa a peasant in his nature» yet 
gentle and virtaous, bat become not greatness* 
His court was full of sin and vanity, and the 
more abominable because they had not yet 
quite cast away the name of 6od, but profaned 
it by taking it in vain upon them. Trae reli- 
gion was now almost lost even among the reli- 
gious party, and hypocrisy became an epidemi* 
cai disease, to the sad grief of ali trae-hearted 
Englishmen and Christians/** 

Besides the view which Mrs Hutchinson bere 
presents of the Cromwellian family, she supplies 
to the reflecting reader an important suggestion 
relative to the decay of religious feeting, and 
which in some small measure excalpates the ex- 
ampie of the Second Charles and his court from 
the whole blame of introducing impiety and li* 
centiousness. The picture which she draws of 
a declini ng age applies to the period which im- 
mediate! y preceded the Restoration, when 'Hrue 
religion was already almost lost, and hypocrisy 
had become an epidemical disease/' Ine next 
stage, it is manirest, was necessarily that which 
actnally followed upon the revival of monarchy ; 
and so deep was the detestation entertained for 
the insincere and selfish conduot of the Saints 
as a body, that carelessness of extemal piety, 
and even a certain degree of infidel indifferencei 

'' HttldiiMoat Mfmoln, yoL U. p. 80a 
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wouid bave ensned, wfaaterer might bare been 
the personal character of tbe Sovereìgn. In 
fàct, the tide had tiirned before Cromwell died. 
£ven the soldiers had begun io langh at hÌ8 
fluspected sanctity ; and hardly any one was «o 
blind as not to see that bis enthusiasm had lonff 
been subservient to his hypocrisy, and that bota 
were now made to mìnìster to bis power as a 
tyrant and nsurper. 

II. But, leaving bis private character and do- 
mestic circle, we shall now proceed to examine 
into the ground of bis reputation as a soldier* 
On tbis head it ought to he premised, that the 
art of war, properly so called, demands a cer- 
tain extent of ineans and object for tbe display 
of its resonrces ; it being peifectly obyious, that 
hostilities may be conducted on a small scale 
without any reference to general principles 
either of tactics or of stratègy. Were two 
regiments, for example, to meet on a piece of 
level ground, prepared to decide the fate of a 
nation by an appeal to arms, the result, it is 
jnanifest, would depend less on the skill of the 
officers than on the bodily strengtb, the weapons, 
and the conrage of the men. The same remark 
wiU apply to any force under ten thousand, where 
the attack is made without any advantage of 
ground or of morement. But in ali cases where 
armies are large, and occupy a corresponding 
extent of country, the success of a campaign de- 
pends chiefly on the arrangements of the Gene- 
ral, on bis able combinations, and on his full com- 
maiid of ali the means, pbysical and moral, which 
are placed within bis reach. In such circumstan- 
(;es only, theart of war wouldbare afieldip which 
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ftoexesqiilifyìtspowersandexpedients. Butdu*^ 
rìag the conlest betwe«n the King and the ParH« 
ament, as weU as in the second strnggle between 
the royaliflts and the repnblioans, the armies ac- 
toally engaged were n^ially small ; and hence 
they never had reeonrse to any other means for 
gecuring vietory besidei steady fìring and a fu- 
rìous chnrge. On the eontrary, the rivai forces 
met one another like individuala about to en- 
gagé ia personal combat. At Edge Hill, for in- 
atanee, the royid army descended into the valley 
to acoommodate their adrersaries with conve- 
nient ground. At Naseby a similar piece of 
oomplaigance was practised. Charles was ìn- 
dttced to relinqnish a most favourable position, 
and to march bis troops two miles across a 
plain, in order to meet Fairfax, who did not 
eome up quite so soon as had been expected. 

The mode of attack, too, corresponded in its 
simplicity to this inarti£cial style of tactics. 
£ach army rnshed upon the other with the nt- 
most impetuosity ; and it usually happened that 
the right wing of the one drove back the left 
wing of its antagonista and produced for the 
moment a mutniu vietory and a mutuai defeat. 
At Marston Moor, the two lines penetrated 
each other so completely, that when they re* 
covered from the confusion of the shock, the 
foyalists found themselves drawn up on the 
ground where the Parliamentarìans had stood 
before the chwge. Such onsets resembled the 
motions of a dance, where the parties change 
vdes and fae^ about, prepared to repeat a simi- 
lar evolution. The same errors were committed 
in eyery general action that was fonght durbg 
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the war ; and the King lost the three battles of 
Edgehil], York, and Naseby, by allowing his 
headstrong nephew, Prince Rupert, to perse- 
vere in his mode of suspending the success of a 
battle npon one dash of his spirited cavalry. 

In snch circumstances, where common pru- 
dence was despised, it is absurd to speak of the 
art of war. Cromwell indeed saw the errorg 
of the opposite party, and tumed them to his 
own advantage ; but in this, so far from dioplay- 
ing any extraordinary knowledge of tactics, he 
merely showed that he was not destitute of the 
vulgar sagacity of a trooper. Rupert ought 
never to bave risen to a hìgher command than 
that of a regiment of borse ; for he possessed no 
acquaintance with the principles of his profes- 
sion, and he was too prond, or too obstinate, to 
profit by experience. The merit, therefore, of 
the new men who triumphed over experienced 
soldiers, must be measured with due attention to 
the circumstances in which they were brought 
into the field. The science acquired in Ger- 
many was of little use in commaiiding small and 
comparatively undisciplined armies ; and there- 
fore, from the jssueof the contest in which Oliver 
rose to fame, we are not to conclude that the 
art of war does not receive improvement from 
reflection and stndy. 

Were we, then, to form a judgment of Crom- 
welFsqualitiesas asoldierfrom his actual conduct 
in war, we should say that he was a brave man 
rather than a great General. He was usuaUy 
found charging at the head of bis cavalry, both 
when he led a single troop, and also wnen he 
had rben to the raak of commander-in-chieft 
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In point of diieipUne and spirit, he had bronght 
bis horsenaen to a degree of excellence whioli 
could not be surpassed; and the confìdence 
which they fdt in their captain, and in one 
another, rendered an onset of the Ironsides in 
moBt oases synonymous with victory. From the 
first akirmigh, indeed, in which he was enga* 
ged, down to bis << crowning" success at Wor« 
oester, he iqppears to bave trusted more to 
strength of band, tban to skilfìil movements or 
deep-laid staratagems. In proof of this remarle 
we may observe, that wherever he was opposed 
to experienced cemmanders, bis inferiority in 
the art of moving large bodies of men, to se« 
enre an advantage without fìghting, was stri* 
kingly manifested* For example, when he in-* 
vaded Scotland, in the year 1650, he was com« 
pletely checked by David Lesley, who, at the 
head of an anny in no respect equal to the ve* 
terans with wbom he had to contend, success-* 
Ailly defended the metropolis against the hero 
of Natteby, and at length, by the resources of 
mere generalship, compelled him to retreat 
towards the borders. At Dunbary it is true» 
the fanatical preachers foroed the Scottish lead-* 
er, in opposition to bis judgment and intentions, 
to attaek the invaderi and oy that means afford- 
ed to the superior soldiers of the latter an op«* 
portuBity of gaining a most decided advantage 
over the raw levies of the northern host. But 
it is manifesta notwithstanding, that, so far as 
we can estimata the professional talenta of tho 
two commaaders, Cromwell was not equal to 
bis antagonista who had spent many years ia 
foretg« senriee^ aad stodied the tactips of tho 
finest armies in Europe. 
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Ute sftme conchnion will be drawn from «a 
examination of the campaign wMch terxninated 
in tìie sanguinary conflict at Worcester. So 
£eur from being able to brìng the irar to a dose 
in Seotland, CromweU allowed the royal army 
to pass him, and eren to gain two marches in 
advance towards the frontier, before he was 
aware of Charlesli intention to carry the scene 
of hostilities beyond the Tweed. In ordinary 
circumstances, snch an orersight vould bare 
proved fatai to bis character and to bis cause \ 
but bis activity and good fortune again saved 
bim. After a pursnit of fonr hundred miles, he 
overtook the royàlists, and in a battle remark* 
able only for its confìision and bloodshed, be 
once more proved the superiority of bis arms. 
It is clear, nowever, that it was only in the nish 
of the fight that CromweU excelled ; and that 
in every case where knowledge of ground» posi- 
tion, movement, and in short the wbole art of 
strategy, are eoncemedy bis reputation does not 
rest upon a solid basis. His condoct in the re- 
treat to Dunbar, in particular, betrayed much 
ignorance of the country tbroUjB^b which he was 
passing ; and hence he found nimself so com- 
pletely bemmed in, nnable either to proceed 
further or to briog the enemy to action, that, 
as bas been already remarked, he had resolved 
to sacrifice bis baggage and artillery, to send his 
infantry round to Berwick by sea, and tben, at 
the head of his caralry, to cut a passage through 
the Scottish lines. Hie impatient enthusiasm 
of the preachers was of more avail to CromweU 
tban a reinforcement of 10,000 men. They 
blamed their General for being dlow to strìke» 
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and Dotwitfastandiiìg Itis remonstrancea that ali 
was sare where they remained^ but that ali 
miffht be lost wbea they engaged in battle, they 
ordered their army to quit the hills, and to at» 
tack the sectaries in the plain. The parlia- 
mentary chief, aware of his approaching ad- 
vantage, and certain that the discipline of his 
troops wonld compensate for his false tactics, 
exclaimed, when he saw Lesley*8 brigades de- 
scending towards the pass, << The Lord hath 
delivered them into our hands !" 

It must not be denied that Cromwell pos- 
sessed a quàlity in the highest degree valuable 
in a military leader — ^the power of influencing 
the minds or his soldiers, of kindling their ar- 
dour, and, above ali, of directing their most im- 
petuoas feelings to the accompushment of his 
own purposes. He knew full well the bent of 
their prejudices, and the deep hold which reU- 
gious sentiment had taken of their minds ; and 
accordingly, in ali his addresses, prayers, and 
ejaculations, he never fàiled to rouse the emo« 
tions which were most suitable to the cause 
which he had in band. A fine instance of this 
was gi^en at Dunbai-, when he lifted up his 
arm and exclaimed, << Let 6od arise, and let his 
enemies be scattered !" This happy quotation 
operated on the spirits of his foHowers as if 
they had heard a voice from heaven. The 
<< sun of Austerlitz !** the well-known expressiou 
witfa which Bonaparte hailed the first appear- 
ance of the solar orb on the moming of a deci- 
sive engagement, wanted the magnificent and 
sonl-stìrring associations which were awakened 
in the enthusiastic bosoms of CromweD's rete* 
rans at Down-hill. 



OLIVER tìnÒlàWELL. 24^ 

No man, m short, ever snrpassed the latter 
cìkiet in the art by which the most powerful 
energies ef the human mìnd are drawn forth, 
and dìrected like a whirlwind for the accomr 
plìshment of good or of evil. These two comò 
manders have, indeed, been compared in seve- 
ral points, and a parallel has been attempted be- 
tween their ckaraeterg And histories; but la 
respect of mìlìtary qnalities, theré is unques* 
tionably no resemblance whatever, *rhe Cor- 
sìcan excelled in the arrangement and oombina- 
tion of a campaiga, where more than 1 00,000 
men were to be maràhàlled on either side, ii^ 
the midst of garrisons, posta» and fortified cities ; 
and where ultimate SHccess depended more 
upon the calculations by wbich scattered bodies 
CI troops were concentrated at a given point in 
the moment ofattack, and before the enemycotild 
assemblo his several corps, than upon mere phy-* 
sieal strengdi in the combatants, or personal ex* 
ertion on the part of their leader.^ The Eng* 
lishman, on ttie other haiid« had no inducement| 
and^ indeed. no opportunity, to study war on so 
grand a soalej, or m reference to the sftme meang 
of securing victory» His plans never seem to 
have extended beyond the field where he en< 
counteredhis foe ; Whom, too, he usually defeats. 
ed, not by a movement to endanger his position, 
Qt to cut off hit retreat> not by a, demonstra- 
tion which mìght diseoneert his designs or com- 
pel him to change his ground, but by a furious 
^harge in the nao^e of the Lord of Hosts, or bv 
an oDstiaate ooimigé which no diffieulties could 
sabdue. la troth^ there W9» rwf little gèn«« 

voL, n. X 
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ralslùp dtsplayed on either nìde durlng the v^le 
course of the ci vii war; and ìf we except the 
movement made hy the King at Dennington 
Castle, there was no attempt hazarded to aid 
valour by 8kilful manoeuvring. 

It has been remarked, as a circumstance pe- 
culiar to the Cromwellian period, that the o0ì- 
cerg in the English regìments thought ì^ a part 
of their duty to preach, while the ministers in 
Scotland insisted npon being allowed to handle 
the sword, and to direct the movements of the 
fumy. Both were chargeable wìth presnmptiou, 
and in the end proved their incapacity for such 
extra-professional pnrsuìts. The folly of the 
ministers was visited with a tremendoas defeat ; 
and the fanaticìsm of the mìlitary was punìsh- 
ed by their being made the instrument of a most 
oppressive despotism in the person of their mas- 
ter, who had the talent to render their frenzy 
subservient to the purposes of.hig ambition, 
With this view, Oliver was wont to maintain, 
that the officer , who prayed best would fight 
best ; but none knew better that snch a CQmbi- 
nation of gifts was not fitted for ordinary tiraes, 
and that, moreover, to succeed in the field of 
battile, it is necessary to meet the opposing army 
vrìth equal skill, and with superior weapons and 
discipline. 

Tlie Irish campaign exhibìts Orcmiwell in 
a very unfavourable point of view. As the 
enemy did not long keep the open field, the war 
was chiefly confined to the reduction of strong 
places, many of which were taken by storm, and 
thegarrisons put indiscriminately to the sword. 
By ibis barbarity he perhapa gratified the reli- 
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gious Itatred of his saldiera, who were not lésa 
hieensed against the natires as members of 
the Romish Ohurch thàn as rébels agatndt the 
ftothority of Pàrliament. He professed, in- 
dead, to avenge fhe cruelties of the massacro 
pérpetrftted seven or eight years before upoii 
the Plrotéstants of Ireland ; bnt his real object, 
there can be no doubt, was, as has béen alreàdy 
soggested, to terrtfy ali the fortified towns into 
stibniil^dion, and to accelerate the conqttéfeit of 
the whole country duritig the season moét con^ 
renteht for mtlttary operations. In this re- 
spect he exemplifiéd a poliéy siinilar to that of 
the late Kùssian General Sawarrow ; whò, after 
patting 80,000 men and women tò death, be^ 
calibe théy dared to defeild theìr walisr, pro- 
cluimed èvery where the humanity of his pro- 
ceeding. But we bave dolie wtth the military 
chàractèr of Crofnwell, and go on, in the next 
place, to consìder his nierits as a statesman and 
mler. 

HI. The origin of the Protectof s power as 
a politician ' may be traced to the niasterly 
sèheme which first excited against Essex and 
thè Earl of Manchester the suspicions of the 
repnbiican party in the Lovrer House, andafter- 
wards paved the way for the Self-denyiag ordi- 
nance. The arìstocratical commanders, it has 
beett stated, had already begun to pérceive that 
the iiiflnence of their order was gradnally dimi* 
Difihing in Pàrliament as well as in the army, 
anxl hence to discorer the expediency of listen- 
ing to' terms of peace mth the King, from whose 
dignity théir titles and privileges derived ihei'r 
sole support. The partizans of demdcracy, at 



ibe mmke tìme, gaw the danger to wliieb their 
fkyoartte p}an of gonremmeiity and eveii tbeir 
p^reosal safelyr must be exposed^ were the so- 
rereign to be rekistated, witbout tnfficient re- 
StrietionB en hta prerogative ; for which reason 
l^y deterauiiied to withatand eveiy pcopoaal 
fmr negotiatioa with Charles, except ou aiick a 
fdotiiig aa they knew he woold not admitas the 
barin oi aily permanent arrangeiKient. They 
were aeniiibley moreoveri tìiat Uieir pian could 
net be effeeted aa long aa the army should con- 
tìnue under the conunand of noUemen, whoae 
interèata, they imagined, wore incompatible 
with thoae <^ tìie great body of the peopk. No 
expedient, thereforei was ao likely to realiae 
^eir views aa a law prohibiting ali itnembera of 
Parliamént fìróm holding ^cea under goT^rn- 
fnenl ; beennse auch a meaaore neceaaairily ex- 
dnded ali the peerii^om appointìnenta in the 
pnblie 8ernce> while it left to the repreaenta- 
tives of counties and borougha the optien of 
ressgning their aeai^ ehetdd they prefer a eom- 
mand in the army to a vote in the houae» 

Some authora hàve been «o aim^e aa to 
Imagine that CromweU» wh#n he at^gteted the 
Self-denying ordìnanee^ meant himaelf te aidwMt 
to ita^ requisitòoiifi, and retire from the anny. 
Nothing oonld be more ineontfiflteiit with aneh 
% auppoaition than the eoaduct which he aeta- 
ally puraued. He waaa^itoiitof tfaeway wlien 
the other officerà holding aeata were oalled «q»Mi 
tó reaign ; and one pretenoe after anether waa 
nrged for hia contìnnanee with the foroes, i»4il 
he aoqnired the txHBBnnd betk of the eoldien 
•nd ef «he Pariiaomit^ and could» wim he 
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f^èéseày get tke an^vìty of - the latter at de- 
&iRce« From this perìod, it Ì8 verv obrious, h» 
kept sfeeadily in view the gveat oojects wbìch 
he afterwairas accomplished ^ namely, the ascen- 
d^cy ù( the Independents, the extinction of 
reyaify, aad the establishment of a military. 
despotism. Hence his scheme of new-modelling 
the army, whìch placed the power of the.swòxd 
in the hands of his religtoas friénds ; and henoei 
tooy'his determination to seize the.person of the 
King, in order to preyent aay amicable arraagO' 
meftt with the Parliameut or the Presby terìaos. 
AU his ineasiires bore on these leading points 
aad to bnog them to a fayourable tssue> he he* 
sitated not to deceive the General under whom 
he seryed; to make protestations at irrecon- 
eflable yariance with bis most fixed intentions ; 
and eyen to disguise the troth from his own 
fìunily and most intimate friends. 

Bnt my ob^ect he^e is not. to unfold the 
means by which he arriyed at power ; it is rather 
to deseribe the manner in which he exercised 
it, when there was no longer any one to dispute 
his pretensions. It may he said, then, of Cronx- 
w^) on general grounds, tliat he was a man of 
expedients, and not of principles ; that, in eyery 
case, he acted according to his vtews of imme- 
diate adyantage, and without anticipating the 
remoter effects of any pacticular measure^ ho Wr 
eyer closely connected with the usuai policy 
and permanent interests of the nation ; and, 
moreoyer, that he sometimes y lelded to the im* 
pulse of personal feeling», when he ought to 
fiaye sacrificed eyery thing to the publit; wd- 
fare, . 

M f2 
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It «aoaot \m denied dMt his tdwmìdtratiMi 
WM vigoroiif , wid tà«l lie eoiiqieUed th^ mqil 
pow«r& aatMiu of the contioe^t to respact Im 
g|or«rDoieDt»AadcTeatoco«rtliùfliUaiioeu Sut 
the etf«igtÌL wath irhìdi he was enned, w«e 
oreetod abnoet eatùndy bf the Long Pia*lìenMN»ty 
a^Mre euperinily the Bttaeot> nuurìne, whieh en« 
ebled him to wvett from Ihe Datch the eiopimi 
ef the ie», aad teimpire aweìnto tbeeoiutiof 
Franee end Spaia. The mpprAmaùmgf eo na« 
tandiy entertainad bf the f bundera of the Coio- 
moiiwealthy of a detc^nt upon their «bore» feom 
the oppofiteeòoit» goided them to the wìm pe^ 
ììey of lònmiig a navy ; and so fortunate were 
the j in the appointmeiit of officerà» that the ex^ 
plotts perfonned dariog the war witb HoUaiidt 
were of so brifliant a charaoter, as hardly te 
he flurpassed by the more deokire vietories 
gained on the same alenent ia oor own daya. 

The poiicy of the eoatest, however» wae not 
aa credkable to the repntation of Cromwell, as 
the snecess with whieh it was condiieted. Sur« 
roanded by strong and ambitioiis wienanBhs, the 
United Prorincas were iadanger of being orer- 
raa, and ef being thereby veBdered subordinale 
to those very coaotrìes from which Englaad has 
erer had the most to fear. Hence, it had usually 
appeared to the more enlightened of JBngUsh 
statesmen, a metter of expedieney to pi^serve 
the ìndependence of Holland» and more esp^ 
ciàlly from the perìod at which the aoqaisition 
of so rich a temtonr either byLoais or Philip, 
must hare destroyed the balanee of power in the 
sonth of Europe. The Protector was fortfaer 
blamed by thQ economists of bis own age, for 
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Mfc énirittg], from hit snoeess orer tibe Dotcb, 
tira oommercial adivantafrei to wliieh tjbey main* 
tetned lie liad a just rì^t in virtae of bis eoo- 
fueats. But in this partteulsr I enn Bee no 
gronad ibr blaoie. He resdlTed te limit tlw 
Baereantile Inkimctiens is£ that adire peopk, so 
fin*, et lea0t, ai to preroit tkem from interfertog 
with the ppofperity of tike. sUpping ìaterest of 
bk own deminioBB. F<»* tbis pnrpooo be prò* 
enred tbe enactment of the oelebrated NaTiga- 
tien LawB ; by wbìeb it vas provided tìiat no 
l^oods sboiild be impoited ìnto Great Britaw, 
exc^t in sbìps belonging to Britìsb subjeetet 
or in the vessek of the country wbere the ccm* 
Bodities were produced. By tbis measure, ho 
ait once wf didreir fimn tbe Duteb ihe lucratire 
em^yment of earrying by sea the iii«»«aDtilo 
property of the richest nations of Europe, wbile 
ho seenred for the sfaip-owners of hu native 
land a cott«iderable addttìoii to tbeir gains both 
at home and abroad. 

Tbe ,Frencb allìanòe, and tbe war witb Spain, 
were very uupopular in bis own days^ and tbe 
oxperience Of more recent times baa coatributed 
BOt a Itttie to establish tbe impoUcy of thoso 
neaenres. Both comitries ilattered bim, and 
eacb was willing to gìve a high price for hi« co- 
operation. His choice has foeen prononnced 
wrongt on tbe ground not less of principle tbaa 
of advantage.* 

* '< In tUs diilienest war widi Spaio,*' myn a emiimk* 
ftmrj writer, '* he pfetended, aiid endeaTomd to impett 
a belief upon the world, <fcaft he had nothing in his ey* 
èut the «dvaneonent of the prote&Umt cause, and the ho» 
nour of this nation ; but his prr ^ces were «Ither fmnàn» 
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He WM on the pomt of comoùltiiig^ a sinillar. 
solecism in his negotiation wìtli Sweden and 
Demnark. From an inexplicaUe partiality to* 
wards the fermer country, he had reaolved upon 
ite anrandisement at the expense of the latter ; 
ìntending, as it was supposed, to bestow on the 
miccessor of Chrigtina, the whole of .Norway,'a8 
well as the Danish territory sonthward of the 
Balticy and to reserre for himself the Gattie ài 
Elsineur, and a few of the adjacent islands* 
This arrangement would, in those days, hare 
rendered Sweden extremely formidafole, and 
pkced in her hands the navigation of the Baltic, 
both shores of which must have adknowledged her 
sovereig^ty in peace and in war. << And where- 
Bs" says an inteliigent author, ^^ it had in ali 
ages been the policy of the northem states to 

leiìt, <nr he was ignorant in foreign affain. For he that 
had known any thing of the temper of the Popish prelan^, 
and the French court politica, oould Dot hut tiee that the 
«vay to increase, or preserve, the reformed interest in 
Frauce, was by rendering the Protesiants of necessary 
use to their king ; fur that longer than they were so, they 
could not be free irom persecutlon ; and that the way to 
render them so, was to keep the balance between Spaia 
aud France eveu, as that which would consequently make 
them useful to their king. But by oyeithrowing the hai 
lance in his wai* with Spain, and joining with France, 
he freed the French king from the fears of Spain, enabled 
him to subdue ali factions at home, and thereby to bring 
himself into a condition of not standing in need of any of 
them ; and from thence hath proceeded the persecutioii 
that hath since been, and stili is, in that nathin, agaipat 
the Reformed there ; so that Oliver, instead of advancing 
the Reformed interest, hath, by an error in his politics, 
been the author of d«3troyÌDg it,"— -jQar/«<m MisceUany^ 
Yt»l. i. p. 2$1, 



l^Boap the dominion of the Baltic divided ameog 
aeTeral petty princesi tbat no one might be sole 
master of it; becaose otherwìse» most of the 
ne^ssary commodities for shìpping comìng from 
thence and Norway, any one lord of the whole 
nùght lav u^ the shippin^g; of Europe by llie 
Wall, in shutting only of bis port«» and denying 
the commodities of bis country to otber stajtes. 
Cromwell, còntriiry to this wise maxim, endear 
Toured to put the whole Baltic sea into the 
bands of the Swedes, and undoubtedly would 
bave done it, if bis deatb bad not given them 
who suGceeded bim an opportnnity of prudent-* 
ly preventing it/'* 

Stili there is no doubt that the character of 
Bn^land» for strength and a vigorous adminit* 
tcation^ stood very high during the goTemment 
of the Protector ; on which account^ if we can* 
not praise the wisdom of bis policv, we are at 
least bound to admire the commandmg attitude 
which he assumed, in the face of the proudett 
and most powerfid nations of Europe. He in* 
timidated Spain into concessions farourable to 
the trade of Britain ; maintained against the 
Dntch the snperiority of the Englisb Oag; and 
proeared from the French the relinqnishment 
of Dunkirk, and the banishment of the royal 
exìlesy as the price of bis àlliance in a continent* 
fd war. It is true, that he thereby raised the 
power of the last named people to a height 
which fioon afterwards threatened the independ* 
«UM of «eveiral European states, and occasionedL 
eren to tbù country, die Iosa of much blooa 
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and treasure ; but so far bs we consider the ef- 
fect of his counsels upon the repntatiim of his 
personal govemment, thére can ne no question 
that he created for himself a degree of influenoé 
and glory, among surronndiog KÌngdoms»mach 
greater than had been possessed by any British 
monarch since the reign of Henry the Bighth. 

" Some modem politicians," says Bishop 
Warburton, in bis Notes on Glarendon's Hìs- 
tory, *^ bave affected to think contemptnously 
of Cròmwell's capacity, as if he knew not dut 
tme policy required that he sbould bave thrown 
himself into the lighter balance, which was that 
of Spain ; or, as if he did not know wMcfa was 
become the lighter. Bnt this is talking a«t if 
Cromwell had been a hiwfnl hereditary monaroh^ 
whom tme policy would bare thiis directed; 
But trae policy required that the usurpar shouM 
first take care of himself, before he busied him* 
self in adjusting the balance of Europe. Now 
Franco, by itsvicinity, was the mostdangerous 
power to disoblige, as well as by the near reia- 
tionship of the two royal families of France and 
England. So that, though Cromwell gave oat, 
that which of the two states wonld gire moat 
for his friendship sbould bare it, in ordw to 
raise theprice, he was certainly determined m 
himself that France sbould bave ìt" 

The statement of the learned Bishop enlV 
goes to confirm the opinion which we bave aU 
along entertained, that Cromwell, in his foreig« 
policy, pursued temporary expedienti ntìSat 
than general principles, and valued a present 
advanta^e more hignly than a lasting benefit. 

But hu doBieadcadministration was not so 
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creditable, either to hU wisdem or to hig ho- 
nestf, 88 even bis transactions wìth foreign po- 
teatates. He had indeed a difficult part to act, 
boìog garrounded by men wbo regarded bis 
elevation as tbe overthrow of tbeir own fond 
CK^emes of governmeDt, and as tbe proof of bis 
deceit and selfisbness. But be added not a little 
to tbe embarrassm^it of bis sitaation by making 
professions on wbicb be never intended to act, 
and by exciting bopes wbicb from tbe first be 
meant to disai)point. Wben be assumed tbe 
direction of amirs^ be bad to snstain tbe opposi- 
tion of tbree great parties, ali of wbom hated 
and feared bim — ^tbe ^piseopalians, tbe Pres- 
byteriant, and tbe Republicans. Tbese last, by 
means of wbom be bad rìsen to power, were 
bis most inreterate enemies, because be bad 
not only deceived tbem in tbe matter dearest to 
tbeir beartSy but was now menacing tbem witb 
tbe tery eyil wbicb tbey bad snffered so mucb 
to remore — namely, tbe goyemment of a single 
person. Even tbe army, npon wbicb be bad 
nis cbief reliance, was become very unmanage- 
able. Tbe entbnsiasm wbicb penraded tbe lower 
dasses of tbe soldiery bad fitted tbem for the 
flreatest extravagances ; wbQe tbe officers, wbom 
he had fonnd it necessary to dismiss, were ready 
to engagé in any plot for bis destraction. Tbe 
Presbyterìansy again, wbo were determined to 
establisb tbeir covenant and cborcb polity in 
tke soutby as well as in tbe horth, were incensed 
s^inst Cromwell for giving bis coontenance to 
the Independents, and for rejecting tbe scheme 
of discipnne reconmiended by tbe Westminster 
Ass^uibly. Tbe Chnrchmen^ finally, whowere 
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ingenerai Royalists, Ttere opposed to him on 
the ground of ina usurpatien and intoleranee, 
and eagerly watched for an oppórtunitjr to pre- 
cipitate him from the eminence which, in tneir 
opinion, he had so unworthily ascended. 

From these elements of danger, howeve^, lié 
had the talent to evoke a spirit which, for a 
óertain time at least, proved the main guardian 
of hisi throne. By the varions arts of flattery 
and intimidation, he continued to eubdue the 
more violent individuals in the three great par- 
ties opposed to him, while he excited their jea- 
lousy of one anothèr to such a pitch» that tneir 
suspicions of his ultimate designa werelost amid 
the deeper mistrust created by their own rivai 
pretensions. He acted successfully on the Ma- 
chiavelian principle, of ruling by fomentiiig 
mutuai fears and hatred ; knpwing well that the 

Sreat body of the nation was against him, and 
enee that the union of any twò factions must 
hare instantly led to his min. Towards the 
dose of his days he even condescended to court 
the Roman Catholics, and to hold out to them 
the prospect of a relaxation in some of the more 
oppressive statutes which had been enacted 
against their communion. In short, to use the 
trords of Bishop Bumet, " he with great dìssi- 
mulation carriea things with ali sorts of peonie 
farther than was thought possible, considermg 
the difSiculties he met with in aU his Parlia- 
ments ; but it was generally believed that his 
life and ali his arts were exhausted at once, and 
that, if he had lived much longer, he could not 
have held things togèther.** 
It is a remarkabk &ct^ that he himself ad- 
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nutted in Parliament that the ffreat majority of 
the country was opposed to his govemment ; 
foundinff upon this acknowledgment the neces- 
àtj of keeping up a standing army, and of re- 
stncting the freedom of eleotion in the difFerent 
eomities and boroughs where he had not friends 
to secare pnper returns. In Goddard's Jour- 
nal fi» the |r«ar 1654, (IromweU is repfesented 
as declarìng, that in England, ScoUand, and 
Iretaod, thìB people were èxti:anely disaffected, 
and conld omy be kept down by foroe of armeu 
** In general/' said he, apeeking of the northem 
dÌTÌ0Ì,on of the idand, ^ the country wi^i whoUy 
yery much ^isuffect^ to the preaoit gorem- 
ment. The Preabyterìnn akid Garaliér interesta 
were sq qomplici^l^Kas he did not aee how any 
forceg diere could be les9ened with safety.until 
these t^o interesta couid be s^tisfiéd, and which 
way to do that he did not ^d, they being con- 
atantly blown up by the enemies beyohd seas ; 
and the di^mpera^there were so great.as the 
cpminaaden; there did cali for more forc^s^'^so 
far waa it from abating any. As to the forcea 
in SSagland» the numbera were but few, the con- 
dition of the people auch as the major pari a 
{fgtmt deal are persons disaffected and engaged 
agaSmtus.** 

Itfunbert, too, at a somewhat later period, 
wUle attei^pting to defend the violence which 
had been put upon Parliament, when about a 
htmdredmembera were tumed out of it for not 
atgniilg the Jlecognition, remarks, << That as tQ 
keeping out the roembers, if auch course had 
Hot been taken, consider what a parliament you 
might haye had. If a parliament shonld be cho- 

VOL. II. V 
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sen according té tfie generai ^irii and iemper {f 
the natUnh and if there shoidd not be a check 
upon 8uch electìon, those may creep ioto this 
House who may come to sit as om* jadges fòr 
ali that we have done in tUs Parliament, or at 
any othdr time or plapo. Haying no ndes to 
oircumsGribe Parliaments, th^ noveri nmst be 
tmsted in some person, and nttest in die su* 
preme magistrate."* 

It was bdeed a miseraUe plight into which 
the people of England kad Meni "when they 
were not àllowed to eboose representatives Init 
aocordtng to the pleasure of an nsurper, and 
when the persona wbom they sent to Parila- 
ment were not permitted to express their sen* 
timents on the business of the nation witbont 
incnrring the hazard of expulsion or of impri-' 
sonment ! They had fought fòr liberty and for 
the independence of the legislature ; and in re- 
turn they found themselves subjected to the 
eaprioe of a despot, who, in yirtue of bis mili- 
tary exploits, bad assumed the reins of govem- 
ment. 

But the most tyrannlcal and iniqnitons of ali 
tbe measnres with which bis govemment stando 
charged, is the appointment of tbe Major-6e« 
nerals, into whose hands he put the property 
and peace of tbe majority of the Englisn people, 
the royalists and episcopalians. Tbese officerà 
were empowered to seize thepersons, and distrain 
the estates, of snch as sbould prore refractory, 
and to put in execution.8uch other directions as 
they sbould receiye from tbe Protector. Bvery 

• Bvrton't I)iary«. 
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master of a ftunìlv, or honseholder, who was 
eonsidered as disaffécted, was to be requìred to 
gire secority by bis bond for tbe good bebavìour 
of ali bis menial serraiits ; the latter being Ha- 
ble to be called before tbe Genetid or bis de- 
pnty at sucb time and place as eitber sbould ap^ 

Kint. An office of register was to be set up in 
»ndoii> where tbe names of ali persons tniis 
giring flecarity were to be entered^ together 
with their residence ; and as often as tbey ebaa^ 
ged their abode» the removài was to be punc- 
taally recorded, and notice communìcated to the 
Major-General of each district, as the case might 
requtre* They were anthorized to inqnire into 
the politicai principles of aU ministers and 
schoolmasters, to the end that no disafFected 
person might be allowed in public teaching> or 
m the edacation of youth. 

The royalistSy we are told, ternfied at the 
extensive arrests and imprisonments which took 
place among their brethren, and awed by the 
military preparations which were made to jrab- 
dne ali resistance, promptly obeyed the smn- 
mons of these armed jastices, ano for the most 
part yielded quietly to the assessments which 
were imposed npon them. There was indeed no 
hope of redress in any case, however arbitrary 
andtyrannicalyfortherewasnoreference allowed 
to any court of law ; the sole appeal being reseti 
ved to the Protector in council. The Generala 
smnmoned whomsoever they pleased to appear 
before them as delinquents ; and it was danger* 
ous to slight their commands* They enqnired 
into every man*s estate and income ; and ìf any 
one endeavonred to dear himself of delinqnency^ 
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they assumed theprivil^e of protiouncing upon 
the Taiidìty of his defence. They sent whom 
they pleased to prìson, and confined them where 
they pleased ; and it has been remàrked as one 
. of the characteristjcci óf Gromweirs gOTemment, 
thftt those who were judged to be dtsaffected, 
uever suoéeeded in their endeavours to be set 
at largo in dno (M>ur8e of law. 

The instruetions ffiyen to the Major-Genends 

.are somewhat amusing, from the odd oombina- 

tion òf dnties to which their attention was 

drawn. They were not only to suppress ali 

tuHdoltg, insnrrectionsy rebeUions, or other nn- 

lawful assemblies, to disarm ali papists, and sudi 

as had bome arms against the Parliament, and 

ali others who were dangerous to the peaee of 

. the nation, to bave an eye upon the carriage 

and conversation of ali usaffected persona, to 

.i^prehend thieres and robbers, bnt also to per- 

mit no luxrae-^aceSy eoch-figluings^ hear^ or stage 

.jjiaysy within the several counties. In their com- 

mission the Protèctor adds, ^< and you are to 

. observe and foUow sach directions as you shall 

from timo to timo receiTO from ourself."* 

Bnt nothing can conVey so good an idea of 
their actions as their own accounts, which are 
to be foimd in Thurlow's Papers, from which I 
shall bere insert one or two extracts. Major- 
Gcneral Worsley, in a lettor to the secretary 

* It Ì9 «ui'pi'ìsiDg, tliat in giving dlrections to disarm ali 
who had been in arme against the Parliament, Cromwéll 
<)id not reeollect that he had already dispersed two succes- 
sive Houses at the point of the hi^onet. Bui tbe miiAe 
of X'arliament was a oonvenient stBUdng-harae te oonecal- 
jug the Pi'otector'jj rea! motires. 
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just named, dated at StaiFord, wrìtes as foUows : 
<^ Yesterday we had a meeting at thìs town, and 
I have made a good progress in our business, 
We have assessed diverse, and the rest must 
expect it wìth ali speed. I hope we shall pay 
our county troop out of what we have done ai- 
ready, and provide you a considerable sum for 
other uses. We hare sent out warrants to give 
notice to tibie whole county of our day of meet* 
ing, when we shall sit upon the ordinance fbr 
the ejecting of scandalous ministers. We havé 
disarmed nie disaffected in this county. We 
shall fall of snapping some of our old blades 
that will not let us be quiet We bave found 
an estate of PenruddocVs that was executed, 
and have ordered it to be sequestrated. I hope 
shortly to gire vou a good account of the rest 
of the counties, * 
Desborough^ aaother of the Major-Generais, 

• In the laine of tìi0 Commonwealth died M{^or«6fr* 
neral Wonilay, a noted conunander in the Parliament's 
army, and member for Manchester. He was burìed in 
Henry the Seyenth^s chapel with an inscription to his 
memory. At the fnaeral attended as a chief rnowner 
Ho^er Kenyon of Peel Hall, £sq. and M.P. for Clithe- 
roe, and Clerk of the Peace for Lancaahire. A while 
after the fonerai» Mr Kenyon, spying an opportiinity, 
wrote upon the ^ve-stone as under» 

« Where never Worse-lay." 

These words so offended CromwéU, that he offered a 
«onsiderahle sum for the dlsooyery. 

The àboTe General is said to have t>een of the aneient 
JemUy of the Worsieya of Worsley in Laneashire, whose 

che9t«r,«^ilf9. Note. 

y3 
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writes to hh bralher the ProtecUnr in serions ' 
terms atout Lord Seymam, whom Cromali 
seemed desiraaa io exempt from decimatìon, 

• but whose spjrit, the other thought, wm not 
such as " to dose cordially with the people of , 
God." He ftdds, at the same timer *^ Yesterday 

' we proceeded upon taxing seven or eight of 
this connty, amongst whom was Sir James 
Thynn, who was at fini a little averae» and did 

' plcad as much innocency as my Lord Seymoar 
hath done ; liut at last, having no refage, was 

' constraìned to comply ; and I thìnk of those 
oight tliat we have already dealt withal, the sun 
will amount to six. or seven hnndredpounds per 
annum. There are four more to appear tliis 

' moming ; and then I intend for Blandford to 
attènd the Dorsetshire gentlemen^ and so to 
Marlboròu^h, where there are twenty more to 
he summoned." * . 

The ontcry against this intolerable oppres- 
sion became so loud, tfaat Cromwell was com- 
pelied to withdraw the oóramièsìons of bis Ma- 
jor-Generals. He eren sacrifieed their chanu> 
ters to the desiré of recovering some degree of 
popidarity ; and when the execration and ridi- 
cule of the country was direeted against them» 
he joined in the shout, disowned their proceed- 
ìngs, and left them to their fate. 

The despotism of theMajor-Gè&eraIs has been 
rendered memoraUe b^ the opfH^eMion whiek 
they inflicted on iwo distingnìshed individuala» 
Joba Cleveland, the poet, and the stili mor« 
celebrated Jeremy Taylor* TbaoBly egimm «1* 
leged against the future Uaha» ooHUled in iils 
attachjM&i to SJ^isoopacy uA t»1ft» i 
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Bftte house of Stuart, for which he was throwB 
a prisoner into Chepstow Gasile, in the comity^ 
of Monmouth. The satirist was arrested at 
.Haynes, ancl sent to a place of confinement at 
Yarmouth ; the reasons for which arbitrar^ 
measure were as follo ws: — The first was, that 
he lived in utter obscnrity in the honse of a 
royalist, very fewpersons of the neighbourhood 
knowÌDg that there was such a man resident 
amongst them ; the second was, that he posses* 
sed great abilities, and was able to do consider- 
able disservice ; and a third reason for bis im- 
prisonment was, that he wore good clothes, 
though, as he con£essed, he had no estate but 
IjJ20 per annunif allowed him by two gentle- 
men, and JL30 by the person in whose honse 
he resided, and whom he assisted in bis studies. 
He wottld, il Ì8 said, bave been released, had he 
possessed any property npon which the com- 
missionen conia bave nxed an assesnnent. 

But the mostnnjnstifittble part of Cromwell*s 
eonduct was bis interference with the courts of 
law, and bis repeated endearours to convert the 
judgments of the bench into an instrnment of 
personal revenge or of politicai intimidation. 
Tbe case of Colonel Lilbnm is well known to 
erery réader of bistory. CHarged with sedi- 
timi, he was tried by a* London jnry, from whom 
he dbtftined an honóurable acqùittal ; and no 
sooner was the verdiet annonnced to the crowd 
at tbe door than the air rang with the acclama- 
tions of thonsands. The Parliament, deeming 
his proceedings injurious to their plans, banish- 
ed him by ordinance ; but partly out of con- 
fid^ioe io the pr^fessioois itS CrppiìfeV to per- 
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form his engag'eìnènt to the people, and partly 
out of his native intrepidity, he returned after 
the dissolution of the legislature. Cromwell, 
however, dreaded him no less than the Parlia- 
ment had done, and thereforé had him arraign- 
ed for retuming, contrary to the ordinance by 
which his punishment was awarded. But Lil- 
bum pleaded his cause with so much ability, 
that a jury again acquitted him, in spite of ali 
the usurper's influence ; and once more the po- 
pular voice was raised in favour of the accused. 
The shouts of the people on this occasion did 
not, however, subdue the resentment of the Pro- 
tector, nor induce him to imitate the modera- 
tion which had been displayed by the Parlia- 
ment ; on the contrary, he detained the colonel 
in prison till he was so far gone in a consmnp- 
tion, that he only tumed him out to die.* 

The prosecution of Vane la another instance 
of unblushing tyranny. The publication of the 
<< Healing Question*' gave great ofPence to 
Cromwell, although, as the author asserted, ìt 
had been given in manuscript to one of the mem- 
bers of the council for inspection^ and remain- 
ed in their hands nearly a month, after which it 
was returned to him without any commenta 
when it was sent to the press in the usuai way, 
and published with the customary permission. 
A warrant was issued to apprehend Vane, and 
conduct him to Carisbrook Castle, in the Me of 
Wight, where the govemor was instructed to 
receive him as a prisoner, and not suffer any 
one to gpeak to him| but in the preaence of an 

* H«rleian HiscellaDy, voi, U p« ^d5< 
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officer. ' What must bave been the ^oVetnment 
of a country when the first men in it were lìable 
to such treatment ! In reality, Cromwell and bis 
council bad made such abundant use of this 
power of arbitrary imprisonment, that they be- 
came utterly insensible to the execration to 
wbich sudi a prooeedinigp is j ustly exposed. They 
iniprisoned men on suspicion, or wkhout sus- 
picione often by way of precaution only, and set 
them at liberty when they pleased, or retained 
them as long as they pleased> without once re- 
collecting that they conmiitted an offence for 
.wbich they owed a severe account to the com- 
munity. 

Upon the death of the Protector, certi^ pri- 
soners in the Tower> as well as 8om<9, who nad 
been sent to Jersey and other places beyond 
seas, lodged a complaint against the. lieutenant 
for, false imprisonment. The jailor was sent 
for to he examined bv a committee of Parlia- 
ment, when, being asked by what authority he 
kept those persons in hold, he produced a paper, 
written by Oliver's own band, to this e£fect : — 
** ^«V, / pray you seize such and mch persons^ 
and aU others whom you may jutdge danyerous 
men ; do it quickly, and you shedl have a vxxrranJt 
irfier you have done'^ 

No sooner did Cromwell find that the ordi- 
nary laws of the country could not support bis 
tvranny, than he establisned High Courts of jns- 
tice for the trial of state delinquente ; having re- 
fìised to submit bis cbarges against them to an 
impartial jury. Whitélock, and some other of 
liis counsellors, entreated bim to rest satisfied 
with the ordinary adminìstration of justice, and 
to conQde tlic interests of the government to 
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the pfttriotism of the people ; bnt, oonvineed as 
he was that the great majority of the nation 
were opposed to his usurpation, he declared his 
determination to support hit power by using 
the yery instnimeiits which had given the only 
just cause of offence in former reigns* Nay, 
he far exceeded the arbitrary spirit whidi ani- 
mated the déclamations of James, and which 
alienated the lovers of freedom in the earlier 
years of bis son. For example, the oppressioR 
attempted by Cromwell in the case of Cony, 
a London merchant, surpasses the most illegal 
«tretohes of prerogative in the days of Eliza- 
beth, or of ber immediate successor. The trado* 
-now named had refnsed to pay certain duties 
on the goods which he iraported, on the groand 
that they were not imposed by a competent aa- 
thority. For thia offence he was brought be« 
fere the commissioners of customs,and cond^nn- 
ed in a fine of fiye hnndred ponnds. Refusing 
to pay thìs penalty, he was committed to prison 
for contempt. In the prospect of a trial, he 
retained three of the most eminent coonsel at 
the bar, — Maynard, Twisden, and Windham, — 
to plead for him ; and the qnestion carne to be 
heard on the 17th of May, 1655. 

This was an affair of vital importance to the 
government of Cromwell. An ordinance had 
been passed by him and bis Conncil on the 20th 
of March, 1654, for the continnation of the stated 
cnstoms for the four succeeding years ; and it 
was under the authority of this ordinance that 
the duties were at present collected. But the 
question was, whether those who issued this 
ordinance had power to make a law. It was a 



OLJVEA CROMWELL. 369 

maxim ftmong the professional meo, that tlie 
laws of England were wrìtten statntes, acts, or 
edicts, enacted by the people assembled in Par« 
liament ; and no maxim seeftied more essential 
to thè existencèi of national freedom. The 
power of the Conncil to màke laws hinged upon 
the anthority of the record called the Goyem* 
ment of the Commonwealth. Bat if brought 
into a oonrt of jnstice, what was this record ? It 
was a docmnent prepared by the Council of the 
army, and sanotionedby the principal officers of 
state. This eonld net for a moment stand the 
scrùtiny of men bred in the technical habits of 
the oourts, as being of force to change the es- 
sential dieta of the English constitation. It was 
à terìrible dUemma, into which Cromwell was 
driren by this case of Cony ; and it reqnired 
equal prudence and firmness to extricate him- 
self from it withont mortai injury. If he gave 
way, and if Cony carne off victorious in the con- 
test, bis govemment was at an end ; or, to speak 
more accnrately, it wonld from that timo for- 
ward bave been a govemment of violence and 
of military force only. Every one, enconraged 
by the example of Cony, wonld bave resisted 
such taxation, and defended their resistance on 
the same gronnds that he did.* 

Cony's connsel appear to bave done fall jns- 
tice to the case of their client; and Maynard 
in particular nsed snch arguments, and enforced 
them with snch vigonr, as, if attended to, wonld 
bave shaken the govemment to its basis. The 
canse was argued on the 17th of May ; and on 

• Oodwla's Commonweiatli; voi. Ir, 
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the motroWy the ]awyer just natned^ and his fel- 
low-pleaders, were sent to the Tower, on the 
charge of having héld langnage destnictive to 
thè existing govemment. Nor did the case end 
here. The day foUowing, Cony, lusupported by 
Gounsél, presented himself at the bar of the up- 
per bench) and did snch justioe to the situation 
in whkh he was plaoed, that Rolle, who presi- 
ded in the oourt, felt utterly ut a loss what to 
•detennine. Owing ta a s%ht grammatical In- 
accuraey in Coity's aìnswer addressed to the 
Proteetor, the deoision was postponed, an^ his 
next appearance b^g on the ìast day of the 
temiy me affair wa$ crdered to sland over tiU ihe 
fdlowingone. In the meantime, Rolierepre* 
sented to Gromweil the difficolties under whìch 
he laboured in such a manner, that he received 
his writ of ease on the 7th of June; and in the 
following week Glyn was appoìnted, to succeed 
him as Lord Chief Justioe of Englsnd. May- 
nard, Twisden, and Windham had previously, 
on their submission, been disdiarged from con- 
finement ; and by some ineans, employed it was 
thought at the instance of the new judge, Cony 
vr2A induced to withdraw his cause from court 
altogether. 

The liberties of Englishmen were certainly 
redueed to avery low ebb, when laWyers were 
dragged from the bar to prison for no other of- 
fence than a professional exposition of the prin- 
ciples of the constitution, and a faithful discharge 
of their duty to a dient whose pi*operty and life 
were at stake. But Cromwell dia not think ìt 
enough ta intimidate couhsel and dismiss judges, 
when they showed that theii' regard for,law and 
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bonoar was saperior to their love for hin s#r- 
vice; he even attempted to poison the very 
Bouree of eqiiity, by interposing the weight of 
his aathority in the nomination of juries. The 
firmnesfl of 1^ Matthew Hale on one memor- 
able occasion stands on record as a proof of that 
judge's int^g^ty, and of the baseness whìch ai- 
ready stained thue character of the Protector. 
He understood thàt Cromwell had ordered a 
jtiry to he retomed for a trial in which he was 
more than ordinarily concemed ; and upon ihis 
inforìnation he examìned the sheriff, wha aaid 
he knew nothing about it» for that it was his 
practìce to refer ali. such things to the under- 
9heri£P. Having next asked the latter coneern- 
ing ìt, he fonnd that the jury had actnally been 
retumed by order of the Protectqr; upon which 
Sir Matthew showed the statuto, that ali jurìes 
ought to be retumed by the sheriff or his law- 
ful officer ; and this not having been done ac- 
cording to law, he dismissed the jury, and would 
Bot try the cause. Cromwell was highly in- 
ceosed at him for this decided step, and on his 
return from the circuita toìd him in aneer, that 
be was not fit to be a judge ; to which ali the an- 
swer made by the latter was, << It is very true.'* 
Every reaaer, therefore,. will agree with Mr 
Hallam, when he says, that he cannot echo the 
praises that bave, been showered upon Crom- 
well for the just administration of the laws un- 
der his dominion. That betwéen party and party 
the ordinary civil rights of men were fairly dealt 
with, is no extraordinary encomium ; and it may 
be admitted that he filled the bench of justice 
with able bwyers; tbough not so coDsiderable as 

TOU XI. z 
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ibose of the rei jfn of Charles the Seoond ; hai it 
18 manifesti that so faras his own authorìty wlw 
concemed, no hereditary despot, proud in the 
erimes of a hnndred ancestors, could more have 
gpuroed at every limitation than thii aoldier of 
a commonwealth.* 

Ali allusion was now gene as t» the piietend- 
ed benefits of the Ci vii War. It had ended in a 
despotism, compared to which ali the illegal 
practices of former kings» ali that cost Charles 
his life and crown, appeared as dust in the ha- 
lance. For what was ship-money» a general bnr-i 
den, when set by the side of the Cromwellian 
decimation of a class, the royalists, whose of- 
fence had long heen expiated hy a composition, 
and e£faced by an act of indemnity ? Or were 
the excessiye punishments of the star-chamber 
so odious as the capital executions inflicted 
without trial by peers, wheneyer it suited the 
usurper to erect his high conrts of jostice? 
Hence we find that the goremment of the Pro« 
tector was unirersally nnpopular ; and the sense 
of present evils net only excited a bnming de^ 
sire to live again under the ancient monarchy^ 
but obliterated, especially in the new genera* 
tion that had no distinct remembrance of them, 
the apprehension of its former abnses* The ty- 
ranny of Cromwell, and his contempt of law, 
contribnted more than the army of Generai 
Monk to place Charles the Second on the throne 
of his father. 

IV. The character of Cromwell, as connected 
with the profóssion and snpport of religion,is ob« 

*^Con«ttt!itÌania;.Hist, voi, U. p. 343. 
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scnred with miich apparent oontradictioii. His 
condai^ partìcularly towards the end of his ca- 
leety wafi so utterly inoongigtent with correct 
TÌewB of Christian obligation, and eren of common 
honesty, that he has been yery generally chai'ged 
with profonnd dissimulation in aU matters whlch 
respected doctrìnal tenets and spiritual inflaences. 
One of the most leamed presbyterians of the 
age called him a traUorous h^/pocriie ; and it was 
the opinion <rf Bumet, snpported by the judg- 
ment of Wilkins and Tillotson, that the entha- 
siast and the dissembler mixed so equally in 
the greater part of his actions, that it was not 
easy to teli which was the prevailing character. 
But Uiat he had at no perìod of his life a sin- 
cere feeling towards religion, it wonld he nn- 
candid, and perhi^s nnjust, to deny; althongh, 
that he finally employed his knowledge of reli- 
g^ons terms, and the repntation which he had 
acqnired as a saint, to deceive weaker men than 
himself, and thereby to promote his secnlar ii|- 
terests, there cannot he, among reasonable per- 
sonsy the smallest room for donbt. 

Originally, the religious feelings of Cromwell 
appear to bare arisen from that ardent enthn- 
siasm which constituted the basis of his charac- 
ter, and which greatly modified ali the actions 
of bis maturer years. He lired at a perìod when 
serìonsness and a deep interest in spiritual en- 
quirìes had already distinguished a large class of 
the Englisb people, who, from the rery first, 
connected the desire of ecclesiastical reform with 
certain vague notions of improvement in the 
politicai condition of society. The interests of 
religion and those of dvil fireedom yrere so inti- 
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mately mked, tliat it in difficult io deterrainey 
in many cases, whìeh of the two gave rise to the 
other ; for, in the coarse of the war which en- 
sued between the king and the parliament, some 
of the leading men became fanatica in the cause 
of liberty without any regard to faith, while 
others sank ali worldly cpnsiderations, in the 
exalted hope of seeing the reign of Christ lite- 
rally established upon earth. Cromwell shared 
with those around nim the spirit of the age. He 
became religions, withotit having acquired any 
clearer riews of divine truth or of moral obligli^ 
tion on which to fonnd the practice of good U- 
ying; bnt solely, it woiild appear from the result, 
because theological concems were the engross- 
ìng subject at that particular tìme, and were 
better fitted than any other to givo fall exercise 
to the powerg of an ardent and rather capacioiXB 
mind. Perhaps the comparativa laxity of his 
habits in youth may bave rendered the change 
somewhat more sudden and complete than it 
would otherwise bave proved ; stili, it is ex- 
tremely probable, that, n'om bis connexions, bis 
rank in society, and the inflaence of example, 
he would, at ali events, bave taken bis place 
among the professore of religion, considered 
merely as a great and powerfiu party. 

Nothing pnzzles the mental physiologist more 
than the attempt to account for those epideml- 
cal affections wnich from thne to timo take hold 
of society. The bodily frame» in like manner, 
is subject to the inroad of inorbid humours, the 
origin of which is equally unaccountable on any 
principle rec<^Ì8ed by the most learned physi- 
cians \ but, in both cases, it is observed that, 
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wìieii tìte difìease does appear, there are isertaln 
conirtitntions wlAch are sure to be infected. In 
ihut respect, tli« minds and tbe bodies of men 
bear a gpreat resemblance. If we were allowed to 
extendtbe empireof Fasbion to so serìons a thing 
aisl relìgion, we shoiild be snpplied wìtb a term 
at least wbereby to express a cbange, wbicb often 
elaims an anthorìty no bigber tban tbat of mere 
imitation : And, accordingly, wben any particu- 
lar class of men and women become serious, we 
sbould bave no greater difficulty in explaining 
tbe pbenomenon, tban wben we end a new tasto 
fbr poétry or any otber òf tbe fine arts prevali - 
ing among tbat numerous order of society, wbose 
tasto and judgment are gaided by a few ambi- 
tiotis leaders. Tbat snob periodica! currents of 
innovation and caprìce do occasionally invade 
tbe religions sentiments, especially aiter tbey 
bave been some timo stagnant, is a fact proved 
by hìstory and cxperience ; and if any fartber 
evidence were reqnired to establisb, beyond ali 
doubt, tbat tbose movements bave been proda- 
ced and prolonged in minds wbere tbere was no 
deep feeling of divine responsibility, I sbould 
refer, witb the ntmost conndence, to tbe annals 
of tbe Common wealtb, and to the lives of those 
indìvidnals wbo fignred most prominently du- 
ring ìts tronbled events. 

On tbis head, the Memoirs written by Mrs 
Hutcbinson are invaluable ; for, as she herself 
belonged to tbe religions party, ber evidence 
cannot be impeacbed, wbile, as a woman, she 
marked witb a penetratìng eye tbe bypoGrisy 
and decelt wbidi prevailed among the godly 
«uromid, ber, Some of ber mdiyidiial pictwres 
z2 
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of this kittd are very «triklng ; bui althongh 
drawn by a Jady of rank aad accomplishtnentSy 
the colouring is too strongfor the more delicate ' 
eye of modem times. I tdlude to the character 
of Sìr John Geli, and other officers who figored 
in Nottinghamshìre and the neighbouring coun- 
ties. But a few hypecriteg, I admit, must not 
be held sufficient to justify suspicion against a 
whcde body of professor». She informs us, how- 
ever, that the qffectatìon of religion was very 
general, and that, when Puritanism grew into a 
faction, men and women distinguìahed them- 
selves by habits, lookg, and words, without ei- 
ther relinquishing vanity or embracing real so- 
briety ; imd she adds, that the qnickness with 
which they forsook those things, when they faad 
gaìned their purpose by thero, ^^ showed that 
they never took them up for conscience." Sueh 
professions, she remarks, << gilded not a tempie 
of grace, bnt a tomb, which only held the car- 
cass of religion." As to the term Roundhead, it 
was, she maintained, yery ili applied to ber bus- 
band, << who, having natnrally a very fine thick- 
set head of hair, kept it clean and handsome, so 
that it was a great oniament to him ; although 
the godly of those days, when he embraced tlieir 
party, would not allow him to he religious, be- 
cause his hair was not in theìr cut, nor his words 
in their phrase, nor such little formalittes alto- 
gether fitted to their humour, who were, many 
of them, so weak as to esteem rather for these 
insignìficant circumstances than for solid wis- 
dom, piety, and courage." I bave abready quo- 
ted ber observation relative to the decay of piety 
^mmediately ^ter the d9a((h ^ (Mv^r, Th^ 
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court; af Richard^ sheassures as, was full of sin 
and vanity, which was the more abomìnable be- 
cause tliey had noi quUe cast away the name of 
God. Nay, she acknowledges, in words already 
placed before the reader^ that ^* tnie rdigion 
was now almost lost even among the relieious 
party, and hypocrisy become an epidemical dis- 
ease.*' 

It is not) therefore^ either uncaBdid or unrea- 
sonable to conclude, that relìgion was a mere 
fashion with the greater part of the puritanical 
adherentsoftheCromwelliangOTeniment. They 
took it up for a purpose, and they latd it down 
when the purpose was accomplished. Nor will 
the same remarks be found inapplicable to the 
Protector himself. He prayed and preached as 
long as the fanatical spirit continued alive> either 
in Sie Parliament or the army ; bnt bis object 
was at length discovered by both these classes 
of men, bis arts were exposed, and ali who were 
honest» whether among swordsmen or senato», 
deserted bis ranks, and formed a party agunst 
bim. On one occasion, ah*eady mentioned, the 
latter remarked, that << they doubted not, as the 
common practice of the man had been, that the 
name of God and relìgion, and formai fasts and 
prayers, would be made use of to colour over the 
blackness of the fact," namely, the yiolent dis- 
solution of the House of Commons. That he 
did actually empioy means to impose upon the 
more simple of the ssealots, is asserted by ali the 
bistorians of the period. To men of this stamp, 
says Bumet, he was wont to enter into the terms 
of their old equality, shutting the door and ma- 
king them sit oown oovered by him, to let them 
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see how little tie vaAoed those ditrtaircegtlmt^Mr 
form's sake, he was bomid to'keep up wttli otbers. 
These discourses commonly ended in a long 
prayer. Thns, wiiii mucli ado, he managed tbe 
republican enthnsiasts ; the other repnblicans, 
the mere lovers of civil liberty, he called the 
heathen, and confessed he could not so easily 
work upon them.* 

Biit when bis dupes, at lei^h, perceired that 
bis condnct and bis assurances were ntterly in« 
consistente they conld not refrain from snspect-* 
ing bis sincerity. In truth, Cromwell bimself, 
towards the dose of life, badlost ali confidence 
in bis spiritual condition« He looked back with 
some comfort to that earlier and more innocent 
period when bis entbnsiasm reconciled to bis 
conscience the motires eren of the most ambi- 
gaons of bis actions ; and it was only upon bein^ 
assured by bis chaplain that a man once in a state 
of grace could never relapse into a state of mor« 
tal sin, that he could look upon death witb com* 
posure. The feeling that ne was '* safe'* was 
founded upon an abstract theory of dogmatic 
tbeology» and not upon the consciousness that 
bis befief and practice exhibited any degree of 
concord. He teli a yictim to the aeceitfiil re- 
s^onses of a most fallacious oracle ; he reposed 
bis hopes on the authority of a system whicn the 
more mtelligent of its supporters acknowledge 
was neyer meant for practical purposes ; and 
tbus, if he did not die witb a lie on nis tongue, 
he unquestionably left the world, if he beliered 
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what was (old him, with a ialae and mo6( dan- 
gerous ìmpression on his heart 

From the extraragance of Gromwell'8 chap- 
lains we may at once form an estimate of the 
kind of devotion which was nsnally practised 
vithin the walls of the palace, and arriTe at a 
£dr conclusion respecting the doctrine which was 
mo8t acceptable to ita inmates. A certain ultra- 
Calrinism afibrded to the divines of those nn- 
happy days an opportnnity for exercising their 
metaphysics on the mostsacred subjects ; in the 
eonrse of which discossions, they generally oon- 
triyed to dissolve ali connexion between the 
condnct and the hopes of the human being, and 
to resthis character and destination on the secret 
decrees of his Maker. The Protector, it is trae» 
did not form the theological system of his age» 
nor perhaps nnderstand it in its fidi import and 
hearing; buthe unquestionably gave encourage- 
ment to the most dangerous specolations on ali 
points of doctrine, and countenanced the great- 
est abuses in extemal worship. Christianity, in 
short, sustained a violent attack from the heroes 
of the Commonwealth ; and, in reyiewing their 
condnct, every candid reader must acknowledge 
that the sincerity of their intentìons, when they 
were sincere, makes but a snudi compensation 
for the absurdityof their opinions,and uie coarse 
buffoonery of their manner, in the exercise of its 
most solemn dutìes. 

It is a melancholy truth, that the human mind 
is never more grieyously deceived than in the 
discharge of religious obligations in ali cases 
where the conscience is ìnflnenced by habit, by 
fashion, or by a mere regard to established usages. 
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Whtn Qaeèa Hearie^te Maiìa ArsA isame over 
to England, she praaoviioedtluHt the «ubjeote of 
ker InuiVand IumI no rdi^<m at ali ; aad Ber (»)i- 
nicm restednpoB tliis particokrcìiXMiaMttaiioe that 
&e Protestasat rìtuaf doea not demand those fre- 
cpent abd regidsted acts of devotion whk^, ia 
iUms&a Catholìc ooantrìosy are assoeiated witk 
eertaìn howpu of tlie day and evem. of the night. 
To snpply her Majesty and her female attend- 
ante -witii a fcmn, wldch migàt at {»ioe indnìgci 
ikéiT piouis prap^isittes, aad avoid 1^ scandal 
of popery in his «ourt, the King enqnired of 
Bishop Juxon, ii4iether he eonld not select from 
Ihe re^ormed litnrgies enck a manual as would 
answ^r the t^o piirposes jnst eitated. Henrietta 
had identified religion with her perìodicai gè- 
m^essens, and with a deoent repetition of the 
anthoriaed àddresses to Heaven and to ali the 
Powers therein. Oromwell and his Independ* 
ents» meanwhile, dedared t^t the Queen and 
her ladies had neitJier ^i1^ nor worship to re^ 
oommend their chnrdi. The tme nature of re- 
ligion, as it e^dsted in his mind, was manifested 
by long esttemporaneons àddresses, in the way 
of prayers and sermons, pronounced in a han?^ 
or at the head of a regiment ; the meanhig of 
whioh no human inteHect conld comprehend, and 
which, generaQy speaAdng, were most nsefìil 
when they were least nnderstood. 

The religion of Oliver, however, to'dent and 
spiritnal as it was, proved perfectly compatible 
with his intention to deceive and murder hM 
sovereign ; while the devotions of her Majesty, 
ìf Bishop Warbmton is to he beliered, did not 
prevent her from practiiing against his sacred 
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fenon «nd Iuhioiuv a heavy treason of a differr 
ent kind. So little reliance is to be placed npoa 
the external indications of piety ! Nay, so in* 
consistent a creature ìs man, that experience 
has tanght the ^uwerning to be suspicious of 
those who carry iuuch of their religion on 
the o^tside of their characters. Among th^ 
Turks it is a maxim of prudence '< nerer to 
trust a brother who has made the pilgrìmage to 
Mecca ;" and thisjpractical wisdom of the Mos* 
lem wiU not be hastily called hi question by 
auch Christians agi have had daUy mtercourse 
with that class of men, who appeal every hoiir 
to the omniscienoe of heaven, aad to the testi- 
mony of their own conscience.* 

Viewing the matter more dosely in reference 
to Cromwell, it is difficult to believe thàt a truly 
pious man could haye committed the cmelties 
of which he was guiltv. On ali oceasions, in- 
deed, he set very little value on human lìfe. 
His maseacres in Ireland hare left an indelible 
stain upon his reputation; but the slaughter 
which he conmiitted in cold blood on his unfor- 
tunate prisoners, did not display his indìfference 
for the souis and bodìes of human beings more 
decidedly than his practice of sending thousands 

* The slang of the puritaiw, which in som* inttanois 
was eqnally offensÌTe to taste and to honesty, gaye riae, 
as extremes produce each other, to much of the profanity 
which disgraced the language of the caraliers. Mrs 
Hntchinson, when interoedinf^ fot her huaband, said to a 
man in power, immediatdy after the Realoraliony << I 
pray lei my friende hut doe their endeaTOun forme» and 
then leC it he as God will." He^ sauling at her» xepUed, 
" It ianot nm 09 God wiBf ìnU at W€ mlL"mmyoL li 
p,«81. 
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to the oolonies as slares.* No concem for tlieir 
spiritaal interests seems ever to have touched 
bis feelings. It was his mie to take ali towns 
by storm, rather than lose time by a tedious 
siege ; regardless alike of the bloodshed whìch 
necessarily folìowed such a determination, and 
of the fate of those immortai beings who were 
thereby sent iato eternity. As a mere soldìer, 
his pian was perhaps the better one ; and the 
success which attended his arms, may be addu- 
ced to prove that his judgment was as sound as 
his nerves were strong, But our credulity is 
insulted when we are required to belièye that a 
commander, who layished the lives of mén, in 
cases where a capitulat ion might bave saved them, 
waSy in his usuai habits of thought, influenced 
hj a pious regard to the everlasting welfare of 
bis fellow-creatures. Our indignation, too, is 
inflamed when we read the insincere dispatches 
of Cromwell after his most sanguinary exploits. 
At Bristol, for example, where he had prevailed 

* The sufferings of Ireland stand on a record which can- 
not be questioned. A letter fìv>m the oommisaioners of 
that country, Fleetwood, Ludlow, Corbet, and Jones, 
dated at DubUn, 22d of July, 1653, and laid before Par- 

liament in the followingmontli, states as folloV^: << Of 

the enemy, 20,000 lately traiuported, and about 7000 
now trancjpoTting into foréign nations ; many counties un 
withont inhabitants, and the wh<de country miserably 
wasted and destroyed." 

It is well known, too, that Cromwell ordered a thou- 
sand young women to be Impressed in Ireland, and sent 
to one of the West Indhi Islands, of which he was deal, 
nms to extend the population. He shipped a greater num- 
ber firom the port of London ; but the latter, it ts pre- 
sumed, were dther conTlcts or yoluntMrs. 
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iipom FVtirfaat to assault tlie fbrtiilcationfl, tie 
writes to the Pftrliament that <« faith and prayer 
had obtained the city fot tbem." The battle of 
Ihitibar, in like tnanner, he assnred his masters, 
iras won by the " power of believing, whioh b 
the gift of God;* 

His constaiit hypocrìs^, too, in the ordinary 
affairs of life, jnstifies, in some degree, the sns<- 
picion that he was net sincere in his religions 

Erof^sions. << If crafi be wisdom, and dissimu- 
ttion irit-MMsisted with and improved by hy- 
pocrisies tod peijitries-^-I must not deny him 
to have been singular in both ; bnt so fross wbs 
the manner in which he made use of thein, that 
as no wise men onght to bave believed him at 
flrst, so no man was fool enough to believe him 
at last t Neither did any man seem to do it but 
th'ose who thought thergained as much by their 
dissembling as he did by his. His very actings 
of godliness grew at last as ridiculous as if a 
player, by putting on a gown, shonld think he 
represented excellently a woman, though his 
beard at the same time were seen by ali the 
gpectators. If you ask me why they did not 
hiss and esplode him off the stage, I can only 
answer that they dnrst not do so, becanse the 
actors and doorkeepers were too strong for the 
company. I must confess, that by these arts» 




even diabolica!,) he had the good fortune to 
atlain his ends : Bnt it was because his onda 
were so nnreasenable that no human wisdom 
could foresee tì^emp which made them whp had 
▼Qii. n. Sa 
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to do widi iiiffl M^ve that he wti» rather a 
well^meaning and deluded bìgot, than a crafty 
and imdiciGtts ixnpostor."* 

It Ì8 a curions fact, thiat Cromwell gaìnod 
, ground by never appearing te move. At ev ery 
stage of bis progress be seemed, to tbose aroimd 
bim to bave already reacbed tbe higbest point 
for wbicb eitber bis talents or bis ambkion fiU- 
ted bim. . By otbers» it was. obseiy^d, tbat be 
was ittcessantly creeping on, and t^at be coiild 
not be stopped ; but assnredly * be attiùoed bis 
b%best elevatlon owing to tbe absence of aU 
sumicion tbat be bàd ever raised bis eyei; so 
bigb. 

, it bas been remai^ked^ moreover^ by ali bia 
biograpbers, tbat be bad an unliinited command 
of tearsy and that be eould weep or pray at tbe 
;sbortest notice. << Had not bis Higbness bad a 
fa^ialty to be fluent in bis tears, and eloquent in 
bis execrations^-^Kad be not had spmgy eyes 
^da fiupple co];LS€Ìence-Tr andbesides, todo witb 
jpeóple of ^eat faitb but little wit — bis coorage 
and tbe n^tt of bis nioral viitues bad never 
been able so far to advance bini out of thè road 
of justice. He b^tb indeed found that in god- 
lìness there is great gain; and tbat preaching 
and praying wéll naanaged will obtain otber 
kingdoms aB well as tbat of Heaven. His in- 
deed bave been pious arms, for he hath con- 
quered most by prayers and tears."f 
. Tbe anecdpte preserved in tbe Kfe of Waller, 
wbo througb bis mother's family was related to 

i • CowU9*« Diflfioiine on Oliver Cromw^ 
t KiUlpg no Murder. 
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CrQmwell, is sufficiently characterìstic of the 
mati, and béars upon the poiiit now under con* 
sideration. The poet states, that he fóund the 
Protector tolerabiy verséd in ancient history ; 
and adda, that when any of his énthiuHafltìc 
friend^ carne to advise or consnlt him, he could 
sometimes oref hear him discoursihg in the cant 
of the times ; bnt Vhen he retamed he wonld 
saty, << Consin Waller, / mwt talk to Aese meH> 
m their own wayy' and immediately resnmoàfaift 
ordinary style of conversation. ' : ' 
, An impression unfavo^able lo Crómweirs 
religious honesty was mside ilpdn my miod by 
a perasal of bis corre^pondeno» ìrith the ntim- 
sters of £dinbttrghy aipter tbey h^ tallii refdge 
in the casde. In reply to fajs, iaYitàtioti to re- 
sume thei^ diittes, they^hint j^ the dai^ers wilk 
wliich they were menaced by bis preaohiog cui- 
ras8Ìers ; but add, tbat in tneir Master s càuse, 
they were ready to spend and be,speat> to en«- 
counter ali hascarda, aiid endiire ali p}4vatioBS.. 
In hts Iettar to the goyeroo^/the sfictaruui Ge- 
neral allades to the ap<dogy xas^giA by the der* 
gymen, and manrels at their hesitation to risk 
any thing in their Master's caose^ asth^caU U* 
The sneer which is conveyed in the last worda, 
indicates with snfficient deamess the tone of 
mind in which he wrote bis rejoinder. He be- 
lieved the ministers to he insincere, and some- 
what diisposed to cant withal ; and accordingly, 
with the sarcastic bittérness in which one 
s windler exposes the fraùd of anot&er, he threw 
their pions phraseology back in their teeth. No 
professor of the profound arts of hypocrisy smd 
dissimnlation is pleased to find himself assailed 



\rith bis owD'we&poàs : and it k more dian prò- 
bable^ that if Cromwell fatmself had been a sin- 
oere Cliristiaiiy he would not have taunted tlie 
minkters of Edinburgh vith tho uge of ma ex- 
prestion wbich can be at no tiaie uninteUigible 
or in^roper* 

Bnt it has been decided by the mi^ority of 
imtìterBy in tbese lattar days, that the Protector 
eamed ìmmortal repatation by the tolerant spi- 
rit ef bis goyemment towards ali classes of 
Christians. This eulogy, howerer, whìch had 
nò foundation in fact^ is eontradicted by the his- 
tory of bis administration from first to last. He 
infiicted iipon the Roman Catholtcs and Episco- 
palians rery serere fines and confiscations ; he 
declared that he would not permit any Presby- 
teriMi to bave a seat in bis Parliament ; and he 
finally prohib jted every clergyman of the church 
of England, who could be accused of attachment 
to the royal family, from perfonning any of the 
duties of bis office, and eren from teacbing chil* 
dren to read. No person who had been ejected 
fbr delinqnency or scandal wag, after the Ist of 
January, 1665, to be allowed to preach in any 
public place, or at any private meeting of any 
other persons than those of bis own family, nor 
to administer baptism, or the Lord's supper, nor 
to marry any person, nor to use the Book of 
Common Prayer, or the forms of prayer therein 
contained, upon pain of bemgproceeded against 
according to the order of bis Hìghness.* 

* " I went to London Vhen Dr Wlldpreached the fu- 
neral sermon of preaching, this being the last day ; after 
which CromweU's proclamation was to take phice, that 
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The cekhrated Usher, who wbs uiidersteHid 
to hare great influence witb tW Pj^^òteetor, was 
solicited by tbe Episcopal d^gy to interoedb 
for theniy that they *^ mi^ht bave tbe freedom 
of serving God in thetr private cofagnce^kmÉt 
(since tbey were not penaitted me poljic 
churches) according to the litm^gy of the €hur«Ii 
of Eogland ; and that neither the minkters nor 
those who frequented that serrice should any 
more he hindered or dìstorbed by the soldiers. ' 
CromweQ at first gave a pronodse that the Epis* 
<»>paliaDS should not he molested, provided they 
meddled not with aiiy matters relating to hi» 
goyenunent ; but after wards, bavìng better cón- 
BÌdered of it, and advised with bis coancil> he 
i*esolved ** not to grant liberty of conscience to 
those sort of men whò are reàtless and implac»- 
ble enemies to bim." Usher was not less grie- 
ved than disappointed. ** This false man, ' he 
exclaimed, " hatb broken bis word with me, and 
refuses to perform what he promised : Well, he 
will bave little cause tò glory in bis wickedness, 
for he will not continae long ; the King will 
return ; thoi^h I sball not live to see it, you 
may ; the govertiment bóth in church and state 
is in confusion."* 

none of the church of England nhould dare either to preach 
or administer sacraments, teach schools, &c. on pain of im* 
prisonment or exile. So this was the mournfunest day 
that in my life I had seen, or the church of EngUmd ber- 
seLf sfaiee the Reformation ; to the great rc^oici^g both of 
Papist and Presbyter. So patbetic was his disc^urse,. 
that it drew many tears from the auditory.' The Lord 
Jesns pityonr distressed church, and bring back the cap- 
tivity of Zlon !** — Evelyn's MemoirSi voi. ii. pp. 107, 108. 
♦ Panr 8 Lif« of Uaher, p. 75. 
2a3 
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It is in vain to reply, in defence of Oliver, 
tbat h^ persecuted the Roman Catliolics and 
Episcopalians for theìr politicai principles, not 
for tbeir religious tenets ; because the proper 
punishment of politicai delinquency is politicai 
privatìon, ejectment from office, and disability 
of preferment. To prohibit men from worship- 
ing God in a private congregation, is intolerance 
in the highest degree; and to visit upon the 
conscience an error of jndgment in regard to 
civil policy, proves that the author of such a 
measure is equally destitute of enlarged views 
às a niler, and of Christian principles as a belie- 
ver in the gospel. But Cromwell, I admit, is not 
to be condemned for being ignorant of the duty 
and of the advantages of religious toleration, 
Such liberality was altogether unknown to bis 
age ; and it is only from the circumstance that 
the Independents, to whom he joined himself, 
rejected the principle of an established church, 
properly so called, that bis party carried witli 
it an air of greater freedom than belonged 
to the other great bodies, whose constitution 
and whose aims were different. In measuring 
the extent of theProtector's tolerance, however, 
let it not be forge tten, that the sects whom he 
excluded from power and placed under the ban 
of the law, constituted a largo majority of the 
Énglish people, the most intelligente too> and 
the most opulent. 

It is very probable, however, that the laws 
were not execnted with mnch severìty; for 
when he began to fix bis eyes steadily on the 
crown, he is said to bave meditated a church 
establìshiuent of a mare regalar fona thiiB the 
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Independent model would adinit> and from whicli 
iis g'oremment might receive some snpport. 
Cromweil is reported to bave remarked to Wil- 
kins, a clergyman who married Ws sister, that 
no civil polity could bave a sure foundation 
vithont a natìonal church which adhered to it ; 
and tbsit be tbougbt the people of England were 
éapable of no constitution bnt Episcopacy. To 
tbis Wilkins bàd no doubt bnt tbe Protector 
Wonld bare tnmed, as soon as tbe design of bis 
kingsbip was settled.* 

It does not appear tbat Oliver bad allowed 
bis mind to be infected witb tbe absurdities of 
tbe Piftb-monarcby men, of wbom Harrison and 
some otber oflScers were tbe patrons. Cromweil 
bad indeed too mncb sense to expeét tbat tbe Eng- 
lisb tbrone was about to be occupied by a divine 
person. He did not, it is true, undeceive tbem 
in regard to tbe preparàtions wbicb be was snp- 
posed to be making for tbat snpematuràl event ; 
but at lengtb one of tbe military cbiefs, sns- 
pecting tbat tbe Protector was making arrange- 
ments for bis own eleration, remarked to tbe 
credulous Millennarians, tbat <' if Cbrist did not 
come before Cbristmas, be would be too late."f 

♦ Bimiet's Own Times, voi. i. p. 110. 

f In the " Connection of Sacred and Profane History,'* 
I have endeavoured to ex];dain the origin of the expecta- 
tion now mentloned, and to account for the embarrass- 
ments, both prophetical and chronological, in which it 
involved the early Fathers of the Christian Chnrch. It 
ìd worthy of observation, that when, from whatever caote^ 
any religious excitement is produoed in the public mbid, 
the Jewish notion of a millenniom is instantly reyiyed ; 
and the same hopes, the same reasonings» the same follies, 
and the same disappointments, take th«ir wonted TOVJiàf 
and QwvjfY m^uiìim for a leMon. -~^ 
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Gousidering the yerj absard and fanatical 
sort of peirsons Cramwell had io deal with, some 
ailowance must be made for liis cantÌB^, %t least 
in the way of business. The followinij letter 
from Mr Walter Cradock to the Lord-ueneraly 
will be a sufficient specimen of the style adopt- 
ed at that period in religious correspo tdence. 
'< My heart is readie to burst ofit in the ìFeeke^ 
not with jealousies, swelliags, suspitiuns, or 
uuerulousness,as perhaps you maybe temptedto. 
think, but with a flood of affections, a g*hijudg- 
tion of love, joy> delight, and earnest desire to 
salute you with a few uofeigned lines ; ali which, 
by three or four considerations — or, it may be, 
temptations-r-are dam*d up, as having no vent, 
but in prayer and praises, which sometimes I 
make my business in a ditch, wood, or under a 
hay-mow, in your behalfe. I pray believe not 
any that shall say that you are lesse belovéd, ho- 
noured> or remembered by the Welsh saints than 
ever you were, or any man is. Jiet not, I be- 
seech you, your catholique projeets (though 
otherwise fnndamentally good^ seem to excnse 
your conscience for letting slip any particular 
present opportunity to serve the leaet saint. 
That renowned auncient saint, Mr Rice Wil- 
liams of Newport, being one who hath served 
the state in many places, but notgainedapeniiy 
therefrom, is pitched upon by the saints nere a" 
year agoe for that place of registering deeds ; 
your favourable assbtance is much desired there* 
iQ by the godly of this country, in whose names 
I salute you in the Lord." 

Even one of bis generali conld write in the 
same stjr^in. H^rrtspn; remarkabl^ for hi9 ^^ 
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fedation in dress and love of show, and wbo, be-^ 
sides, by mèans not known to ali the world, had 
accumulated L.2000 a-year, addressed Orom- 
vreH when at the head of the army in Scollando 
in these terms : — " My Lord, be careful forno-» 
thing) bnt pray with thanksgivinff, to wit, in 
faith. Let waiting npon Jehovah be the great« 
est and most consioerable business yen bare 
every daie ; reckon it soe, more than to eate, 
sleep, or counsell togetber. Run aside some- 
timés from yonr company and get a word with 
the Lord. Wby should yon not bave tbree or 
four pretious soules alwaies standing at yonr 
elbow, with whom you might now and then tum 
into a corner ? I bave found refreshment and 
mercy in snch a way."* 

It is clear, tberefore, that as far as the cant 
and affectation of religion were concerned^ 

* There is an amusing letter from Mrs Mary Nethe- 
Tray, to the Lord General Cromwell, but it is too long 
for insertion. She begins, ** Dearond Honnored Sur in 
tlie Lord ; Having travelled with the pepel of God in 
spretual labore, and hayeiag now bine a letel refreshed 
with God's renewed power and. presenta amongs the gold- 
en candelsticks, I liaye med bould to writ this few lynes 
to you, wherin I desir to bless God for his marsy to your 
poore soule, that was so much compast about with gret 
temtations. This is one thitig I desir of you, to demo- 
liflh thos monstres wich arr set np as ornamenta in PriTy 
garden. Truly, Sur, we stand on the sea of glase : O 
that we may have the harps of God in our hands, and may 
be in readiaess when our Lord shall apear, for his apear- 
ing is near. Blessed is he that is sealed, and hath oyle in 
his vessel. Remember me to dere Mr Cradocli:. I did 
hope he wonld have endeavoured to oTerthrow thous 
cursed monster before this," &c. ke* 
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CromWeiroiily yiélded to the bad 'taste òf his 
tìimes, and that, even in point of insincerity, he 
was probably equalled by thonsftnds, who were 
not exposed to the sanie temptation to concéal 
theìr real sentiments. Even the ileader of ban- 
ditti is not always the greatest villain in the 
gang ; but he must occasionally consènt to 
humour the most bloodthirsty rascia whom 
he eondncts thron^ the.forest, use his vnl-> 
gar slang, and evei^ endeorpur to Arow over 
their atroeious manner of life the yeil of gè- 
nerous reve^ge or of noble entérprise. In 
such a position did the Proteetor frequently 
find himself at the head of hÌ9,fìuaaiical trbopv^, 
and even in his conncil of offieers; He talked 
with dMm in tiieir own way, outwitted them ^ 
with their own argnments, defeated them witli 
their weapons ; and when he met with a sensi-, 
ble man, like his oonsin WaUer, he spoke of 
human alhirs in the prdinary language of cod- 
versation, and smiled at the dupery which he 
found it convenient to use. He spent his latter 
days, accordingly, in the Constant practice of 
hypocrisy and dfissimnlation ; he inilicted an 
outrage upon his own conscience, deceit upon ali 
around him, and a serious injury on the inte- 
rests of relìgion. Yet there is reason to sus- 
pect, that although he treated Goodwin and his 
fratentity as artfìil nnrses treat children, or as 
certain idoh4;ors demean themsehrès towards 
the images of t^eir gods in the hour of danger, 
he, nevei-theless, occasionally opened his mind 
to their most pemicious errors, and even sunk 
under the superstitious fears which they thought 
it their duty to excite. 

V. As to the general spirit of CromweIl*s go- 
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Tenunenl^ and the ojpiBion which has been en- 
tertained of his vie W8 and cbaracter, it is not now 
necessaiy to enter into minute enqniries. Witk 
whatever disgust or indiffnation erery ingenuomi 
mindtnay h&xè cont^n^ated the sncceasfol vil- 
laiiiy of thiB extraordinary person, it haa been 
found knpòsàble to witl^ld fiiom bis tmcom-, 
meni àbiHties a degree ef admiration* The world 
.has givdti Ibe trìbate of «Mlonae to the bold- 
ness with which he plamiei^ aad the steady re* 
flolntHìn vith' which he exeààeà his meMures; 
to the dejLtenty wiA which he anrà^ed himself 
of àie AiBttiostty and.jealoiisy which prenuled 
amotig Ae dìffimnt pwtiea ; to.the penetnition 
with which he diseòvered the fbibies of bis own 
partisans ; and to the artful pblicy by which he 
rendered them the dnpes of tbeir iipm ioterest- 
ed views. His gitnation, in the earlier part of 
hit career^ admittéd of no regalar system of 
iiper ations» but required such immediate exer« 
tions as were suggeated at the moment by erery 
particnlar occasion ; and in these he seldom was 
guilty of any o.versight, or let slip any oppor- 
tunitv to fhrtber bis designs. The cbaracter- 
istical and tikwt prominent feature of his cha- 
racter was decision. Placed on a new ground, 
and frequently on the brìnk of a precipice, with- 
oat any beaten path to direct him> he never he- 
sitated in choosing his course ; and in the pur- 
suit of his objects, excM^t the last and the high* 
eat, he rardy n\ade a false stop, or met with. any 
considerale disàppointment.* 

r * For 80ttiQ goed remarks on the churacter of Cfom- 
r¥éù, see HistarioU Yiew of Evglish. GoTertunent, toL Hi. 
p. 3^3, fuid 1^ Brodie'a Hivt^ry of the Brìtish Empire. 
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The high toae, toc, whiob he maintahied in his 
iBtercoiirse with foreign nations, has had great 
inflaenoe in redeeming hià character among 
Englishmen of succeeding times. His obliga- 
tions to the Long Farliament hare not been 
flufficiently taken intOiAccoont ; and he has, ae- 
cordingly, had the credit of gaining, by his arms 
or counselsy the commanding position nrhìdi he 
oocnpied at the beginning of his Protectorate. 
Again, as he had ceased ta he a repnblican, the 
royalists praised his wisdom'in discoTering the 
necessity of a return to the principles or thè 
ancient goremment* ESren l^e fìmatics, whóm 
he disappointed and ridicnled, pèrmitted them- 
selres to believe, that^ had he lired lònger/he 
wonld certainly bave foìfilléd tlie* designs of 
Providence» and opened a wide path forthe ad- 
vancement of the saints to perpetuai power. 
Above ali, the unhaj^y politics of the subseqfuent 
reìgn afforded a contrast favonrable to the vi- 
gorous administratìbn of Cromwell ; a^d hence 
his reputation has reached oar days throngh an 
advantageous medium, and has even derired an 
increase of splendour irom -cu*cnmstances not 
essentially connected with hi$ actions or ulti* 
mate purposes. 

As long as he lived, there was a strong party 
who conld not but hold him up to execration 
and contempt ; those men, ntmiely, with whom 
he began his conrse as a railer against abuses, 
and an avowed friend of liberty. For the salce 
of a little temporary and most precarions power, 
he scmpled not to sacrifice his principles, and be« 
tray his friends» Vane, Bradshaw, Ludlow» Scot, 
Rieh, Harrison, and Lambert, had the mortifip 
cation to see the same person, who; in the eom* 
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pany of Pym and Hambdeti, had formed thè 
resolution of leaving his native country rather 
than submit to the usurpations of the crown, 
Bot only givo the lie to ali his professions ; but 
even after having pnt the King to death for 
tyranny, to come forward to public view as one 
of the most notorious tyrants and usurperà that 
the world ever beheld. 

It cannot have escaped the reader, that at 
the very highest pitch of his power, Crómwell 
never had on h^s side more than a snudi frac- 
tion of the nation. He had, in ^t, realized 
the hypothotical condition suggested in his con- 
yersation with CSalamy : he luid put the sword 
in the tenth man's band to govem the nìne. 
Nothing could prove the assertion now made 
moreunanswerably than the resalt of ali hi» 
Parliaments, He could not command a majo- 
rity in one of them by ali the arts, whether of 
violence, deceit, or flattery, to which he had 
successive recourse, . He was compelled, in or*. 
der to prevent the demolitìon of his govem- 
ment, to dissolve them ali. Even the Little 
Parliament, which proceeded, as it were, out of 
his own pocket, and consisted of such materials 
as his commanding spirit was the most likely to 
monld to his purpose, was fonnd so unmanage-* 
able, so resolute in promoting what they thought 
the interests of the public in opposition to those 
of their master, that he was obliged to snatch 
the reins of power out of their hands, and to 
denounce them to the world as a set of fanatical 
idìots. 

. The onpopnlarity of his government ìs equid- 
ly apparent in the necespity to which bQ wa» re- 

voi., If. 2 B ' 
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chiced of denying to ali state criminab (he be'» 
nefit of a jury. He eould not trust twdve ho- 
nest, independent Englishmea vith the co^« 
iance of any offeaee committed agamst himself 
orhis administratioB. On ali suph oeeasioiu»» 
he had recourse to a high court of justicQ» where 
the judges» appotnted by hìm$elf» w^e the sole 
jury, agaìnst whom no challeuge was adiaitted» 
and from whom theare was no aj^al ìm% to the 
Proteetor in councit^— the party most mterested 
In the cause, and consequently the most deai« 
Tons to ohtain a seutcoace of oond^HiiiatioB. 

The Joy attendiug the BestoratioBy iaauspi* 
deus as that event app^ured to discermiig 03^0» 
fìrom the very first» gave ampie proof that the 
goyemment of the Proteetor had never gained 
the hearts of the great mass of the peqple. The 
impression prodaoed by reUgìous reyer^ice waa 
obliterated; the expeotationof politicai improve^ 
ment had been deceired ; and nottuug oÉtaeti^» 
mained but the t^rror of musfceteera aod dra« 
gòons to keep the citizens of London rfom open 
rebellion. Hence, when Oliver diedy a load waa 
removed from the national mlnd. 

The steps by whioh Gromwell rose to power, 
eluded completely the observation of his cob«* 
temporaries, and bave rather been disoorered 
by the analysis of authora who bave written 
sìnce his time, than handed down in the annak 
of the Commonwealth. The estimate of bis ti^ 
lents,too,has been the result of reflectioa inlater 
times ; for those who acted wìth him, never >aw 
at once the fìlli extent of his plans,and couldnot, 
of course, appreciate the fitness of tka means 
which he empìoyed tp effsotUi loadi^r obj^ota^ 
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Periuips his originai designs were 1«8S pro^ 
found and extetisiTe tfaan tfaose whick specul»- 
tlre nièn bave been vont to ascribe to him ; 
«Rd the account of hk procedure as given in the 
keariiig of Burìboiie's Pariiament, may bave beea 
literally oorreot : << It batb been the way God 
Iwlh dealt with n» ali «long, to keep thingn 
§tom owr «jWj tkat we bave seen nothìngin di 
hk dkpensalkms long before-band*" In th» 
^int c3p rìèW, wé must return to the more n»* 
tttnd enppoeition fbrmerly dtated, that Oliver 
svailed himself o^ oontingenciea which he conld 
not ^9resee, and made use of ereats which he 
kad Uè power «o direct ; and hence, that he ex* 
ercifled loss sagaeìty, and m» chargeable witha 
Bmaller degree of meditated crime, than hit bk>» 
graphers irnvé been pleased to imagine. 

It haa often heea remai4ced, that most men 
who bave ràen to eminence, in Bcience, titer*» 
tare, or gov^Mnmi«nt, bave owed more to the 
partieviìor direnmutanoed in which they Ibnnd 
«hemselveflr pkoed tbnn to transcendent ability 
0r even to intense application. The tide in the 
afiairg of the human beìng which carries him on 
t9 fortune, frequently arises from an infloence 
M littie connected with his own genius or inten* 
tkms as tiie tide which moves the great ocean s 
and nerer did the bistory of any man illustrate 
the statement now made, in a manner so stri* 
king and instmctive, as the early life of Crom* 
well compared with the power to which he ac* 
toally attaittc<d, atid the objects which he might 
bare accomplìsbed. His orìgin, which was try 
no means ffplendid, and bk lalents, which were 
.eei^tftifdy itot tff thè first cvdèr, fuf^ikh-us, wbslè 
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we review Iiìs biogprapliy, with the inateriais for 
forming a contrast betweeii wbat he was and 
wliat he achieved, rather than with the meails 
of explaining how such a man should bave risen 
to the beigbt of supreme authority, in a naUon 
pecoliarly jealons of indÌTÌdual control, and, at 
that perìoa especìally, dUtinguished by an nn- 
usual degree of vigour and independence in ali 
dasses of the community. By taking the lead 
in the wildest excesses of anarchy, he at length 
obtained the direction of the most daring mìnds. 
By tramplìng on the ancient laws of his coon- 
try, he acquired the credit and reverence of a 
lawgiver. By opposing his sovereign as the 
most uncompromising of rebels, he rai^ himself 
to the rank of a king ; and, in a word, althoogh 
he commenced his career by the most frantie 
outrages, he had the good luck to terminate it 
io the repose of a settled govemment. 
r Bttt thus it over is in most things wherein 
one man chances to find a name and a memorial 
above his fellows. The g^iius and labours of 
many generations bave been employed in col- 
lecting the materials, and in constructing the 
machine, which some happy mechanist is aesti* 
ned to put in motion, and apply to the most va- 
luable purposes ; and when the time has arrived, 
and ali the conditions are fulfilled, he has only to 
put forth his band, when, behold I the wheels 
Begin to revolve as it were of their own accord, 
and to realize ali the hopes which were eyer en- 
tertained by the most sanguine projector. To 
the philosopher, to the statesman, and even 
sometimes to the warrior, one day is as a thou* 
sand years, mi a thousnad years «re as on^ 
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4ay.; and noUung is more cei^tain tlian that, ìii 
rfsgard to the most splendìd prizes which crow^ 
the ambitìon of man in this lower world, the 
j;aoe is net alwfiys to the swift, nor the battio to 
$ke atrong. 

The great art of attaining success, in ali com- 
potions excitedby politicai or religious change^ 
ia fomid^d on the knowledge of character^ and 
OQ the talent of directing to a particular object 
the pasaions of the multitude, and the ambition 
of their more active leaders. By this mastery 
over the feeling» and designa of bis contempo- 
raries, Cromwell, there is no doubt, acquired 
ibe means of accomplishing the most arduous 
parta of bis undertaking. He thereby broke 
the power of the Farliament from whom he firat 
desived bis authority ; wielded the mighty ìuf 
fluence arising from religious sentiment ; and, 
fimdly, induoed the majority of a democratica! 
government to accede to bis deaìre of aacending 
the throuey aa the avpwed monarcb of three 
lùiigdinoa wbicb he l\ad in effect subdued.* 

* " I have often observed, with ali submission and re« 
siguation of spirit to the inscrutable mysterìes of Eternai 
Providence, that when the fulness and maturìty of time 
is come that produces the greatest confusiona and changes 
In the world, it nsually pleases God to make it appear, by 
Ae uanner of them, that they are not the effects of hu«- 
w»m f<nroo «nd policy, but of the divine j astice and pre- 
deBtination ; and though we. see a man like that which 
we cali a Jack of the clock-house, striking as it were the 
hour of that fulness of time, yet our reason must needs 
be conyinced, that the band is moyed by some secret, and, 
to US who ttand without, invisible direction. And the 
etream ^ «he eorrent !• then so vioient, that the strong- 
i la tlM woil4 «aaaoidvRW «p «g^^iut i^ and none 

2b2 
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' Of Cromwell, it may be said, that he Wfw rà- 
tlier a remarkable man tban a grcat one, «nd 
tbat the story of bis life excites in the mind of 
the reader more of surprise than of admirafcion. 
The elements of true greatness wefe deficient 
in bis character : he wanted especially self-de- 
nial, slncerity, and gratitude. He was even 
destitute of that sensibility, or delicacy of feel- 
ing, without whidi no man can attain tne hìgher 
degrees of excellence. The mere circnmstance, 
for example, trifling as it may appear, of hi» oc- 
cupying at Whitehall one of the King's beds, 
while bis Majesty was under the hands of bis 
jailor in the Isle of Wight, argaes a base spirìt ; 
and the disgast which arises n'om tbis contrast 
ìs not a little increased when we are told, that 
while in possession of the rovai bedchamber, 
and even reclining on the couch, he gave audi- 
ences to the prìncipal persons in the republican 
govemment. 

It is indeed mortifying to human pride to re- 
ilect how mean and wortbless, on many occa- 
sions, are the individuais who start np from 
obscure life to seize the loftiest and most com- 
manding positions in society. In the case of 
Cromwell, howeyer, we see qualities which were 
adapted exclusively to the period in which he 
]ived, and which, at any otner time, by being 
confined to a very limited rango, conld not bave 
produced any deep or permanent impression on 

ai*e so weak bui they may sail down with it. These are 
the spring-tides of public affÌEun, which we see ofien hap. 
pen, but seelc in yain to dieoover any oertain eannib**— 
CowLET's JBsMiy on the GnvtnmaU ^ OUvtr OomweU^ 
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public affairs. Hig enthusiasm, and fanatical 
propensities, would, at a more tranquil epocb^ 
bave spent themselves on locai objects and do- 
mestic reformation. He might bave figured at 
a county meeting, or a bible society, and under 
the mask of bis naturai dissimulation, bave ac^ 
quired a cbaracter for zeal, patriotism, and in- 
dependence ; bnt in a peacefdl, settied perio^ 
aucb as tbat we bave supposed, bis abilitieg 
would not bave enabled bim to surmount tbe 
obstades tbat attacbed to bis condition in life» 
and to reacb any marked distinction in cìtìI or 
military pursuits. 

In comparing wbat Cromwell actnally accon»- 
]4isbed witb the means of whìch he was po&- 
seseedy no writer bas been more successful tbaa 
Gowley; wbo, in tbe disoourse already refer- 
red to, speaks of bim in tbe foUowing terms : — 
<' Wbat can be more extraordinary, tban tbat a 
person of mean birtb, no fortune, no emineìit 
qualitìes of body, wbich have sometimes, or of 
mittd, wbich bave often, raised men to the high- 
est digaities, should bave tbe conrage to attempt, 
and the happiness to succeed in, so improbable 
a des%n as the destruction of one of tbe most 
ancient and most solidiy founded monarcbies up- 
on eartb ; tbat be should bave tbe power or bold- 
ness to put bis prince and master to an open and 
infamons deatb ; to banisb tbat numerous and 
strongly-allied family ; to do ali tbis under the 
name and wages of a Parliament ; to trample np- 
on tbem, too, as he pleased, and spum them out 
of doors wben he grew weary of them ; to raise 
«p a new and unheard-of monster out pf their 
luihes ; to stifle tbat in die very infancy, and to 
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«at w kimadf above ali thinfs that ever vm^ 
eaUed soT&reign in Engluid ; to oppress ali ìbis 
«aemies by armsy and ali ìà» frìends afterwAi?dB 
by MTtifice; to «erve ali p^ies patiently £Qf 
«while» aad (o Dommand them. victoFioualy a$ 
iast; to eTeinm each cemer of the threena^ 
lioaa, and oyerciwie wUh equal ^Eudlity both tli« 
ndiefl of the south and the poverty of the north ; 
io be pleased and oourted by ali foreìgn priiMiWb 
«od aidc^ed a brother to the goda of the «acth; 
to cali together Parliaments with a word of hii 
pen, and seatter them again with the breath itf 
bis mouth ; to be humbly and daily petitìoned 
■that he woiild please to be hired at the rate of 
.^o millions a-year ; to be the master of tliose 
that hired him before to be their «erirant ; to 
■bave the estates and liyes of three kingdotns m 
4nuch at bis disposai as was the little inheritaoce 
of bis i&ther, and to be as noble and liberal in 
the if«nding of them; and, lasdy, (for there is 
noend of ali the parti«uliirs d;' his gloity») to 
-bequeoth ali these with one w<>rd to his poste* 
tity ; to die with peaee at home and trinm^ 
abroad ; to be buried omoag kìa^ and with 
more than r^gal solemnity ; and to leave a j/maift 
b^ndhim not to be extinguished but widi the 
whole world, whieh, as it is not tao litùe for 
)his pisaifles» so might bave been too for ìm con- 
qiiests, if the short line of bis homan life eould 
faave been stretohed out to the ext«at of his im- 
saarldldesigas?"* 
OiiTer has obtaìned some rej^tati^n as a pa- 
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tron ùf the àrts, and a friend of literatufe; The 
University of Oxford is said to have been bene* 
fited by his liberalìty ; and it ìs certaìn that he 
gave his cousent to have an annual siim mth- 
drawn from the church lands in Scotland, to aid 
the revenue of King James's College at Ediur 
burgh.* The College of Glasgow, in like man- 
ner, obtained various donations through the 
good offices of the Frotector. Among others» 
he paidy in the year 1654, a subscription for the 
•University library, which had been made by 
Charles the First, when on a visit to his north- 
ern kingdom in the year 1633,f A simUar ob- 
ligation entered into by James Marquis of Ha* 
milton, in 1631, to pay a thonsand merks for 
the pnrpose just stated, was discharged in Au- 
gnst 1656, by the treasurer of the sequestrated 
estates under the govemment of Cromwell. In* 
deed, the benefactions conferred by the Pro- 
^ector on the University of Glasgow, commonly 
supposedto have been obtained throagh the in- 
fluence of Mr Patrick Gillespie, the Principal, 
are understood to have been very considerable, 
exceeding greatly ali that had ever been derived 
from our native princes, or from any public au- 
thority prior to thQ era of the Commonwealth. 
But it inust not he forgotten that, owing to 
the plunder extorted from the royalists, as weli 
as the immense funds raised by taxation, the 
Protector received from the public more money 
in one year than Charles the First could raise 
in ten; and, moreover, that although Oliver 

« See Note H. 
f Se« Note I. 
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fottz&d in tìie treasury which he inherited 6rom 
Ùk% Long Parliament, more thaii L.80,000, the 
fleets and annies at the sanie time being fìiliy 

Eaidy he left a debt of about two miiiions and a 
alf, and hÌ8 «oldiers and sailoni in arrear for 
MTeral months. It is said that he spent L.60,000 
per annnm on spìes and ìnformes's, employed in 
Ibreìgn conrts as well as at home ; a smn^ when 
eompared to which bis gmnts in suj^rt of leam* 
hag aink into the merest insignificance» Stili 
he deserves approbation for what he did or in« 
tended for the promotion of leaming, in both 
diyisiont of the island ; and I am happy to bare 
had it in my power to supply eridence that, in 
«ne oaBOy at least, he f olfiiled the wislies of hit 
pred6eeB8or, whesemeans were always «o mudi 
iwtrìcted* 

We are front tìme to time pat in mind, by 
the firienda of the Protector, that he remitted 
the dnty on the paper nsed in printing Wàl« 
ton's Polyglott Bibie ; and moreover^ tha$ he 
defirayed one*half of the expense inonrred by 
the fonerai of Arcbbishop Ueber* Had bis pa« 
Ironage of saorod literatnre not extended W* 
yond so trilling a matter as this relaxation of an 
iigadioions impost, bis name woidd ner^ bave 
Ibund a place among those wise mài who stndy 
the best interests of their conntry : And as to 
^ generosity displayed in doing the last ho- 
hours to one of the most distingoished scholars 
of bis age, it was obserred, at the time, tbat the 
ihare of ihe outlay lefi to be deirayed by the 
relations, far exceeded the cfaarge of an ordi* 
nary bniial, and threw them mto great embar- 
rassments. It was. OTon iatiniiated that Oliver 
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had tlìis làtter object in yiew ; because, although 
he felt himgelf bound to show some respect to 
tbe memory of the Primate, be bated bis con-* 
nexions, and meantto punisb tbem under cover 
of a public compUment. At ali events, it was 
an odd species of kindness in tbe bead of a great 
nation to issne orders for a public fìineral, and 
to leave balf of tbe expense undefrayed. 

Tbe attempt to found a university at Durbam» 
and to secure a revenue for it from tbe funds 
of tbe Bisbop and Cbapter, jeceived tbe coun* 
tenance of Cromwell ; but was, in tbe end^ suo* 
cessfnlly opposed by Oxford and Cambridge, 
on tbe usuai grounds, tbat tbe kingdom did not 
requìre a tbird seat of learning, and tbat tbe 
power of conferring degrees would interfere 
witb tbeir privileges and vested rigbts. Tbe 
warrant issued for tbis purpose under tbe Privy 
Seal of tbe Lord Protector^ is to be found in 
tbe Historical Collections of Peck, constituting 
tbe Appendix to bis Memoirs of Cromwell ; and 
some reasons against tbe increase of sucb insti- 
tutions are recorded in a note at the bottom of 
tbis page, as being too remarkable to be alto* 
getber omitted.* 

• " From t]ience(LieutenaiitDoye'8 [house, wfaere they 
hadameeting) wecame to Durham, where was a man come 
down from London to set up a college there, to make mi<» 
nisters of Christ, as they said. I went, with some othen, 
io reawa with the man, and to let him see, ' That to 
teaoh men Hebi%w, Greek, and Latin, and the seven art» 
— >which was ali but the teachings of the naturai man 
tras not the way to make tbem ministers of Christ; for 
the languages began at Babel; and to the Greeks that 
spok«.Gn«kM tb«ir mother t<>iigae> th« «coMiof .Ghriift 
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Except bis lettere ahd speecbes, I knòw not 
that Cromwell has bequeathed to posterlty any 
lìteraiy production. A sermon^ indeed, which 
bears bis name, bas appeared inprint ; but wbe- 
ther it be autbentlc, and was publisbed witb liis 

was foolishness : and to the Jews that spake Hebrew as 
their mother tongue, Christ was a stumbling-block. And 
as for thè Romana, who had the Latin and Italian, th^y 
persecuted the Chil^iàns ; and Filate, one of the Roman 
govemors, set Hebrew, Chreek, and Latin a-top of Christ 
when he crueified him. So he might see the matiy lan- 
guages hegan at Babel, and they set them a-top of Christ 
TH£ Word, when they crueified him. And John the di- 
vine, who preached the word that was in the beginning, 
said, that the Beasi and the Wkore have power over tongues 
and languages, and they are as waters, • Thus, I told him 
he might see the Beast and the Whore haye power over 
the tongues and the many languages, which are in mys- 
tery BabyUmy for they began at Babel j and the persecu- 
tors of Christ Jesus set them over Him, when he was 
crueified by them. But he is risen over them ali, who 
was before them ali. Now, (said I to this man,) dost 
Ibou think to make ministers of Christ by these mitural 
confosed knguages, which sprang from Babel, are admi- 
red in Babylon, and seta-top of Christ, the Life, by aper- 
secutor ? Oh no ! So the man confest to many of these 
things.* Then we shewed him farther, * That Christ 
made ministers himself, and gave gifts unto them, and bid 
them pray to the Lord of the harvest to aend forth la- 
bourers. And Peter and John, though unlearned and 
ignorant, (as to school learning,} preached Christ Jesus 
the Word, which was in the beginning before Babel w^as. 
Paul also was made an apostle, not of man, nor by man, 
neither received he the gospel firom man, but from Jesus 
Christ, who is the same now, and so k his Gocpd, m it 
was that day.' When we had thus disoouned wìth the 
ftiab he became very loving and tender, and after he had 

oonaidered further of it, he never set up his college.** 

I^om G. Fox hitt Journal, fdioy p. 281, amia 1067. 
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consenti are points which cannot now be està-' 
blighed. Dr Grey, in his notes to Hudìbxas, 
States that he had the Protector's sermon in his 
possessioni the title of which was " CromwelVs 
lioarnedi Devout, and Conscientious Exercisey. 
held at Sir Peter Temple's in Lincohi's-Inn- 
Fields, upon Romans» xiii. L" It admits of no 
doubti however, that he freqnently preached, 
and took great pleasure in that part of his mi- 
litary duty; and, accordinglyi{when an article 
was inserted in the Petition and Advice against 
<« public preachers being members of Parlia- 
ment/' he expressly opposed it ; stating that he 
himself <^ was one, and diverse officers of the 
armyi by whom much good had been done/' By 
^ving money, therefore, he conferred npon 
science and edncation the only patronage that 
an illiterate rnler can bestow. 

In conclusìon, it may be remarked, that the 
Life of Cromwell holds forth many lessons of 
praclical wisdom to ali orders of men. Rulers 
may learn from it, that the oldest and most firm- 
ly established goyemments cannot resist the 
united voice of tne peonie, whensoever they are 
taught to believe that their rights are withheld, 
or uat undue bnrdens are laid upon their shoul- 
ders. The community may perceive, from the 
rarions events which compose it, that the disso- 
lution of civil anthority almost inevitably leads 
to the triumph of armed force, and that the ad- 
Tocates of speculative freedom seldom fail to 
become the instruments or the victims of arbi- 
trary power. Finally, the adventurer cannot 
bnt De convinced, by the rise of Oliver, and the 
precarious posìtion in which| after ali his la- 

VCL. n. 2 e 
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honn^ he Amnd hinttélf pkoed, that mo àefpfée 
•f violence oan long suppress Ae orij^al attaeh- 
menta of a great natioBi or seatter &e elemento 
which oonstitated the prìinitiTe ferma of Ikelr 
iociet^. 



iJOtlOE. 



Thz fini iwo artides in tlie Appendlx did not eomè 
luto my jfomeaaiim. until aiter the nrat yolume was ytìnU 
ìed. lliey renect the inyasion oif Scotìand by CromweU 
In the year 1648, and are imporiant, as they tend to illufr* 
trate his military character, and the ezcellent discipline 
-whioh he kept up in his army. They have not heretofore 
Wen published. The reader is indelKéd for thèin to the 
politeneas of Me Macdonald, of the General Regiater 
llofue of Sootland, where the originai lettera are depo- 
aited. 

The << Grant*' of L.200 per annum to the Uniyerdty of 
3SdÌnburgh, dated at Hampton Court, in July 1658, is a 
copy of the originai MS. which is to he found in the same 
depoùtory. The docmnent is interesting, not only on ac- 
count of its objeet, but more espedally as it shows that 
Oliver, in his lattar days, considered himself Frotector 
of the three kingdoms, " by the grace of God." I am 
not aware that this paper has ever before beeti printed. 
It was written about six weeks prior to the death of 
Cromwéll. 

For a copy of the Deed oonferring a similar dona- 
tion on the University of Glasgow by Charles the First, 
but which was actoally paid by the Frotector, I am un- 
der an obligation to tìie Reverend Doctor Lee, whose 
Icnowledge of Soottish History and Antiquities has con- 
tributed so much to the elucidation of our national annàls 
in church and state. 

Another originai document appears in the Letter by 
General Monk to the Sheriff of Renfrewshire, announcing 
ihe death of the Lord Frotector. This the reader owes 
«o the Icind condeacenrion of the Soottiah Society of Anti- 
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quaries, who are ili ponession of the autograph, and whtf 
allowed it to be copied for this Life of Oliver C^oinwelL 

The information respecting the residence and first rise 
of our hero, alluded to at page 18 of the first volume, was 
politely furnished to me by Mr Carmthers of Inverness. 

There is in the Appendix an extract fìrom a very rare 
work, published at Leith in 1653, and entitled " The 
Survey of Policy, or a freè Yindication of the Common- 
wealth of England, against Salmasius and otber Royalists, 
by Peter English, a Friend to Freedom." The main ob- 
ject of the quotation is to show tbat, in the lime of Crom- 
well, an expectation or dread of the Second Advent mix- 
ed in ali speculations on civil govemment and general po- 
litics. In other respects, toc, the tract is extremdy cu- 
rious. 

Leixh, Nov, 1829. 
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Par the RSg^t H<mUe ^ CoittfeiMee of EsMIae te tli^ 
KlngdoBw of ScoteBd, Hmm. 

Rmht Hoifo*»», 
BaiHo ypon viy aj^proadi to tbè iMiéeita o£ the king- 
d<mie ni SooClaii4 I Héou^ iUt te a c q imto t yen of the 
reason thereof. It*« well knowne how iniuriously the 
Jdngaeme of BftghiM wae Ifttely inTaded hy the armye 
Tnder Duke HaiuUton, oontrary to the ooyenant, and our 
leagues of amity ; and against ali thè engagem^ of loue» 
and hrotherhood hetween the two nations ; and notwith- 
standing the pretence of yoiir late dedaration, publiah'd to 
tak with die ptfo|^ of ttds Ungdome. The Couunons 
of England in Parliamo aasemUed» dedared the said armie 
■oe entring as enemyes to the kingdome; and thoae of 
England who should adhert to them, as trayton. And 
having reoeiued eemmaaib to march w<h a conatdentble 
part of their army to tqii^oae eoe greate a violation of faith 
and iustice, what a witness ( God being appealed too) hath 
berne vpon the engagemt of the two armyes against the 
Tnngfateeiianess of man, not endy ytnirsslTe^ hnt this 
idngdome, yea» and a greate •pirt of the kHowne mM, 
wiU, I trasty acknowWdge how da ngtti m a a-thigg it ie to 
wig« «B miiNfrwwnMi nuckiMn'to^iVMlrtft €M, tfat 
2o2 
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rìghteoiu iu^« tliereui ; wee trust hee will peninole yoU" 
better by this mauifest tokoi of bis displeaature, lieast bis 
band be stretcbed out yet more against you, and your poore 
people alaoe^ if tbey wìlbe deceiued. Tbat wbich I am 
to demand of you, is tbe restitution of tbe garrisone of 
Barwick and Cai-lile into my banda for tbe Tse of tbe 
Parliamt and kingdome of England. If you deny me 
berein, I mu8t make our appeale to God, and cali vp<«i 
bim for assistance, in wbat way bee sball direct vs ; wbere- 
in wee are, and sbalbe,.soe fan* fì*om seeking tbe barme of 
tbe wel* affected people of tbe kingdome of Scotland, tbat 
wee profeas (as before tbe Lord) tbat wbat dlfference an 
army necessitated in an bostile way to reooyer tbe auncient 
rigbts and inberìtance of tbe kingdome, (vnder wbicb tbey 
serve,) can make, wee shall Yse our endeavour to tbe vt- 
most tbat tbe trouble may faU vp<m tbe contriverB md 
autbo" of tbis breacb ; and not ypon tbe poore innocent 
people, wbo bave been led and obmpeiled into tbie actioB, 
as many poore soules, now priaonn to ts, oonfess. We 
tbougbt our selues bound in duty tbus to expostulate with 
you ; and tbus to profeas, to tb'end wetf may beare our 
•integrity out befoire the world, and may hane comfort in 
God, whatever the erent bee. Desireliig yo^ answo-, £ 
rest 

To' LoPP* humble aenrant» 
O. Cromwell. 
Septemb'^ ye Wh, 
164B. 

( Copied from tbe originai in the Genena Resister Hoas^ 
Edinburgh.) 



OUYBK CkOMWBLL TO THE CoMUmBE OF EsTATES. 

2l8t Sept. 1648. 

RlOHT HONOUEABLX, 

Wee peroeine that there was npon oor adranoe to €téb 
borderà, tbe last Lord'a day, a rery disorderty earriage by 
some borse, wbo, wlthout order, dM sleale «rer the Tweed, 
•Dd phindred aom phKM in tha kiafdana of Sootlas4, 
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«nd aiace tluft» iBome stnm^lers hàve béeu'.allke.faiilfty to 
the wi'ong of thetahabitaiitSy and to òur very gitnitè gttìfe 
of faeart. I have been as diligent as I can to finde cut 
the men that have done the wrong, and I am stili in the 
dlsGovery thereof,'and I trust it shall appeare to you that 
thei'e shalbe nothing wanting'on my part that may tes> 
tifie how much wee abhorre such things ; and to the best 
of my information, I canoot findé the least giiilt of the 
Ikct tò lye upon the regiments of this army, but upon 
fiome of the northem horse who have not been under our 
discipline and goverment, untili just that wee carne into 
these xMtrts. I have commanded those forces away back 
againe into England, and I hope the exemplarity of jus- 
tice wiU testifie for us oui* greate detestatlon of the fact ; 
for the remayneing forces, which ai*e of our old regimente, 
wee may engagé for them, their officerà will keepe them 
from doinge aiiy such thìnges ; and wee are oonfident that, 
BRving victuall, they shall not take any thing from the in- 
habitants, and ih that alsoe, they shalbe soe farre from 
being their own as that they shall submitt to 

bave provisions ordered and proportiond by the consent, 
«nd with the direction, of the committees and gentlemen of 
the country ; and not otherwise. If they please to be as- 
flisting to US therein, I thought fitt, for the preventing of 
misunderstahding, to give your Lordshipps this accompt, 
andrest, 

My Lorda, 

Your most humble servant, 

O. CaOMWELL. - 

Norhanh 2lst September, 1648. 

For the Right Honourable the Committee of Estates of 
the Kingdome òf Scotland, at Edinburgh, These. 



Note A, p. 11. 

To his Excellency Thomas Lord Faìrfaz, General of 
the English Forces, 

Ute humble Addresses of diverse weU-a|foctcd ^pertons, io. 
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behitfe «f ali tkttMl^tvM rméetimtn&oi4xrcma8m 
«f «he CmmoA of War or Law MartiaU. 

May it please your £xcellency, 
F(»A6MucH as the Fetitton of Bigfaft» aad o4li«r thii 
kttown ìaws of the ìaaà^ do ca^reariy prwvideagaiBat tha 
eKerdae of martiaU ìam upon tovkUeia in Umes of innimi 
afl courts o'f juatice heLag open^ and that the deprimiliaii 
of Ufe thereby in «ueh times héth been a^udged ia hm 
so leeae thaa martìier. And fonumnahaa you have de* 
dared to aU the worìd,' that the an&y -under your ISob* 
oeUency^ oommand, waa not a mere meroenary amij^ 
hired to serre the arbitrary onda of a state ; but that they 
took up anms in judgement aad oonadenoe for ydurown 
aad the peopIe% just n|^to» the prinolpaH idnanof are eeo^ 
taiaed ia the jQireaBid laws abd petikion of right. Ami 
findin^y neYerthelesse^ thoseourundouhtedlibcrties never 
more enoroached upon by the military power and- lanr 
marHalK Souldien and others of late being ù^etfaeBAy 
seized» restraiaed, and adjudged to death, and to reproada» 
ftiii pnnishmettts» -vHthout any regard to the hrar of thtt 
Und, and tryall of twelve sweme men- of the ne^Ubour^ 
hood) a» ia manifeit in yenr pieaent psaceedinga agaitMt 
thoae soutdiers and'othm*B now under restraint and'censura 
of the Cousoell of War. Hcreupon wfe conoei^ oundvea 
bound in conscience, in behalfe of the liberties of thepeai* 
pie of England, to intreat and dhiin'the benefit of thoae 
liberties contained in the Feti tion^of Right, and other the 
good lawas of this land : and that ali persons now under 
restraint or censure òf the Couneell of War or nwrtìall- 
law, xnay be remitted to the tryall of twelve swome men 
of the neighbourheod^ and be'proeeeded against by due* 
processe- oflatwi whioh wehnmbly.conoeive your Bkoci^ 
lency and the whole army are, both by law and your many' 
declarations, engaged to perform, and whereby only yoil^ 
wlU render yourself aocèptaUe te- the presenta and hononrw 
able to f utui'e generations. 

Hoi^ftT I^Aw, Tbobcas llAWt% 

THOttAft MofTfiSOKi Thomas Faisai^ 
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' Mi^ Robert Shaw and the rest went wfth tfais petition, 
and after that carne to Whltehall, and thére related to ihe 
prisoners what they had done in the businesse ; and thea 
M. Atkinson addresaed himself, at M. Lockier's request, 
to the Marshall General, and acquainted him with the 
particular carriage in the businesse, how they had drawn 
up a petition to the Generali, and did desire' he would 
•tay tiil they had an answer. He replled/that If so, they 
aboold wait upon the Generali for an answer, and meet 
him at Paul*8, for there he was appointed to sufiFer. And 
to that end, Mr Shaw, Mr Atkinson, and others went to 
the Generali, whom they found at Gray*s Inn, in Sir 
.Thomas Wlthrington's lodgings, and with mach adoe were 
admitted to speak with him. Unto whom Mr Atkinson 
spake to this effect : May it please your Excellenc'y, We 
are come in the behalf of a poor distressed man that is 
appointed this day and almost ready to die, in whose be- 
half we only desire your Excellency he pleaaed to pardon, 
or but to reprieve him till to-morrow. And We are the 
xather encouraged therunto by reason of your wonted 
mercy in this pai'ticular. Tó whom he replyed, You come 
here about the saving of a souldier who is already con- 
denmed by the Councell of Officers under me, and for a 
great crime of mutinie, wherein were engaged many more 
besides him, at least fifteen ; and I think, in such a high 
businesse as this is, you never knew a generali to pardon 
ISO many as I bave done ; and now he is to suffer by a 
course of martiall law, and it being past, it cannot be re- 
called. To which we answered : Your Excellency hath 
shewn much mercy to poor men in the like nature, that 
did deserye more to die than he did ; therefore we were 
.«mboldened to sue to your Excellency for him. To which 
Jbe answered, that he oonceived he deserved to suffer as he 
did, and that it did behove us, if we were bis friends, to 
prepare him for another world ; and not to do as we do» 
to countenance him in any thing that is not regular nor 
safe, for he had like to bave made a great fì'action in the city 
and army, and for that he is to die^ and it lies not in my 
power to preserve him. Then we did beseech bis Excel" 
lency to reprieve him but ^iU to-morrow ', but he would 



noi MRdÉttMIft iiv.lMUiieF;; and. «oì amoÈ pÉlM tH tliii 
dbeftf bat netfaing «fe.all oMaàied' fixniL hiiii. 



t nxvt lieBBr1ii*oiig1it'kito oner yìtvr ali the ÌShtm wMi 
mpeet to tfas Scottiah inrasion and.the Bottle «f- DiailwR 

The tìnnpal^n, «•> unial, ww preeeded. by Hm- iMiw «f 
ìlroBliuiatioBs on both sides.. Thst by thè ScwtUah :MA 
lianteat, in imhitìk tbey state the gronnd» of th«ir qitaml^ 
and the tiib^ecit far which Hiey wen adbant ta tale» arma^ 
WBS Téty generaQy ciroulated tfaronghoiit the ^sóantvjr* A 
copy of it tras bjp Lesley^ sent-to Crosdweil, wfan, aAcrdiia 
oo&sidcratioB, retumed it to his formcr fHend. 

" Under pretenoe of the Covenaiity olstideeii and \»i ' < ) att 
ad froaa its inteat and equitj^ » king ia taken in by yom 
to be imposed om ii% and thia called the oaaM of Gad and 
the ìdngàom. ; togeUmr with a ^Baawn&ng laaMgnaitti» 
tìkaofh thia your Idng is ai the haadof theaa; hathra pai- 
piah party figlÉting for hiar in Iniand ; hath in Ma aer^ 
^làte Prinoe Rnperti whoae banda hwm beeo deap in Engt. 
Mah bloody at: the head <^ sMpa atalen firem uà on a matigib 
nant aoeonnt ; hath- Freadv and Jriflih ahips daUy makittg 
depredatiktt» on e«r coaaia $ and hatb iaaaed oiit cammlaA* 
alena to raiaa arauaa in the bewela of onv country. H«w 
tììa inteMat yair pratend to bave T«eaiTed «his man npoa^ 
and the nud^nant interaat in the enda*aad oonaaqueBe» 
oenleiingf in him ean be Moartàf we caimat dlaoem ; nar 
yet underatand how, wh^rt^ ìotównt maUgnaacts are fijj^ht^ 
ing and plettkig agakiat na on the one band» and yen dai- 
ciLttring for him on the olher^ it ahjDuld not be an eapeu^ 
aingof a malignantpairty qasrrel, or intereat, but a fight- 
iftg upon fbrmer grounda and prineiplea, and in the da*- 
fthioe of God and the two kingdoma.** 

Cremwell remasi that the Scota " had like to ha?^' 
engaged onr rear-gnard of horae -Mih their whele armyv/ 
had not the Lord by hir providenoe pnta <^ttd o^er thè* 
moan, therehy giTingii»«n opport«nìty-to dnwHyfiFthM» 
bone to the rast'oftiiatMBy;*' 

Thia euppoaed interpoaition of dirlne power «ay be 



finglMi C à ieia l wìéhéd td impress ìipon lAie natloti «k 
large the belief tfaat he was a ^cvwareé <Mtìi «f tVoTidenoe, 
asd " Men s e d «t affi tnam wNii a «pedid protectSon. But 
iSÈÈè OMnC) OH ilie prércst ocesBietì) does net seem adempiate 
to €ke elfeet ; a chrad «Y«r the moon coidd hardly eonceal 
a 'whiAe hrigade w horse fron a& aetlire encmy jnnesslìag^ 
eft ^eir heels^ Captain Hodgnm, who had no paiiicolar 
flii^Mit to sefTey explaÌBi tiie ^h<ue mystery m a way per»* 
ftetiy iiiftcffil^flhde to su inhabita&t of ttie eastem coast of 
Seotland* ** Oiff tSTruf^ Bays he, ** grew weakcr every 
4aiy tha& anouier ; and as tre ^rere dyawìng honieward 
tawards Haddington, iSh» Scota came np dove to tis ; imi2 
t( ma» a mtty evenmgJ'^^Memmrss p. 149. 



ne Lwd €fenerats Prodanudiùn conceming ^è Wotmd* 
ed Men kfì in the Fidi. 

Forasmuch as I understand there are severa! soldiers 
et the enemie's army yet abiding in the field, who by rea» 
aoa of theh* wounds conld not march from thence : These 
are therefore to give notice to the inhabitants of thia na- 
ilon, that they may and have Aree liberty to repair to the 
fleld aforesaid, and with their carta, or any other peaceable 
way, to carry the said soldiers to such places as they shall 
think iit, provided they meddle not, or take away the 
arms there ; and ali officers and soldiers are to take notice 
ihat the same is permitted* Given under my hand At 
Pimbar. 

Sept 4, 1650. 
To he prodfdmed by beat of drrnn^ 

O. CkomwzIiL* 



A Lima noM thx Lord Lxxittkkakt so tbx IiObb 
Dkfutt Gxvbbai. of Iaszjiin>i 

Though I beare not ofìen £rom yon, yet ì knowe you 
Hirget viM not. XUbJm to of ««e, for X oftm r«n«mb«r 
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you at tbe Throoe of Gvace. I heaid of the L<Nrd*s good 
hand with you in reducing Waterford, Duncaiu»!, and 
Catexlogìkf hls name 1»e praised. 

We liave been engai^ed upon a servioe the fullest of 
tryaìl ever poore creatures were upon. We made great 
professions of love, knowing wee were to deale with many 
who were godly, and preteuded to he stumhled at our ic- 
vasion; indeede, our bowels were peirced againe and 
againe, the Lord helped us to sweet words, and in aince- 
rity to ineane them, we were rejected againe and againe, 
yet stili we begged to he helieved that wee loved^them as 
our owne soules; they òften retumed evill for gpod. Wee 
prayed for security, they would not heare our answer a 
word to that ; we made often appeals to God. They ap» 
pealed also. Wee were neere engageinents three or foure 
times, hut they lay upon adyantagea. A heavie flux fell 
upon our army brought it very lowe, from 14 to 11 thou- 
sand ; 31500 horse, and 7500 foote. The enemy 16,000' 
foote, and 6000 hórse. The enemy prosecuted the ad- 
vantage; wee were necessitated, and upon T^er the 3d, hy 
8ix in the morning, we attempted their army ; after a hot 
dicpute for about an houre, wee routed theh* whole army, 
killed neere 3000, and tooke, asthe Marshall informa me, 
ten thousand prisoners, their whole traine, heing about 
thirty peices, great and small, good storeof powder, match 
and bullet, neere two hundred colora. I am persuaded 
neere fifteene thousand armes left upon the ground. And 
I believe, though many of ours he wounded, wee lost not 
aboTe thirtie men. Before the fight oiu* condìtion waa 
mbde very sad, the enemy greatly insultèd and menaced, 
hut the Lord upheld us with comfort in himselfe beyond 
ordinary experience. I knowing the acquaintiug you with 
this great handy-worke of the Lord would stir up your 
minds to praise and rejoycing, and not knowing hut your 
condition may require mutuai experiences for refreahment, 
and knowing also that the newes we had of your successes 
was matter of helpe to our fayth in our distresse, and 
matter of praises also, I thought fitt (though in the mid- 
dest of much businesse) to give you this account of the 
unspeakable goodness of the Lord, who hath thus appear- 



ed, to tiM|^vy ttfhh great aame, «hd Ci»; veA-eshinent of 

hÌ8 «OBtB. 

The Lord blns yM tmd ns to wtorn pnlses, to Ut«: 
them ali our dayes. Salute ali our deere fiifiiids witk 
yoa, aa if I named them. I have no more, but resi 
Your loying &ther and trae friend, 

O. Cbomwxic, 
Dtaibar, Sept. 4, 1650. 

Tkmtè ÌM no TeaMmaMe ground to douht that CromweQ,' 
w1m> oaleulàted hit dispatdies fot other purposes besldes 
giYing a stalenleiit of fìeicts, greatly exaggerated the lots of 
the Scota in the battle of Downhill. Balfour, who held 
a public office at the titt&e, states, as is mentioned in the 
text, that thenumber of Idlled amounted to about eight or 
nine hundred. Sir Edwiurd Walker, too, who was in Scot- 
land at the aame period, and vsw the defbated officerà af- 
ter they were re-assembled under Lesley and Middleton, 
rélates that about 2000 common wldiers were killed, and 
tluit Ave or six thousand were taken prisoners. He adds, 
" a thousand of the wounded men were in a gallantry 
seni as a present by Cromwell to the Countess of Win- 
tcm." This statement as to the amount of prisoners, 
quadrates exactly with the number mentioned in Sir Ar- 
thur Haalerig's Ictter, referredto in the text. According 
to WS calculation, the Scottish captives who crossed the 
Tweed fell somewhat short of 3500 ; of whom 350 were 
handed orer to Mijor Clark, and " 3000 were told into 
the great cathedral church** of Durham. It is suspected 
that a good many made their escape between Dunbar and 
Berwicic Thus, condudes Sir Edward, " this power- 
fiù army, of about 16,000 foot and 7000 borse, was totally 
routed ; and though not many of them in proportion were 
either slain or made prisoners, yet rery few of the rest 
hBve rince embodied at Stirllng; but have shifted for 
themselves, «Tying out that they were betrayed, and that 
they would never fight again under those commanders, 
who so basely deserted them.»*—" Most of the borse saved 
themsdves, and so did the committee and ministers who 
fled with the first." It must not be omitted, however, 
that Cromwell wrote to Sir Arthur Hiolarig thftt h» h»4 
▼Oli, II. ^ » 
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9000 prìflonen ; and that he nìà in hls letter to the Pre- 
sident of ihe Council, that he had disinissed hetween 4000 
and 5000 wonnded men, <<8ick and ahnost atarved.** — 
l^are humuiity .' 



Fo^ ihe Honbl^. the Committee for the Army, Theise. 
GentL 

It was not a little wonder to me to see that yen shouid 
send Mr Symonds so great a Joumey about ahndnfRs 
importing so little as £»r as it relates to me ; wInh, as if 
my poore opinione may not be rgected hy you, I have to 
offer to that which I thinke the most noble end, to witt, 
the commemoracon of that great mercie att Donbar, and 
the gratuitie to the army ; which might better be ex- 
preased iq^n the meddall by engraving as on the one 
side the parliamoit, which I heare was intended, and will 
do singularly well, so on the other side au army, with 
this inscription over the head of it, The Lord of Hosts, 
which was our word that day : wherefore, if 1 may beg 
it as a favour from you, I most eamestly beseech you, if 
I may do it wlthout offence, tbat it may be so ; and if you 
thinke not fitt to have it as I offer, you may alter It aa 
you see cause ; only I doe thinke l may truly say it will 
be verie thankfully acknowkdged by me, if you will sparo 
the having my effigies in it. 

The gentleman's paynes and trouble hither have been 
verie great ; I shall make it my second suite unto you, 
that you will please to conferr upon him that imploymient 
in your servioe which Nicolas Briott had before him; hu 
decd the man is ingenious, and worthie of enoourageaoent. 
I may not presume much, but if at my request, and for 
my sake, he may obteyn this favour, I sball putt it upon 
the accompt of obligacons, which are not a few, and I 
hope shal be found readie gratefully to acknowledge and 
to approve myself, 

Gentìemen, 
Your most reali servant, 

„. O. Caoxwili^ 

-R/w. m o/Feb. 1050-1. 
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The medsl spokeu of above, engraved by Synons, (who 
well deserved tbis patronage, ) bore, not witbstandiiig Crom* 
well*» modesty on the occasion, an admii-able likeness of 
him, as aiipeitrs by comparing it with his portrait by 
Walker, taken about the same time. The legend was 
permitted to be as he desired. See *< Medals, great seals, 
impressioiis, from the elaborate works of Thomas Simon, 
chtef engraver of the mùit to King Charles I., to the 
Commonwealth, the Lord Protector Cromwell, and in 
the reign of Charles II. to 1665, by George Vertue.** 
Pp. 13, 4-to, 1753. 



The following letter from Lord Loudon to the Lord Pro- 
vost and Bailies of Edinburgh, appears worthy of in- 
t$ertion, as descriptive of the state of things which pre- 
ceded the battle of Dùnbar. Haitland, from whose 
history ìt is extracted, mentions that Oliver Cromwell, 
with the English army, was encamped near to Pent-^ 
land HiU about three miles besouth Edinburgh, and 
that the Scottish army was then lying in the meadow 
on the eastem side of Corstorphin to observe their mo- 
tions; whence the latter subsequently removed, and 
drew up the acclivity at the western side of the yUbige 
just named : 

" My Lord Provost, 
*^ The best senrice you can do your brethi'en, is to send 
out bread and cheese, or other meat, togive them for this 
night and the morrow morning, for they wiU sup no more 
untll the Lord deliver us and them, or dedare bis plea* 
sui'e on the contrary. Send out the baxters with their 
own hread and hors together, accommodat ali you cao, 
for truly they deserre it, and God is hithei-to with them 
to our comfort, Send youi* provisions in by the other 
side of Corstorphin ; we ar drawn up from bewest Cor- 
storphin meadow to the west aloug the bray sid. Let 
Mr Jolrn Drummond come along with them, to distri- 
bute and order it rightiie. You are desired to stand to 
your arms : ply the Lord and bis throne with strong snp- 



pUcation for iis and his caus. It ìs eaaic wUh him, 4f lié 
wifl, to deliTcr us, and there is no hdp for us but in bis 



1 



** We commend you to God, and resta your asMir^d 
friend» 



Note C, p. 62. 

Dé!C6}ii&er Ì9tk 1650. 
Articles treatedof, condudcd, and agreed upon, by Mijor 
Andrew Abbcmethe and Captarne Robert Henderson of 
the oue party, on the behalfe of Walter Dimdasse, Esqu. 
govemouT of the Castle of Edinburgh; and by Colonel 
George Monke, and Lient-Col. Francis White^ on the 
other party, on the behalfe of his Excellency the Lord 
General Cromwell, for the rendition of the said casakle, 
aocording to the articles ensuing : 

1. That the Castle of Edinburgh, wHh the camion, 
armes, ainmuniti<m, and magazeens and fumiture of war, 
(except what shall be excepted in the following ar- 
ticles,) be rendred to hb Excellency the Lord General 
CromweU, or whom he shall appoint, on Tueaday aext, 
being the 24 of this present December, by 12 of the dock, 
without wìlfull spoil or embezillment. 

2. That the publike registers, publike moyeable, private 
evidences, and writs, be transportcd to Fife or Stirling, 
«id that wagons and ships be prorided far the tnmsport- 
tng of them. 

a That for ali the goods in the castle belongin^to any 
person whatsover,. an edict be proclaimed to the people 
about Edinbui^h to come, own, and receive their own ; 
and if any be at a ^ distance or deed, a place may be prò- 
"♦ided in the tOTime of Edinburgh fì>r keeping the same, 
untili thcy be owned ; and after e wning, they haye liberty 
to carry them where they please. 

4. Hiat ali persona whatsoever not belongfng to the 
ganrison, as men, wmnen, aad children, may hayé liberty 
to goe whither they wifl vithout troable ; and there hare 
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tke free exercise of their callings and einployincnU with 
safety, both to themselyes and goods. 

6. That the govemour of the said castle, and ali militar y 
ÀffiveVB, oómmanden, and «oiildiers, of whatsoever condi- 
tion, (none excepted,) may deport without any molesta* 
tion with their aiines and baggagé, with drums beating 
and colours flying^ matches lighted at both ende, and ball 
in their mouths, as they usually are wont to march, and 
ali their goods, with a free conduct to Brunt laland in 
Fife ; or if any of the foreaaid penions desire to transport 
themselves and goods any where else for their greatei* oon- 
venfency, it may with fìràedom be granted. 

6* That ali officers and souldiers, as weli sick as hurt» 
«hall haTO iree liberty to remain in Edinburgh tiU they 
reeorer, and to enjoy the benefit of these articles* 

7. That the number of borse and wagons, as many as 
«he gOTemoar shall need forhisown]iarticiilaruse,aBalao 
for the officers and souldiers, shall be sent them for th« 
carrying of the aforesaid baggage to the foresaid plaoes. 

8. That Capt. Lieut. Car, Lieut. Streeton, Thomas 
Bundy, gunner, and Patrick Summerall, gunner, be sent 
to his ezcellency the Ijord Gen. Cromwell this present 
Thursday, by^l2 of the dock» for hostages, for the perform- 
ance aS the afore-written artides ; and that the generali 
«hall keep oentineb abont the eaetle under the rock. 

Andrew Abbk&kxthiv* 

R. HENDXRSOIf. 

I doe approYe, ratifie, and confirme the artides aboTe 
written. 

W, DUMOASSK. 

A list of the great guns tak«i in Edinburgh Castle» 
December U, 1660. 

Brass Pieces. 

ò FVench canons, or canons firam 7. 9 Dutdi half 
canon, or 24 1' ders. 2 culverings. 2 demi culverings. 
2minJon. 3 di* dm. 2 falcona 28 brasa drakes, caUed 

Monkeus, 

2d2 
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Iron Ghuis. 



The great iro& murd^er called Mv^ddi M€0g, 4» iriMà 
ordnance. 10 ir«n dnikes called Monkeys. 2 {iQterds. 

Aboui 7 or 8000 arms^ Between 3 and 4r Mote Wnrel^ 
of fowder. GffMH t*ore «£ cwmh ibot* 
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The desperofee ooràitioii of affiora movd sdme «f tk« 
lint iiatitfd of the Pre abi terian daargle to thiidie of aame 
neavie to iMrmg aa ta^y banda to ^ht agidust tlia p«b* 
like enemie a« waa posBÌblo; and ihcrfer» Bctwithatand* 
ìng aU their acta of AaBenabUi» aad CommìÉBloBa of the 
Kiike to the oontrare, they dedaared ali oafiaMe of chaift 
in state and militia, who woold aatisile the ehurch, hy « 
puUike adoMvwledgement of théir repentanee for ihe^ ao* 
cession to that smfall and unlawfnl engadgment. The 
King commanded ali who had a mind to serve him» to 
follow the churche's direction in thia point. Thempoa 
Doke Hamilton, the EorlM of Oranfurd and Landerd^U, 
irlth many others, were admitted to court, and nanaboM 
of officerà reaaaTad and pnt in chavge, and entniatad «ith 
new leyiea. My guìlt in afibvnting the mmistrie, (as 
thtfy calld it) in the person of Mr Dick at Glasgow, and 
my other oommand in the west, retarded my admiaalon 
very long ; but at length I am absolred, and made a^iifr- 
tant-generaU <tf the lòot ; and after thè misfettonAte >en- 
counter at Innerkeithen, had once more Lieutenant-Ckl- 
neraU Holhiffn*s regiment giren me, by his Mi^estie's 
command. Behold a fearfoll sin ! The ministers of the 
gospeU ressaTed ali oiir repentatioes «b «nfkined, thogh 
they knew well enongh they were bot eeunterfclt $ and y^, 
on the other band, made no scruple to dedare that engadg- 
ment to be unlawfull and sinfull, deceitfullie speaking 
against our o wne coMadenots «ad JmdgaMtifa. If tlds was 
not to mock the allknnwing and «llseeing Ood toiiis ihee, 
thea IdedaremyaalfenaittoknawtHiataliBareAillalttiM 
h>-pocrì8l« in. 



Noti £, p, 96;^ 
Penance of MoUgnaiUs, 

THvngid p«rty among the mlnisters ia tlted days, in- 
flicted public penanee upen «U wbo^were Qonyic.ted of loy*. 
alty to the King, except iu subordination U> the Coye- 
nant. Such noblemeu as joined the Duke Cif Hamilton 
in bis unfortuxuLte espeditiou into England,^ in the year 
1648, were the objecta of peculiar iudigiiat^j>n, and were 
sulgected to the aeverest purgation in thr; eóolesiastical 
courtfl. The £arl of London, cbancellor oTf the kingdom, 
waa among the first to submlt to the oensrnre of the rev»- 
rend. £ithera, fui* having merely countenanced an tnter^ 
priae in which he took no active share. Openly, in the 
£rc0 of the church, he did penance for bis obedience to the 
Parliament, which he condeacended to ^aill *' a carnai ge^- 
seeking*" He accompanied bis acknoiv ledgments wìth so 
many teara, and auch pathetical addretrses to the people for 
their pmyen in this his utteiTDoat iMirrow and di8tre8% 
that a uniTeraal weqóng and lamenta/don took phu» among 
the deluded aoàme^-^WhiUifKk, 9. 360. Bame, voi, 
Yii, p. 187. 

The £avl of Landerdaie, M a afmewhat later ptoiiod» 
nade a ùmìlsr subnùfatiMàin the k^irk of Largo» "for h»- 
Yìsig a band in the late unlf^wful engagemoiit againet £ng« 
laad* Fini) he acknowledged the HÌi>fuln»Me and unlaww 
f i^loefe of that coune : ^, bis eprvowe and renic^Be for 
having given aeceaùen thereto ì 3d, bis reiolution, for the 
time to eome, to be wary of such counee. After this, Mr 
Jamee Magill did read the Solemn Iieogue and CoTenanl» 
and he held 1^ hi» band a»d did sweer to the aame. So 
the kirk mmaa gave hm a p««iMr, eubtcribed by the mi- 
nieler and derk, tefltifying thial; Ihey wwe weU eatiMied 
wUh hk cepe«l«Doe.".*-Xaiiieii<'« J9iary, p. 31. 

{Frank Zttmqmt's.pian^ Ì05O.) 
« June 23.«.The King*! Mi^eitie carne from HeUande 



to this kingdtfme. The CoixunissìoDcrs b«forc spokeu of, 
carne with him. Upon tke Ist of July he carne to Dun- 
die, wher the keyes of ther ports wcr delivered to his 
Majesty, being made of sii ver. He stayed ther two dayes, 
and was Tcry courteously entertaincd. The 4th of July 
he carne to St Àndrows, and ther in Hke maner he recei- 
S'ed the keyes of ther ports, mead of Silver. At the port, 
*Mr Andro .Hynniman, inìnlst. ther, had a speech tohim 
in English : after, he comìng forwarde to the New Col- 
ledge, Mr Samuell Rutherfoorde had a speeche to him lu 
Latin, runniL^g much on the dewtie of kings. On the 
morrn after, .Mr Robert Blair did preach hefoir him ; 
his text was F'salm xx. v. 1, 2. The 6th of Joly,learìng 
St Androws, he came tò Couper, wher he gai some de- 
sert to his foure houres. The place wher he sat down to 
eat was the tollH>othe. The towne had appointed Mr 
Andro Andersoibe, schoolmaster ther for the tyme, togive 
him a musiche socig or two while he was at tabelL Mr 
David Douglas hàd a speeche to him at his entrie to the 
towne. After this he went to Faklande ali night. AU 
this tyme the most pairt of the gentlemen of the shyre 
dìd goe alonge with him. The tyme that he abode at 
Faklande, he went dowfvne one daye and dyned at the £. 
of Weymes* house, asid another at Lesly with the £« of 
Rothus. From Fakltùide he went to St JohDstone, from 
St Johnst. to Dunfeniding, from thence to Stiriing ; trom 
Stirling he went to sie the armie that lay neare by Eden- 
buTgh and Leith, whive he was welcomed with a very 
joyful dedamation of the wfaole armie, as also with seve- 
ral shoote both great and amali ; firom thence he carne 
back to Dumfermling the 3d August, ( where he subeeribed 
à dédaration ;) from thence on the 16th of August io St 
Johnstone. The 3d of October he went fWmi St John- 
stone to Angus, being entloed by the Malignante to join 
with them, (wha àbont this tyme begaìine to stonre ;) hot 
on the 6th of Oetober he retumed agalneto 8t Johnstone, 
and was sory for his escape. He was crowned «t Soonc, 
nire to St Johnstone, Jan. 1, 1061. Frou St Johnetone 
he came to Fakland, June 22, 1651. After he had stftyed 
ther some dayes» he retumed to St Johnstone.*' 



PaU kepi dwnag two day9 h^are thè CoroìuUion, ofpomted 
bjf the CommUeùm 4^ the Kurk, 

'* The caiues of tìi^ first day (not read) wm the fftmUt 
ooutempt of «he gospeU, holdea £orth in ite taraneha. 0£ 
the secoad day, which were read» the siiuies of the Kiiig^ 
and of hi9 faUier*s Jhoii8% urbere sundry offences of King; 
Janaea the Sixth were acknewledged, and of Kisg Charle» 
$he First» and of Kinf Charles the Seeond, ww ki^r.'*^ 

It was about the same time^ that Mr Gnthiie, mlntstar 
•f Stirimi said, ^ that if his H^0fty*s heart were m Vff^ 
rigjht as Bavid's, God would no mere pardon the «ina of 
his father's house far hia sake» than he did the oins of tlw 
house of Judah far the goodnesa of hoiy JorìsàL^'^^Sir 
Edward Waiker'e Jawmal of Affaire^ pt. 183. 



NosK Vy p. 187. 

Xo the HonooraUe the Kaighte, CH»«fl% and Burgettes, 
aasembled in Parlia&kent» tha npcesentatiT^i «^ tha 
free4>orn people of England» 

The hvnMe pcAHioii o£ Msceeìlw Riderà, aad Oxen*- 
bridge Poyle, as well en «he briialf e^lbe n tsdte s aa ef' 
tìii:«e<acore and t«a fiw>-¥ i i» B peofte of MiinatiOB wofm 
Idi 



Humbly showeth, 
Thai your distressed petitieoecs and the otherabenMttT 
jgirìsoners at Exeter and Uchesta't in the wwt, vpon pra*- 
tence of Salisbiury riaiag in the end of the year 1654,; lA^ 
theogh nuwy of thena nerer sanr Salisèary, nec bore arma- 
in their lives. Your pstàtioncrs, and divene of the otfaers» 
were pieked up as tbey travetted npen their hiwful ooea» 
sions, Af terwardsr upon an indictment pvcferred apdnst 
youv petitioner Bivefs» t^monmnu was foond ; your petU 
tioDcr Fayle aever heiag indicted 'f and aU tìie rett wett 
eitheir ^aitled by the jury of Ufo and. doatiiy and ne?er aa 
uuch a» trjid or esaatined» ¥et jwr palfttioneirs» a«i 
the others, were ali kept prisonen by the spaoe, of one 
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ìvhole year, and then on a sudden (without the least pro- 
vocBtiQn) snatcbed ont of their prisons, the greatest irani- 
ber by the conmuuid and pleasure of the then High She- 
l'iff Coplestone, and others in power in the county of De- 
Von, and drìven through the streets of the city of Oxoii, 
(which is witness to this truth,) by a guard of borse and' 
foot, (none being suffered to tak»leaTe ofthetfi,) and so 
hnrried to Plymouth aboard the ship ^ohn of London, 
Captain John Cole master, where, after they had lain 
aboard fourteen days, the Captain hoisted stdl, and at the 
end oi five weeks and fòuiteen days more, anchored àt the 
Isle of Barbadoes in the West Indies, being (in sailing) 
four thottsand and five hundred miles distant from their 
native country, wives, . children, parente, friends, and 
"wfaatever is near and dear unto them ; the capthre pri- 
soners being ali the way loclced up under decks (and 
guards) amongst horses, that their souls through beat and 
steam, under the tropic, fainted in them, and they nevei*, 
till they carne to the island, knew whither they vere go- 
ing. 

. Being sadly arrived tbere on the May 7th, 16Ò6, the 
master of the ship sold your miserable petitioners and the 
others, the geuei'ality of them, to most inhuman and bar- 
baroiu persone, for one thousand five hundred weight of 
«ugar, a priccj more or less, acoording to thetf wotking 
facultiesy as tlie goods and chattels of Martin Noell and 
Major Thomas, aldermen of London, and Captain H. 
Hatsell of Plymouth, neither spariog the aged of seventy- 
slx years old, nor divines, nor officers, nor gentlemeu, 
nor any age or condition of men, but rendering ali alike 
in tliis inseparable captivity, they now generaDy grìndlng 
at the miUs and attending at the fumaces, or digging in 
this scordiing island ; having nought to feed on (notwlth- 
standing their hard laliour) but potatoe-roots, nor to drink, 
but water with such roots washed in it, besides the bread 
and tears of their own afflictions, being bought and sold 
stili irom one piantar to another, or attached as hones and 
beasts for the debts of their masters, being whipped at the 
whipping posto (asrognes) for thdr master's pleasure, and 
«leeping in sUe* wor^than boga in finglaBd, «nd maiiy 
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otber irays made miflerable, b«yond csq^rasion or Chris- 
tina imagioation, 

Humbly your Petitioners do remoiutrate on behalf of 
themselves and others their most deplorable and (as to 
Englishmen) their unparalleled ooudition ; and eamestly 
heg that thia high court, since they are not under any pre* 
tended conviction of hiw, will he pleased to examine this 
arbitrary powor» and to question by what authorlty so 
great a breach is made upon the free people of Enghuid, 
they having never seen the ùueea of these their pretended 
Qwner^ merchants that deal in slaves and souls of men, . 
nor eTer heard of their names before Mr Cole knade affi- 
davit in the office of Barbadoes that he sold them as their 
goods ; but wheuce they deriyed their authority for the 
sale and.slavery of your poor petitioners and the rest, they 
are \irholly ìgnorant to this very day. That this High 
Court will he faither plea^ to intorst their power fqr 
the redemption and reparation of your distressed petition- 
ers, and the rest ; or, if the names of your petitioners, and 
the number of the rest, be so inconsiderable as not to he 
worthy of relief or your tender compassion, yet, at least, 
that this Court would be pleased, on the behalf of them- 
selves and ali the free-bom people of England, by whose 
sufCrages they sit in Pai*lian&ent, any of whose cases it may 
be next, whenever a like force shall be laid on them, to 
take course to curb the unlimited power under which the 
petitioaers and others suiier ; that neither you nor any 
of their brethren, upon these miserable terme» may come 
into.thls miserable place of torment. A thing not known 
amoDg the cruel Turks, to seli and enshtve those of their 
own country and religion, much less the innoc^it. 

These things being granted as they hope» their soul» 
shall pray, &c 

NOTKS OK WoacssTSR. 
The defeate of that part of the armie at Innerkeithen, 
Cromwell's march with most of his forces to St Jonston» 
i;vhèreby he cut off ali succonrse of men and meate from the 
nortlì, obliged the King, with theadTice of the Committee 
of £statesy to lay presenthoM on occasion to leare die re- 
beli behind him^ and maccl^ with hìa whole «^v^efro^a. 



Stìriiné Imto K»|ÌMid. The luirw and àngoata infght 
be about foure thousand; and the foot» m I nckoned 
them that day wemarched firom Stirline Farke, were up- 
wardi of niae tbouaand. A traine of artillerie, of some 
ftddpeeces and leather rannop, we had, with lateaUe am- 
mimitiaii, under the oondoct of Sir James Wemia, gene- 
ral of the artilkrie. We got qnickUe to Engliih ground, 
hot with a great dealo of uiachiafe to ali thoso poore 
SoDteh peoplo by whoae dwellinga we marehed, robMng 
and plnadering heing naed by the acjonsy even to admira- 
tion and inhiunanitie. Ne^re to Carlile, the King i» pro- 
claimod King of Engl^&d and Irelaad, with the great ac- 
(^amaUooi of the armie; and saTere eommanda made 
agidnat ali other robberies, ^nnderìngs and exactions; 
which baing pnt in ezeeatioa by hanging tao or three, 
were well enough obeerrod, and very good ovder and dis- 
cipline keepd the whde march. 



Far the Right HonofibU Will. LsuniAU, Esq. Speaker 
of the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Éngland. 

Sta, 
Bèing so weary and seurca aUe to write, yet I thooght it 
my ditty to let you know thiw mach, that upon this day, 
being the third of September, (remarkable (oat a mercy 
Touehsafed to your forees on this day twelye moneth in 
SeotUnd,) we built a bridge of boats orer SeTcme between 
it and IVune, abovt half a mfle firom Worcester ; and 
another over Tame within pistol ahot of our other bridge : 
Lieutenant-Oeneral Fleetwood and Major-General Dean 
raarehed from Upton on the sosth-west dde of Sereni up 
to Poyicic, a town which was a pass the enemy kept ; we 
passed over some horse and foot, and were in conjmietion 
withtheXieutenant-General*s foreetT; we beat the enemy 
fìom hedge to hedge, till we beat him into Worcester. 
Hie enemy then drew ali his forees on the other side the 
town ali but what he lost, and made a Tery conalderable 
iight with tu fyf three hours' space, bnt in the end we 
beat him totally, and purstted him np to his royal fori, 



NOTES. 33 1 

wlien we tòok the fort, we tumed bis own guns upon him : 
The enemy hath had great Iosa, and certainly is scattered 
and run several ways ; we are in pursuit of him, and have 
laid forces in seyeral places that we hope will gather 
him up : Indeed, this hath been a very glorious mercy, 
and as stiff a contest for four or five hours as ever I haye 
seen ; botb your old forces, and those new raised, haye 
bebaved themselyes with yery great courage, and he that 
made them come out, made them willing to fight for you ; 
the Lord God Almighty frame our hearts to real thank- 
fnlness for this, which is alone bis doing ! I hope I sbali 
within a day or two giye you a more perfect account ; in 
the meantime I hope you will x^rdon, 

Sir, your most humble seryant, 

O. Cromwell. 
Near Worcestery Sept 3, 1651. 
10 at mght. 



The Survey of Policy, or a free Vindication of the Com- 
- menwealtb of England against Salmasins and other 

royalists. By Peter English, a Friend to Freedom. — 

Leith, 1653. 

le is dedicatcd, first, << To the yery Honble. and truly 
godley the Lord General Cromwell ;" attd next, " To the 
very Honble. Major-General lAmbert, and the rest of 
the Honble. Commissioners for ordering and managing 
sffitirs in Scotland : as also to the Right Honble. Colonel 
-R. Lilbnme, Commander-in-Chief of the English forees 
in Sootland.'* 

Peter English appears to haye been a lawyer, a yery 
subsenrient person, and to hay« had considerable hopes of 
preferment from the chief men in power. To Cromwell 
he says, " While I was thinklng to whom I might dedi- 
cate this hook, in whieh is asserted the authority and non- 
usurpation of the Commonwealth of England, I judged 
non more fit than him to whose jAtronage I might com- 
mit it who hath most promoted the liberty lately obtained, 
under the power and protection of the God of Israel. 
And thus aniong many, I made choice of your lordship." 

VOI^. II. 9 E 
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Aftor aome diaenoBloii «f the quertlòn as te witetlnr 
MÌlgectB in any case onght to resist the Teigning power, 
(his own maacim wbs, ** Let me obey the tyrant so loDg ea 
he oommandetfay bat side with the people when they op- 
pose him,**) he excliiiins, *' O that oonstrained maiat»- 
nanoe fbr npholding priests, chaplaÌDs, and masters in 
aniyerùties» were at an end ! Oh, that ali who aie able 
and willing to prcach the goi^I, might he enooufaged 
with ali due fireedom and protection therein, npon ali oe- 
eaaions and in ali convenient plaoes, withoat molestation, 
whether in priTste or in places of public meeting ! AU 
which shall come to pass when that is acoomplìshed whieh 
is fbretold in Isaiah, xxn. 12, 14» 16." A little after* 
wards he says : — 

** Nay, hot, my Lord, I cannot torgti, how that one 
day after another I hear large diseonrse of Xetwfftn^. Bnft 
thoogh the moet part he for it, exoepting the rich, (as it 
was of old in the dayes of Affis and Gracchus,) I camiot 
well leam what is intended thereby. Only I find in H 
these two things, which be either rednndant or éeSoO&wtf 
as to the nature of right levelling. First, some nnéer- 
stand no more but the leTelling of the law. Secondly, 
others OTertnm property so much, as that they intend no 
more nse of the creation, but here to-day, and ysnder to- 



He then offers to write on the Jeufish, Athenùm, Zaceiit~ 
mtmian, Eoman, and other andent common wealths ; but ka 
àUusion to the MiUomimn, he observes, ^ O I but ali af 
US will be prerented in these things, by the sudden mf^ 
proach of the Andent ni Dayes, who bemg ooaas, will lanl 
spirits, powers, and estates. Till then there witt be n» 
mors but the beginniiigs «f Mbsrty, tlM eamest ef wiutt 
shaU be winn the Lori akiie shaU be enlted, stainiag 
the pride of ali ^ory, and bringing into oantempt ali tibe 
honouraUe of the earth. Yea,'as I oonedTe^ it is im.p«». 
sible a solid and entire freedom can be estabUshed till hia 
approach ; for then he shall judge among the nationa, b»- 
coming our Lord, our King, and Lawgiver, the law go- 
ihg out of Sion, and the word of the Lord from Jeraa»- 
lem. I Test satisfted in the «Espeetstion thflveaf, noi ezaw 
eismg mysdf in great matterà, nor in thmga two higli for 
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me* When he cometh, erooked tUngB shaU be mad* 
«migfat, and mountains shall be made Talleys, The Lord 
shidl hasten h in hìs time." 

^ Lastly, I would offer myjudgment toy<mr lordship con.- 
eeming the power of the people in choosing^ rulers. I shaU 
only hint at this in a word. To me it is clear, that as nature 
in Ùie state of fìtUen man (unleas ali should go to min, can-« 
Hot be witiiout govemment, eyen though ali men by nature 
bofree-bofiu ao neither are ali capaUe of goveming, nor of 
choomngtogoyem." ... " Nature beingcontaminated, allmen 
npon that account are not fit to make choice of their rulers* 
Fot ali men are either godly or ungodly. Now the major 
part of the people being ungodly, will, and do choose men 
llke themselves, as experience teacheth, imlesse upon some 
selfish accompt they happen now and then, bere and there, 
to choose some godly person or persona. But the Scripture 
dota not allow any to mie but the righteous. And, there- 
fimre, acoording to the word of God and the dictates of pure 
nature, godly men (who are known to be such by their 
Iniits) should be searched thorowout ali the tribes of Is- 
ratà and appointed rulers. So did Moaes. And our Mo- 
seses ought to do so too ; to which the people in reason 
will be foroed to condescend, and the rather when they see 
jndgment and righteousneas aboundìng, while the right- 
eous goYem. And which is more, in ali heathenish an- 
«sfent oommonwealths, in which the rulers were chosen by 
the people^ the whole multitnde therein followed the coun- 
sel of some few wise men among them. Otherwise the 
"«hole matter among them should hare tumed into con- 
fonon. And is it not known by experience, how that 
Mme one action or other doth sway in ali elections ? 
«hongh the fn$ choice ci the people be pretended. Now, 
the generiOity of tìie people are sWayed, rather by the dia. 
aUSected then well-affected party, in al free choice, til they 
he constrained to do otherwise ; which is a clear demon- 
stration that they cannot improve their own interest, but 
are apt to give it up into the hands of strange lords and 
«rad taskmasters. And, therefore, aU our wise and god- 
lylMoeeses whom the Lord hath impowered, ought to assay 
idi means possible to iind out, among the tribes of Israel, 
able men, snch as fear God, men of truth, and hating co- 
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▼etousness, that they may liear burden witli tbemliì ti» 
management of affidrs. And such of them as be poor, 
there is enough in the world to make them rich. Bnt I 
do not expect the full accomplishment of such things till 
the Ancient of Dayes be come ; for / see vender the sun the 
place ofjudgment (that) wickedness is there; and the piace 
of righteousness {that) iniquity is there. I say in mine heart, 
God shaUjudge the righteous and the wicked ; for (Jhere w) 
a tinte there for everypurpose and for every work, Eocles. 
iii. 16, 17. Till which time, (hoping ali these things shall 
be acceptable to your Lordship,) I remain, &c. &c. 

" P. Enolish.** 

Note G, p. 229. 

General Mokck to the Sheriff of Renfrèwskire. 

lOth Sept. 1648. 

Itt haTeing pleased the most wise God in his pro«i^ 
dence to take out of this world that moste serene ané x» 
nouned Oliver, htte Lord Protector, whoee name and 
memory wiU be ever pretiouse to ali good men ; «nd his 
aaid late Highness hayeing in his Ufetyme, accordìng to 
the humble petition and adyice, appointed and dedaccd 
the most noble and exoeUent lord, the Lord Rìehsfà^ 
eldest sonn of his aaide late highnes, to suoceed him in the 
gOTemement : His highnes councill heere bave therelbrey 
by direction of the Pr^vy Councill in Enghmd, ordcnd 
the indosed Prodamation to be published, of which tkqr 
haye'sent you seyerall printed coppies heere ineloMf]^ that 
you may duly prodaime the same in your frhmfWnmiaa ; 
and you are with ali ezpedition to send some of the sald 
printed oopies to the magistrates of each burgh roysU 
therein. 

Signed in the name, and by order, of the CounciU, 
George Monck. 

Edin. lOth September, 1658. 

For the High Sherriffe of the Shire of Renfrew, Tbe«. 

Note H, p. 303. 
OuvjsR, P, 
OuvER, by the grace of God Lord Protector of the 
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Commonwealth of Engìand, Scotland, and Ireland, and 
tho dominions and territorìes thereunto belonging, to ali 
to wkome theis presenta shall come, greeting : Know yee, 
that wee, taking into oor consideration the condicione of 
the Universitie of Edinburgh, that (bemg but of late 
foundacione, viz^. since the Reformation of religlm in 
Sootland) the rents thereof are exceeding amali, and much 
thereof arising out of the beneficence of the citie of Edin- 
burgh, the magiatrates and oouncell thereof being the 
founders and undoubted patrona of the said Universitie ; 
Out of our good will to the adyancement of the true reli« 
gìon and leaming, and in prosecution of our order, hear- 
ing date at Whitehall, the fyre and twentieth day of 
August, in the yeare one thousand six hundred fiffcie and 
seaven, havegiyen, graunted, and disponed, and for us and 
our successors doe heirby give, graimt, and dispone to the 
provost, bayliffis, councel, and communitie of the burgh of 
Edinburgh, and their successors, as founders, benefactors, 
and patrona of the said UnÌTersitie, to bee disposed of and 
caqpended for such uaes as ahalbee found most expedlent 
for the good of the said Universitie by the couneel of the 
burgh of Edinburgh, with advice and oonsent of the maa- 
ters and regents of the said Universitie, ali and whole the 
full revenue of two hundred pounds aterling yearelie, to 
bee receaved and taken out of any church-lands in Soot- 
land not yet disposed of ; and wee doe heirby empower 
and authorize our councel of Scotland to appoint me lo- 
cality theirof as they shall think most effectuall for the 
use of the said Universitie ; and ordeine the commission- 
ere of our exchequer in Scotland to passe a signature there- 
iipon in ordinarie forme, for securing the said Universitie 
theirof yearelie as said is ; to bee holdoi of us and our 
successors in free blench for the yearlie payment of a pen- 
ny English money at the terme of Whitsunday (if it bee 
requird all-anerly) ; and that the said signatuir and char- 
ter to follow theirupon bee further extended with aU 
dauses needfull ; and especiailie requiring our commis- 
sioners of our exchequer afoirsald, or our commissioners 
foradministracioneof justice toour people of Scotland, to 
direct lettres of homingon a cfaarge of ten dayes, and other 
executorialls needful, to commaund and charge the fewers, 
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{vnx^en, tmmU, wà . t a c p cM owi , and <Hjiiers «debted in 
pftyment 9f the fruita, rcnts, emolunawtS; and duties of 
sueh churchlands as shiUb^e gi¥en ia locaUtie fin: the said 
reveoLue of two ^lundred pouods sterling yearelie, io read^ 
iUe funaw^r, obey, and naake thaiikfull payment of the 
m>iu|H(» the said provost, baylifib, aod theire successors, 
Qt to iììmr chamheErhtynes, io theire nasoues for the hehoof 
And to the ef ect afoirsaid, aswell of a)l yeares and termes 
hy gone that the sud rent« are adehted and resting owlng 
aa yearlie in ali typae coxneing, the termes of payment 
theirof being by past ; and that the said charter conteyne 
a prec^ of seising, and that jirecepts bee direct theirupon 
in due forme : And f urther, our will and pleasure is, and 
¥rae doe heirby require our said commissioners of our ex- 
chequer, our chauncellor or keeper of our great seale of 
Scotland and director of our chancerie their, to passe and 
eiqjiede theis presenta vnder our great seale of Scotland 
per saltum : And for ape doeing, theis presenta shalbee to 
them and every of them a sufficient warrant under our 
signet, ai our honour of Hampton Courtt this two and 
twentieth day of July, 16^. 

NoTK I, p. 303, 

His Hajesties cpntrìbution was gi'atiousUe granted at 
Setoun, ye 14 of Julie, IQ33. 
Chablss H* 

It ia our gratious pleasure to grant, for adyancement of 
the librarie aud fabrick of the Colledge of Ghisgow, the 
soume of Two Hundred Pounds Stirlin. 

This sonile was payed by ye Lord Protector, an. 1654. 
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